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LETTER, 

^c. 

t 

MY LORD, 

I COULD hardly flatter myfelf with the hope, 
that fo very early in the feafon I lliould have 
to acknowledge obligations to the duke of Bed- 
ford and to the earl of Lauderdale. Thefe noble 
perfons have loft no time in conferring upon me, 
that fort of honour, which it is alone within their 
competence, and which it is certainly moft con- 
genial to their nature and their manners to be- 
ftow. ' 

To be ill fpoken of, in whatever language they 
fpeak, by the zealots of the new feft in philofo- 
phy and politicks, of which thefe noble perl’ons 
think fo charitably, and of w'hich others think fo 
juftly, to me, is no matter of uneafmefs or fur- 
prife. To have inclined the difpleafure of the 
duke of Orleans or the duke of Bedford, to fall 
under the eenfureof citizen Briftbt or of his friend 
the earl of Lauderdale, I ought to confuler as 
proofs, not the lead fatisfadtory, that I have jiro- 
thiced fome part of the eftedf I propofed by my 
endeavours. I have laboured hard to earn,' what 
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the noble T^ords are generous enough to pay. Per- 
Ibnal offence I have given them none. The part 
they take againll me is from zeal to the caufe. It 
is well ! It is perfefUy well ! I have to do homage 
to their juftice. I have to thank the Bedfcirds and 
the Lauderdales for having fo faithfully and fo 
fully acquitted towards me whatever arrear of debt 
was left undifcharged by the PrieftJeys and the 
Paines. 

Some, perhaps, may think them executors in 
tlteir own wrong: I at lead have nothing to com- 
plain of. They have gone beyond the demands 
of juftice. They have been (a little perhaps be- 
yond their intention) favourable to me. They 
have been the means of bringing out, by their in- 
ve6tives, the handfome things which lord Gren- 
ville has had the goodnefs and condefcenfion to fay 
in my belialf. Retired as I am from the w^orld, 
and from all its affairs and all its pleafures, I coq- 
^efs it does kindle, in my nearly extinguiftied feel- 
ings, a very vivid fatisfaction to be fo attacked and 
fo commended. It is foothing to my wounded 
mind, to be commended by an able, vigorous, and 
Well informed ftatefman, and at the very moment 
when he ftands forth with a manlinefs and refolu- 
tion, worthy of himfelf and of his caufe, for the 
prefervation of the perfon and government of our 
fovereign, and therein for the fecurity of the laws» 
The liberties, the morals, and the lives of his 

people. 
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people. To be in any fairway connected with fuch 
things, is indeed adiflin6bion. No philofophy can 
make me above it : no melancholy can deprefs me 
fo low, as to make me wholly infenfible to fuch an 
honour. 

Why will they not let me remain in obfcurity 
and inaftion ? Are they apprehenfive, that if an 
atom of me remains, the fed has fomething to 
fear? Muft I be annihilated, loft, like old John 
Zifca'Sy my (kin might be made into a drum, to 
animate Europe to eternal battle, againft a tyranny 
that threatens to overwhelm all Europe, and all 
the human race ? 

My lord, it is a fubjecl of awful meditation. 
Before this of France, the annals of all time have 
not furnithed an inftance of a complete revolution. 
That revolution feems to have extended even to 
tl>e conftitution of the mind of man. It ha.s this 
of wonderful in it, that it refembles what lord 
Verulam fays of the operations of nature : It was 
perfect, not only in its elements and principles, 
but in all its members and its organs from the very 
beginning. The moral fcheme of France furnifhes 
the only pattern ever known, which they who 
admire will injlantly refemble. It is indeed an in- 
exhauftible repertory of one kind of examples. In 
my wretched condition, though hardly to be claffed 
with the living, 1 am not fafe from them. They 
have tygers to fall upon animated ftrength. They 
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have hyenas to prey upon carcafles. The national 
menagerie is collected by ihe lii ft phyliologills of 
the time; and it is defective in no defcription of 
ftivage nature. They purfue, even fuch as me, 
into tlie obfcureft retreats, and haul them before 
their revolutionary tribunals. Neither fex, nor 
age— nor the fenctuary of the tomb, is facred to 
thein. They have fo determined a hatred to all 
privileged orders, that tliey deny even to the de- 
parted, the fad immunities of the grave. They 
are not wholly without an objcft. Their turpi- 
tude purveys to their malice; and they unplumb 
the dead for bullets to alTaflinale the liv ing. If all 
revolutionifts were not proof againft all caution, 
I lliould recommend it to their confideration, that 
no perfons were ever known in hiftory, either fa- 
jCred or profane, to vex the fepulchre, and by their 
forceries, to call up the prophetick dead, with 
any other event, than the prediction of their own 
difallrous fate. — “ Leave me, oh leave e to re- 
pofe!” , 

In ,one thing I can excufe the duke of Bedford 
for his attack upon me and my mortuary penfion. 
He cannot readily comprehend the tranfaCtion he 
condemns. What I have obtained was the fruit 
of no bargain ; the production of no intrigue ; the 
refult of no compromife ; the effect of no folicitur 
tion. The firll fnggeltion of it never came from 
me, mediately or immediately, to his majefty or 

any 
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any of his minifters. It was long known tliat the 
inltant my engagements would permit it, and 
before the heavieft of all calamities had for ever 
condemned me to ohfcurity and furrow, I had 
refolved on a total retreat. I had executed that 
defign. 1 was entirely out of the way of ferving oj- 
of hurting any ftatefman, or any party, when the 
minifters fo generoufly and fo nobly carried into 
effeft the fpontaneous bounty of the crown. Ik>th 
defcriptions have a61ed as became them. When 
I could no longer ferve them, the minifters have 
confidered my fituation. W hen I could no longer 
hurt them, the revolutionifts have trampled on my 
infirmity. My gratitude, I truft, is equal to the 
manner in which the benefit w*as conferred. It 
came to me indeed, at a time of life, and in allat«;“ 
of mind and body, in which no circuraltance of 
fortune could afford me any real pleafure. Bur 
this was no fault in the royal donor, or in his 
minifters, who were pleafed, in acknowledging the 
merits of an invalid fervant of the pubiick,. to af- 
fuage the forrows of a defolate old man. • > 

It would ill become me to boaft of any thing. It 
would as ill become me, thus called upon, to de* 
predate the value of a long life, fpent with unexf 
ampled toil in the fervice of my country. • Since 
the total body of my fervices, on account of-tlie in- 
duftry which was fliewn in them, and the faimefs 
•f my intentions, have obtained the acceptance 
' B 4 of 
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of my fovereign, it would be abfurd in me to 
range' myfelf on the fide of the duke of Bedford 
and the correfponding fociety, or, as far as in me 
■ lies, to permit a difpute on the rate at which the 
authority appointed by our conllitution to eflimate 
fuch things, has been pleafed to fet them. 

Loofe libels ought to be paffed by in filence 
and contempt- By me tliey have been fo always. 
I knew that as long as I remained in publick,! 
Hiould live down the calumnies of malice, and the 
judgments of ignorance. If I happened to be 
now and then in the wrong, as who is not, like all 
other men, I muft bear the confequence of my 
faults and my miilakes. The libels of the prefent 
day, are juft of the fame ftuff as the libels of the 
paft. But they derive an importance from the 
rank of the perfons they come from, and the gra- 
vity of the place where they where uttered. In 
fome way or other I ought to take fome notice of 
them. To alTert myfelf thus traduced is not va- 
nity or arrogance. It is a demand of juftice; it 
is a demonftration of gratitude. If I ana unwor- 
thy, the minifters are worfe than prodigal. On 
that hypothefis, I perfbdlly agree with the duke of 
Beilford. 

For whatever I have been (I am now no more) 
J put myfelf on my country. I ought to be allowed 
^ reafonable freedom, becaufe I ftand upon my de- 
liverance; and no culprit ought to plead in irons 

Fyen 
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Even in the utmoft latitude of defenfive liberty, I 
wilh to preferve all poffible decorum. M hatcver * 
it may be in the eye.s of thefe noble perfons them- 
felves, to me, their fituation calls for the mod 
profound refpeft. If I Ihould happen to trefpafs 
a little, which I trull I lhall not, let it always be 
fuppofed, thataconfufionof charaders may |)ro- 
duce miftakes; that in the mafquerades of the 
grand carnival of our age, whirafical adventures 
happen ; odd tilings are faid and pafs off. If I 
fhould fail a Angle point in the high refped 1 owe 
to thofe illuflrious perfons, I cannot be fuppofed 
to mean the duke of Bedford and the earl of 
Lauderdale of the houfe of peers, but the duke of 
Bedford and the earl of Lauderdale of palace-yard; 
— ^The dukes and earls of Brentford. There they 
are on the pavement; there they feem to come 
nearer 4:0 my humble level; and, virtually at leall, 
to have waved their high privilege. 

Making this proteftation, I refufe all revolu- 
tionary tribunals, where men have been put to 
death for no other reafon, than that they had ob- 
tained favours from the crown. I claim, not the 
letter, but the fpirit of the old Englilh law, that 
is, to be tried by my peers. I decline his grace’s 
jurifdi6lion as a judge. I challenge the duke of 
Bedford as a Juror to pafs upon the value of my 
fervices. Whatever his natural parts may be, I 
cannot recognife in his few and idle years, the 

competence 
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competence to judge of my long and laborious life. 
Ifl can help it, he fliall not be on the inquell of my 
quantum mendt. Poor rich man ! He can hardly 
know any thing of publick induftry in its exer- 
tions, or can eltimate its compenfations when its 
work is done. I have no doubt of his grace’s 
readinefs in all the calculations of vulgar arith- 
metick; but I threwdly fufpefb, that he is little 
iludied in the theory of moral proportions; and 
has never learned the rule of three in the arithme- 
tick of policy and ftate. 

His grace thinks I have obtained too much. 
J anfwer, that my exertions, whatever they have 
1>een, were fuch as no hopes of pecuniary reward 
could polTibly excite; and no pecuniary compen- 
fetion can polTibly reward them. Between money 
and fuch ferv ices, if done by abler men than I am, 
there is no common principle of comparifon : they 
are quantities incommenfurable. Money is made 
for the comfort and convenience of animal life. 
It cannot be a reward for what, mere animal life 
muft indeed fuhain, but never cau infpire. With 
fubmiflion to his gr^ice, I liave not had more than 
fu^icieut. As to a«}’ hQble ufe, >I truft I know 
how to employ, as well as be, a much greater forr 
tune than he poflefl’es. l In a more confined appli- 
cation, I'certainly Hand in need of every kind of 
yelief and eafement much more than he doei. 
When I fay I have not received more than I 

, . , deferve, 
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deferve, is this the language I hold to majefty ? 
No! Far, very far, horn it ! Before that prefence, 

I claim no merit at all. Everything towards me 
is favour, and bounty. One ftyle to a gracious 
benefactor ; another to a proud and infultiug foe. 
His grace is pleafed to aggravate my guilt, by 
charging my acceptance of his majelty’s grant as 
a departure from my ideas, and the fpirit of my 
condu. I with regard to oeconomy. If it be, my 
ideas of oeconomy were falfe and ill founded. But 
they are the duke of Bedford’s ideas of oeconomy 
I ha\e contradicted, and not my own. If he 
means to allude to certain bills brought in by me 
on a mefliigefrom the throne in 1782, I tell him, 
that there is nothing in my conduCt that can con- 
tradict either the letter or the fpirit of thofe aCls. 
Does he mean the pay-office aCt ? I take it for 
granted he does not. The aCt to which he allude^ 
is, 1 fuppofe, the eftabliffiment aCt. I greatly doubt 
whether his grace has ever read the one or the 
other. The firft of thefe fyftems coft me, with 
every affiftance wdiich my then Gtuation gave me, 
pains incredible. 1 found an opinion common 
through all the offices, and general in the publiok 
at large, that it would prove impoffible to reform 
and methoflize the office of paymailer general, 
X undertook it, however ; i^nd I fucceeded .in my 
undertaking. Whether the military fervice, or 
whether the general oeconomy of wu? finances have 
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profited by that aft, I leave to thofe who are 
acquainted with the army, and with the treafury, 
to judge 

An opinion full as general prevailed alfo at the 
fame time, that nothing could be done for the re- 
gulation of the civil-lift eftablifliment. The very 
attempt to introduce method into it, and any li- 
mitations to its fernces, was held abfurd. I had 
not feen the man, who fo much as fuggefted one 
oeconomical principle, or anoeconomical expedient, 
upon that fubjeft, Nothing but coarfe amputa- 
tion, or coarfer taxation, were then talked of, 
both of them without defign, combination, or the 
lead lliadow of principle. Blind and headlong 
zeal, or faftious fur}% were the whole contribution 
brought by the moft noify on that occafion, to- 
wards the fatisfattion of the publick, or the relief 
of the crown. 

Let me tell my youthful cenfor, that the necef- 
fities of that time required fomething very dif- 
ferent from what others then fuggefted, or what 
his grace now conceives. Let me inform him, 
that it was one of the moft critical periods in our 
annals. 

Allronomers have fuppofed, th^t if a certain 
comet, whofe path interfefted the ecliptick,'had 
met the earth in fome (I forget what) fign, it 
would have whirled us along with it, in its eccen- 
trick coarfe, into God knows what regions of heat 
- and 
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and cold. Had the portentous comet of the rights 
of man, (wliich “from its horrid hair fliakes 
“ peftilence, and war,” and “ with fear of change 
“ perplexes monarchs”) had that comet eroded 
upon us in that internal date of England, nothing 
human could have prevented our being irrefiflibly 
hurried, out of the highway of heaven, into all 
the vices, crimes, horrours, and miferies of the 
French revolution. 

Happily, France w’as not then jacobinifed. Her 
hoftility was at a good diftance. We had a limb 
cut off; but we preferved the body: We loft our 
colonies ; but we kept our conllitution. There 
was, indeed, much inteftine heat; there was a 
dreadful fermentation. Wild and favage infur- 
refclion quitted the woods, and prowled about our 
ftreets in the name of reform. Such was the dif- 
temper of the publick mind, that there was no 
madman, in his maddeft ideas, and maddeft pro- 
jefts, who might not count upon numbers to fup- 
port his principles and execute his defigns. 

Many of the changes, by a great mifnomer 
called parliamentary reforms, went, not in the in- 
■' tention of all the profeffors and fupporlers of Ihem, 

' undoubtedly, but w'ent in their certain, and, in 
my opinion, not very remote effect, home to the 
utter dellruftion of the conllitution of this king- 
dom. Had they taken place, not France, but 
England, would have had the honour of leading 

up 
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up the death-dance of democratick revolution. 
Other projects, exai'^tly coincident in time with 
thofe, ftruckat the very exiftence of the kingdom 
under any conftitution. There are who remember 
the blind fury of fome, and the lamentable help- 
leflViefs of others ; here, a torpid confufion, from 
a panick fear of the danger ; there, the fame in- 
aftion from a llupid infenfibility to it ; here well- 
wifliersto themifehief; there, indifferent lookers- 
on. At the fame time, a fort of national conven- 
tion, dubious in its nature, and perilous in its ex- 
ample, nofed parliament in the very feat of its 
authority •, fat with a fort of fuperintendance over 
it ; and little lefs than diftated to it, not only laws, 
but the very form and elfence of legiflature it- 
felf In Ireland things ran in a ftill more eccen- 
trick courfe. Government was unnerved, con- 
founded, and in a manner fufpended. Its equi- 
poife was totally gone. I do not mean to fpeak 
difrefpeclfully of lord North. He was a man’ of 
admirable parts ; of general knowledge ; of a v^ 
fatile underftanding fitted for every fort of bufi- 
nefs; of infinite wit and pleafantry; of a delight- 
ful temper; and with a mind moll perfeftly dif- 
interefted. But it would be only to degrade my- 
felf by a weak adulation, and not to honour the 
memoiy of a great man, to deny that he wanted 
fomething of the vigilance and fpirit of command, 
that the time required. Indeed, a darknels, next • 

to 
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to the fog of this awful day, loured over the 
whole region. For a little time the helm appeared 
abandoned— 

Ipfe diem noBemqiie negat dlfcernere c(vlo 
Kec meminijfe via viedid Palinurus'in undd. 

At that time I was connefled with men of high 
place in the community. They loved liberty ai 
much as the duke of Bedford can do ; and they 
underftood it at leaft as well. Perhaps their poli- 
ticks, as ufual took a tinfture from their charac- 
ter, and they cultivated what they loved. The li- 
berty they purfued was a liberty infe parable from 
order, from virtue, from morals, and from reli- 
' gion, and was neither hypocritically nor fanatically 
followed. They did not wifh, that liberty, in it 
felf, one of the firfl of blelTuigs, fliould in its per- 
verfion become the greatell curfe which could fall 
upon mankind. To preferve tlie conflitution en- 
tire, and practically equal to all the great ends of 
its formation, not in one fingle part, but in all its 
parts, was to them the firft objeft. Popularity and 
power they regarded alike. Thefe were with 
them only different means of obtaining that ob- 
jeft; and had no preference over each other in 
their minds, but as one or the other might afford 
a furer or a lefs certain profpeft of arriving at that 
end. It is fomc confolation to me in the cheerlefs 
‘ gloom. 
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gloom, which darkens (he evening of my life, that 
with them I commenced my political career, and 
never for a moment, in reality, nor in appearance, 
for any length of time, was feparated from their 
good wiflies and good opinion. 

By what accident it matters not, nor upon what 
defert, but juft then, and in the midft of that hunt 
of obloquy, which ever has purfued me with a full 
cry through life, I had obtained a very confiderable 
degree of publick confidence. I know well enough 
how equivocal a teft this kind of popular opinion 
forms of the merit that obtained it. I am no 
ftranger to the infecurity of its tenure. 1 do 
not boaft of it. It is mentioned, to fliew, not how 
highly I prize the thing, but my right to value the 
ufe I made of it. I endeavoured to turn that 
Ihort-lived advantage to myfelf into a permanent 
benefit to my country. Far am I from detracting 
from the merit of fome gentlemen, out of oftice 
or in it, on that occafion. No ! — It is not my way 
to refufe a full and heaped meafure of juftice to 
the aids that I receive. I have, through life, been 
willing to give every thing to others; and to 
referve nothing for myfelf, but the inward con- 
fcience, that I had omitted no pains, to difcover, 
to animate, to difcipline, to direCt the abilities of 
the country for its fervice, and to place them in the 
bell light to improve their age, or to adorn it. 
This confcience 1 have. I have never fupprefled 

any 
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any man ; never checked him for a moment in his 
courfe, by any jealoufy, or by any policy. I was 
always ready, to the height of my means (and 
they were always infinitely below my defires) to 
forward thofe abilities which overpowered my 
own. He is an ill-furnilhed undertaker, who has 
no machinery but his own hands to work with. 
Poor in my own faculties, I ever thought myfelf 
rich in theirs. In that period of difficulty and 
danger, more efpecially, 1 confulted, and fincerely 
co-operated with men of all parties, who feemed 
difpofed to tlie fame ends, or to any main part of 
them. Nothing to prevent diforder, was omitted : 
when it appeared, nothing to fubdue it was left 
uncounfelled, nor unexecuted, as far as I could 
prevail. At the time I fpeak of, and having a 
momentary lead, fo aided and fo encouraged, and 
as a feeble inftrument in a mighty hand — I do not 
fay, I faved my country ; I am fure 1 did my 
country important fervice. There were few, in- 
deed, that did not at that time acknowledge it, 
and that time was thirteen years ago. It was but 
one voice, that no man in the kingdom better de- 
ferved an honourable provifion fliould be made for 
him. 

So much for my general condu6t through the 
whole of the portentous crifis from 1780 to i782> 
and the general fenfe then entertained of tliat con- 
duft by my country. But my character, as a. 

VoL, VIII. C reformer. 
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refbrmei', in the particular inftances which the duke 
of Bedford refers to, is fo connefted in principle 
with my opinions on the hideous changes, which 
have fi nee barbarized France, and fpreading thence, 
threaten the political and moral order of the 
whole world, that it feeins to demand fdmething 
of a more cfetailed difeuflion. 

My economical reforms were not, as his grace 
may think, the fiippretfion of a paltry penfion or 
employment, more or lefs. CEconomy in my 
plans was, as it ought to be, fecondary fubordi- 
natc, inftrumental. I a6ted on ftate principles. I 
found a great diftemper in the commonwealth ^ 
and, according to the nature of the evil and of 
the object, I treated it. The malady was deep ; 
it W'as complicated, in the caufes and in the fymp- 
toms. Throughout itwas full of contra-indicants. 
On one hand government, daily growing more 
invidious from an apparent increafe of the means 
of ftrength, was every day growing more con- 
temptible by real weaknefs. Nor was this dif- 
folution confined to government commonly fo 
called. It extended to parliament; which was 
lofmg not a little in its dignity and eftimation, by 
an opinion of its not a6ling on worthy motives. 
On the other hand, the defires of the people,, 
(partly natural and partly infufed into them by 
art) appeared in fo wild and inconliderate a man* 
ner, with regard to the ceconomical object (for 

1 fet 
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I fet afide for a moment thfe dreadful tampering 
with the body of the coiiftitution itfelf) that if 
their petitions had literally been complied with, 
the date would have been convulfed j and a gate 
wonld have been opened, through which all pro- 
perty might be facked and ravaged. Nothing 
could have faved the publick from the mifchiefs 
of the falfe reform but its abfurdity ; which would 
foon have brought itfelf, and with it all real re- 
form, into difcredit. This would have left a ran- 
kling wound in the hearts of the people, who would 
know they had failed in the accomplifliment of 
their willies, but who, like the reft of mankind in 
all ages, would impute the blame to any thing 
rather than to their own proceedings. But there 
were then perfons in the world, who nourilhed 
complaint ; and would have been thoroughly dif- 
appointed if the people were ever fatisfied. I was 
not of that humour. I wilhed that they Jhould be 
fatisfied. It was my aim to give to the people the 
fubftance of what I knew they defired, and what 
I thought was right, whether they defired it or not, 
before it had been modified for them into fenfelefs 
petitions. I knew that there is a manifeft marked 
diftinftion, which ill men, with ill dcfigns, or weak 
men incapable of any defign, will conltantly be 
confounding, that is, a marked diftindiion between 
change and reformation. The former alters the 
fubflance of the objedts themfelvesi and gets rid 
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of all their eflential good, as well as of all the 
accidental evil annexed to them. Change is no- 
velty ; and whether it is to operate any one of 
the effefts of reformation at all, or whether it 
may not contradift the very principle upon which 
reformation is defired, cannot be certainly known 
before hand. Reform is, not a change in thefub- 
llance, or in the primary modification of the ob- 
jeft, but a direft application of a remedy to the 
grievance complained of. So far as that is re- 
moved, all is fure. It flops there ; and if it fails, 
the fnbftance which underwent the operation, at 
the very worft, is but where it was. 

All this, in effect, I think, but am not fure, I 
have faid elfewhere. It cannot at this time be too 
often repeated ; line upon line ; precept upon pre- 
cept ; until it comes into the currency of a pro- 
verb, /o innovate is not to reform. The French re- 
volutionifls complained of every thing ; they re- 
fnfedto reform any thing; and they left nothing, 
no, nothing at all unchanged. The confequences 
are before us, — not in remote hiftory ; not in fu- 
ture prognoftication : they are about us ; they are 
upon us. 'Fhey fliake the publick fecurity ; they 
menace private enjoyment. They dwarf the 
grow th of the young ; they break the quiet of 
the old. If we travel, they flop our way. They 
infefl us in town ; they purfue us to the country. 
Our bufincfs is interrupted ; our repofe is troubled; 
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our pleafures are faddened; our very ftudies are 
poifoned and perverted, and knowledge is rendered 
worfe than ignorance, by the enormous evils of 
this dreadful innovation. The revolution liarpies 
of France, fprung from night and hell, or from 
that chaotick anarchy, which generates equivocally 
“ all monftrous, all prodigious things,” cuckoo- 
like, adulteroully lay their eggs, and brood over, 
and hatch them in the neft of every neighbouring 
ftate. Thefe obfeene harpies, who deck themfel ves, 
in I know not what divine attributes, but who in 
reality are foul and ravenous birds of prey (both 
mothers and daughters) flutter over our heads, 
and foufe down upon our tables, and leave nothing 
unrent, unrifled, unravaged, or unpolluted with 
the flime of their fdthy offal.* 

* Triftius baud illis monfinirn, nec firviorulla 
Peflis, & ira Deuin Stygiis fofe extulit uudis. 

Viryinei volucrurn viiltus; fapdiflima ventris 
Proluvies; unca^ijuc tiiaiius; & pallida Temper 
Ora fame 

Here the Poet breaks the line, becaufe he (and that He is Vir* 
gil) had not verfe or language to deferibe that monfter even as 
he had conceived her. Had he lived to our time, he would 
have been more overpowered with the reality than he was with 
the Imagination. Virgil only knew the horrour of the times 
before him. Had he lived to fee the revolutionifts and confti- 
tutionalifts of France, he would have had more horrid and dif- 
gulLiiig features of his harpies to deferibe, and mure frequent 
failures in the attempt to deferibe them. 
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If his grace can contemplate the refult of this 
complete innovation, or, as fome friends of his will 
call it, reform, in the whole body of its folidity and 
compound mafs, at which, as Hamlet fays, the face 
of heaven glows with horrour and indignation, and 
which, in truth, makes every retle6ling mind, and 
every feeling heart, perfectly thought-fick, with- 
out a thorough abhorrence of every thing they fay, 
and every thing they do, I am amazed at the mor- 
bid ftrength, or the natural infmnitv of his mind. 

It was then not my love, but my hatred to in- 
novation, that produced my plan of reform. With- 
out troubling myfelf with the exa^lnefs of the lo- 
gical diagram, I confidered them as things fub- 
ftantially oppofite. It was to prevent that evil, 
that I propofed the meafures, which his grace is 
plcafcd, and I am not forry lie is pleafeil, to recal 
to my rc-col!e6tion. I had (what I hone that noble 
duke will remember in all his operations) a Itate 
to preferve, as well as abate to reform. I had a 
people to gratify, but not to inflame, or to miflead. 
I do not claim half the credit for what 1 did, as for 
what 1 pnwented from being done. In that fitu- 
ation of the publick mind, I did not undertake, as 
Was then propofed, to new model the houfe of 
commons or the houfe of lords; or to change the 
authority under which any officer of the crown, 
acted, who was fufiered at all to exilt. Crown, 
lords, commons, judicial fyllcm, fyftcm of admi- 
i8 nillration^ 
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nillration, exifled as they had exifted before; and 
in the mode and manner in which they had always 
exifted. My meafures were, what I then truly 
ftated them to the houfe to be, in their intent, 
healing and mediatorial. A complaint was made 
of too much influence in the houfe of commons. 

1 reduced it in both houfes; and I gave my rea- 
fcns article by article for every reduftion, and 
fliewed why 1 tlwughtit fafe for the fervice of the 
ftate. I heaved the lead every inch of way I made. 
A difpofition to expence was complained of; to 
that I oppofed, not mere retrenchment, but a fyf. 
tern of CEConomy, which w^ould make a randohi 
expence without plan or forefight, in future not 
eaiily pra6licable. I proceeded upon principles of 
refearch to put me in pofleflion of my matter; on 
principles of method to regulate it; and on prin- 
ciples in the human mind and in civil affairs to 
fecure and perpetuate the operation. I conceived 
nothing arbitrarily ; nor propofed any thing to be 
done by the will and pleafure of others, or my 
own; but by reafon, and by reafon only. I have 
ever abhorred, fince the firft dawn of my under- 
ftanding to this its obfcure twilight, all the opera- 
tions of opinion, fancy, inclination, and will, in the 
affairs of government, where only a fovereign rea- 
fon, paramount to all forms of legiflation and ad- 
miniftration, fhould diAate. Government is made 
f»r the very purpofe of oppofing that reafon to 
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will and to caprice, in the reformers or in the re- 
formed, in the governors or in the governed, in 
kings, in fenates, or in people. 

On a careful review, therefore, and analyfis of 
all the component parts of the civil lilt, and on 
weighing them againft each other, in order to 
make, as much as jtoliible, all of them a fuhject of 
ellimate (the foundation and corner-ftone of all re- 
gular provident oeconomy) it appeared to me evi- 
dent, that this was impra6ticable, whilft that part, 
called the penfion lift, was totally difcretionary in 
ts amount. For this rcafon, and for this only, I 
propofed to reduce it, both in its grofs quantity, 
and in its larger individual proportions, to a cer- 
tainty; left, if it were left without a general limit, 
it might eat up the civil lift fervice; if fuftered to 
be granted in portions too great for the fund, it 
might defeat its own end; and by unlimited allow- 
ances to fome, it might difable the crown in means 
of providing for others. The penfion lift was to be 
kept as a facred fund ; but it could not be kept as 
a conftant open fund, fuflicient for growing de- 
mands, if fome demands would wholly devour it* 
The tenour of the aft w ill fhew that it regarded 
the civil lift onZy, the reduftion of which to fome 
fort of eftimate was my great objeft. 

No other of the crown funds did I meddle with, 
becaufe they had not the fame relations. This 
of the four and a half per cents, does his grace 
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imagine had efcapedme, or had efcapedallthemen 
ofbufinefs, wlioadted withmein thofe regulations? 

I knew that fuch a fund exifted, and that penfions 
had been always granted on it, before his grace was 
born. This fund was full in my eye. It was full 
in the eyes of thofe who worked with me. It was 
left on principle. On principle I did what was 
then done ; and on principle what was left undone 
was omitted. I did not dare to rob the nation of 
all funds to rew'ard merit. If I prefled this point 
too clofe, I afted contrary to the avowed principles 
on which I went. Gentlemen are very fond of 
quoting me ; but if any one thinks it worth his * 
while to know the I'nles that guided me in my plan 
of reform, he will read my printed fpeech on that 
fubjeftj at leaft what is contained from page 230 
to page 241 in the fecond volume of the colledlion 
which a friend has given himfelf the trouble to 
make of my pjiblications. Be this as it may, thefe 
two bills (though achieved with the greateft la- 
bour, and management of every fort, both within 
and without the houfe) were only a part, and bu( 
a fmall part, of a very large fyftem, comprehending 
all the obje6ls I flated in opening my propofition, 
and indeed many more, w^hich I juft hinted at in 
my fpeech to the elc6tors of Briftol, when I was 
put out of that reprefentation. All thefe, in fome 
ftate or other of forwardnefs, I have long had by 
me. 

But 
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But do I juftify his majefty’s grace on thefe 
grounds? I think them the leaft of my fervices ! 
The time gave them an occafional value : What I 
have done in the way of political oeconomy was 
far from confined to this body of meafures. I did 
not come into parliament to con my leffon. I had 
earned my penfion before I fet ni}- foot in St. Ste- 
phen’s chapel. I was prepared and difciplined to 
this political warfare. The firft feffion I fat in par- 
s. liament, I found it necefi'ary to analyze the whole 
commercial, financial, conllitutional and foreign 
interefts of Great Britain and its empire. A great 
deal was then done; and more, far more would 
have been done, if more had been permitted by 
events. Then in'the vigour of my manhood, my 
conftitution funk under my labour. Had I then 
died, (and I feemed to myfclf very near death) I 
had then earned for thofe who belonged to me, 
more than the duke of Bedford’s ideas of ferviee 
are of power to eftimate. But in truth, thefe fer- 
vices I am called to account for, are not thofe on 
which I value myfelf the moft. If I were to call 
for a reward (which I have never done) it fiiould 
be for thofe in which for fourteen years, without 
interiniflion, I fliewed the moft induftry, and had 
the leaft fuccefs ; I mean iu the affairs of India. 
They are thofe on which I value myfelf the moft; 
moft for the importance; moft for the labour; 
moft for the judgment ; moft for conftancy and 
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perfeverance in the purfuit. Others may value 
them moft for the In that, furely, they 

are not miftaken. 

Does his grace think, that they who advifed the 
crown to make my retreat eafy, coufidered me 
only as an oeconomift ? That, well underllood, 
however, is a good deal. If I had not deemed it 
of fomc value, I Ihould not have made political 
ceconomy an object of my humble Judies, from 
my very early youth to near the end of my fervice - 
in parliament, even before (at leaft to any know- 
ledge of mine) it had employed the thoughts of 
fpeculative men in other parts of Europe. At that 
time it was ftill in its infancy in England, where, 
in the laft century, it had its origin. Great and 
learned men thought my ftudies were not wholly 
tlirown away, and deigned to communicate with 
me now and then on fome particulars oft heir im- 
mortal works. Something of thefe ftudies may 
a{)pear incidentally in fome of the carlieft things I 
pubi idled. The houfe has been witnefs to their 
effeft, and has profited of them more or Icfs, for 
above eight and twenty years. 

I'o their eftimate I leave the matter. I was not, 
like his grace of Bedford, fwaddled, and rocked, 
and dandled into a legiflator; “ Niiorin adverfmn' 
js the motto for a man like me. I poflefled not 
one of the qualities, nor cultivated one of the arts 
Jhat recommend men to the favour and proteflion 
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of the great. I was not made for a minion, or a 
tool. As little did I follow the trade of winning 
the hearts, by impofmgon the underllandings, of 
the people. At every ftep of my progrefs in life 
(for in every ftep was I traverfed and opi)ofed), 
and at every turnpike I met, I was obliged to Ihew 
my paflport, and again and again to prove my foie 
title to the honour of being ufefiil to my country, 
bv a proof that I was not wholly unacquainted with 
its laws, and the whole fyftcin of its interefts both 
abroad and at home. Otherwife no rank, no to- 
Jeration even, for me. I had no arts, but manly 
arts. On them I have ftood, and, pleafe God, in 
fpite of the duke of Bedford and tlie earl of Lau- 
derdale, to the laft gafp will I Hand. 

Had his grace condefcended to inquire concern- 
ing the perfon, whom he has not thought it below' 
him to reproach, he might have found, that in the 
whole courfe of my life, I have never, on any pre- 
tence of cEConomy, or on any other pretence, fo 
much as in a fiiigle inllance, ftoorl betw'een any 
man and his reward of fervice, or his encourage- 
ment in ufeful tak-nt and purfuit, fi om the highcll 
of thofe fervices and purfuits to the lowed. On 
the contrary I have, on an hundred occafions, e.\- 
erted myfelf with fingular zeal to forward every 
man’s even tolerable pretenlions. I have more 
than once had good-natured rep rehen dons from 
my friends for carrying the matter to fomething 
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bordering on abufe. This line ofconduft, what- 
ever its merits might be, was partly owing to na- 
tural difpofition ; but 1 think full as much to rea- 
fon and principle. I looked on the confideration 
of publick fervice, or publick ornament, to be real 
and very juftice : and I ever held a fcanty and pe- 
nurious juftice to partake of the nature of a wrong. 
I held it to be, in its confequences, the worft occo_ 
nomy in the w’orld. In faving money, I foon can 
count up all the good I do ; but wdien by a cold 
penury, I blaft the abilities of a nation, and ftunt 
the growth of its aftive energies, the ill 1 may <lo 
is beyond all calculation. Whetlier it be too much 
or too little, w hatever I have done has been gene- 
ral and fyllematick. I have never entered into 
thofe trifling vexations and opprdfive details, that 
have been falfely, and moft ridiculoufly laid to mj 
charge. 

Did I blame the penfions given to Mr. Barr6 and 
Mr. Dunning between the propofition and execu- 
tion of my plan ? No ! finely no ! Thofe penfions 
were within m3' principles. I affert it, thofe gentle- 
men deferved their penfions, their titles — all tliey 
had ; and more had they had, I fliouldhave been but 
pleafed the more. They were men of talents ; they 
were men of feiwice. I put the profeflion of tlie 
law out of the queflion in one of them. It is a fer- 
vice that rew'ards itfelf. But their publick feiTice, 
lliough, from their abilities unquellionably of more 
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value than mine, in its quantity and in its duration 
was not to be mentioned with it. But I never 
could drive a hard bargain in my life, concerning 
any matter whatever ; and lead of all do I know 
how to haggle and hiickfter with merit, Penfion 
for myfelf I obtained none j nor did I folicit any. 
Yet I was loaded with hatred for every thing that 
was witheld, and with obloquy for every thing 
that w'as given. I was thus left to fupport the 
grants of a name e\ er dear to me, and ever ve-. 
nerable to the world, in favour of thofe, who were 
no friends of mine or of his, againft tiie rude at- 
tacks of thofe who were at that time friends to the 
grantees, and their own zealous partifans. I have 
never heard the earl of Lauderdale complain of 
thefe pcnfions. He finds nothing wrong till he 
comes to me. This is impartiality, in the true 
modern revolutionary ftyle. 

Whatever I did at that time, fo far as it regarded 
order and oeconomy, is ftable and eternal ; as all 
principles muft be. A particular order of things 
may be altered ; order itfelf cannot lofe its value. 
As to other particulars, they are variable by time 
and by circumitances. Laws of regulation are not 
fundamental laws. The publick exigencies are the 
mafters of all fuch laws. They rule the laws, and 
are not to be ruled by them. They who exercife 
.the legiflative power at the time muft judge. 

It may be new to his grace, but I beg leave to tell 

him. 
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him, that mere parfimony is not (Economy. It is 
feparable in theory from it ; and in fact it may, 
or it may not, be a part of oeconomy, according to 
circumftances. Expence, and great expence, may 
be an effential part in true (Economy. If parfimony 
were to be confidered as one of the kinds of that 
virtue, there is however another and an higher 
oeconomy. CEconomy is a dillributive virtue, and 
confifts not in faving, but in felection. Parfimony 
requires no providence, no fagacity, no powers of 
combination, no comparifon, no judgment. Mere 
inftinft, and that not an inftiu6l of the nobleft kind, 
may produce this falfe oeconomy in perfeiftion. 
The other cecpnomy has larger views. It demands 
a difcriminating judgment, and a firm fagacious 
mind. It fiiuts one door to impudent importu- 
nity, only to open another, and a wider, to unpre- 
fuming merit. If none but meritorious fervice or 
real talent were to be rewarded, this nation has not 
wanted, and this nation will not want, the means 
of rewarding all the fervice it ever will receive, and 
encouraging all the merit it ever will produce. No 
ftate, fince the foundation of fociety, has been im- 
poverilhed by that fpecies of profulion. Had the 
ceconomy of feleftion and proportion been at all 
times obferved, we fhould not now have had an 
overgrown duke of Bedford, to opprefs the induf- 
try of humble men, and to limit by the ftandard 

of 


Digitized by Google 



A letter to 


32 

of his own conceptions, the juftice, the bounty, or, 
if he pleafes, the charity of the crown. 

His grace may think as meanly as he will of my 
deferts in the far greater part of my condua in 
life. It is free for him to do fo. There will al- 
ways be fome difference of opinion in the value of 
political fervices. But there is one merit of mine, 
which he, of all men living, ought to be the laft 
to call in queftion. I have fupported with very 
great zeal, and I am told with fome degree of fuc- 
cefs, thofe opinions, or if his grace likes another 
exprefiion better, thofe old prejudices which buoy 
upthe ponderous mafs of his nobility, wraith, and 
titles. I have omitted no exertion to prevent him 
and them from finking to that level, to which the 
meretricious French fa6lion. Ids grace at leall co- 
quets wdth, omit no exertion to reduce both. I 
have done all I could to difcountenance their in- 
quiries into the fortunes of thole, who hold large 
portions of wealth without any apparent merit of 
their own. I have drained every nerve to keep 
the duke of Bedford in that fituation, which alone 
makes him my fuperiour. ^ our Lordfhip has been, 
a witnefs of the ufe he makes of that pre-emi- 
nence. 

But be it, that this is virtue! Be it, that there, 
is virtue in this well fele6led rigour; yet all virtues) 
are not equally becoming to all men and at all 

times. 
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Utrtes. There are crimes, undoubtedly there are 
Crimes, which in all feaforis of our exiftence, ought 
to put a generous antipathy in aftlon ; crimes tliat 
provoke an indignant juftice, and call forth a warm 
and animated purfuit. But all things, that con- 
cern, what I may call, the preventive police of 
morality, all things merely rigid, harlb and cen- 
forial, the antiquated moralills, at whofe feet I 
Was brought up, would not have thought thefe 
the fitted; matter to form the favourite virtues of 
young men of rank. What might have been well 
enough, and have been received with a veneration 
mixed with awe and terrour, from an old, fevere, 
crabbed Cato, would have wanted fomethinsr of 
propriety in the young Scipios, the ornament of 
the Roman nobility, in the flower of their life. 
But the times, the morals, the mailers, the fcholars 
have all undergone a thorough revolution. It is 
a vile illiberal fchool, tliis new French academy of 
they^n^ culottes. There is nothing in it that is fit 
for a gentleman to learn. 

Whatever its vogue may be, I Hill flatter my- 
felf, that the parents of the growing generation 
will be fatisfied with what is to be taught to theif 
children in Weftminfter, in Eton, or in Win- 
chefter: I ftill indulge the hope that no grocon 
gentleman or nobleman of our time will think of 
finifliing at Mr. Thelwall’s leSure whatever may- 
have been left incomplete at the old univerfities of 
Voi. VIII. D hi| ^ 
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his country. I would give to lord Grenv ille ami 
Mr. Pitt for a motto, what was faid of a Roman 
cenfor or praator (or what was lie), who in virtue 
of a Senatus confultum lliut up certain academies, 

“ Clnderc liidum impudev'lt jtijfil.” 

Every honeft father of a family in the kingdom 
will rejoice at the breaking up for the holidays, and 
w'ill pray that there may be a very long vacation 
in all fuch fchools. 

The awful date of the time, and not myfeif or 
my own jufiification, is my true ohjecl in what I 
row write ; or in what I lhall ever write or lay. It 
little fignifies to the vv orld what becomes of fuch 
things as me, or even as the duke of Bedford. 
What I fay about either of ns is nothing more than 
a vehicle, as you, my lord, will ealily perceive, 
to convey my fentiments on matters far more wor- 
thy of your attention. It is when I flick to my 
apparent full fubjeft that I ought to apologize, 
not when I depart from it. I therefore mufl beg 
your lordlliip’s pardon for again refuming it after 
this very fhort digreflion ; alluring you that 1 fhall 
never altogether lofe fight of fuch matter as per- 
fons aijler than I am may turn to fome profit. 

The duke of Bedford conceives, that he is ob- 
liged to call the attention of the houfe of peers to 
his majefty’s grant to me, which he corifiders as 
excefiive and out of all bounds. 

1 knovf 
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I know not how it has happened, but it really 
feems, that, whilft his grace was meditating his 
Vell-confidered ccnfure upon me, he fell into a 
fort of deep. Homer nods; and the duke of Bed- 
ford may dream ; and as dreams (even his golden 
dreams) are apt to be ill-pieced and incongruoufly 
put together, his grace preferred his idea of re- 
proach to me, but took the fubj eft-matter from tlie ^ 
crown-grants lo his men family. This is “ the fluff 
“ of which his dreams are made.” In that way of 
putting things together his grace is perfeftly in 
the right. The grants to the houfe of Ruffd were 
fo enormous, as not only to outrage oeconomy, 
but even to flagger credibility. The duke of Bed- 
ford is the leviathan among ail the creatures of 
the crown. He tumbles about his unwieldy bulk; 
he plays and frolicks in the ocean of the royal 
bounty. Huge as he is, and whilfl “ he lies float- 
“ ing many a rood,” he is flill a creature. His ribs, 
his fins, his whalebone, his blubber, the very fpi- 
racles through w hich he fpouts a torrent of brine 
againft his origin, and covers me all over w ith the 
fpray,— every thing of him and about him is from 
tlie throne. Is it for him to queftion the difpen- 
fatiou of the royal favour? 

1 really am at a lofs to draw any fort of parallel 
between the publick merits of his grace, by which 
he jullifies the grants he holds, ajid thefe fervic^s 
of mine, on the favourable conflruftion of whidt 
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I hare obtained what his grace fo much difap^ 
proves. In private life, I have not at all the ho- 
nour of acquaintance with the noble duke. But 
I ought to prefnme, and it cofts me nothing to do 
fo, that he abundantly deferves the efteeni and 
love of all who live with him. But as to publick 
fervice, wliy truly it wouhl not be more ridicu- 
lous for me to compare myfelf in rank, in fortune, 
in fplendkl defcent, in youth, firength, or figure, 
with the duke of Beilford, than to make a parallel 
betw een his fervices, and my attempts to be ufeful 
to my country. It would not be grofs adulation, 
but uncivil irony, to fay, that he has any publick 
merit of his own to keep alive the idea of the fer- 
vices by which his vatl landed penfions were ob- 
tained. My merits, whatever they are, are ori- 
ginal and perfonal; his are derivative. It is his 
anceftor, the original penfioner, that has laid up 
this incxhauftible fund of merit, which makes his 
grace fo very delicate and exceptions about the 
merit of all other grantees of the crown. Had he 
permitted me to remain in quiet, I fhould have 
faid ’tis his eftate ; that’s enough. It is his by 
law^ ; what have I*to do wdth it or its hiftory ? He 
would naturally have faid on his fide, ’tis this 
man’s fortune. — He is as good now, as my anceftor 
was two hundred and fifty years ago, I am a 
young man wdth very old penfions ; he is an old 
man with verv voung penIions,-^that s all. 

Why 
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Why will his grace, by attacking me, force me 
relutianth" to compare my little merit with that 
which obtained from the crown thofo prodigies 
of profufe donation by which he tramples on the 
mediocrity of hvimble and laborious individuals ? 

I would willingly leave him to the herald’s college,, 
which the philofophyof the fans culottes, (prouder 
by far tha!i all the Garters, and Xorroys and Cla- 
j-encieux, and Rouge Dragons tiiat ever pranced 
in a proceflion of what his friends call ariftocrats 
and defpots) will abolilh with contumely and fcorn. 
Thefe hiftorians, recorders, and blazoners of vir- 
tues and arms, differ wholly from that other de- 
fcription of hiftorians, who never affign any ad 
of politicians to a good motive. Thefe gentle hif- 
torians, on the contrary, dip their pens in nothing 
but the milk of human kindnefs. They feek no 
further for merit than the preamble of a patent, 
or the iufcription on a tomb. With them every 
man created a peer is firft an hero ready made. 
They judge of every man’s capacity for office by 
the offices he lias filled j and the more offices the 
more ability. Every general-officer with them is 
a Marlborough ; every ftalefman a Burleigh ; every 
judge a Murray or a Yorke. They who alive, 
were laughed at or pitied by all their acquaintance, 
make as good a figure as the beft of them in the 
pages of Guilhm, Edmondfon, and Collins. 

To thefe recorders, fo full of good nature to the 
n I great 
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great and profperous, I would willingly leave the 
firft baron Rufl'd, and earl of Bedfoid, and the 
merits of his grants. But the aidnager, tlie weigher, 
the meter of grants, will not fuffer ii.s to acquiefce 
in the judgment of the prince reigning at the time 
when they were made. They are never good to 
tho'ewho earn them. Well then; fince the new 
grantees have war made on them by the old, atid 
that the word of the fovereign is not to be taken, 
let us turn our eyes to hiftory, in which great men 
have always a pleafure in contemplating tlie he- 
roick origin of tlieir hoiife. 

The firft peer of the name, the firft pnrchafer 
of the grant.s, was a Mr Rufl'el, a perfon of an 
ancient gentleman’s family raifed by being a mi- 
nion of Henry the Eighth. As there generally is 
fome refemblance of chara6ler to create thef- re- 
lations, the favourite was in all likelihood mudj 
fuch another as his mafter. The firft of thofe im- 
moderate grants was not taken from the ancient 
demefne of the crown, but from the recent con- 
fifeation of the ancient nobility of the land. The 
lion having fucked the blood of his prey, tlirew 
the offal carcafe to thejackall in waiting, Having 
tailed once the food of confifeation, the favourites 
became fierce and ravenous. This worthy fa- 
vourite’s firft grant was from the lay nobi’ity. 
The fecond, infinitely improving on the enormity 
of the full, was from tire plunder of the clmreh. 

ll\ 
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In truth his grace is fomewhat excufable for his 
diilike to a grant like mine, not only in its quan- 
tity, but in its kind fo diilerent from his own. 

Mine was from a mild and benevolent fovereiguj 
his from Henry the Eighth. 

Mine had not its fund in the murder of any in- 
nocent perfon of illullrious rank,* or in the pil- 
lage of any body of unoffending men. His grants 
were from the aggregate and confolidated fends of 
judgments iniquitoully legal, and from poffeflions 
voluntarily furrendered by the lawful proprietors 
with the gibbet at their door. 

The merit of the grantee whom he derives 
from, was that of being a prompt and greedy in- 
ftrument of a levelling tyrant, who opprefied all 
del'criptions of his people, but who fell with par- 
ticular fury on every thing that was great and noble. 
Mine has been, in endeavouring to fcrcen every 
man, in every clafs, from opjtrdiion, and particu- 
larly in defending the high and eminent, who in 
the bad times of confifcating princes, confilcating 
chief governours, or confifcating demagogues, are 
the moft expofed to jealoufy, avarice and envy. 

The merit of the original grantee of his grace’s 
penfions, was in giving his hand to the work, and 
partaking the fpoil with a prince, who plundered a 
part of the national church of his time and countiy, 

* See the hiftory of the melancholy calaflrophc of the Duke 
#f Buckingham. Temp. Hen 8. 

» 4 Mine 
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Mine was in defending tlie whole of the national 
church of my own time and my own country, 
and the whole of the national churches of all 
countries, from the principles and the examples 
which lead to ecclefiaftical pillage, thence to a con- 
tempt of all prefcriptive titles, thence to the pil- 
lage of all property, and thence to univerfal defo- 
lation. 

The merit of the origin of his grace’s fortune 
was in being a favourite and chief advifer to a 
prince, who left no liberty to their native country. 
My endeavour was to obtain liberty for the muni- 
cipal country in which I was born, and for all de- 
fcriptions and denominations in it. Mine was to 
fupport with unrelaxlng vigilance every right, 
every privilege, every franchife, in tliis my adopt- 
ed, my dearer and more comprclienfive country ; 
and not only to prel'erve tliofe rights in this chief 
feat of empire, but in every nation, in evesy land, 
in every climate, language and religion, in the vaft 
domain thatfiill is under the proteftion, and the 
larger that was once under the protection, of the 
Britiih crown. 

H is founder’s merits were, by arts in which he 
ferved his maficr and made Ids fortune, to bring 
poverty, wretchcdiiefs and depopulation on hia- 
country. Mine were under a benevolent prince, 
in promoting the conanerce, manufactures and. 
agriculture of his kingdom j in which his majefty 

iliews 
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lliews an eminent example, who even in his amufe- 
ments is a patriot, and in hours of leifure an im- 
prover of his native foil. 

H IS founder’s merit, was the merit of a gentle- 
man raifed by the arts of a court, and the protec- 
tion of a Wolfey, to the eminence of a great and 
potent lord. His merit in that eminence W'as by 
inftigalinga tyrant to injuftice, to provoke a peo- 
ple to rebellion. — My merit was, to awaken the 
fober part of the country, that they might put y 
themfelves on their guard againft any one potent 
lord, or any greater number of potent lords, or 
any combination of great leading men of any fort, 
if ever they Ihould atempt to proceed in tlie fame 
courfes, but in the reverfe order, that i.s, by in- 
liigatinga corrupted populace to rebellion, and, 
through that rebellion, introducing a tyranny yet 
worfe than the tyranny which his grace’s anceftor 
fupported, and of which he profited in the man- 
ner we behold in the defpotifm of Henry the 
Eighth. 

The political merit of the firft penfioner of his 
grace’s houfe, was that of being concerned as a 
counfellor of Hale in advifing, and in his perfoa 
executing the conditions of a diihonourable peace 
with France ; the furrendering the fortrefs of Bou- 
logne, then our out-guard on the continent. By 
that furrender, Calais, the key of France, and the 
bridle in the mouth of that power, was, not many 

years 
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years aftem-ards, fiiriil y loih My merit has been 
in refuting the power and pride of France, under 
any form of its rule; but in oppofing it with the 
greatcl't zcii\ ami earneflnefs, when that rule ap- 
peared in the worll form it could atfume; the 
wms-ft indeed which tlie prime caufe and principle 
of all evil could poflibly give it. It was my en- 
deavour by every means to excite a fpirit in the 
houfe, where I had the honour of a feat, for car- 
rying on with early vigour and decifion, the moft 
dearly juft and neceflriry war, that this or any na- 
tion ever carried on; in order to fave my country 
fiom the iron yoke of its power, and from the 
more dreadful contagion of its principles; to pre- 
ferve, while they can be preferved, pure and un- 
tainted, the ancient, inbred integrity, piety, gootl 
nature, and good humour of the people of Eng- 
land, from the dreadful peftilence which beginning 
in France, threatens to lay wafte the whole moral, 
and in’a great degree the whole phyfical world, 
having done both in the focus of its moft inteufe 

malignity. ' 

^ The labours of his grace’s founder merited the 
curfes, not loud but deep, of the commons of 
England, on whom he and hismafterhad effecied 
a complete parliamentartj ref arm, hy making them in 
their flavery and humiliation, the true and ade- 
quate reprefentatives of a debafed, degradc^d, and 
undone people. My merits were, in having had 

aa 
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an active, thought not always an oftentatlousfliare, 
in every one aft, without exception, of undifputed 
conllitutional utility in rny time, and in having 
fiipported on all occafions, the authority, the efli- 
ciency, and the privileges of the eomnions of Great 
Britain. 1 endc<t my fervices by a recorded and 
fully reafoned aflertion on their own journals of 
their coiiftitutional right-s and a vindication of 
their coiiftitutional conduct. I laboured in all 
things to merit their inward approbation, and 
(alorigwitli the allUlance of the largeft, thegreateft, 
and beft of my endeavours) I received tlieir free, 
unbiafl'ed, pubnek, and folemn thanks. 

1 lius (lands the account of the comparative 
merits of tiie crown grants which compofe the 
duke of Bedford’s fortune as lialanced againft 
mine. In the name of comm on fenfe, why Ihould 
die duke of Bedford think, that none but of the 
houfe of Rufl'el are entitled to the favour of the 
crown ? Why (hould he imagine that no king of 
England has been capable of judging of merit but 
king Henry the Fighth? Indeed, he will {lardon 
me; he is a little niiftaken ; all virtue did not end 
in the firft earl of Bedford. All difceniment did 
not lofe its vifioirwhcn his creator clofed his eyes. 
Let him remit his rigour on the difproportion be- 
tween merit and reward in others, and they will 
make no iiujuiry into the origin of his fortune. 
They will regard v\ith much more fatisfadtion, as 

he 
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he Vvill contemplate with infinitely more advan- 
tage, whatever in his pedigree has been dulcified 
by an expofurc to the influence of heaven in along 
flow of generations, from the hard, acidulous, rae- 
tallick tiii6iure of the fpring. It is little to be 
doubted, that feveral of his forefathers in that long 
feries, have degenerated into honour and virtue. 
I^t the duke of Bedford (I am fure he will) rejeft 
with f orn and horrour, the counfels of the lec- 
turers, thofe wicked panders to avarice and am- 
bition, who would tempt him in the troubles of his 
countr}% to feek another enormous fortune from 
the foifeitures of another nobility, and the plun- 
der of another church. Let him (and I trufl that 
yet he will) employ all the energy of his youth, 
and ail the refources of his w eulth, to crufh re- 
bellious principles which have no foundation in 
morals, and rebellious movements that have no 
provocation in tyranny. 

Then will be forgot the rebellions, which, by a. 
doubtful priority in crime, his anceftor had pro- 
voked and extinguifhed, On fuch a conduA in 
the noble duke, many of his countrymen might, 
and with fome excufe might, give w’ay to the en- 
tlmfiafm of their gratitude, and in the dafhing 
' llyle of fome of the old declaimers, cry out, that 
if the fates had found no other way in wdiich they 
could givea* duke of Bedford and his opulencQ 
* At fi non aliam venture fata Nei;oni, &c, 
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as props to a tottering world, then the butchery 
of the duke of Buckingham miglit be tolerated; 
it mio-ht be recrarded even with coiuplacency, 
whilft in the heir of confifcation they faw the fym- 
pathizing comforter of the martyrs, who fuller 
under the cruel confifcation o^ tliis day; whilft 
they behold with admiration his zealous protec- 
tion of the virtuous and loyal nobility of France, 
and his manly fupport of his brelliren, the yet 
fianding nobility and gentry of his native land. 
Then his grace’s merit would be pure and new, 
and lliarp, as frefli from the mint of honour. As 
he pleafed he might rcfleft honour on his prede- 
ceflbrs, or throw it forward on thofe who were to 
fucceed him. He might be the propagator of the 
Aock of honour, or the root of it, as he thought 
proper. 

Had it pleafed God to continue to me the hopes 
of fucceflion, I lliould have been according to my 
mediocrity, and the mediocrity of tlie age I live 
in, a fort of founder of a family; I lliould have 
left a fon, who, in all the points in which perfonal 
merit can be viewed, in fcience, in erudition, in 
genius, in tafte, in honour, in generofity, in hunLa- 
nity, in every liberal fentiment, and every liberal 
accomplilhment, wmuld not have lliewn himfelf 
inferiour to the duke of Bedford, or to any of 
thofe whom he traces in his line. His grace very 
foon would have wanted all plaufibility in his attack 

upon 

f 


Digitized by Google 



A Letter to 


4^ 

upon that provifion whVh boloneofl more t# 
mine than to me. HE n ould footi have fanplied 
every rlefici* ncv, and lyninKli ized e' cry difpro- 
portion. It would not have been for that fiicceflbr 
to refort to aiiytln^nant wafiitifr refervoir of merit 
in me, orin any hncellry. He had in himfelf a 
falient, living fpring, of generous and manly action. 
Every day he lived he would have rc-piirchafed 
the bounty of tlie crow n, and ten times more, if 
ten times more he had received. He was made a 
publick creature; and had no enjoyment what- 
ever, but in the performance of fome duty. At 
tliis exigent moment, the lofs of a finijhed man is 
not eafily fupplied. 

But a difpofer vvhofe power we are little able 
to refill, and whole w ifdom it belioves us not at tdl 
to difpute; has ordained it in another manner, 
and (whatever my querulous vveaknefs might fug- 
gefi) a far better. The ftorm has gone over me ; 
and I lie like one of ihofe old oaks which the late 
hurricane has feaftered about me. I am llripped 
of all my honours ; I am torn up by the roots, 
and lie prollrate on the earth! There, and prof- 
trate there, I moll unfeignedly recognife the di- 
vine jullice, and in fome degree fubmit to it. But 
whilft I humble my felf before God, I do not know 
that it is forbidden to repel the atacks of unjuft 
and inconfiderate men. The patience of Job is 
proverbial. After fome of the convulfive ftruggles 

of 
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•f our irritable nature, he fubmitted himfelf, and 
repented in dull and athes. But even fo, I do not 
find him blamed for reprehending, and with a 
confiderable degree of verbal afperity, tiiufe ill- 
natured neighbours of his, who vilited his dunghill 
to read moral, politieal, and ceeonomical lectures 
on hismifery. I am alone. I have none to meet 
my enemies in the gate. Indee<l, my lord, I greatly 
deceive myfelf, if in this hard feafon I would give 
a peck of refufe wheat for all that is called fame 
' and honour in the world. This is the a])petite but 
of a few. It is a luxury ; it is a privilege : it is 
an indulgence for thofe who are at tJieir cafe. 
But we are all of us made to fiiun difgracc, as wc 
are made to fiirink from pain, and poverty, and 
difeafe. It is an inftinft; and under the direftion 
of reafon, infiinCt is always in the right. I live 
in an inverted order. They who ought to have 
fucceeded me are gone before me. Tlicy w 1 k> 
thonldhave been to me as pofterity arc in the place 
of anceliors. I owe to the deareft relation (which 
ever muft fubfift in memory) that atd; of piety, 
which he would have performed to me ; i owe it 
to him to fliew that he was not deiceiided, as tlie 
duke of Bedford w’ould have it, Irom an unwor- 
thy parent. 

The crown has confidered me after long fervice : 
the crown has paid the duke of Bedford by ad- 
vance. He has had a long credit for any ferv ice 

which 
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which he may perform hereafter. Tie is fedUrg^ 
and long may he be feciire, in hi.s advance, whe- 
ther he performs any fervices or not. But let him 
take care how he endangers the fafety of that con* 
ftittition which fccures his own ufility or his own 
infignificance; or how he difcourages thofe, who 
take up, even puny arms, to defend an order of 
things, which, like the fun of heaven, fliines alike 
on the ufeful and the worthlefs. His grants are 
engrafted on tlie puhlick law of Europe, covered 
W'ith the awful hoar of innumerable ages. They 
are girardcd by the (acred rules of prefcription, 
found in that full treafury of jurifprudence from 
which the jejunenefs and penury of our municipal 
law has, by degrees, been enriched and ftrength- 
ened. This prefcription I had my (liare (a very 
full (liare) in bringing to its perfection*. The 
duke of Bedford will (land as long as prefcriptive 
law endures : as long as the great (table laws of 
property common to us with all civilized nations, 
are kept in their integrity, and vvithout the fmalleft 
intermixture of laws, maxims, principles, or pre- 
cedents of the grand revolution. They are fecure 
againft all changes but one. The whole revolu- 
tionary fyftem, inditutes, digeft, code, novels, 
text, glofs, comment, are, not only not the fame^ 
but they are the very reverfe, and the reverfe 

Sir George Savile’s Adi called The Nullum Temptis Ad. 
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ftitidamentally, of all the laws, on which civil life 
has hitherto been upheld in all the governments of 
the world. The learned profeflbrs of the rights of 
man regard prcfcription, not as a title to bar all 
claim, fet up againft old poffeffion — but they look 
on prefcription as itfelf a bar againft the poffeH’or 
and proprietor. They hold an imrpemorial pof^ 
feffion to be no more than a long continued, and 
therefore an aggravated injullice. 

Such’ are their ideas; fuch /Ae/r religion, and 
fuch their law. But as to our country and our race,^ 
as long as the well compared ftru<5lure of our 
church and ftate, the fanftuary, the holy of holies 
of that ancient law, defended by reverence, de- 
fended by power, a fortrefs at once and a temple*, 
fliall fland inviolate on the brow of the Britidx 
Sion — as long as the BritHh monarchy, not more 
limited than fenced by the orders of the ftate, fliall, 
like the proud Keep of Windfor, rifing in the ma- 
jelty of proportion, and girt with the double belt 
of its kindred and coeval towers, as long as this 
awftil ftrmdure fhall overfee and guard tlie fub- 
jedted land — fo long the mounds and dykes of the 
low, fat, Bedford level will have nothing to fear 
from all the pickaxes of all the levellers of France. 
As long as' our fovereign lord the king, and his 
faithful fubjedls, the lords and commons of this 

* Tcmphim in modumarcis. Tacitus of the temple of Jerufa- 

1cm. 
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realm, — th^ triple cord, which no man can break ; 
the folemn,) fworn, conftitutional frank-pledge of 
this nation ; the firm guarantees of eagli others 
being, and each others rights ; the joint and feve- 
ral fecurities, each in its place and order, for every 
kind and every quality, of property and of dig- 
nity. — As long as thefe endure, fo long the duke 
of Bedford is fafe : and we are all fafe together — 
the high from the blights of envy and the fpolia- 
tions of rapacity ; the low from the iron hand of 
opprertion and the infolent fpuru of contempt. 
Amen ! and fo be it: and fo it will be, 

» > 

Dum domus JEnece CapHoli immobile faxum 
Accolet-, imperiumqae pater Romanus Itabebii . — 

But if the rude inroad of Gallick tumuU, with 
its fophiftical rights of man, to falfify the account, 
and its fword as a makeweight to throw into the 
fcale, lhall be introduced into our city by a mif- 
guided f)opulace, fet on by proud great men, thera- 
felves blinded and intoxicated by a frantick ambi- 
tion, weihall, all of us, periili and be overwelmed 
in a common ruin. If a great ftorm blow on our 
coaft, it will call the wdiales on the ftrand as well 
as the periwinkles. His grace will not furvive 
the poor grantee he defpifes, no not for a twelve- 
month. If the great look for fafety in the fervices 
they render to this Gallick caufe, it is to be foolilh, 

even 
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even above t’he weight of privilege allowed to 
wealth. If his Grace be one of thefe whom they^ 
endeavour to profelytiz'ej he' ought to be aware of 
the character of the feft, whofe dodrihe's he i.^ in- 
vited to embrace. ‘With them'^infiirreidihn is' the 
mod facred of revolutionary duties tb the date. 
Ingratitude to benefadors is the firft of revolution- 
ary virtues. Ingratitude is indeed their four car- 
dinal virtues compaded and amalgamated Into one; 
and he Will find it in every thing that has happ'ened 
lince the commencement of the philofophick revo- 
lution to this hour. If he pleads the merit of hav- 
ing performed the duty of infurredion agaiuft the 
order he lives (God forbid he ever fliould), the 
merit of others will be to perform the duty of in- 
furredion againft him. If he pleads (again God 
forbid he lliould, and I do not fufped he will) his 
ingratitude to the crown for its creation of his fa- 
mily, others will plead their right and duty to pay 
him in kind. They will laugh, indeed they will 
laugh, at his parchment and his wax. His deeds 
will be drawn out with the reft of the lumber of 
his evidence room, and burnt to the tuneof fa ira 
in the courts of Bedford (then Equality) houfe. 

Am I to blame, if I attempt to pay his Grace’s 
hoftile reproaches to me with a friendly admonition 
to himfelf ? Can 1 be blamed, for pointing out to 
him in what manner he is like to be affeded; if the 
fed of the cannibal philofophers of France Ihould 

E z pfofelytize 
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profelytize anyi confiderable part of this peop^e^ 
and, by their joint profeJytizing arms,' fhonid con- 
quer that governmentj to which is Grace does; 
not feem to me to give all the fupport his own fe- 
cnrity demands ? Surely it, is proper, that he, and 
that others like him, fliould know the true genius 
of this, feft; what their 'opinions are, , what they 
have done; and to whom ; and what, (if a prog- 
noftick is to be formed from the difpofitious and 
actions of men) it is certain they will do hereafter. 
He ought to know, that they have fworn aflifiance* 
the only engagements they, ever will keep, to all 
in this country, who bear a refemblance to them- 
felves, and who think as fuch, that The whole duty ^ 
of men confifts in de(tru6tion, They are a mifallied 
and difparaged branch of the houfe of Nimrod. 
They are the duke of Bedford’s natural hunters ; 
and he is their natural game. Becaufe he is not 
very profoundly reflecting, , he fleeps in profound 
fecurity.: they, on the contrary, are always vigi- 
lant, active, enterpriling, and,, though fiu* removed 
from any knowledge wliich makes men eftiraable 
or ufeful, in all the inftrilinejits and refources of 

V 

evil, their leaders are not meanly inlli ufted, orin- 
fufficiently furnilhed. In the French revolution 
every thing is new; and, from want of preparation 
to meet fo unlooked-for an evil, every tiling is dan- 
gerous. Never, before this time, was a fet of li- 
terary men, converted into a gang of robbers and 
1 8 .. affaflins. 
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afTaflin.s. Never before, did a den of bravoes and 
banditti, alfume the garb and tone of an academy 
of philofophers. 

Let me tell his Grace, that an union of fuch 
charafters, monftroHS as it feems, is not made for 
producing defpicable enemies. But if they are 
fonnidable as foes, as friends they are dreadful in- 
deed. The men of property in France confiding 
in a force, which feemed to be irreliftible, becaufe 
it had never been tried, neglefted to prepare for a 
confli6l with their enemies at their own weapons. 
They w’ere found in fuch a fituation as the Mexi- 
cans were, when they were attacked by the dogs^ 
the cavalry, the iron, and the gunpowder of an 
handful of bearded men, whom they did not know 
to exift in nature. This is a coraparifon that fome, 
I think, have made; and it is j'uft. In France they 
had their enemie.s within their houfes. They were 
even in the bofoms of many of them. But they 
had not fagacity to difeern their favage character. 
They feemed tame, and even carefiing. They had 
nothing but douce hiimanile in their mouth. They 
could not bear the punithment of the mildeft laws 
on the greatell criminals. The flighted feverity of 
juftice made their flefli creep The very idea that 
war exified in the world difturbed their repofe. 
Military glory was no more, with them, than a 
fplendid infamy. Hardly wmuld they hear of felf- 
E 3 delence> 
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defence, which they reduced within fuch bounds^ 
as to leave it no defence at all. All this W'hile they 
meditated the confifcations and maffacres we have 
feen. Had any one told thefe unfortunate noble- 
men and gentlemen, how, and by whom, the grand 
fabrick of the French monarchy under which they 
floiiriflied would be fubverted, they would not 
have pitied him as a vifionary, but would have 
turned from him as what they call a mauvais plai- 
fant. Yet we have feen what has happened. The 
perfons who have fuffeied from the cannibal philo- 
fophy of France, are fo like the duke of Bedford, 
that nothing but his Grace’s probably not fpeaking 
quite fo good French, could enable us to find out 
any difference. A great many of them had as 
pompous titles as he, and were of full a;^ illuftrious 
a race : fome few of them had fortunes as ample ; 
feveral of them, without meaning theleaft difpa- 
ragement to the duke of Bedford, were as wife, 
and as virtuous, and as valiant, and as well edu- 
cated, and as complete in all the lineaments of men 
of honour as he is : And to all this they had added 
the powerful outguard of a military profeflion, 
which, in its nature, renders men fomewhat more 
cautious than thofe, who have nothing to attend, 
to but the lazy enjoyment of undiflurbed poflef- 
fions. But fecurity was their ruin. /They are 
dallied to pieces in. the llorm, and our fiioresi^re 

covered 
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covered with the wrecks. If they had been aware 
that fuch a thing miglit happen, fuch a thing never 
could have happened. 

I affure his Grace, that if I Hate to him the de* 


figns of his enemies, in a manner which may ap- 
pear to liim ludicrous and impoffible, I tell him no • 
thing that has not exactly happened, point by 
point, but twenty-four miles from our own Ihore. 
I affure him that the Frenchified faftion, more en- 


couraged, than others are warned, by what has 
happened in France, look at him and his landed 
poffeffions, as an object at once of curiofity and ra- 
pacity. He is made for them in every part of their 
double charaftcr. As robbers, to them he is a noble 


booty : as fpeculatills, he is a glorious fubjeft for 
their experimental philofophy. He affords matter 
for an extcnfive analylis^ in all the branches of their 
fcience, geometrical, phyfical, civil and political. 
Thefe philofophers' are fanaticks; independent of 
any intereft, which if it operated alone would make 
them much more trafelable, they are carried with 
fuch an headlong rage towards every defperate 
trial, that they would facrifice the whole human 
race to the flighteft of their experiments. ‘ I am 
better able to enter into the character of this de- 


fcription of men that) the noble Duke can be. I 
have lived long and v^rioufly in the world. With- 
outany eonfiderable pretenfions to literature in my- 
felf, 1 have afpired to the Iqve of letters, I have 
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lived for a great many years in habitudes with 
thofe who profefled them. I can form a tolerable 
eftimate of wliat is likely to happen from a charac- 
ter, chiefly dependent for fame and fortune, on 
knowledge and talent, as well in its morbid and 
perverted ftate, as in that which is found and na- 
t4iral. Naturally men fo formed and fmilhed are the 
firft gifts of Providence to the world. But when 
they have once thrown off the fear of God, which 
was in all ages too often the cafe, and the fear of 
man, w’hich is now the cafe, and when in that ftate 
they come to underhand one another, and to a6t 
in corps, amore dreadful calamity can not arife out 
of hell to fcourge mankind. Nothing can be con- 
ceived more hard than the heart of a thorough- 
bred metaphyfician. It comes nearer to the cold 
malignity of a wicked fpirit than to the frailty and 
paflion of a man. It is like that of the principle 
of evil liimfelf, incoi-porcal, pure, unmixed, de- 
phlegmated, defecated evil. It is no eafy opera- 
tion to eradicate humanity from the human breaft. 
What Shakefpeare calls “ the compun6lipus vifit- 
ings of nature,” will fometimes knock at their 
liearts, and proteft againft their murderous fpecu^ 
lations. But they have a means of compounding 
w ith their nature. Their humanity is notdiffolyedi 
They only give it a long prorogation. They are 
ready to declare, that they do not think two thou- 
faud years too long a period fprtUe good that they 
; purfue. 
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purfue. It. is remarkable, that they never fee any 
way to their projected good but by the road of 
feme evil. Their imagination is not fatigued 
with the contemplation of human fuffering through 
tlie wild wafte of centuries added to centuries of 
niifery and defolation. Their humanity is at their 
horizon — and, like the horizon, it always flies be- 
fore them. Tlie geometricians, and the chymifts 
bring, the one from the dry bones of their dia- 
grams, and tlie other from the foot of their fur- 
naces, difpolitions tliat make them worfe than in- 
different about thofe feelings and habitudes, wliich 
,are the fupportsof the moral world. Ambition is 
come upon them fuddenly ; they are intoxicated 
W'ith it, and it has rendered them fearlefs of the 
danger, which may from thence arife to others or 
to themfelves. 1 liefe philofophers, confider men 
in their experiments, no more than they do mice 
in an air pump, or in a recipient of mephitick gas. 
Whatever his Grace may think of himfelf, they 
look upon him, and every thing that belongs to 
him, with no more regard than they do upon the ^ . 
whifleers of that little long-tailed animal, that has 
been long the gameof the grave, demure, infidious, 
fpring-nailed, velvet-pawed, green-eyed philofo- 
phers, whether going upon two legs, or upon four. 

His Grace’s landed pofleffions are irrefiliibly in- 
viting to an agrarian experiment. They are a 
downright infplt upon the rights of man. They 
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are more cxtenfive than the territory of many of 
the Grecian republicks; and they are without 
comparifon more fertile than moft of them. There 
are now republicks in Italy, in Germany, and in 
Swiflerland, which do not poflefs any thing like fo 
fair and ample a domain. There is fcope for feven 
philofophers to proceed in their analytical experi- 
ments, upon Harrington’s feven different forms of 
republicks, in the acres of this one Duke. Hither- 
to they have been wholly unproductive to fpecu- 
lation ; fitted for nothing but to fatten bullocks, 
and to produce grain for beer, ftill more to ftupify 
the dull Engliih underftanding. Abbe Sieyes has 
■whole nefts of pigeon-holes full of eonflitutions 
ready made, tieketed, forted, and numbered; fuit- 
ed to every feafon and every fancy; forae with the 
top of the pattern at the bottom, and fome with 
the bottom at the top; fome plain, fome flowered ; 
fome dillinguiflied for their fimplicity; others for 
their complexity; fome of blood colour; fome of 
boue dc Paris'^ fome with directories, others with- 
out a direftion ; fome with councils of elders, and 
councils of youngfters ; fome without any council 
at all. Some where the eleftors choofe the repre- 
fentatives; others, where the reprefentatives choofe 
the electors. Some in long coats, and fome in 
fliort cloaks; fome with pantaloons; fome with- 
out breeches. Some with five Ihilling qualifica- 
tions; fome totally unqualified. So that no con- 
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ftitution-fancier may go unfuited from his fliop, 
provided he loves a pattern of pillage, oppreffion, 
arbitrary imprifoninent, confifcation, exile, revo- 
lutionary judgment, and legalized premeditated 
murder, in any fliapes into which they can be put. 
What a pity it is, that the progrefs of experimental 
philofophy diould be checked by his Grace’s mo- 
nopoly! Such are their fentiraents, I affure him; 
fuch is their language when they dare to fpeak; 
and fuch are their proceedings, when they have 
the means to aft. 

Their geographers, and geometricians, have been 
fome time out of praftice. It is fome time fince 
they have divided their own country into fquares. 
That figure has loft the charms of its novelty. 
They want new lands for new trials. It is not 
only the geometricians of the republick that find 
him a good fubject, the chymifts have befpoke him 
after the geometricians have done with him. As 
the firft fet have an eye on his Grace’s lands, the 
chymifts are not lefs taken with his buildings. 
They confider mortar as a, very anti-revolutionary 
invention in its prefent ftate; but properly em- 
ployed, an admirable material for overturning all 
eflablilliments. They have found that the gun- 
powder of ruins is far the fitteft for making other 
ruins, and fo ad itifinitum. They have calculated 
what quantity of mater convertible into nitre is 
to be found in Bedford honfe, in Wooburn Abbev. 
i and 
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and in what his Grace and his truftees have ftill 
fuffered to ftand of that foolidi royalift Inigo Jones, 
in Covent Garden. Churches, play-houfes, coffee- 
houfes, all alike are deftined to be mingled, and 
equalifed, and blended into one common rnbbilh; 
and well fifted, and lixiviated, lo cryllallize into 
true democratick explofive infurreftionary nitre. 
Their academy del Cimento (per antiphrafm) with 
Morveau and HalTenfrats at its head, ha\e com- 
puted that the brave fans-culottes may make war 
on all the ariftocracy of Europe for a twelvemonth, 
out of the rubbifli of the duke of Bedford’s build- 
ings.* 

While 

* There i.s nothing, on which theleadfris of the republick, one 
and indivilible. Value themfelvcs, more than on tln-chymicalope- 
ratioiis, by which, through fcience, they converttheprideofari- 
ftocracy to an inftrunient of its own dellruCtion»-nn the opera- 
tions by which they reduce theniagnificent ancient country feats 
of the nobility, decorated with ihc feudal titles of Duke, Mar- 
qu is, or Earl, into magazl nes of whiit th cy cal 1 revolutionary guti* 
powder. They tell us, that hitherto things" had not yet been 
*' properly and in a revolutionary manner explored.”— “ Th» 
" ftrong chateaus, thofe/e«d«< fortrelfes, that ■acre ordered to be 
" demolijhed, attrafted next the attention ofyourcoiumittee. Na- 
“lure there had fecrelly regained her rights, and had produced 
" faltpetre for the purpofe, as it {liould feeni, of facilitating the 
" execution of your dicree byprepuringihemeansofdefirnfiion. From • 
“ theferaitis, xrhiehjlill froxmon the liberties of the republick, 
" we have extracted the means of producing good; and thpfe 
"piles, which have hitherto glutted the pride of dcfpots, and co- 
vered the plots of La Vendee, will fooa furnilh wherewithal to 
'• ' ' “ taiQtt 
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While the Moi'veaux and Prieftleys are proceed- 
ing with thefe experiments upon the duke of Bed- 
ford’s houfes, the Sieves, and the reft of the ana- 
lytical legiflators, and conftitution-venders, are 
quite as buly in their trade of decompofing, orga- 
nisation, in forming his Grace’s vafl’als into pri- 
mary aflemblies, national guar»ls, firft, fecond and 
third requifitioners, committees of refearch, con- 
du6tors of the travelling guillotine, judges of revo- 
lutionary tribunals, legiftative liangmen, fupervi- 
Ibrs of domiciliary vifitation, exactors of forced 
loans, and affeftbrs of the maximum. i 

The din of all this fmithety may fome time or 
other poftibly wake this noble Duke, and pufli him 
to an endeavour to fave fome little matter from 
their experimental pliilofophy. If he pleads his 
grants from the crown, he is ruined at the outfet. 
If he pleads' he has received them from the pillage 
of fuperftitious corporations, this indeed will dag- 
ger them a little, becauie they are enemies to all 
corporations, and to all religion. However, they 
will foon recoverthemfelves, and will tell his Grace 
or his learned council,^ that all fuch i property 

belongs 

taine the traitors, ami to overwhelm tho difafTeded.”— 
“ The rebellious cities alfo, haveailbrdcd a large quantity oflalt- 
“ petre. Commune Affrunebie [that is, the noble city of Lyons 
“ reduced in many parts to an heap of ruins) and Toulon, will 
“ pay n/econd tribute to our artillBry.’' Report ift. Februarjn 
1794 - 
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belongs to the nation-, and that it would' be 
more wife for him, if he wilhes to live the natural 
term of a citizen, (that is, according to Condbrcet’s 
calculation, fix months on an average,) not to pafs 
for an ufurper upon the national property. This 
is what the ferjeants at law of the rights hf manj 
will fay to the puny apprentices of the common law 
of England. ■ • •• , *-*■''* 

Is the genius of philofophy not yet known ? Yovt 
may as well think the garden of the Thuilleries waS 
well protebted with the cords of ribbon infnltihgly 
ftretched by the national aflembly to keep the fo- 
vereign canaille from intruding on the” TetHrement 
of the poor king of the French, as that fuch flimfy 
cobwebs will Hand between the favages of the re- 
volution and their natural prey. Deep philofo- 
phers are no triflers ; brave fans-culottcs are no 
formalifts. They will no more regard d Marquis 
of Taviftock than an Abbot of Taviftock ; the Lord 
of Wooburn will not be more refpeftable in their 
eyes than the Prior of Wooburn; they will make 
no difference between the fuperiour of a Covent 
Garden of nuns and of a Covent Garden of an- 
other defcription. They will not care a rulh whe- 
ther his coat is long or Ihort ; whether the colour 
be purple or blue and buff. They will not trouble 
their heads, with what part of his head, his hair is 
cut from ; and they will look with equal refpebt 
•n a tonAtre and a crop. Their only queftion will 
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be that of their Legendre, or fome other of their 
legiflative butchers, how he cuts up? how he tal- 
lows in the cawl or on the kidneys? j 

Is it not a Angular phenomenon, that whilft the- 
fans-culotte carcafe butchers, and the philofophers 
of the lhambles, are pricking their dotted lines up- 
on his hide, and like the print of the poor ox that 
we fee in the fliop-windows at Charing-crofs, alive, 
as he is, and thinking no harm in the world, he 
is divided into rumps, and firloins, and brilkets, 
and into all forts of pieces for roafting, boiling,, 
and ftewing, that all the while they are meafuring 
/i 27 «,his Grace is meafuring me-, is invidioufly com- 
paring the bounty of the crown with the deferts, 
of the defender of his order, and in the fame nK>- 
ment fawning on thofe who have the knife half, 
out of the flieath — poor innocent! . 

Pleas'd to the lajt, he crops the Jlozvr'y food. 

And licks the hand jujl rais'd to Jhed his blood. 

No man lives too long, who lives to do with' 
fpirit, and fuffer with refignation, what Providence 
pleafes to command or inflict : but indeed they 
are fharp incommodities wliich befet old ago. It 
was but the other day, that on putting in order 
fome things which had been brought here on my' 
taking leave of London for ever, I looked over a' 
number of fine portraits, moft of them of perfons 

now 
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now deftfl, but whofe fociety, in my better daySy’ 
made this a proud and happy place. Aniongft 
thefe "was the picture of Lord Keppel. It was 
painted by an artift worthy of the fuhje6t, the ex- 
cellent friend of that excellent man from their ear- 
lieft youth, and a conjmoh friend of us both, with 
whom we lived for many years without a moment’ 
of coldnefs, of peeviflinefs, of jealoufy, or of jar, 
to the" day of our final feparation. - • 

I ever looked on Lord Kepjicl as one of the 
greatefl and beft men of his age; and I loved, and 
cultivated him accordingly. He was much in my 
heart and I believe I was in his to the very laft 
beat. It was after his trial at Portfmouth that he 
gave me this picture. With what zeal and anxious 
affection I attended him through that his agony of 
glory, what part my fon in the early flulh and en- 
thufiafm of his virtue, and the pious paflion with 
which he attached himfelf to all my connections, 
with what prodigality we both fquandered our- 
felves in courting almoil every fort of enmity for 
his fake, I believe he felt, juft as I ftiould have felt, 
fucli friendftiip on fuch an occafion. I partook in- 
deed of this honour, with feveral of the firft, and 
beft, and ableft in the kingdom, but I was behind 
hand with none of them; and; I am fure, that if 
to the eternal difgrace of this nation, and to the 
total annihilation of every trace of honour and, 
virtue in it, things had taken a diflercut turn from 

what 
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what tftey did, I Ihould have attended him to thfe 
quarter-deck with no lefs good will and more 
pride, though w’ith far other feelings, than I par- 
took of the general flow of national j6y that at- 
tended the jullice that was <Ione to his virtue. 

Pardon, my Lord, the feeble garrulity of age, 
which loves to ditfufe itfelf in difcourfe of the de- 
parted great. At my years we live in retrofpeCt 
alone : and, wholly unfitted for the fociety of vi- 
gorous life, we enjoy, the heft halm to all wpitnds ■'*( 
the confolation of frienfUliip, in thofe only whom 
we have lofl for ever. Feeling the lofs of I^ord 
Keppel at all times, at no time did I fejl it fo much 
as on the firft day when I was attacked in' the houfo 
of lords. 

Had he lived, that reverend form- would have 
rifen in its place, and with a mild, parental repre- 
henfion to his nephew the duke of Bedford, he 
W'ould have told him that the favour of that gra- 

« 

cious Prince, who had honoured his virtues with 
the government of the navy of Great Britain, and 
with a feat in the hereditary great council of hi# 
kingdom, was not midefervedly fliewn to the 
friend of the beft portion ofbis life, and his faith- 
ful companion and counfellor under his radelt 
trials. He would have told him, that to whom* 
ever elfe thefe reproaches might be becoming, they 
were not decorous in his near kindred. He would 

V 0 L..VIII. F Have 
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have told, him that wiieh men in that rank lofc 
decorum, they lofe every thing. 

. On that day I had alofs in Lord Keppel; but 
the public lofe of him in this awful crifis — ! I 
fpeak fiom much knowledge of the perftxn, he 
nevec. would have lillened to any compromife with 
the rabblo rout ofithis fans culotterie of France. 
His gooditefe .of heart, his reafon, his tafte,. his 
pubhck duty, his principles, his prejudices, would 
have: repelled- him for ever from all connection 
with that lK)irid 'medley of madnefe, vice, impiety, 
gnd dime..,,,' , 

j ' lA>rd Keppel had two countries ; one of defeent, 
alid 0)16' of birth. Their interell ;md their, glory 
are the fune ; and his mind v\'as capacious of both, 
JIfe family/was noblci and it w'as Dutch : that is, 
he was of. the oldeft and pureft nobility that Eu- 
rope can. buaH, among a people ;renowned above 
all others for love’ of their native land. Though 
it was never fhewn in ,infult to any human’being. 
Lord Keppel, was fomething high. It was a.wild 
Hock of pride, on which the tendereft of all hearts 
had grafted the milder virtues. He valued anciept 
nobility ; and he was ' not difinclined to augment 
it with new lionours. He valued the old nobility 
and the new, not as an'excufe for inglorious doth, 
but as an incitement to virtuou.s aftivity. He con- 
fidered U.as a fort of cure for felfillmefe and a nar- 
t ij ' . row 
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jtowmind; conceiving: that a man born in an ele- 
vated place, in himfelf was nothing, but every 
thing in what went before, and wliat was to come 
after him. Without much fpeculation* but by 
the fure inftinct of ingenuous feelings, and by the 
dictates of plain unfophifticated natural under- 
flanding, he felt, that no great commonwealth 
couldnby any polbbility long fuWifti without a 
body of fome kind or other of nobility, decorated 
withihonour, ahd fortified by privilege. This no- 
bility! forms the chain that connefts the ages of: a 
]^ion>^vvhich otherwife (with Mr, Paine) would 
fpon be taught that no one generation can bind 
another, fie felt that no political fabrick could 
be well imade witlwut fome fuch order of things 
as' might, through a feries of time, afford a ra- 
tional hope of fecuring, unity, coherence, confift- 
ency, and liability to the Hate. He felt that no- 
thing elfe can prote6l it againft the levity of courts, 
and the greater levity of the multitude. That to 
tglk of hjcreditary monarchy witliout any thing 
elfe of hereditary reverence in the commonwealth 
\va.s a low minded abfurdity; fit only for thofe 
deteftable “ fools afpiring to be knaves,” who be- 
gan to forge in 1 789, the falfe money of the Trench 
conllitptipn— That it is one fatal objedlioa to all 
fancied and new fabricated republic's, (among 
a.people, who, once poffeiling fuch an advantage, 
have wickedly and infolently rejecled it,) that the 
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pirjtidire of an old nobility is a thi»g that cannot 
be made. It may be improved, it may be cor- 
refled, it may be replenifhed : men may be taken 
I'rom it, or agregrated to it, but the t/iing itfelf is 
matter of hivderate opinion, and therefore cannot 
be matter of mere' pcfitive inllitution. He felt, 
that this nobility, in fact does not exift in wrong 
' of other orders of the ftate, but by them, and for 
tl>em. < . ' 

I knew the man I fpeak of ; and, if wecan di- 
vine the future, out of what we collect from’ the 
part, no perfon living would look with more fcom 
and horrour on tlie impious parricide committed 
on all their anceftry, and on the defpcrate attain- 
der pafied on ail their pofterity, by the ‘Olrleaus, 
and the Rochefoucaults, and the Fay cites, and the 
Vifcomtesde Noaillos, and ihefalfc Perigords, and 
the long et catera of the perfidious fans culottes of 
the court, who like demoniacks, pofl’efled with a 
fpirit of fidlen pride, and in\ erted ambition, abdi- 
cated their dignities, difowned their families, be- 
trayed tile inoft facred of all trails, and by bfeiak- 
iug to pieces a great link of fociety, ‘ and all the 
cramps and holdings of tlie flate, brought eternal 
confufion and defolation on their’ country. ’ For 
the fote of the mifcreant jiarricides themftlves he 
would liave had no pity. Compaflion for the my- 
riads of men, of whom the world was not wor- 
thy, who by their means have perilhed in prifons; 
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•f on fcaffolds, or are pining in beggary and exile, 
wonid leave no room in his, or in any well- 
formed mind, for any fnch fenfation, e are 
not made at once to pity the oppreflbr and the 
oppreffed. 

Looking to his Batavian defcent, how could he 
bear to behold his kindred, the defcendants of the 
brave nobility of Holland, whofe blood prorligally 
poured out, had, more than all the canals, meers, 
and inundations of their country, protefted their 
independence, to behold them bowed in the bafell 
fervitude, to the bafeft and vileft of the human 
race; in fervitude to thofe who in no refpc6t were 
fuperionr in d ign ity , or coul d a fpi re to a better pi ace 
than that of hangmen to the tyrants, to whofe 
feeptered pride they had oppol’ed an elevation of 
foul, that furmounted, and overpowered the lofti- 
nels of Caftile, the Imughtinefs of Auftria, and 
the overbearing arrogance of France ? 

Could he with patience bear, that the children 
'of that nobility, who would have deluged their 
country and given it to the fea, rather then fub- 
mit to Louis XIV, who was then in his meridian 
glory, when his arms were conduced by the Tu- 
rennes, by the Luxembourgs, by tbe Roufflers; 
when his councils were direcied by the Colberts, and 
the Louvois; when his tribunals were filled by the 
I.amoignonsandthe Dagueflaus — that thefelhould 
be given up to the cruel fport of the Pichegrn’s, 
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the Jourdans, the Santerres, under tha 
lands, and Briflbts, and GoiTas, and liobef- 
pierres, the Reubels, the Carnots, and Talli^ia, 
and Dantons, and the whole tribe of regicides, 
robbers, and revolutionary judges, that, from the 
rotten caroafe of their own murdered country, 
have poured out innumerable fwarms of the low*- 
ell, and at once the moll dellruftive of the clalTes 
of animated nature, which, likecolumasof loculls, 
have laid walle the fairell part of the world ? 

' Would Keppel have borne to fee the ruin of the 
virtuous patricians, that happy union of the noble 
and the burgher, w’ho with fignal prudence and 
integrity, had long governed the cities of the con- 
federate republick, the cherilhing fathers of their 
country, who, denying commerce to themfelves, 
made it flourifli in a manner unexampled under 
their prote6lion ? Could Keppel have borne that a 
vile faftion fliould totally dellroy this harmonious 
conllrudion, in favour of a robbing democracy, 
founded on the fpuripns rights of man ? 

He was no great clerk, but he was perfectly well, 
verfed in the iuterells of Europe, and he could not 
have heard with patience, that the country of 
Grotius, the cradle of the law of nations, and one 
of the richell repofitorics of all law, lliould be 
taught a new code by the ignorant llippancy of 
Thomas Paine, the prefumptuous foppery of La 
fayette, with his ftolen rights of man in his hand, 
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the’ wild profligate intrigue and .turbiilency of 
Marat, and tlie impious fophillry of Condorcet, 
in' his iniblent addrefles to the Batavian repub- 
iick? 

Could Keppel, who idolized thehoufeofNaflao, 
who was himfeifgiven to England, along with tlie 
bieflings of the Britifli and Dutch revolutions; 
with revolutions of ftability; with revolutions 
which ’confolidated and married the liberties acid 
the interefts of the two nations for ever, could he 
fee the fountain of British: libertv itfelf in fervi- 
tude to F ranee ? Could he fee w'ith j lalien ce a prince 
of Orange expelled as a fort of diminutive defpot, 
with every kind of conf irnely, from tue country, 
which that family of deliverers had fo often ref- 
cned from flavery, and obliged to live in exile in 
another country, which owes its liberty to his 
houfe? > 

Would Keppel have heard with patience, that 
the conduct tt> be held on 1‘uch bccaCons was to 
become ’fhort by’ the knees to the faction of the 
homicides, to intreat thern quietly to retire? or if 
the fortune bf war thould drive them from their 
firfl; wicked and unprovoked invafion, that no fe- 
curity fliould be taken, ‘no an-angeniCnt made, no 
barrier formed, no alliance entered into for the 
fecurity of tha!t, which under a foi’cign name ia 
the moft precious part of England ? Wliat would.- 
he have faid, if it was even prdpofed, that tire 
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Auftrian' Nertherlands (which ought to be a bar- 
rier to Holland, and the tie of an alliance, to pro- 
tect her againft any fpecies of rule that might be 
erected, or even be reftored in France) fliould be 
formed into a republick under her influence, and 
dependent upon her power ? 

But above all, what would he have faid, if he 
had heard it made a matter of accufation againit 
me, by his nephew the duke of Bedford, that I 
was the author of the war ? Had I a mind to keep 
that high diftinftion to myfelf, as from pride I 
might, but from jullice I dare not, he would have 
fnatchetl his lhare of it from my baud, and hold 
it with the grafp of a dying couvulfiorf to his 
end. 

It would be a moft arrogant prefumption in me, 
to affume to myfelf the glory of what belongs to 
his majefly, and to his minifters, and to his par- 
liament, and to the far greater majority of his 
feithful people: But had I flood alone to counfel, 
and that all were determined to be guided by my 
advice, and to follow it implicitly — then I fliould 
have been the foie author of a war. But it fliould 
have been a war on ray ideas and my principles. 
However, let his Grace think as he may of my 
demerits with regard to the war with regicide* 
he will find my guilt confined to that^alone. He 
never lhall, with the fiualleft colour, of reafon, 
accufe me of being the author of a, peace with 
20 i regicide. 
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regicide. But that is high matter ; and ought not 
to be mixed with anything offo little moment, 
as what may belong to me, or even to the duke 
of Bedford. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

EDMUND BURKE. 
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ON THE ' ■ 

OVERTURES OF PEACE. 

• il ■ I 

MY DEAR SIR, 

O UR laft conyerfation, though not in flie ton<i 
of abfolute defpondency, was far from chear> 
fill. We could not eafily account for fome un- 
pleafant appearances. I'liey were reprefenttd to 
us as indicating the (late of the popular mind ; and 
they were not at all what we ihould have exixided 
from our old ideas even of the faults and vices of 
the Englifh charafter. The difaftrous events^ 
which have followed one upon another in a long 
unbroken funereal train, moving in a proceflion, 
that feemed to have no end, thefe were not the 
principsd caufesof our dejedicm. We feared mm-e 
from what threatened to fiubwkhin, than what 
menaced to opprefs us from abroad. To a people 
who have once been proud and great, and great 
'becaufe they were proud, a change in the national 
fpirit is the moil terrible of all revolutions. 

I lhall not live to behold the unravelling of tlio 
intricate plot, which faddens and perplexes the 

awful 
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awful drama of Providence, now acUng bn 
'moral theatre of the Avorld. Whether for thought 
or for ablion, I atn at the end of my* career. You 
are in the middle of yours. In what part of its 
orbit the nation, with. which we are carried along, 
moves at this inftant, it is not ealy to conjecture. 
It may, perhaps, be far advanced in its aplielion. — 
But when to return? 

Not to lofe ourfelves in the infinite void of the 
ConjeClural world, our hufinefs is with what is likely 
fo he'aftefcted for the better' or the vrorfe, by th^ 
wifdom or w’baknefs of our plans. In all fpeciiia- 
tions upon men and lui hanaintirs, it is of no fmall 
moment to diitinguilh thing.sofaccident from per-; 
manent caufes, and ftx)m elfects that cannot be 
altered. It is not every irrogularity in our move- 
ment that is a total deviation from our courfe. < I 
am mot quite of the mind of tiiofe fpeculators, who 
feerri affured> that neceffarily, and by the con-* 
ftitutiotrof things, all dates have the fame periods 
of -infancy, manhood, and decrepitude, -that ard 
found in the individuals who compofoJthem. Paq 
rallels of this fort rather furniiii funiiitddds to il** 
lufiirate or to adorn, than fupply analogies frosi 
whence to read) n. The objeds.which are-attempted 
to be forced into an analogy are not fouifcl in the! 
fame clalfes of exidencb. Individuals are phyfical 
beings fubj eft to laws luniverfal atid invariable. 
The immediate caufeafting in tbefc‘lawsmay be 
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obfcrire : the general refolts are fubje^ls of certain 
calculatioh. But commonwealths are not phylical 
but moral efleiices. They are artificial combina- 
tions ; and in their proximate efficient caufe, the 
arbitrary produftions of the human mind. We 
are not yet acquainted with the laws which necef* 
farily influence the ftability of that kind of weak 
made by that kind of agent There is not in the 
phyfical order (with which they do not appear to 
hold an}’- affignable connexion) a diftinfl; caufe by 
which any of tiiofe fabricks muft neceffarily grow, 
fiourilh, or decay ; nor, in my opinion, does the 
moral world produce any thing more determine 
on that fubjeft, than what may. ferve as an amufe* 
nient (liberal indeed j and ingenious, but ftili only 
an amufemeut) for fpeculative men. I doubt wi- 
ther the hiilory.of mankind is yet completeenou^ 
if ever it can be fo, to furrufli grounds for a fiire 
theory on the internal caufes which neceffarily af- 
jfedl the fortune of a State, I am far from denying 
the operation of fuch caiifes: but they are infinitdy 
uncertain, and much more obfeure, and much 
■ more difficult to trace, than the foreign caufes 
that tend to raife, to deprefs, and fometimes to 
overwhelm a community. 

. It is often irapoffible, in thefe political inquiries, 
■to find any proportion between the apparent force 
of any moral caufes we may affign and their known 
operation.’ We are therdbre obliged to deliver up 

that 
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that operation to mere chance, or more pioufljr 
(perhaps more rationally) to the occafional inter- 
pofition and irrefiftible hand of the Great Difpofer. 
We have feen ftates of confiderable duration, 
whicli for ages have remained nearly as they have 
begun, and could hardly be faid to ebb or flow. 
Some appear to have fpent their vigour at their 
commencement. Some have blazed out in their 
glory a little before their extinction. The meri- 
dian -of Ibme has been the mod fplendid. Others, 
and they the greateft number, have fluctuated, and 
experienced at different periods of their exiflence 
a great variety of fortune. At the very moment 
when foaie of them feeraed plunged in unfathom- 
able ab}dfes of difgrace and difafter, they have 
fuddenly emerged . They have begu n a new courfe 
and' opened a new reckoning ; and even in the 
depths of their, calamity, and on the very ruins of 
their country, have laid the foundations of a tow- 
ering and durable greatnefs. All this has. Imppen- 
ed without any apparent previous diangein the 
general circumftances which had brought on their 
dillrefs. The death of a man at a critical junc- 
ture, his difguft, his retreat, his difgrace, have 
brought innumerable calamities ona whole nation. 
A common foldier, a child, a girl at tlie door of an 
inn, have changed the face of fortune, and aimoft 
of nature. 

^cb, and .often influenced by fuch caufes, has 

commonly 
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■commonly been the fate of monarchies of long 
duration. They have their ebbs and their flows. 
This has been eminently the fate of the monarchy 
of France. There have been times in w'hich no 
power has ever been brought fo low. Few have 
ever flouriflied in greater glory. By turns elevated 
and deprefled, that power had been, on the whole, 
rather on the increafe ; and it continued not only 
powerful but formidable to the hour of the total ruin 
of the monarchy. Tliis fall of the monarchy was 
far from being preceded by any exterior fjanptoins 
of decline. The interiour were not vifible to every 
eye; and a thoufaud accidents might have pre- 
vented the operation of what the moll clear-fighted 
.were not able to difcern, nor the moll provident to 
-divine. A very little time before its dreadful cataf* 
trophe, there was a kind of exterior fplendour in 
the fituation of the crown, which ufually adds to 
government llrength and authority at home. The 
crown feemed then to have obtained fome of the 
mod fplendid objetts of ftate ambition. None of 
the continental powers of Europe \vere the ene- 
mies of France. They were all, either tacitly dif- 
pofed.to her, or publickly conncfled with her; 
and in tliofe who kept the moll aloof, there was 
little appearance of je.'Uoufy; of animofity there 
.was no appearance at all. The Britifli nation, her 
•great preponderating rival, Ihe had humbled; to 
.all .appearance flie had weakened; certainly had 
'.VoL. Vlll. G endangered. 
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endangerod, by cutting off a very large, and by far 
the u'.oll growing part of lier empire. In that its 
acme of human profperity and greatnefs, in the 
high and palmy ftate of the monarchy of France, 
it fell to the ground without a ftruggle. It fell 
without any of thofc vices in the monarch, which 
have fometimes been the caufes of the fall of king- 
doms, but which exiAed, without any vifible effeA 
on the ftate, in the higheft degree in many other 
princes; and, far from deftroying their power, had 
only left fome flight ftains on their charafter. The 
financial difliculties were only pretexts and inftru- 
ments of thofe who accomplifli the ruin of that 
monarchy. They were not the caufes of it. 

Deprived of the old government, deprived in a 
manner of all government, France fallen as a mo- 
narchy, to common fpeculators might have ap- 
peared more likely to be an objedl of pity or in- 
fult, according to the difpofition of the circumja- 
cent powers, than to be the fcourge and terrour 
of them all : but out of the tomb of the murdered 
monarchy in France, has arifen a vaft, tremendous, 
unformed f[jc 61 re, in a far more terrifick guife than 
any which ever }'et have overpow'ered the imagina- 
tion, and fubdued the fortitude of man. Going 
flraight forward to its end, unappalled by peril, un- 
checked by remorfe, defpifingall common maxima 
and all common means, that hideous phantomover- 
powered thofe who could not believe it was poifible ' 
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Ihe could at all exift, except on the principles, 
which habit ratherthan nature had perfuaded them 
were neceffary to their own particular welfare and 
to their own ordinary modes of action. But the 
conftitufion of any political being, as well as that 
of any phyfical being, ought to be known, before 
one can venture to fay w'hat is fit for its confer-* 
vation, or what is the proper means of its power. 
The poifon of other ft.ates is the tood of the new 
republick. 'I'hat bankruptcy, the very appre- 
henfion of which is one of the caufes alligned for 
the fall of the monarchy, was the capital on which 
fhe opened her trafhck with the world. 

The reiMiblick of regicide with an annihilated 
revenue, with defaced raanufadtures, w ith a ruined 
commerce, with an uncultivated and half-depopu- 
lated country, with a difcontented, dillrelTed, en- 
flaved, and famiflied people, palling with a rapid 
eccentrick, incalculable courfe, from the wildeft 
anarchy to the llcrnefl defpotifm, has adtually con- 
quered the fineft parts of Europe, has didrefl’cd, dif- 
united, deranged, and broke to pieces all the reft; 
and fo fubdued the minds of the rulers in every 
nation, that liardly any refource prefcnts itfelf to 
them, except that of entitling themfelves to a con- 
temptuous mercy by a difplay of their imbecility 
and meannefs. Even in their greateft military ef- 
forts and the gi-eateft difplay of their fortitude, 
they feem nnt to hope, they do not even appear to 

o 2 wilh, 
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, wiili, the extinction of what fubfifts to their certain 
ruin. Their ambition is only to be admitted to a 
more favoured clafs in the order of fervitude under 
that domineering power. 

This feems the temper of the day. At firft the 
French force was too much defpifed. Now it is 
too much dreaded. As inconfiderate courage has 
given way to irrational fear, fo it may be hoped, 
that through the medium of deliberate fober appre- 
hcnfion, we may arrive at Heady fortitude. "Wdio 
knows whether indignation may not fucceed to 
terrour, and the revival of high fentiment, fpurning 
away the delulion of a fafety purchafed at the ex- 
pence of glory, may not yet drive us to that gene- 
rous defpair, which has often fubdued diftempers 
in the Hate for which no remedy could be found 
in the w'ifeft councils. 

Other great Hates, having been without any re- 
gular certain courfe of elevation, or decline, we 
may hope that the Britifli fortune may fluftuate 
alfo; becaufe the pubiick mind, which greatly in- 
fluences that fortune, may have its changes. We 
are therefore never authorized to abandon our 
country to its fate, or to aft or advife as if it had 
no refource. There is no reafon to apprehend, 
■becaufe ordinary means threaten to fail, that no 
•others can fpring up. WiiilH our heart is whole, 
it will find means, or nnike them. The heart of 
the citizen is a perennial fpi iug of energy to the 

Hate. 
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flatc. Becaufe the pulfe feems to intermit, we 
muft not prefume that it will ceafeinflantly to heat. 
Tlie publick muft never be regarded as incurable. 
I remember in the beginning of what has lately 
been called the feven years war, that an eloquent 
writer and ingenious fpecidator, Dr. Browne, upon 
fome reverfes which happened in the Ijeginningof 
that war, publiflied an elaborate philofophical dif- 
courfe to prove that the diftinguitliing features of 
the people of England have been totally^changed, 
and that a frivolous effeminacy was become the 
national charafler. Nothing could be more po- 
pular than that w'ork. It was thouglit a great 
confolation to us the light people of this country 
(who were and are light, but who were not and 
are not effeminate) that we had found the caufes 
of our misfortunes in our vices. Pythagoras could 
not be more pleafed with his leading difeovery'. 
But whilft in that fplenetiek mood we amufed 
ourfelves in a four critical fpeculalion, of which we 
W'ere ourfelves the objects, and in which ever3'- 
man loft his particular fenfe of the publick difgrace 
in theepidemick nature of tlic didcmi)cr; wlnlft, as 
in the Alps Goitre kept Goitre in countenance; 
whilft we were thus abandoning ourft Ives to a 
dire<?t confeffion of our inferiority to France, and 
whilft many, very many, were readj' to a6t upon a 
fenfe of tliat inferiority, a few montlis etfected a 
total change in our variable minds. 'NV’^e emerged 
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from the gxilph of that fpeculativc defpondency ; 
and were buoyed up to the higheft [)oint of prac- 
tical vigour. Never did the mafeuline fpirit of 
England difplay itfelf with more energy, nor ever 
did its genius foar with a prouder pre-eminence 
over France, than at the time when frivolity and 
efleminacy had been at Icaft tacitly acknowledged 
as their national character, by the good people of 
this kingdom. 

For one (if they be proj)erly treated) I defpaij* 
nehber of the publick fortune nor of the ))ublick 
mind. There is much to be done undoubtedly, 
and much to be retrieved. We m\ift walk in new 
wavs, or we can never encounter our encinv in his 
devious march. We arc not at an end of our Itrug- 
gle nor near it. Let us not deceive onrfel ves : we 
are at the beginning of great troubles. I readily 
acknowledge that theftate of publick affairs is in- 
finitely moreunpromifing than at the period I have 
juft now alluded to, and the pofition of all the 
powers of Europe, in relation to us, and in relation 
to each otlier, is moreintricate and ca itical beyond 
all comparifon. Difticult indeed is our fituation. 
In all fituations of difficulty men will be influ- 
enced in the part they take, not only by the reafon 
of the cafe, but by the peculiar turn of their own 
character. The fame ways to fafety do not prefent 
them fel ves to all men, nor to the fame men in dif- 
ferent tempers. There is a courageous wifdom : 
zo . there 
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there is alfo a falfe reptile prudence, the refult not 
of caution but of fear. Under misfortune.^; it often 
happen.s that the nerves of the underftanding are fo 
relaxed, the prefling peri! of the hourfo completely 
confounds all the faculties, that no future danger 
can be properly provided for, can be juftl y etlimated, 
can be fo much as fully feen. The eye of the mind 
is dazzled and vancpiiflied. An abjeft diftruft of 
ourfelves, an extravagant admiration of the enemy, 
prefent us w'ith no hope but in a compromife with 
his pride, by a fubmiflion to his will. This thort 
plan of policy is the only counfel which will obtain 
a hearing. We plunge into a dark gulph with all 
the rath precipitation of fear. The nature of cou- 
rage is, without a queltion, to be converfant with 
danger; but in the palpal)!e night of their terrours, 
men under conllernation fuppofe, not that it is 
the danger, which, by^^a fure inilinct, calls out the 
courage to refill it, but that it is the courage 
which produces the danger. They therefore feek 
for a refuge from their fears'in the fears themfelves, 
and conlider a temporizing meannefs as the only 
fource of fafety. 

The rules and definitions of prudence can rarely 
be exaft ; never univerfal. I do not deny that in 
fmali truckling Hates a timely compromife with 
power has often been the means, and the only 
means, of drawling out their puny exifte nee; but 
a great ftate is too much envied, too much di caded 
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to find fafi'ty in humiliation. To be fecure, it 
muft be refpefted. Power, and eminence, and 
confideration, are things not to be begged. They 
muft be commanded : and they w'ho fupplicate for 
mercy from others, can never hope for juftice 
through themfclves. What juftice they are to ob- 
tain, as the alms of an enemy, depends upon his 
charafter; and that they ought well to know be- 
fore they implicitly confide. 

Much controverfy there has been in Parliament, 
and not a little amongft us out of doors, about the 
inftrumental means of this nation towards the 
maintenance of her dignity, and the affertion of 
her rights. On the moft elaborate and correct de- 
tail of fads, the refiilt feems to be, that at no lime 
has ihe w^ealth and pow er of Great Britain been fo 
, coiifidcrable as it is at this very perilous moment. 
"We have a vafi intereft to preferve, and we polTcfs 
great means of preferving it : but it is to be re- 
membered tliat the artificer may be incumbered by 
his tools, and that refoiirccs may be among impe- 
diments. If v\ealth is th.e obedient and laborious 
flav.) of virtue and of intbliek honour, than wealth 
is in its place, and ha.^ its ufe : but if this order is 

changed, and honour is to l efacrificed to the con-, 
fervation of riches, riches w hich have neither eyes 
nor liands, nor any thing truly vital in them, can- 
not long furvive I he being of their vivify ing powers, 
their legitimate uiafters, and their potent proteclors. 

If 
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If we cominaud our wc ill!!, wo lliull ]>e ridi nud 
free: if our wealth comuuiiuls us, we are poor 
indeed. V\ are bougiit by the enemy with the 
treafure fi oin our own cofTors. Too great a fenfe 
of the value of a fubordinate iiiterefl may be the 
very fource of its danger, as well as the certain 
ruin of interi’fts ofa fuperiour order. Often has a 
man loft his all becaufe he would not fubmit to ha- 
zard all in defending it. A diTplay of our wealth 
before robbers is not the way to lellrain tiieir bold- 
nefs, or to lelfen their rapacity. "Ihisdiplayis 
made, I know, to perfnade the people of England 
that thereby ^ve lhall awe the enetn v, ami improve 
the terms of our ea])itulation: it is made, not that 
we ihould fight with more animation, but that we 
Ihould fupplicate with better iiopes. We are mif- 
takt n. We have an enemy to deal with who ne- 
ver regarded our contefl as a meafiiring and weigh- 
ing of purfes. lie is the Gaul tiiat puts his Jivord 
into the fcale. lie is more templed with our 
wealth .as booty, then terrified with it as jiower. 
Blit let ns be rich or poor, let us be either in what 
proportion we may, nature is fullb or this is true, 
that where the elleiitial puhliek force (of which 
money is but a part is in any degree upon a. par in 
a conflibt bet wen nations, that fiate which is re- 
folved to haziid its exiflence rather than to ab.aii- 
don its obje s, muft have an infinite advantage 
over that which is refolved to yield rather than to 
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oirry its refinance heyoi d a certain point. Hik 
n-aniy i'peaking, tliat people which bounrls its ef- 
ioi t-i only with its being, iniift give tlie law to that 
,nalion wliich will not pulh its oppofition beyond 
its convenience. 

If we K-ok to nothing but our domeltick condi- 
tion, the fu:te of the nation is full even to plethory; 
but if we imagine that this country can long main- 
tain its blood and its food, as disjoined from the 
connnnnity of mankind, fuch an opinion does not 
deferve refutation as abfiird, but pity as infane. 

I do not know that fuch an improvident an<i 
ftupid felfiilinefs deferves the difeutfion, which 
perhaps, I may bellow u} on it iiereafter. We can- 
not arrange with our enemy in the prelent conjunc- 
tuie, without abandoning the intereft of mankind. 
If we look only to our own petty peculium in the 
war, we have had fome advantages; advantages 
ambiguous in their nature, and dearly hougiit. A\'e 
have not in the llightcft degree impaired the 
ftrengtli of the common enemy in any one of 
thofe points in wbicli his particular foice confiftsj 
at the fame time that new enemies to omfelves, 
new allies to the regicide republick, have been 
made out of the wrecks and fragments of the ge- 
neral confederacy. So far as to the fellifli part. As 
compofing a part of the community of Europe, and 
interdied in its fate, it is not eafy to conceive a 
ftate of things more doubtful and perplexing. 

When 
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When Louis the XlVtli had made himfelf mafter 
of one of the larged and mod important provinces 
of Spain ; when he liad in a manner overrun I-om- 
bardy, and was thundering at the gates of Turin; 
when he had raadered almod all Germany on this 
fide the Khine; when he vi^as on the point of 
ruining tiie auguft fabriek of the empire; when 
with the elector of Bavaria in his alliance, hardly 
any thing interpofed between him and Vienna; 
when the Turk hung with a mighty force over 
the empire on the other lide; I do not know, that in 
the beginning of 1704 (that is in the third year of 
the renovated war witli I.ouis theXlVth) the date 
of Europe was fo truly alarming. To England it 
certainly was not. Holland (and Holland is a mat- 
ter to England of value inedimable) was then power- 
ful was then independent, and though greatly en- 
dangered, was then full of energy and fpirit. But 
the great refource of Europe wasr in England; not 
in a fort of England detached from the red of the 
world, and amudng herfelf with tlie puppet-diew 
of a naval power, (it can be no better, whiid all 
■the fources of that }>ower, and of every fort of power, 
are precarious) but in that fort of England, who 
conddered herfelf as embodied with Europe; but 
in that fort of England, who, fympathetick with the 
atlverfity or the happinefs of mankind, felt that 
nothing in human affairs was foreign to her. We 
may condder it as a fure axiom that, as on the one 
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hand no confederacy of the lead effeft or duration 
can exift againft France, of which England is not 
only a part, but the head, fo neither can England 
pretend to cope with Fra»)ce but as connefted 
with the body of Chriftendom. ' 

Our account of the war, as a war of communion, 
to the very point in which we began to throw' out 
lures, oglings, and glances for peace, was a war 
of difafter and of little elfe. The independent ad- 
vantages obtained by us at the beginning of the 
war, and w'hich were made at the expence of that 
common caufe, if they deceive us about our 
larged and our fared intered, are to bo reckoned 
amongd our heavied lodes- 

The allies, and Great Britain amongd the red, 
(and perhaps among the foremod) have been mi- 
ferably deluded by this great fundamental errour; 
that it was in our power to make peace with this 
monder of a date, whenever we chofe to forget 
the crimes that made it great, and the defigns that 
made it formidable. People imagined th.at their 
ceafing to refid was the fnre w'ay to be fecurc. 
This “ pale cad ofthouglit” ficklied over all theif 
enterprifes and turned all their politicks awry. 
They could not, or rather they would not read, 
in the mod unequivocal declarations of the enemy 
and in his uniform conduct, that more fafety was 
to be found in the mod ardous war, than in the 
friendfliip of that kind of being. Its hodile amity 
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can be obtained on no terms that do not imply an 
inability hereafter to refill its defigns. This great 
prolifick errour (I mean that peace was always in our 
power) has been the caufe that rendered the allies 
indifferent about the diredlion of the war ; and per- 
fuaded them that they might always rilk a choice, 
and even a change in its objects. They feldom 
improved any advantage : hoping that the enemy, 
affedted by it, would make a proffer of peace. 
Hence it was, that all their early victories have 
been followed almoft immediately with the ufual 
effects of a defeat ; whilll all the advantages ob- 
tained by the regicides, have been followed by 
the eonfequences that were natural. The difcom- 
fitures, which the republick of affaffins has fuf- 
fered, have uniformly called forth new exertions, 
which not only repaired old Ioffes, but jirepared 
new conquelis. The Ioffes of the allies, on the 
contrary, (no provifion having been made on the 
fpeculation of fuch an event) have been followed 
by defertion, bydifmay, bydifunion, by a derelic- 
tion of their policy, by a flight from their prin- 
ciples, by an admiration of the enemy, by mutual 
accufations, by a diflruft in every member of the 
alliance of its fellow, of its caufe, its power, and 
its courage. 

Great difficulties in confequence of our errone- 
ous policy, as I have faid, prefs u[)on every fide of 
us. Far from defil ing to conceal or even to palliate 
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the evil in the reprefentation, T wifli to lay it 
dov n as my foundation, that never greater exifted. 
In a moment wiien fiulilen j>anick is apprehended, 
it may be wife, for a while to conceal fome great 
pnblick difafter, or to reveal it by degrees, until the 
minds of the people have time to be recollected, 
that their underftanding may have leifure to rally, 
and that more fteady councils may prevent their 
doing fomething defperate under the firft impref- 
fions of rage or terrour. But with regard to a ge^ 
neral Hate of things, growing out of events and 
caufes already known in the grofs, there is no piety 
in the fraud that covers its true nature; becaufe 
nothing but erroneous refolutions can be the refult 
of falfe reprefentations. Thofe meafures which in 
common diftrefs might be available, in greater, 
are no better than playing with the evil. That 
the effort may bear a proportion to the exigence, 
it is fit it ihould be known; known in its quality, 
in its extent, and in all the circumftances which at- 
tend it. Great reverfes of fortune there have been, 
and great embarraffments in council : a principled 
regicide enemy poffelfed of the moll important 
part of Europe, and flruggling for the reft ; within 
ourfelves a total relaxation of all authority, whilft 
a cry is raifed againft it, as if it were the moll fero- 
cious of all defpotifm. A worfe phenomenon ; — • 
our government difowned by the moft efficient 
member of its tribunals j ill fupported by any of 
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their conftituent parts; and tlie liigheft tribunal of 
all (from caufes no* for our prefent pnrpofe to 
examine) deprived of all that dignity and all that 
efficiency which might enforce, or regulate, or if 
the cafe required it, might fiipply the want of every 
other court. Publick profeentions are become little 
better than fchools for treafon; of no ufe but to 
improve the dexterity of criminals in the myfterv 
of evafion; or to dievv with what complete impu- 
nity men may confpire againft the commoTiAvealth; 
with what faf«ty alfaffins may attempt its awful 
head. Every thing is feenre, exce')t what the law.s 
have made facred ; every thing is tmi enefs and 
languor that is hot fury and faction. Whilft the ' 
dillempers of a relaxed fibre prognofticate and pre- 
pare all the morbid force of convulfion in the body 
of the ftate, the fleadinefs of the phyfician is over- 
powered by the very afpeft of the difeafe*. The 
doftor of the confiitution, ])retending to under- 
rate what he is not able to contend with, thrinks 
from his own operation. Me doubts and quetlions 
the falutary but critical terrours of tlte cautery and 
the knife. He takes a poor credit even from his 
defeat ; and covers impotence under the matk of 
lenity. He praifes the moderation of the laws, as, 
in his . hands, he fees them baffled and def|)ifed. 

Is all this, becaufe in our day the llatutes of the 
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kingdo'Ti are not engroiir'l in a.s firm a charafter, 
and imprinted in as likick and le^^ibie a ty[>e a» 
ever? No! the law is a cleir, but it is a dead 
letter. Dead and putrid, it is inliiflicient to fave 
the fta*^e, but [loteiit to inlect an i to kill. Living 
law, .fill! ofreafon, and of e«piity and jultice, (as it 
is, or it (hould not exili) ought to be fevere and 
awful too ; or the \Vords of menace, whether writ- 
ten on the parchment roll of England, or cut into 
the brazen tablet of Rome, will excite nothing but 
contempt. Ilow comes it, that in all the ftate 
profeciUio't.s of magnitude, from the revolutioa 
to within thofe two or three years, the crown has 
fcarcely e\ er retireil dilgraced and defeated from 
its courts? Whence this alarming change? By a 
connection ealily felt, and not impotiihie to be 
traced to its caiifc, all the parts of tlie (late have 
their correfpondence and confent. They who bovr 
to the enemy abroad will not be of power to|ub- 
due thq confjiirator at liome. It is impoflible not 
to obferve, that in [trojioriion as we apiiroximate 
to the poifouous jaws of anarchy, tiie fafeinatioa 
grows irrchitihle. In proportion as we are attracted 
towards the focus of illegality, irreligion, and def- 
perate enterj>;ife, all tlie venomous and blighting 
iiiftiis of the ftate are awakened info life. The 
promife of tiie year is lilafted, and thnvelled, and 
Inirned up before them. Our moll fJutary and 
moil beautiful iullitutious yield nothing but dud 
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^h(l fmut ; the Imrveft of our law is no more than 
ftubbie. It is in the nature of thefe eruptive dif- 
eafes in the (late to fink in by fits and re-appear. 
13ut the' fuel of the malady remains; and in my 
opinion is not in the fmallell degree mitigated in 
its malignity, though it waits the favourable mo- 
ment of a freer communication with the fource of 
regicide to exert and to increafe its force. 

Is it that the j)eople are changed, that the com- 
monwealth cannot beprotefterlby itslaws? I hardly 
think it. On the contrary, I conceive, that thefe 
things happen becaufe men are not changed, but 
remain always what they always were; they re- 
main what the bulk of us mud ever be, when aban- 
doned to our vulgar propenfities, without guide, 
leader, or control : that is, made to be full of a 
blind elevation in profperity ; to defpife untried 
d,angers; to be overpowered with unexpefted re- 
verfes; to find no clue in a labyrinth of difiicultics; 
to get out of a prefent inconvenience with any rifk 
of future ruin; to follow and to bow to fortune; 
to admire fuccefsful though wicked enterprife, and 
to imitate what w-^e admire ; to contemn the govern- 
ment which announces danger from fecrilege and 
regicide, whilil they are only in their infancy and 
their ftruggle, but which finds nothing that can 
alarm in their adult flate and in the power and tri- 
umph of thofe deftruftive principles. In a mafs 
VoL. Vlil. H we 
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we cannot be left to ourfelves. We muft have 
leaders. If none will undertake to lead tis right, 
we fliall find guides who will contrive to coadu^ 
us to fhame and ruin. 

We are in a war of a peculiar nature. It is not 
with an ordinary community, which is hofiile or 
friendly as pafiion or as intereft may veer about ; 
not with a State which makes war through wan- 
tonuefs, and abandons it through lafiitude. We 
are at war with a fyftem, w hich, by its effence, is 
inimical toall other Governments, and whichmakes 
peace or war, as peace and war may beft con- 
tribute to their fubverfion. It is with an armeddoc' 
trine, that we are at war. It has, by its effence, a 
faction of opinion, and of intereft, and of enthufi- 
afm, in every country. To us it is a Coloffus which 
beftrides our channel. It has one foot on a foreign 
fhore, the other Upon the Britidi foil. Thus ad- 
vantaged, if it can at all exift, it muft finally pre- 
vail. Nothing can fo completely ruin any of the 
old Governments, ours in particular, as the ac- 
knowledgment, direftly or by implication, of any 
kind of fuperiority in this new power. This ao- 
knowledgiiient w’e make, if in a bad or doubtful 
fituation of our affairs, we folicit peace; or if we 
yield to the modes of new humiliation, in which 
alone ffie is content to give us an hearing' By 
that means the terms cannot be of our choofings 
no, not in any part. 

It 
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It is laid in the unalterable conftltutio.n of 
things ; — None can afpire to aft greatly, but thofe 
who are of force greatly to fuffer. They who 
made their arrangements in the firft run of mifad-* 
venture, and in a temper of mind the common 
fruit of difappointment and difmay, put a feal on 
their calamities. To their power they take a fe« 
curity againft any favours which they might hope 
from the ufual inconftancy of fortune. I am there- 
fore, my dear friend, invariably of your opinion 
(though full of refpeft for thofe M'ho think diffe- 
rently) that neither the time chofen for it, nor the 
manner of foliciting a negotiation, were properly 
confidered; even though I had allowed (I hardly 
fhall allow) that with the horde of regicides we 
could by any feleftion of time, or ufe of means, ob- 
tain any thing at all deferving the name of peace. 

In one point we are lucky. The regicide has 
received our advances with fcorn. We have an 
enemy, to whofe virtues we can owe nothing ; but 
on this occafion we are infinitely obliged to one of 
his vices. We owe more to his infolence than to 
our own precaution. The haughtinefs by which 
the proud repel us, has this of good in it ; that in 
making us keep our diflance, they muft keep their 
diilance too. In the prefent cafe, the pride of the 
regicide may be our fafety. He has given time 
for our re^n to operate ; and for Britifh dignity 
to recover from its furprife. From firll to lail he 
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has rejectf'd all our advances. Far as we have 
g«ne he'ha.s Hill left a way open to our retreat. 

There js always an augury to be taken of what 
a peace is likely to be, from the preliminary fteps 
that are made to bring it about. We may gather 
fomething from the time in vt hich the firll overtures 
are made; from the quarter whence they come; 
from the manner in which they are received. Thefe 
difcover the temper of the parties. If your enemy 
offers {)cacc in the moment of fuccefs, it indicates 
that he is falisfied with fomething. Itfliewsthat 
there arc limits to his ambition or his refentmeut. 
If he offers nothingunder misfortune, itisprobable, 
that it is more painful to him to abandon the prof- 
peft of advantage than to endure calamity. If he 
rejects folicitation, and will not give even a nod to 
the fuppliants for peace, until a change in the for- 
tune of the war threatens him with ruin, then I 
think it evident, that he withes nothing more than 
to difarm his adverfary to gain time. Afterwards 
a queftion arifes, which of the parties is likely to 
.obtain the greater advantages, by continuing dif- 
armed and by the ufe of time. 

With thefe few plain indications in our minds, 
it will not be improper to re-conGder the conduct 
of tite enemy together with our own, from the day 
that a queftion of peace has been in agitation. In 
confidering this part of the queftion, I do not 
proceed on my own hypothefis. I fuppofe,. for a 
, i . . moment. 
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moment, that this body of regicide, calling itfelfa 
republick, is a politick perfon, with whom loine- 
thing deferviiig the name of peace may be made. 
On that fuppofition, let us examineoiir own proceed- 
ing. Let us compute the profit it has brought, and 
the advantage that it is likely to bring hereafter. 
A peace too eagerly fought, is not always the fooner 
obtained. The difcovery of vehement wiflies ge- 
nerally fruftrates their attainment ; and \mur adver- 
farv lias gained a great advantage over you when 
he finds you impatient to conclude a treaty. There 
is in referve, not only fomething ofdignity, but a 
great deal of prudence too. A fort of courage be- 
longs to negotiation as well as to operations of the 
field. A negotiator muft often feem willing to 
hazard the whole ifiue of his treaty, if he wiflies 
to fecure any one material point. 

The regicides w^ere the fu ft to declare w’ar. We 
are the firft to fue for peace. In proportion to the 
humility and perfeverance we havefliew’n in our 
addrefl'es, has been the obftinacy of their arrogance 
in rejedling our fuit. The patience of their, pride 
feems to have been worn out with the importu- 
nity of our courtfliip. Difgnfted as they are with 
a conduct fo diflerent froni all the fentimeots by 
which they are tliemfelves filled, they think to. put 
an end to our vexatious folicitation by redoubling 
their infults. 
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It happens frequently, that pride may reje61; a 
publick advance, while intereft lillensto a fecret 
fuggeftion of advantage. The opportunity has 
been afforded. At a very early period in the diplo- 
macy of humiliation, a gentleman was fent on an 
errand *, of which, from the motive of it, what- 
ever the event might be, we can never be alhamed. 
Humanity cannot be degraded by humiliation. It 
is its very chara^lerto fubrait to fuch things. There 
is a confanguinity between benevolence and humi- 
lity. They are virtues of the fame ftock. Dignity 
is of as good a race ; but it belongs to the family of 
fortitude. In the fpirit of that benevolence, we 
fent a gentleman to befeech the dir86tory of regi- 
cide, not to be quite fo prodigal as their republick 
bad been of judicial murder. We folicited them 
to fpare the lives of fome unhappy perfons of the 
^rft diftinftion, whofe fafety at other times could 
not have been an objeft of folicitation. They had 
quitted France on the faith of the declaration of the 
Tights of citizens. They never had been in the 
fervice of the regicides, nor at their hands had re- 
ceived any ftipend. The very fyftem and confti- 
tution of government that now prevails, was fettled 
fubfequent to their emigration. They were under 
the proteftionofGreat Britain, and in his Majefty'a 
pay and fervice. Not an hoftile invafion, but the 

* Mr. Bird fent to ftate the real fituation ’of the Doc d« 
Choifeul. 
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difaftera of the fea had thrown them upon a fhore 
more barbarous and inhofpitable than the inde* 
ment ocean under the moft pitilefs of its flormi. 
Here was an opportunity to exprefs a feeling for th^ 
miferies of war ; and to open fome fort of convep* 
fation , which (after our publick overtures had glut-^ 
ted their pride), at a cautious and jealous dillanee» 
might lead to fometbing like an accomodation. 
What was the event ? A flrange uncouth thing, a 
theatrical figure of the opera, his head fhaded 
with three-coloured plumes, his body fantaftically 
habited, ftrutted from the back fcenes, and after a 
fliort fpeech, in the mock heroick falfetto of itupidi 
tragedy^ delivered the gentleman whocame tomake 
the reprefentation into the cuftody of a guard, 
with direftions not to lofe fight of him for a mo- 
ment; and then ordered him to be fent from 
Paris in two hours. 

Here it is impoffible, that a fentiment of tender- 
nefs thould not ftrike athwart the fternnefs of po- 
liticks, and make us recal to painful memory, tlie 
difference between this infolent and bloody theatrd 
and the temperate, natural majefty of a civilized 
court, where the alllifted family of Afgil] did not 
in vain folicit the mercy of the highell of rank, and 
the moft compaffionate of the compaffionate fex. 

In this intercourfe, at leaft, there was nothing 
to promife a great deal of fucceis in our future ad- 
vances. Whilft the fortune of the field wa& wholly 
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with the regicides, nothing was thought of but to 
follow where it led ; and it led to every thing. Not 
^ fo much as a talk of treaty. Laws were laid down 
with arrogance. The molt moderate politician in 
their clan * was chofen as the organ, not fo much 
for prefcribing limits to their claims, as to mark 
what, for the prefent, they are content to leave to 
others. They made, not laws, not conventions, 
not late pofleffion, but phyfical nature, and political 
convenience, the foie foundation of their claims. 
The Rhine, tlie Mediterranean, and the ocean 
were the bounds which, for the time, they affigned 
to the empire of regicide. What was the chamber 
of union of Louis the Fourteenth, which aftonHlied 
and provoked ail Europe, compared to this decla- 
ration ? In truth, with thefe limits, and their prin- 
ciple, they would not have left even the fhadow 
of liberty or fafety to any nation. This plan of 
empire was not taken up in the fii-ft intoxication 
ofunexpc6ted fuccefs. \ou muft recolleFf, that 
it w'as prcje6ed, juft as the report has ftated it, 
from the very firft revolt of the faftion againft 
their monarchy; and it has been uniformly pur- 
fued, as a ftanding maxim of national policy, from 
that time to this. It is, generally, in the feafon of 
profperity that men difeover their real temper' 
principles, and defigns. Rut this principle fug- 
gefted in their firft ftruggles, fully avowed in their 
* Boifly d’ Anglas. 

profperity. 


Digitized by GoogI 


1 


REGICIDE PEACE, t6^' 

profperlty, bas, in the mod adverfe date of their 
affairs, been tenacioullv adhejed to. The report,^ 
combined with their conduct, forms an infallible 
criterion of the views of this republic. 

In theip fortune there has been fouiefliidtuation.' 
are to fee how their minds have been affedled 
lirith a change. Some impreffion it marie on them 
undoubtedly. It pnxlueed fome obiifjue notice 
of the fuhmiffions that were made by fiippliant na- 
tions. The utmod they did, was to make fome of 
thofe cold, formal, general profedions of a love of 
peace which no Power has ever refufed to make; 
becaufe they mean little, and cod nothing. 
The fil'd paper I have feen (the publication at 
Hamburgh) making a diew of that pacifick difpo- 
fition, difeovered a rooted animodty againd this 
nation, and an incurable rancour, even more 
than any one of their hodile acls. In this Ham- 
burgh declaration, they choofe to fuppofe, that the 
war, on the part of England, is a icar of govern- 
ment, begun and carried 07 i againf the fenfs and in- 
terejts of the people ; thus fovving in their very 
overtures towards peace, the feeds of tumult and 
fedition: for they never have abandoned, and 
never will they abandon, in peace, in war, in 
treaty, in any fituation, or for one indant, their 
old deady maxim of feparating the people from 
their Government. Let me add — and it p's with 
unfeigned anxiety for tlie charader and credit of 
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uiiniflers that I do add — if our government pcrfe« 
veres, in its as uniform courfe, of ailing under in- 
firuments with fuch preambles, it pleads guilty to 
the charges made by our eneniies agaiiiil it, both 
on its own part, and on the part of parliament it- 
felf. The enemy muft fucceed in his plan for 
loofening and difconne< 5 ting all the internal hold- 
ings of the kingdom. 

It was not enough, that the fj>eech from the 
Throne in the opening of the feCion in 1795> 
threw out oglings and glances of tendernefs. Left 
this coquetting fliould feem too cold and ambigu- 
ous, without waiting for its effeft, the violent paf- 
lion for a relation to the regicides, produced a di- 
reft meflage from the crown, and its <ionfequence» 
from the two Houfes of parliament. On the part 
of the regicides tbefe declarations could not be 
entirely pafled by without notice; but in that 
notice they difeovered ftill more clearly the bot- 
tom of their character. The offer made to them 
by the meffage to Parliament was hinted at in 
their anfwer; but in an obfeure and oblique 
manner as before. They accompanied their no- 
tice of the indications manifefted on our fide, 
with every kind of infolent and taunting reflec- 
tion. The regicide direftory, on the day which, 
in their gipfey jargon, they call the 5th of Pluviofe, 
in return for our advances, charge us with elud- 
ing our dedarations under “ evafive formalities 
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and frivolous pretexts.” What thcfe pretexts 
and evafions were, they do not fay, and I have never 
heard. But they do not reft there. I'liey pro- 
ceed to charga us, and, as it dioiild feem, our 
allies in the mafs, with direft perjidii ; they are fo 
cohciliatory in their language as to hint that this 
perfidious charaHer is not new in our proceedings. 
However, notwithftanding this our habitual per- 
fidy, they will offer peace “ on conditions as mo- 
derate” — as what ? as reafon and as equity re- 
quire ? No ! as moderate “ as are fuitable to 
their national dignity." National dignity in all 
treaties I do admit is an important confideration. 
They have given us an ufeful hint on that fubje^t: 
but dignity, hitherto, has belonged to the mode 
of proceeding, not to the matter of a treaty. Never 
before has it been mentioned as the ftandard for 
rating -the conditions of peace; no, never by the 
moft violent of conquerors. Indemnification is 
capable of fome eftimate ; dignity has no ftandard. 
Jt is impoffible to gnefs what acquifitions pride and 
ambition may think fit for their dignity. But left 
any doubt Ihould remain on what they think for 
their dignity, the regicides in the next paragraph 
tell us “ that they will have no peace with their 
enemies, until they have reduced them to a 
ftate, which will put them under an impoJibUity 
of purfuing their wretched projeds that is, in 
plain French or Englilh, until they haye accom^ 

pliihed 
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plifhed our utter and irretrievable ruin. This is 
tlicir pacifick language. It flows from their unalter- 
able i)rinciple in whatever language they fpeak, or 
w li.atevcr ficps they take, whether of real war, or 
of pretended pacification.* Tliey have never, to do 
them juft ice, been at much trouble in concealing 
their intentions. We were as obftinately refolved ' 
to think them not in earneft: but I confefs jefts 
of this fort, whatever their urbanity may be, are 
not much to my tafte. 

To this conciliatory and amicable publick com- 
munication, our foie anfwer, in effeft, is this — 

“ Citizen regicides! whenever t/ez/ find yourfelves 
“ in the humour, you may have a peace with us. 

“ That is a point you may always command. We 
“ are conftantly in attendance, and nothing you 
“ can do fhall hinder ns from the renewal of our 
“ fupplications. You may turn tis out at the 
“ door; but we will jump in at the window.” ' 

To thofe w'ho do not love to contemplate the 
fall of human greatnefs, I do not know a more 
mortifying, fpeftacle, than to fee the aftembled 
majefty of the crowned heads of Europe w'aiting 
as patient fuitors in the anti-chamber of regicide. 
They wait, it feems, until the fanguinary tyrant 
Carnot, (ball have fnorted away the fumes of the 
indigefted blood of his fovereign. Then, when 
funk on the down of ufurped pomp, he fliall have 
fufficiently indulged his meditations with what 
' monarch 
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monarch he fhall next glut his ravening maw, he 
may condefcend to lignify that it is his pleafiire to 
be awake ; and that he is at leii’ure to receive the 
propofals of Ins high and mighty clients for the 
terms on which he may refpite the execution of the 
fentence hehaspaOTeduponthem. At theopening 
of thofe doors, what a hght it mult he to behold the 
plenipotentiaries of royal impotence, in tlie prece- 
dency whichthey will intriguetoobtain, and which 
will be granted to them according to the feniority 
of their degradation, fncaking into the regicide 
prefence, and with the relicks of tlie fmile, v\ Inch 
they had drelled up for the levee of their mailers, 
ftill flickering on their curled lips, prefenting the 
faded remains of their courtly graces, to meet 
the fcoruful, ferocious, fardotiick grin of a bloody 
rulTian, who, vvhilll he bis receiving their homage, 
ismeafuring them with his eye, and fitting to their 
fize the Aider of his guillotine ! Thefe ambafla- 
dors may eafily return as good courtiers as they 
went; but can they ever return from that degrad- 
ing refidence, loyal and faithful fubje61s ; or with 
any true afle^lioii to their mailer, or true attach- 
ijientto the conllitution, religion, or haws of their 
country ? There is great danger that they whp 
enter fmiling into this Trophonian cave, will 
come out of it fad and ferious confpirators; and 
fuch will continue as long as they live. They 
will become true condu6tors of contagion to every 

country, 
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country, which has had the misfortune to fend 
tliem to the fource of that eleftricity. At beft 
they will become totally indifferent to good and 
evil, to one inftitution or another. This fpecies 
of indifference is but too generally diftinguifh- 
able in thofe who have been much employed 
in foreign courts; but in the prefent cafe the 
evil mud 1)e aggravated without meafure; for 
they go from their country, not with the pride of 
the old character, but in a ftate of the lowed de- 
gradation ; and what mud happen in their place 
of rcfidence can have no effeft in raifing them to 
the level of true dignity, or of chade felf-edima- 
tion, either as men, or as reprefentatives of crown- 
ed heads. 

Our early proceeding, which has produced thefe 
returns of affront, appeared tometotally new, with- 
out being adapted to the new circumdances of 
affairs. I have called to iny mind the fpeeches 
and meffages in former times. I find nothing like 
thefe. You will look in the Journals to find whe- 
ther my memory fails me. Before this time, never , 
was a ground of peace laid, (as it were, in a par- 
liamentary record) until it had been as good as 
concluded. This was a wife homage paid to the 
difcrction of the crown. It was known how 
much a negotiation mud fuffer by having any 
thing in the train towards it prematurely difclofed. 
Ikit when thofe parliamentary declarations were 

made« 
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made, not fo much as aflcpbad been taken towards 
a negotiation in any mode whatever. The mea- 
fure was an unpleafant and unfeafonable difcovery. 

I conceive that another circumftance in that 
tranfaftion has been as little authorized by any ex- 

I 

ample; and that it is as little prudent in itfeif; 
I mean the formal recognition of the French Re- 
publick. Without entering, for the prefent, into 
a queftion on the good faith manifeftcd in that 
meafure, or on its general policy, I doubt, upon 
mere temporary confiderations of prudence, whe- 
ther it was perfectly advifeable. It is not within 
the rules of dexterous conduct to make an ac- 
knowledgment of a contefted title in your enem}>', 
before you are morally certain that your recogni- 
tion will fecure his friendfliip. Othcrwife it is a 
meafure worfe than thrown away. It adds infi- 
- nitely to the ftrength, andconfequently to the de- 
mands of the adverfe party. Me has gained a 
fundamental point without an equivalent. It has 
happened as might have been forefeen. No no- 
tice whatever was taken of this recognition. lu 
foci, the directory never gave themfelves any con- 
cern about it ; and they received our acknowledg- 
ment with perfect fcorn. With them it is «ot 
for the fiates of Europe to judge of their title: 
the very reverfe. In their eye the tide of every 
•ther power depends w'holly on their pleafure. 

Preliminary declarations of this fort, thrown 

out 
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out at random, and fovvn, as it were, broad-eaft, 
Were never to be found in the mode of our pro- 
ceeding with France and Spain, whilft the great 
monarcines of France and Spain exifted.^ I do not 
fay, that a diplomatick meafurc ought to be, like 
a p'arliamentary or a jiul'.cial proceeding, accord- 
ing to fn ied precedent. 1 hope I am far from tliat 
pedantry : But tins I know, that a great ftate 
ought to have feme regard to its ancient maxims; 
efpccudly where they indicate its dignity ; wdicre 
tl'.ey concur with tlie rules of prudence ; and above 
all, where tlie circumilanccs of the time require 
that a fpirit of innovation iJiould be refifled, which 
leads to the humiliation of fovereign powers. It 
would be ridiculous to aTert, that thofe powers 
have fiifftTcd nothing in their eftimation. I admit 
that the greater interefts of llate will for a moment 
fu;;errede all other confiderations : but if there 
was a rule that a fovereign ne*er fliould let down 
bis dignity without a fure payment to his intcreft, 
the dignity of Kings would be held higli enough. 
At prefent, however, falliion governs in more fe- 
rious things than furniture and drefs. It looks 
as if fovereigns abroad were emulous in bidding 
againlt their eftimation. It feems as if the pre- 
eminence of regicide was acknowledged ; and that 
kings tacitly ranked themfelves below their fa- 
crilegious murderers, as natural magiflrates and 
judges over them. It appears as if dignity were the 
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J)r^'’'0"ative of crime; and a temporifing humilia- 
tion the proper part for venerable authority. If 
the vileft of mankind are refolved to be the moft 
tvic'ked, they lofe all Ihe bafenefs of tbeir origin, 
and take their place above kings. This example 
in foreign princes, I truft, will not fpread. It is 
the concern of mankind, that the deftna^ion of 
order Ihould not be a claim to rank: that crimes 
lliould not be the only title to pre-eminence and 
honour. 

At this fecond ftage of humiliation, (I mean 
the infulting declaration in confequence of tiie 
meflage to both Houfes of Parliament) it might 
not have been amifs to paufe; and not to fquandcr 
away the fund of our fubmiffions, until we knew 
\vhat final purpofes of publick intereft they miglit 
anfwer. The policy of fubjcding onrfelves to fur- 
ther infults is not to me quite apparent. Tt was 
refolved, however, to hazard a third trial. Citizen 
Barthelemi had been eftabliilied on the part of the 
' new republick, at Bade; where, with his procon- 
fiilate of Switzerland and the adjacent parts of Ger- 
many, he was appointed as a fort of fu6ior to deal 
in the degradation of the crowned heads of Europe. 
At Bade it was thought proper, in order to keep 
others, I fuppofe, in countenance, that Creat 
Britain diould appear at this market, and bid 
with the reft, for the mercy of tlie people-king. 

On the 6th of March 1796, Mr. Wickham, in 
‘-•VoL. VIII. I confequence 
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confequence of authority, was defired to found 
France on her difpofition towards a general pacifi- 
cation; to know whether flie would confent to fend 
minifters to a congrefs at fuch a place as might 
be hereafter agreed upon ; whether there would be 
a difpolition to communicate tlie general grounds 
of a pacification fuch as France (the diplomatick 
name of the regicide power) would be willing to 
propofe, as a foundation for a negotiation for peace 
with his majefty aiid his allies ; or to fuggeft any 
other way of arriving at the fame end of a general 
pacification; but he had no authority to enter into 
any negotiation or difcuflion with Citizen Barthe- *' 
lemi upon thefe fubjefts. 

On the part of Great Britain this meafure was Ik 
voluntary act, wholly uncalled for on the part of^ 
regicide. Suits of this fort are at leaft ftrong in- 
dications of a defire for accomodation. Any 
other body of men but the directory would be 
fomewhat foothed with fuch advances^ They could 
not however begin their anfwer, which was given 
without much delay, and communicated on the 
28 th of the fame month, without a preamble of 
infult and reproach. “ They doubt the fince- 
rity of the pacifick intentions of this court.” Sb« 
did not begin, fay they, yet to “ know her real in- 
terefts,” “ the did not feek peace with good faith.** 
This, or fomethingto this etfedt, has been the con<« 
ftant preliminary obfervation, (now grown into a 
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■fort' of office-form) on all our overtures to this 
power ; a perpetual charge on the Britilh govern- 
ment of fraud, evafion, and habitual perfidy. 

It might be afked, from whence did thefe opi- 
nions of our infmcerity and ill faith arife? It was, 
becaufe the Britifh miniftry (leaving to the direc- 
tory however to propofe a better mode) propoCed 
A congrefshv the purpofe ofa general pacification, 
and this they faid “ would render negotiation end- 
lefs.” From hence they immediately inferred » 
fraudulent intention in the offer. Unqueftionably 
their mode of giving the law would bring matters 
to a more fpeedy conclufion. As to any ol her me- 
thod more agreeable to them than a congrefs, an 
alternative exprefsly propofed to them, they did 
not condefcend to fignify their pleafure. 

This refufal of treating conjointly with the pow- 
ers allied againfl this republick, furniflies matter 
for a great deal of ferious reflexion. They have 
hitherto conftantly declined any other than a 
treaty with a Angle power; By thus diffociating 
every ftate from every other, like deer feparated 
from the herd, each power is treated with, on the 
merit of his being a deferter from the common 
jCaufe. In that light the regicide power finding 
each of them infulated and unprotefted, with great 
facility gives the law to them all. By this fyf- 
tem, for the prefent an incurable diftruft is fown 

amongfl confederates ; and in future all alliance is 

1 2 rendered 
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rendered imprafticable. It is thus they have treated 
with Pruflia,with Spain, with Sardinia, with Bavaria, 
with the Ecclefiaftical State, with Saxony ; and 
here we fee them refufe to treat with Great Bri- 
tain in any other mode. They mud be worfe that 
blind who do not fee with what nndeviatino- re"u- 

O o 

larity of fydein, in this cafe and in ail cafes, they 
purfue their fcheme for the utter deftrndion of 
every independent power ; efpecially the fmaller, 
who cannot find any refuge whatever but in fome 
common caufe. 

Renewing their taunts and reflections, they tell 
Mr. Wickham, “ that Hicir policy has no guides - 
“ but opennefs and good faith, and that their con- 
** du(t ihall be conformable to tliefe principles.” 
They fay concerning their government, that “y ield- 
“ ing to the ardent defire by which it is animated 
“ to procure peace for the French republick, and 
“ for all nations, it will not feai' to declare itjclj 
“ ojienly. Charged by the conllitution with the 
execution of the hna, it cannot make or lijleyi to 
any propofal that would be contrary to them. 
The conftitutional aft does not permit it tocon- 
“ fent to any alienation of that which, according 
“ to the exifling laws, conllitutes the territory of 
the republick.” 

“ With refpeft to the countries occupied by the 
“ French armies andtchich have not been united to 

France, they, as well as other interefts political 

“ and 
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** and commercial, may become the fubje^t of a 
negotiation, which will prei’ent to the direftorv 
the means of pro\ing how much it defires to 
**' attain fpeedily to a happy ])acificafion. I'hat 
" the directory is ready to receive in this refpecl 
” any overtures that lhall be jutl, reafonable, and 
" compatible ivi/li the dignity of the rejmblick** 
On the head of what is not to be the fiibjc6t. of 
negotiation, the direc^lory is clear and open. As 
to what may be a matter of treaty, all this open 
dealing is gone. She retires into her thell. There 
file expefts overtures from you — and you are to 
guefs what file fiiall judge jufi:, reafonable, and. 
above all, compatible zvith he?' dignity. 

In the records of pride there does not exitl fij 
infulting a declaration. It is infolent in words, 
in manner, but iii fubftance it is not only infulting 
but alarming. It is fi fpecinien of what may be 
•xpeded from the matters we are preparing for 
our humbled country. Their opennefs and can- 
dour confift in a diredt avowal of their defpotiftn 
and ambition. We know that their declared relb- 
lution had been to furrender no object belonging 
to France previous to the war. They had refolved, 
that the republick was entire, and mutt remain fo. 
As to what the has conquered from the allies and 
united to the fame indivifible body, it is of the 
lame nature. That is, the allies are to give up 
whatever conquefts they have made or may make 

I 3 upon 
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upon France, but all which fhe has violently riu- 
vilhed from her neighbours, and thought fit to 
appropriate, are not to become fo much as objedft 
, of negotiation. 

In this unity and indivifibility of poffeflion are 
funk ten immenfe and wealthy provinces, full of 
llrong, flourilhing and opulent cities, (theAuftrian 
Netherlands,) the part of Europe the moft necef- 
fary to preferve any communication between thi» 
kingdom and its natural allies, next to Holland the 
moft interefting to this country, and without which 
Holland muft virtually belong to France, Savoy 
and Nice, the keys of Italy, and the cit^el in her 
hands to bridle Switzerland, are in that confolida* 
tion. The important territory of Liege is tom 
oiit of the heart of the empire. All thefe are in- 
tegrant parts of the republick, not to be fubjeft to 
any difcuflion, or to be purchafed by any equiva- 
lent. Why? becaufe there is a law which pre- 
vents it. What law? The law of nations? The 
acknowledged publick law of Europe ? Treaties 
and conventions of parties ? No ! not a pretence 
of the kind. It is a declaration not made in coii- 
fequence of any prefcription on her fide, not on 
any celfion or derelidlion, actual or tacit, of other 
powers. It is a declaration pendente lite in tli4 
middle of a war, one principal object of which was 
originally the defence, and has fince been the re- 
covery of thefe very countries* 

This 
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This ftrange law is not made for a trivial objeft, 
not for a lingle port, or for a fingle fortrefs, but for 
a great kingtlom ; for the religion, the morals, the 
laws, the liberties, the lives and fortunesof millions 
ot human creatures, who without their confent, 
or that of their lawful government, are, by an 
arbitrary aft of this regicide and homicide govern- 
ment, which they call a law, incorporated into their 
tyranny. 

In other words, their will is the law, not only 
at home, but as to the concerns of every nation. 
Who has made that law but the regicide republick 
itfelf, whofe laws, like thofe of the Medes and 
Perfians, they cannot alter or abrogate, or even fo 
much as take into confideration ? Without the 
lead ceremony or compliment, they have fent out 
of the world whole fets of laws and lawgivers. 
They have fwept away the very conftitutions under 
which the legillators a6led, and the laws were 
made. Even the fundamental facred rights of 
man they have not fcrupled to profane, They 
have fet this holy code at nought with ignominy and 
fcorn. Thus they treat all their domellick laws and 
conftitutions, and even what they had confidered 
as a law of Nature; but whatever they have 
their feal on for the purpofes of their ambition, 
and the ruin of their neighbours, this alone is in- 
vulnerable, impaflable, immortal. Aflumingtobt 
mafters of every thing human and divine, here, 

1 ^ and 
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and here alone, it feems they are limited, “ cooped 
and cabined in and this omnipotent legiflature 
finds itfelf wholly without the power of exercifing 
its favourite attribute, tlie love of peace. In other 
words, they are powerful to ufurp, impotent to re- 
llore; and equally by their power and their impo- 
tence they aggrandize therafelves, and weaken and 
imjioverilh you and all other nations. 

Nothing can be more proper or more manly 
than the ftate publication called a note on this pro- 
ceeding, dated Downing-fireet, the lothof April,. 
1 796. Only that it is better exprelTed, it perfe6Uy 

agrees with the opinion I have taken the liberty 

« 

of fubmitting to your confideration.* I place it 

below 

* " This Court has fecn, with regret, how far the tone and 
fpiritofthatanfwer, the nature and extent of the demands which 
it contains, and the manner of announcing them, are remote 
from any difpofltions for peace. 

“ The inadinifliblc pretenfion is there avowed of appropriat- 
ingto France all that the lawsexifting there may have comprifed 
under the denomination of French territory. To a demand 
fuch as this, isadded an exprefs declaratiuii that no propofal con- 
trary to it w ill he made, or even liftened to. And even this, 
under the pretence of an internal regulation, the proviiionsof 
whi( li are wiioil> foreign to all other nations. 

Wi.ile t.-efe difpofitions i.hall be periilted in, nothing is 
left for the King, hut to proftcute a war eipially juft and ne- 
cefi try. 

*“ Whenever his enemies fliall manifeft more paciBck fenti- 
jneuts, his Majefly will, at all tjmes, be eager toconciir in them, 

>*r 
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below at full length as my juftification in thinking 
that this aftonilhing paper from the Dirc6tory is 
not only a direct negative to all treaty, but is a re- 
jection of every principle upon which treaties could 
be made. To admit it for a moment were to ereiit 
this power, ufurped at home, into a legiflaturc to 
govern mankind. It is an authority that on a 
thoufand occafions thev have aiferted in claim, and 
whenever they are able, exerted in pra6lice. The 
dereliction of this whole fcheme of policy became, 
therefore, an indifpenfable previous condition to alt 
renewal of treaty. The remark of the Britilli ca- 
binet on this arrogant and tyrannical claim is na- 
tural and unavoidable. Our miniftry ftate,“ That 
while thefe diffwjitions Jhall be perjijied in, nothing 
is left for the King but to profecide a loar that isjiijl 
^ and neceffan)." 

It was of courfe, that we fliould wait until the 
enemy fliewed fome fort of difpofition on his part 

to 

bylendinghimfelfjin concertwith hisallies, toall fuch ineafures 
<is lhall be calculated to re-eftablilh general tranquillity on con- 
tlitioiis juft, honourable and pernument, either by the eltablilh- 
menf of a general congrefs, ■w hich has been fo happily thcineans 
of reltoring peace to Europe, or by a preliminary difcufllon of 
the principles which may be propofed, on eitherfide, as a foun- 
dation of a general pacification ; or, laflly, by an impartial ex- 
amination of any other way which may be pointed out to him 
for arriving at the fame falutary end.” 

Downing-Jlreet, April lo, 1796. 
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to fulfil this condition. It was hoped indeed that 
our fuppliant drains might be fuffered to deal into 
the augud ear in a more propitious feafon. That 
feafon, however, invoked by fo many vows, conju- 
rations and prayers, did not come. Every decla- 
ration of hodility renovated, and every aft purfued 
with double animofity — ^the over-running of Lom- 
bardy — the fubjugation of Piedmont — the poffef- 
fion of its impregnable fortrefles — the feizing on 
all the neutral dates of Italy — our expulfion from 
Leghorn — indances for ever renewed, for our 
expulfion from Genoa — Spain rendered fubjeft to 
them and hodile to us — Portugal bent under the 
yoke — half the empire over-run and ravaged, were 
the only figns which this mild republick thought 
proper tomanifedof her pacifick fentiments. Every 
demonfiration of an implacable rancour and an un- 
tameable pride were the only encouragements we 
received to the renewal of our fupplications. 

Here therefore they and we were fixed. Nothing 
was left to the Britidi minidry but “ to profecute 
a war jud and necefiary” — a w’ar equally jud as 
at the time of our engaging in it — a war become 
ten times more neceflary by every thing which 
happened afterwards. This refolution was foon, 
however, forgot. It felt the heat of the feafon and 
melted away. New hopes were entertained from 
fupplication. No expeftations, indeed, were then 

formed 
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formed from renewing a dire6l application to the 
Trench regicides through the agent-general for 
the humiliation of fov«reigns. At length a ftep 
was taken in degradation which even went lower 
than all the reft. Deficient in merits of our own, 
a mediator was to be fought — and we looked for 
that mediator at Berlin I The king of Pruflia’s 
merits in abandoning the general caufe might have 
obtained for him fome fort of influence in favour 
of tliofe whom he had deferted ; but I have never 
heard that his Pruflian majefty had lately difco-. 
vered fo marked an afleftion for the court of St. 
James’s, or for the court of Vienna, as to excite 
much hope of his interpofing a very powerful me» 
diation to deliver them from the diftreffes into 
which he had brought them. 

If humiliation is the element in 'which we live, 
if it is become not only our occafional policy but 
our habit, no great objection can be made to the 
modes in which it may be diverfified ; though, I 
confefs, I cannot be charmed with the idea of our 
expoftng our lazar fores at the door of every proud 
fervitor of the French republick, were the courts 
dogs will not deign to lick them. We had, if I 
am not miftaken, a minifter at that court, who 
might try its temper, and recede and advance as 
he found backwardnefs or encouragement. But 
to fend a gentleman there on no other errand than 
this, and with no alTurance whatever that he fliould 

not 
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not finrl, what he did find, a repulfe, feems to me* 
to fro fiir beyond all tlie demands of a liumiHation 
•merely politick. I hope, it did not arife from a 
predilection for that mode of conduct. 

The cup of bitternefs was not, however, drained 
to I he dregs. Bade and Berlin were not fuflicient. 
After fo many and fo diverfified repnlfes, we were 
rclkrived to make another experiment, and to try 
another mediator. Amongthe unhappy gentlemen 
in whofe perlbas royalty is infulted and degraded 
at the feat of plebeian pride, and upftart infolence, 
there is a minifterfrom Denmark at Paris. With- 
out any previous encouragement to that, any more 
than the other fteps, we fent through this turn- 
pike to demand a palTport for a perfon who on our 
part was to folicit peace in the metropolis, at the 
footflool of regicide rtfdf. It was not to be cx- 
peded that any one of thofe degraded beings 
could have influence enough to fettle any part of 
the terms in favour of the candidates for further 
degradation; befides, fuch intervention would be 
a dired breach in their fyftem, which did not per- 
mit one fovereign power to utter a word in the 
concerns of his e<iual. — Another repulfe. — We 
were defired to apply directly in our perfons. — 
We fubmitted and made the application. 

It might be thought that here, at length, we had 
touched the bottom of humiliation; our lead was 
brought up covered with mud. But “in the 

20 “ loweft 
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" loweft deep, a lower deep” waste open for us 
ftill more profound abylfes ofdifgraoe and fliame 
However, in we leaped. We came forward in our 
own name. The paflport, fuch a pafTport and fafe 
conduct as would be granted to thieves, avIio might 
come in to betray their accomplices, and no belter 
was granted to Britilh fupplieation. lo leave no 
doubt of its fpirit, as foon as the rumour of this 
aft of condefcenfion could get abroad, it was for- 
mally announced with an explanation from autho- 
rity, containing an inveftive agaiull the minifiry 
of Great Britain, their habitual frauds, their pro- 
verbial, perfidy. No fuch lUite paper, as a 
preliminary to a negotiation tor peace, has ever yet 
appeared. Very few declarations of war have ever 
fhewn fo much and fo unqualified animofity. I 
place it below* as a diplomatick curiofity, and in 
order to be the better underftood, in the few remarks 
I have to make upon a piece which indeed defies 

all 

^ Official Note, extra&ed from the Journal qf the Defenders of the 
Country. 

“ Executive Direflory. 

“ Diffprent Journals have advanced that an Englith pleni- 
potentiary had reached Paris, and had prefented hinifell' to the 
exeeutive direflory, but that his propofitions not having ap- 
peared fatisfaflory, he had received orders inlVautly to quit 
France. 

“ All thefe aflertions are equally falfe. 

" The notices given, in the Englilli papers, of a minifter 
having been fent to Paris, there to treat of peace, bring to rc- 

colleflroa. 
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all defcription— “ None but itfelf caii be its pa- 
rallel.” 

I pafs by all the infolence and contumely of the 
performance, as it comes from them. The prefent 

queiliott 

colleftion the overtures of Mr. Wickham to the ambaHador of 
the publick at Bade, and the rumours circulated relative to the. 
midion of Mr Hammond to the court ofPruflla. The tn^^- 
ui^c.'i/icc,or ratherthe fabtle duplicity, the PUN ICKJiyle of Mr, 
Wickham’s note, is not forgotten. According to the partifans 
of the Eiigliih miniftry, it was to Paris that Mr. Hammond was 
to come to fpeak for peace ; when his dedination became pub- 
lick, and it was known that he went to Pruflia, the fame writer 
repeated that it was to accelerate a peace, and, notwithdanding 
the objefl, now well known, of this negotiation. Was to engage 
Pruflia to break her treaties with the republick, and to return 
into the coalition — the court of Berlin, faithful to its engage- 
ments, repulfcd thel'e pefidious propofitions. But in convert- 
ing this intrigue into a million for peace, the Englilh minidry 
joined to the hope of giving a new enemy to France, that 
fying the continuance of the war in the eyes of the Englifh nation, and 
of throwing all the odium of it on the French government. Such was 
alfo th»aim of Mr. Wickham’s note . SiicA is fill that qf the 
notices given at this time in the Englifh papers. 

" This aim will appear evident, if we refledt how diflicult it 
is, that the ambitious government of England (hould dneerely 
■wilh for a peace that would snatch from it its maritime preponde- 
rancy, would re-efabli/h the freedom of the feas, would give a new 
impulfe to the Spanijh, Dutch, andFrench marines, and would carry 
to the highed degree ofprofperity the indudry and commerce of 
thofe nations in which it has always found rivals, and whiclk. 
it has conlidered as enemies of its commerce, when they were 
tired of being its dupes. 

But there will no longer he any credit given to thepadjkk inten- 

tiodf- 
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fjueftion is not how we are to be afFe6led with i| 
ill regard to our dignity. That is gone. I ftiall 
fay no more about it. Light lie the earth on the 
allies of Englilh pride. I lhall only obferve upon 
it politically, and as furnilhing a direction for our 
own condu6l in this low bufmefs. 

The very idea of a negotiation for peace, what- 
ever the inward fentiments of the party may be, 
implies fome confidence in their faith, fome de- 
gree of belief in the profeflions which are made 
concerning it. A temporary and occafional credit, 
at leaft, is granted. Otherwife men ftumble on 
the very threfliold. I therefore with to alk what 
hope we can have of their good faith, who, as the 
■very bafis of the negotiation, aflume the ill faith 
and treachery of thofe they have to deal with ? 

The 

#tonj of the 'EngUJh mihijlry, when it it known, that its gold and 
its intrigues, its open pra&ices, and itsin/inuations, hefiege more than 
ever the cabinet of Vienna, and are one of the principal objlacles to 
the negotiation whichthzt cabinet would of itfelfbe inducetftb enter 
on for peace. 

“ They will no longer be credited, finally, when the moment 
•of the rumourof thefe overtures being circulated is confidered. 
The Engli/h nation fupports impatiently the continuance of the war, a 
reply tniijl be made to itscomplaints, itsreproacltes : the parliament 
is about ,to re-open its fittings; the mouths of the orators who 
will declaim againfi the war muft be fhut, the demand of new 
taxes muft be juftified ; and to obtain thefe refults, it is neceflary 
to be enabled to advance, that the French government refufes 
every reafonable propofition of peace.’' 
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The terms, as againft us, muft be fiich as imply a' 
full fecurity againft a treacherous condu6t — that is, 
fiich terms asf this directory ftated in its firft de- 
claration, to j)lace us “ in an utter impoftibility of 
“ executing our wretched pr(|ie6ts.” This is tire 
''Oinen, and the foie omen, under which we have 
confented to open our treaty. 

The fecond obfervation I have to make upon it, 
(much connefled undoubtedly with the lirft,) is, 
that they have informed }"ou of the refult they 
propofe from the kind of peace they mean to grant 
you; that is to fay, the union they ]jropofe among 
nations, with the view of rivalling our trade and 
deftroying our naval power: and this they fup- 
pofe (and with good reafon too) muft be the 
inevitable effecft of their peace. It forms one of 
their principal grounds for fufpecHng our mini- 
fters could not be in good earnell in their propo-,, 
fition. They makenofcruple before hand to tell 
you the whole of what tlicy intend ; and this is 
what we call, in the modern ftyle, the acceptance 
of a propofition for peace ! In old language it 
would be called a moft haughty, oflenlive, and in- 
foJent rejection of all treaty. 

Thirdly, they tell you what they conceive to be" 
the perfidious policy which didtates your delufive 
offer; that is, the defign of cheating not only them, 
but the people of England, againft whofe interefl 
and inclination this war is fuppofed to be carried on.* 

If 
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'K we proceed in this bufmefs, under this preli* 
^minary declaration, it feems to me, that we admit, 
(now for the third time) by fomething a great deal 
llronger than words, the truth of the charges of 
every kind which they make upon the Britifh mi- 
niftry, and the grounds of thofe foul imputations. 
The language ufed by us, which in other circum- 
fiances would not be exceptionable, in this cafe 
tends very ftroiigly to confirm and realife the fuf- 
picion of our enemy. I mean the declaration, tliat 
if we do not obtain fuch terms of peace as fuits 
our opinion of what our interells require, then, and 
in that cafe, w'e dial! continue the war w’ith vigour. 
This offer fo reafoned, plainly implies, that wii hout 
it, our leaders themfelves entertain great doubts of 
the opinion and good affedions of the Britidi peo- 
ple; otherwife there does not appear any caufe, why 
we Ihould proc-oed under the fcandalous confirnc- 
tion of our enemy, upon the former offer made by 
Mr. Wickham, and on the new offer made diredly 
at Paris. It is not, therefore, fi om a fenfe of dig- 
nity, but from the danger of radicating that falfe 
fentiment in the breaftsof the enemy, that I think, 
under the aufpices of this declaration, we cannot 
with the leaft hope of a good event, or indeed, 
with any regard to tlie common fafety, proceed in 
the train of this negotiation. I wilh miniftry would 
fienoufly confider the importance of their feeming 
to confirm the enemy' in an opinion, that hit 
VouVIJI. K frequent 
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frequent ufe of appeals to the people againll their 
government has not been Avithout its effect. If it 
puts an end to this war it will render another im- 
prafticable. 

Whoever goes to the directorial prefence under 
this paffport, with this offenfive comment, and foul 
explanation, goes, in the avowed fenfe of the court 
to which he is fent, as the inllrument of a govern- 
ment diffociated from the interefls and wiflies of 
the nation, for the purpofe of cheating both the 
people of France and the people of England. He 
goes out the declared emiffary of a faithlels minif- 
try. He has perfidy for his credentials. He has 
national weaknefs for his full powers. I yet doubt 
' whether any one can be found to inveft himfelf 
with that character. If there Ihould, it would be 
pleafant to read his inflriiCtions on the anfwer 
which he is to give to the directory, in cafe they 
fliould repeat to him the fubllance of the manifeflo 
which he carries with him in his portfolio. 

So much for the .^>7? manifeflo of the regicide 
court which went along with the paffport. Left 
this declaration Ihould feem the effeCl of hafle, or 
a mere fudden effufion of pride and infolence, oa 
full deliberation, about a week after comes out a 
fecond. This manifeflo is dated the fifth of Octo- 
ber, one day before the fpeech from the throne, on 
the vigil of the feftive day of cordial unanimity fo 
happily celebrated by all parties in the Britiflt 

parliament. 
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parliament. In this piece the regicidesj our worthy 
friends (I call them by advance and by courtefy 
what by law I lliall be obliged to call them here^ 
after), our worthy friends, I fay, renew and enforce 
the former declaration concerning our faith and 
fmcerity, which they pinned to our paflport. On 
three other points which run through all their de- 
clarations, they are more explicit than even 
Firft, they more directly undertake to he the 
real reprefentatives of the people of this kingdom: 
and on a fuppofition, in which they agree with our 
parliamentary reformers, that the houfe of com- 
mons is not that reprefentative, the fun6lion being 
vacant, they, as our true conftitutional organ, in- 
form his majefty and the world of the fenfe of the 
nation. They tell us that “ the Englifh people 
“ fee with regret his majefty’s government fquan- 
“ dering away the funds which had been granted 
** to him.” This aftonifhing affumption of the 
publick voice of England, is but a flight foretaile 
of the ufurpation which, on a peace. We may be 
aflured they will make of all the powers in alf the 
parts of our vaflal conflitution. “ If they do thefe 
things in the green tree, what fhali be done in 
“ the dry ?” 

Next they tell us a condition to our treaty, that 
“ this government mull abjure the unjuft hatred it. 
“ bears to them, and at laft open its ears to the! ■ 
" voice of humanity.” — ^Truiy tlus is, even from 

K 2 th^in. 
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them , an extraordinary demand. Hitherto it feemt 
we have put wax into our ears to fhut them up 
a^inft the tender, foothing drains, in the affettuofo 
of humanity, warbled from the throats of Reubel, 
Carnot, Tallien, and the whole chorus of confif- 
cators, domiciliary vifitors, committee-men of re- 
fearch, jurors and prefidents of revolutionary tri- 
bunals, regicides, aflairins, malfacrers, and feptem- 
brifers. It is not difficult to difcern what fort oC 
humanity ouT government is to learn from thefe 
fyren fingers. Our government alfo, I admit with 
fome reafon, as a ftep towards the propofed frater- 
nity, is required to abjure the unjufl hatred w’hich 
it bears to this body of honour and virtue. I thank 
God I am neither a minifter nor a leader of oppo- 
fition. I protell I cannot do what they defire. I 
could not do it if 1 were under the guillotine; or as 
they ingenioufly and pleafantly exprefs it, “ look- 
ing out of the little national w’indow'.” Even at 
that opening I could receive none of their light. 

I am fortified againft all fuch affeftions by the 
declaration of the government,- which I mull 
ret confider as lawful, made on the 29th of Oc- 
tober 1 793* ** , and Hill ringing in my ears. This • 

declaration 

* " In their place has fuccecded a fyftem deftruftire of all 

** pnblickorder,maintainedbyprofcriptions, exiles and confiP. 

cations withoutnumber; byarbitraryimprifonment; bymaC. 
t .facrM which cannot be remembered without horrour; and at 

“ length.. 
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declaration was tranfmitted not only to all our 
commanders by feaand land, but to our minifters 
in every court of Europe. It is the mod eloquent and 
highly linifhed in the ft^'le, the mod judicious in 

the 

" length by the execr»ble murder of a juft and beneficent fove- 
" reign, and of the illullrioas princefs, who, with an unlhaken 
fiminefs, hasfhared all the misfortunes of her royal confort,' 
" his protra£lcd fullerings, his cruel captivity and his ignonii- 
“ nious death.”—" They (the allies) have had to encounter a6l$ 
“ of aggreliion without pretext, open violations of all treaties, 
unprovoked declarations of war; in a word, whatever cor- 
** ruption, intrigue or violence could effect for the purpofe of 
" openly avowed, offubverting all the inftitutionsof lociety, and 
“ of extending over all the nations of liurope that confuiion, 
" which has produced the mifery of France.”— 

“ Thisftateof thingseannotexiftin France without involving 
** all the furrounding powers In one common danger, without 
“ giving them the right, without impofnig it upon them as a 
duty, to Hop the progrefsof an evil, which exifts only by tha 
fuccellive violation of all law and all property; and which aU 
" tacks the fundamental principles by which mankind isunited 
in the bonds of civil fociety.”— “ The king would impofe none 
" other than equitable and moderate conditions, nut fuch asthe 
expence, the rilks and thelacrificcs of the war might juftilyj 
but fuch ashismajefiytliinkshimfelf under the iiidifpenfable 
“ neceffityof requiring, withaviewtotliefe confiderations, and 
" ftill more to that of his own fecurity and of the future tran->- 
" quillityofEurope, Ills majefty defiresnothingmorelincerely 
' than thusto terminate a war, which he In vain endeavoured to 
*' avoid, and all the catamites of vvhicb, as now e.xperienced by 
France, are to be attributed only to the ambition, the perfidy 
« and the violence of thefe, whofe crimtsjiave involved their 
*' own country inmifery, and difgraccd all civilized uatious.”— 

» “ Ti>« 
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the choice of topicks, the molt orderly in the ar* 
rangement, and the moll rich in the colouring, 
without employing the fmallell degree of exag- 
geration, of any Hate paper that has ever yet ap^ 
peared. An ancient writer, Plutarch, I think it is, 
quotes fome vei fes on the eloquence of Pericles, 
who is called “ the only orator lliat left ftings in 
the minds of his hearers.” Like his, the elo- 
quence of the declaration, not contradifting, but 
enforcing fentiments of the truell humanity, has 
left ftings that have penetrated more than lkin-» 
deep into my mind ; and never can they be ex- 
(ra^led by all the furgery of murder ; never can 

' the 

" The king promifes on his part the fufpenfion of hoftilities, 

“ frieudihip, and (as far as the courfe of events will allow, of 
" which the will of man cannot difpofe) fecurity and protec- 
tion to all thofe who, by declaring for a monarchical form of 
" government, Ihalllhakc ofl'the yoke of fanguinary anarchy; 

“ of that anarchy which has broken all the moft facrcd bonds of , 
" fociety, ditiblved all the relations of civil life, violated every 
“ right, confounded every duty; which ufes the nameof liberty 
“ to exercife the inoft cruel tyranny, to annihilate all property, ^ 
" to feize on all pofl'ellions; which founds its power on the pre- 
" tended coufeiit of the people, and itfelf carries fire and fword 
*' through extenfive provinces for having demanded their laws, 
^ their religion, and their lawful foverdgn.” 

Declaration fent by his majefiy’s command to the com- 
manders of his majefty’s fleets and armies employed 
agaiiul France, and to his majefty’s minifiers em- 
ployed at foreign courts. 
in^tkaU, on, 29, r/93. 
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the throbbings they have created, be afluaged by 
all the emollient cataplafms of robbery and con- 
fifcation. I cannot love the republick. 

The third point which they have more clearly 
exprefled than ever, is of equal importance with 
the reft ; and with them furnifties a complete view 
of the regicide fyftem. For they demand as a con- 
dition, without which our ambaflador of obedience 
cannot be received with any hope of fuccefs, that 
he ftiall be “ provided with full powers to nego- 
tiate a peace betw^een the French republick and 
“ Great Britain, and to conclude it dejinitiiely 
**' between the two powers.” With their fpear 
they draw a circle about us. They will hear no- 
thing of a joint treaty. We muft make a peace 
feparately from our allies. We muft, as the very 
firfl; and preliminary ftep, be guilty of that perfidy 
towards our friends and alTociates, with which they 
reproach us in our tranfaftions with them our 
enemies. We are called upon fcandaloufly to 
betray the fundamental fecurities to ourfelves and 
to all nations. In my opinion (it is perhaps but 
■ a poor one) if we are meanly bold enough to fend 
an ambaflador fuch as this official note of the ene- 
my requires, we cannot even difpatch our emiflary 
without danger of being charged with a breach of 
our alliance. Government now underftands the 
full meaning of the paflport. 

K 4 Strange 
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Sfrange revolutions have happened in the ways 
of thinking and in the feelings of men : but, it is • 
a very extraordinary coalition of parties indeed, 
and a kind of unheard-of unanimity in publick 
councils, which can impofe this nevv-difcovered 
lyftem of negotiation, as found national policy on 
theunderftanding of a fpeftator of this wonderful 
fceue, tvho judges on the principles of any thing, 
he ever before faw, read, or heard of, and above all, 
on the underftanding of a perfon who Iws in his 
eye the tranfaiftions of the lali feven years. 

1 know it is fuppofed, that if good terms of. 
capitulation are not granted, after we have thus, 
fo repeatedly hung out the white flag, the national, 
fpirit will revive with tenfold ardour. This is an, 
experiment cautioufly to be made. Reculer pour 
viieux fauter, according to the French by-word, 
cannot be trufted to as a general rule of conduft. 

I'o diet a man into weaknefs and languor, after- 
wards to give him the greater ftrength, has more 
of the empirick than the ratiomd phyflcian. It 
is true that fome perfons have been kicked into 
courage j and this is no bad hint to give to thofe 
who are too forward and liberal in bellowing in- 
fults and outrages on their’ paflive companions. 

But fuch a courfe does not at firft view appear a 
well-chofen difcipline to form men to a nice fenfe 
of honour, or a quick refentment of injuries, A 

long 
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long habit of humiliation does not feem a very 
good preparative to manh-and vigorous fentiment. 
It may not leave, perhaps, enough of energy ia 
the mind fairly to difcern what are good terms or 
what are not. Men low and difpirited may regard 
thofe terms as not at all amlfs, which in another 
Hate of mind they would think intolerable : if, 
they grow pecvifli in this ftateofmind, they may- 
be roufed, not againft the enemy whom they have 
been taught to fear, but againft the miniftry,* 
who are more within their reach, and who have 
refufed conditions that are not unreafoiiable, from 
power that they have been taught to confider as 
irrefiftible. 

If all that for fome months I have heard have 
the lead foundation, I hope it has not, the miuif- ' 
fers are, perhaps, not quite fomuch to be blamed* 
as their condition is to be lamented. I have been 
given to underftand, that thefe proceedings are 
not in their origin pioperly theirs. It is faid that 
there is a fecret in the houfe of commons. Ir is 
faid that miniilers act not according to the votes* 
but according to the difpofitions, of the majority. 

I hear that the minority has longfince fpoken the 
general lenfe of the nation; and that to prevent 
thofe who compofe it from having the open and 
avowed lead in that houfe, or perhaps in both , 
houfes, it was neceffary tcTpre-occupy their ground, 

* Ut k'titargicas lucj cum fit pugil, etmedicum urget. Hon. - 

... 
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and to take their propofitions out of their mouths, 
even with the hazard of being afterwards reproach- 
ed with a compliance which it was forefeen would 
be fruitlefs. 

If the general difpofition of the people be, as I 
hear it is, for an immediate peace with regicide, 
without fo much as confidering our publick and 
folemn engagements to the pairty in France whofe 
caiife we hati efpoufed, or the engagements ex- 
prefled in our general alliances, not only without 
an inquiry into the terms, but with a certain know- 
ledge that none but the worft terms will be offered, 
it is all over with us. It is ftrange, but it may 
be true, that as the danger from jacobinifm is in- 
creafed in my eyes and in yours, the fear of it is 
leffened in the eyes of many people who formerly 
regarded it with horrour. It feems, they a£t under' 
the impreffion of terrours of another fort, which 
have frightened them out of their firll apprehen- 
fions. But let their fears or their hopes, or their 
defires, be what they will, they fhould recoiled, 
that they who would make peace without a pre- 
vious knowledge of the terms, make a furrender. 
They are conquered. They do not treat ; they 
receive the law. Is this the difpofition of the peo- 
ple of England ? Then the people of England are 
contented to feek in the kindnefs of a foreign 
fyftematick enemy, combined with a dangerous 
fadion at home, a fecurity which they cannot find,, 
in their own patriotiftn and their own courage, 
22 They 
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They are willing to truft to the fympathy of re- 
gicides, the guarantee of the Britilh monarchy. 
They are content to reft their religion on the piety 
of atheifts by eftablilhment. They are fatisfied to 
(eek in the clemency of praftifed murderers the 
ie«u r ity of their 1 i ves . They are pleafed to confide 
their property to the fafeguard of thofe who are 
robbers by inclination, intereft, habit, and fyftem. 
If this be our deliberate mind, truly we deferve to 
lofe, what it is impoflible we ihould long retaint 
the name of a nation. 

In matters of ftate, a conftitutional competence 
to act, is in many cafes the fmalleft part of the 
queftion. Without difputing (God forbid I fliould 
difpute) the foie competence of the king and the 
parliament, each in its province, to decide on wap' 
and peace, I venture to fay, n,o war can be long 
carried on againft the will of the people. This 
war, in particular, cannot be carried on unlefs they 
are enthufiaftically in favour of it. Acquiefoence 
will not do. There muft be zeal. Univerfal zeal 
in fuch a caufe, and at fuch a time as this is, can- 
not be looked for j neither is it necelTary. Zeal in 
the larger part carries the force of the whole. 
Without this, no government, certainly not our 
government, is capable of a great war. None of 
the ancient regular governments have wherewithal 
to fight abroad with a foreign foe, and at home to ■ 
overcome repining, reluctance, and chicane. It 

muft. 
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inuft be fome portentous thing, like regicide 
^France, that can exhibit fuch a prodigy. Yet 
even Ihe, the mother of moufters, more prolifick 
than the country of old called Ferax monjtrorumy 
Ihews fymptons of being almoft effete already ; 
and file will be fo, unlefs the fallow of a peace 
comes to recruit her fertility. But whatever may 
be reprefented concerning the meannefs of the po- 
pular fpirit, I, for one, do not think fo defperately 
of the Britifh nation. Our minds, as I faid, are 
light, but they are not depraved. We are dread- 
folly open to delufion and to dejection ; but Ave 
are capable of being animated and undeceived. 

It cannot be concealed. We are a divided peo- 
ple. But in divifions, where a part is to be taken, 
we are to make a multer of our flrength. I have 
oAen endeavoured to compute and to clafs thofe 
who, in any political view, are to be called the 
people. Without doing fbmething of this fort we 
mull proceed abfurdly. We fhould not be much 
wifer, if we pretended to very great accuracy in 
Qur eftimafe : but I think, in the calculation I have 
made, the errour cannot be very material. In 
England and Scotland, I compute that thofe of 
adult age, not declining in life, of tolerable leifure 
for fuch difcuffions, and of fome meaas of infor- 
mation, more, or lefs, and who are above menial 
dependence, (or what virtually is fuch) may amount 
to about four hundred thouland. There is fuch a 

thing 
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th’mg as a natural reprefentative of the people, 
ITiis body is that reprefentative; and on this 
body, more than on the legal conftituent, the arti- 
ficial reprefentative depends. This is the Britidi 
publick ; and it is a pnblick very numerous. The 
reft, when feeble, are the objefts of prote^ion ; 
when ftrong, the means of force. They who affeft 
to confider that part of us in any other light, in- 
fult while they cajole us; they do not want us for 
counfellors in deliberation, but to lift us as foldiers 
for battle. 

\ 

Of thefe four hundred thoufand political citi- 
Jrens, I look upon one fifth, or about eighty thou- 
fand, to be pure jacobins ; utterly incapable of 
amendment; objects of eternal vigilance; and 
when they break out, of legal conftraint. On thefe, 
no reafon, no argument, no example, no venerable 
authority, can have the llighteft influence. They 
defire a change ; and they will have it if they can. 
If they cannot have it by Englifli cabal, they will 
make no fort of fcruple of having it by the cabal 
of France, into which already they are virtually 
incorporated. It is only their allured and confi- 
dent expeftation of the advantages of French fra- 
ternity and the approaching blellings of regicide 
intercourfe, that ikins over their mifehievous dif- 
pofitions with a momentary quiet.^ 

This minority is great and formidable. I do not 
Jknow whether if I aim€4 the tot^il overthrow of 

a Jtingdom, 
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a kingdom, I fhould wifli to be encumbered with a 
larger body of partifans. Tliey are more ealily 
difciplined and dire6led than if the number were 
greater. Thefe, by their fpirit of intrigue, and by 
their reftlefs agitating activity, are of a force far 
fuperiour to their numbers j and if times grew the 
lead critical, have the means of debauching or in- 
timidating many of thofe who are now found, as 
well as of adding to their force large bodies of the 
more palDve part of the nation. This minority is 
numerous enough to make a mighty cry for peace, 
or for war, or for any obje^ they are led vehe- 
mently to defire. By pafling from place to place 
with a velocity incredible, and diveriifying their 
character and defcription, they are capable of mi- 
micking the general voice. We muft not always 
judge of the generality of the opinion by the noife 
of the acclamation. 

The majority, the other four fifths, is perfectly 
found ; and of the beft poflible difpofition to re- 
ligion, to government, to the true and undivided 
intereft of their country. Such men are generally 
difpofed to peace. They who are in poffeflion of 
all they with are languid and improvident. W^ith 
this fault (and I admit its exilicnce in all its ex- 
tent) they would not endure to hear of a peace 
tliat led to the ruin of every thing for which peace- 
is dear to them. However, tlie defire of peace is 
elTentially the weak fide of that kind of men. All 

men 
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men thatnre ruined, are ruined on the fide of their 
natural propenfities. There they are unguarded. 
Above all, good men do not fufpedt that their de- 
llruSion is attempted through their virtues. This 
their enemies are perfectly aware of : and accord- 
ingly, they, the moft turbulent of mankind, who 
never make a fcruple to lhake the tranquillity of 
their country to its center, raife a continual cry for 
peace with France. Peace with regicide, and war 
with the reft of the world, is their motto. From 
the beginning, and even whilft the French gave 
the blows, and we hardly oppofed the vis inertia 
to their efforts, from that day to this hour, like 
importunate Guinea-fowls crying one note day 
and night, they have called for peace. 

In this they are. as I confefs in all things they 
are, perfeftly confiftent. They who with to unite 
themfelves to your enemies, naturally defire, that 
you fhould difarm yourfelf by a peace with thefe 
enemies. But it paffes my conception, how they, 
who wilh well to their country on its ancient fyf- 
tem of laws and manners, come not to be doubly ' 
alarmed, when they find nothing but a clamour 
for peace, in the moutlis of the men on earth the 
lead difpofed to it in their natural or in their ha> 
bitual character. 

I have a good opinion of the general abilities 
of the Jacobins; not that I fuppofe them better 
bom than others j but flrong palfions awaken the 
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faculties. They fuffer not a particle of thcm&n to- 
be loll. The fpirit of enterprife gives to this defcrip-* 
tion the full ufe of all their native energies. If I 
have reafon to conceive that tny enemy, who, as 
fuch, mull have an intereft in my deftrudion, is 
alfo a perfon of difcemment and fagacity, then I 
mud be quite fare, that in a conteft, the ohjed he 
violently purfues, is the very thing by which my 
ruin is likely to be the mod perfedly accompliflied. 
Why do the Jacobins cry for peace ? Becaufe they 
Itnow, that this point gained, the red will follow 
of courfe. On our part, why are all the rules of 
prudence, as fure as the laws of material nature, 
to be at this time reverfetl ? How comes it, that 
now, for the fird time, men think it right to be 
governed by the counfels of their enemies ? Ought 
they not rather to tremble, when they are per- 
fuaded to travel on the fame road ; and to tend 
to the fame place of red ? 

Ihe minority I fpeak of, is not fufceptible of an 
in?ptdbo*t from the topicks of argument to be ufed 
to the larger part of the community. I therefore 
do not addrefs to them any part of what I have 
to fay. The moVe forcibly I drive my argnments 
againd their fydem, fo as to make an impreflion 
where I wilh to make it, the more drongly I rivet 
them in their fentiments.* As for us, who compofe 
the far larger, and what I call the far better part 
of the people ; let me fay, that tve have not "been 
: • quite 
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quite fairly dealt with when called to this delir 
beration. The Jacobin minority have been abun- 
dantly fupplied with ftores and provifions of ail 
kinds towards their warfare. No fort of argumen- 
tative materials, fuited to their purpofes, have been 
withheld. Falfe they aie, unfound, fophiftical; 
but they are regular in their direction. They all 
bear one way : and they all go to the fupport of the 
fubftantial merits oftheircaufe. The others have not 
had the queftion fomuch as fairly dated to them. 

There has not been in this century, any foreign ' 
peace or war, m its origin, the fruit of popular 
defire; except the war that was made with Spain 
in 1739. Sir Robert Walpole was forced into the 
v^ar by the people, who were inflamed to this 
meafure by the mod leading politicians, by the 
fird orators, and the greated poets of the time. ' 
For that war. Pope fung his dying notes. For that ’ 
war, Joimfon, in more energctick draiil*;, emploved ' 
the voice of his early genius. For that war, Glover 
didinguilhed himfelf in the way in which his mufe 
was the mod natural and hafipy. The crorvd rea- . 
dily'followed the politicians in the cry for a war,' 
which threatened little bloodllied, and which pro- » 
mifed victories that were attended with fomething " 
more folid than glory. A war with Spain was a 
war of plunder. In the prefent conflift udth rc«-i- 
' cide, Mr. Pitt has not hitherto had, nor will per-' 
bftps for a few days have, many prizes to hoid qu 
^'OL. VIII, L 
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in the lottery of war, to tempt the lower part of 
our character. He can only maintain it by an 
appeal to tl»e higher; and to thofe, in whom that 
higher part is the moll predominant, he mull look 
the moll for his fupport. Whilft he holds out no 
inducements to the wife, nor bribes to the uvari-. 
cious, he maybe forced by a vulgar cry intoa peace 
ten times more ruinous tlmn the mod difaftrous 
war. The weaker he is in the fund of motives 
which apply to our avarice, to our lazinefs, and to 
our laffitude, if he means to carry the war to any 
end at all, the llronger he ought to be in his ad- 
dreffes to our magnanimity and to our reafon. 

In dating that Walpole was driven by a popular 
clamour into a meafure not. to be judified, 1 do 
not mean wholly to excufe his conduct. My time 
of obfervation did not exadly coincide with that' 
event: but I read much of the controverfies then 
carried on. Several years ader the conteds of par- 
ties had ccafed, the people were amufed, and in a 
degree warmed with them. The events of that 
aera feemed then of magnitude, which the revolu- 
tions of our time have reduced to parochial ina- 
portance ; and the debates, which then fhook thfe 
nation, now appear of no higher moment than a , 
difeufliion in a vedry. When I w'as very young, _ 
a general fafhion told me I was to admire fome of 
the writings againd that minider; a little more 
maturity taught me as much to defpife them. I 

obferved 


Digitized by Google 


RJGICIDE PEACE. I47 

obferved one fault in his general proceeding. He 
never manfully put forvvard the entire ftreiigth of 
his canfe. He temporifed ; he managed ; and 
adopting very nearly the fentiments of his adver- 
faries, he oppofed their inferences. This, for a po- 
litical commander, is the choice of a weak poll. 
His adverfaries had the better of the argument, as 
he handled it, not as the reafon and jufticeof his 
caufe enabled him to manage it. I fay this, after 
having feen, and with fome care examined, the 
original documents concerning certain important 
tranfaCtions of thole times. The}' peifeclly fatis- 
ficd me of the extreme injnfiice of that war, and 
of the f.ilfehood of tlie colours, which to his own 
ruin, and guided by a miltaken policy, he fuf- 
fered to be daubed over that racafure. Some years 
after, it was my fortune to convcrfewith many of 
the principal aclors ugainft that miniller, and with 
thofe, who principally excited that clamour. None 
of them, no not one, did in the leaft defend the 
ipeafure, or att(;nipt to juftifv their coiiduft. They 
condemned it as freely as they would have done in 
commenting upon any proceeding in hillory, in 
which they were totally unconcerned. Thus it 
will he. They who fiir up the people to improper 
delires, whether of peace or war, will be condemn- 
ed by therafelves. They who weakly yield to them 
will be condemned by hiftorv. 

J . • V. •.. / • i 

Ip my opinion, the prefent mimltry are as far 
1. i from 
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from doinj» full juAice to their caufe in this war, as 
Walpole was from doirg juAice to the peace which 
at tliat time he was willing to preferve, 1 hey 
throw the light on one Ade only of their cafe; 
though it is impoAiMe they Aioiikl not ohferve, 
that the other fide which is kept in tlic thade has 
its importance too. Tliey muA know, that France 
i.s formidable, not only as the is Franc^, but as (he 
isJacobin France. Tbev knew from the beeinninor 
that the jacobin party was not confined to that 
country. They knew, they felt, the Arong difpo- 
fjiion of the fame fachon in both countries tocom- 
ninnicat" and to co-operate. For fome time paft, 
thefe two points bate been kept, and even induf. 
frioi'tly kept, out of Aglit. France i.s confidered as 
merely a foreign jiovver; and the feditions Englifh 
only as tv domeAiek facwon. The merits of the 
war with the former have been argued folely on 
political groimds. I'o prevent the mifehievous 
doC’i'ines oi (lie latter, from corrupting our minds, 
matter and argument have been fupplied abun-. 
dantiy, aiid even to furfeit, on tlie eJcccHency of 
our own government. But nothing has been done 
' to make ns (eel in what manner the fafety of that 
ge vermnent is connecled with the principle and 
wit'h the illue of this war. For any thing, which 
in the late difcnffion has appeared, the war is en- 
tirely collateral to the ftate of jacobinifm ; as truly 
a foreign war to us and to all our home concerns, 

as 
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as the war with Spain in 1739, about Garda-CoH aSy 
tlie Madrid Convention, and the fable of Captain 
yetd / 7 i.<!'s cars. 

Whenever the adverfe party has raifed a cry for 
peace with the regicide, the anfwer has been little 
more then this,“ that the adminiftration willied fur 
“ fiich a peace, full as much as theoppofition; but 
“ that the time was not convenient for making it.” 
Wliatevcr elfe has been faid was much in the fame 
fpirit Reafons of this kind nev er touched the 
fubllantial merits of flic war. lliey n’ere. in the 
nature of dilatory pleas-, exceptions of form, pre- 
vious quefiions. Accordingly all the arguments 
agaiiilt a compliancp with what was reprefented as 
the pojmlar defire, (urged^on with all polfible ve- 
hemence and earneftnefs by the jacobins) have ap- 
peared flat and languid, feeble and evafive. They 
appeared to aim only at gaining tinje. I'hey never 
entered into the peculiar and diftindive charader 
of the war. They fpoke neither to the under* 
ftanding nor to the heart. Cold as iee themfelves, ^ 
they nev'er could kindle in our brcafl a fpark of 
that zeal, which is neceiTary to a conrlid with an 
adverfe zeal ; much lefs were tlriv made to irfafe 
into our minds, that stubborn perfevering Ipirit, 
which alone as capable of bearing up againft thofe ’ 
viciflitudes of fortune, which will probably occur, 
and thofe burthens which muft be inevitably borne 
in a long war. I fpeak it emphaticalij, and with a 

!• defire 
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defire that it fhould be marked, io a long^ war ; be- 
caufe, without fuch a war, no experience has yet 
told us, that a dangerous power has ever been re- 
duced to meafure or to rcafon. I do not throw 
back my view to the Peloponnefian war of twenty- 
feven years ; nor to two of the puniek wars, the 
firft of twenty-four, the fecoiid of eighteen ; nor to 
the more recent war concluded by the treaty of 
"Weftphalia, which continued, I think, for thirty. 
I go to what is but juft fallen behind living me- 
mory, and immediately touches our own country. 
Let the portion of our hiftory f;-om the year 1689 
to 1 7 1 3 be brought before us. Vfe thal! find, that 
in all that period of twenty-four years, there were 
hardly five that could be called a fcafon of peace ; 
and the interval between the two wars was in 
reality, nothing more then a very aftive prepara- 
tion for renovated hoftility. During that period, 

' every one of the propofitions of peace came from 
the enemy: The firft, when they were accepted, 
at the peace of Ryfvvick ; the fecond, where they 
were rejefted, at the congrefs at Gerfrndenburgh; 
the laft, when the war ended by the treaty of 
Utrecht. Even then, a very great part of the na- 
tion, and that which containerl, by far the mod in- 
telligent ftatefmen, was againft the conclufion of 
the war. I do not enter into the merits of that 
^jueftion as between the parties. I only ftate the 
€xiftence of that opinion as a fact, from whence 
' ‘ ' you 
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you may draw fuch an inference as you think pro- 
perly arifes from it. 

It is for us at prefent to recolleft what we have 
been ; and to confider what, if we plcafe, we may 
be ftill. At the period of ihofe wars, our principal 
ftrength was found in the refolution of the people j 
and that in the refolution of a part only of the 
then whole, which bore no proportion to our exift- 
ing magnitude. England and Scotland were tlot 
united at the beginning of that mighty ftruggle. 
AA'hen, in the courfe of the conteft, they were con- 
joined, it was in a raw, an ill-cemented, an un- 
produftive union. For the whole duration of the 
war, dnd long after, the names, and other outward 
and vifible figns of approximation, rather augment- 
ed than diminiflied our infular feuds. Tliey were 
rather the caufes of new difcontents and new 
troubles, than promoters of cordiality and affe^ion, 
The now fingle and potent Great Britain was then|j 
not only two countrie.s, but, from the party heats 
in both, and the divifions formed in each of them, 
each of the old kingdoms within itfelf, in effedt, 
was made up of two hoftile nations. Ireland, now 
fo large a fource of tlie common opulence and 
power, and which wifely managed might be made 
much more beneficial and much more effe;''ive, 
was then the heaviell of the burthens. An army 
'not much lefs than forty thoufand men, was 
drawn from the general effort, to keep that 
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kingdom in a poor, unfruitful, and rcfourceloCl 

ful je 6 lion. 

Such was the date of the empire. The flate 
of our finances was vvorfe, if potlihle. Every 
branch of the revenue became lefs productive after 
the revolution. Silver, not as now a fort of coun- 
ter, but the body of the current coin, was reduced 
fo lovv, as not to have above three parts in four of 
the value in the diilling. In the greater part the 
value hardly amounted to a fourth. It required a 
dead expence of three millions ftcrling to renew the 
coinage. Publick credit, that great but ambiguous 
' principle, which has fo often been predicted as the 
caufe of our certain ruin, but which for a century 
has been the conftant companion, and often the- 
means, of our profperity and greatnefs, had its ori- 
gii), and was cradled, I may fay, in bankruptcy 
and beggary. At this day we have feen parties 
contending to be admitted, at a moderate premium, 
to advance eiglileen millions to the Exchequer. 
For infinitely fmaller loans, the chancellor of the 
exchequer of that day, Montagu, the father of 
publick credit, counter-focuring the date by the 
appearance of the city with the Lord Mayor of 
I.ondon at his fide, wuis obliged, like a folicitorfor 
an hofpital, to go cap in hand from Ihup to fhop, to 
boriow an hundred pound and even fmaller fums. 

' > I - ' 

"Wlicn made up in drildets astliey coqld, their beft 
fecurities were at an intereft of 1 2 per cent. Even 

the 

.. .. 1 . r ! 

t ' 


Digitized by GoogI 



R E G I C.I O E PEACE. 


Hi 

the paper of the Bank (now at par with cafli, mid 
generally preferred to it) was often at a difcount 
of twenty per cent. By this the fiate of the reft 
may be judge<l. 

As to our commerce, the imports and exports of 
the nation,* now fix and forty million, did not then 
amount to ten. The inland trade, wliieh is com- 
monly paffed by in this fort of eltimates, but which, 
in part growing out of the foreign, and connerted 
with it, is more advantageous, aud more fubftan- 
tially nutritive to the date, is not only grown in a 
proportion of near five to one as the foreign, but 
has been augmented, at leafi, in a,tenfo!d propor- 
tion. When I came to England, I remember but 
one river navigation, the rate of carriage on which 
was limited by an acl of parliament. It was made 
in the reign of William the Third ; I mean that of 
the Aire and Calder. The rate was fettled at 
thirteen pence. So high a price demonftrated the 
feeblenefs of thefe beginnings of our inland inter- 
courfe. In my time, one of the longeft.and fliarpeft 
contefts I remember in your houfe, and which ra- 
ther refembled a violent contention amongft na- 
tional parties than a local difpute, was, as well as I 
can recollect, to hold the price up to three pence. 
Even this, which a very fcanty juftice to the pro- 
prietors required, was done with infinite difficulty* 
As to private credit, there were not, as I believe, 
twelve bankers (hops at that time out of London. ' 

■ In 
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In this their number, when I firil faw the country, 
I cannot be qnite exa6t; but certainly thole ma- 
chines of domeftick credit were then very few. 
They are now in almoft every market town ; and 
this circumllance (whether tlie thing be carried to 
ftn excefs or not) demouftrates the aftonilhing in- 
creafe of private confulence, of general circula- 
tion, and of internal commerce; an increafe out 
of all proportion to the growth of the foreign trade. 
Our naval ftrength in the time of King William’s 
war was nearly matched by that of France ; and 
though conjoined with Holland, then a maritime 
power hardly inferiour to our own, even with that 
force we were not always victorious. Though 
finally fuperioiir, the allied fleets experienced many 
unpleafant reverfes on their own element. In twa 
years three thoufand veflels were taken from the 
Englilh trade. On the continent we loft almoft 
every battle we fought. 

In 1697, (it is not quite an hundred years ago,) 
in that ftate of things, amidft the general debafe- 
ment of the coin, the fall of the ordinary re- 
venue, the failure of all the extraordinary fupplies, 
the ruin of commerce and the almoft total extinc- 
tion of an infant credit, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer himfelf whom we have juft feen begging 
from door to door — came forward to move a refo- 
lution, full of vigour, in w hich far from being dif- 
eouraged by the generally adverfe fortune, and the 

long- 
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long continuance of the war, the commons agreed 
to addrefs the crown in the following manly, fpi- 
rited, and truly animating ftyle. 

“ This is the EIGHTH year in which yourma- 
“ jelly’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjecls the com- 
“ monsin parliament alfembled, have affifted yonr 
“ majefty with large fnpplies for carrying on a juft 
“ and nccclTary war, in defence of our religion, and 
“ prefervation of our laws, and vindication of the 
“ rights and liberties of the people of England.” 
Afterwards they proceed in this manner:— 
“ To Hiew to your majefty and all chrillendom, 
“ that the commons of England ivill not be amufed 
“ or diverted from their firm refoliitions of obtain- 
“ ing by w A K, a fafe and honourable peace, we do, 
in tlie name of thofe we reprefent, renew our 
“ aflurances to fupport your majefty and your go- 
vernment againft all your enemies at home and 
“ abroad ; and that w'e will effe^luaJly allift you in 
“ carrying on the war againft France.” 

The amufement and diveifion they fpeak of^ was 
the fuggeftion of a treaty propofed by the enemy ^ and 
announced from the throne. Thus the people of 
England felt in the eighth, not in the fourth year of 
the war. No fighing or panting after negotiation j 
no motions from the oppofition to force the mi- 
niftry into a peace; no meflUges from minifters to 
paJfy and deaden the refolution of parliament or 
the fpirit of the nation. They did not fo much 
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fis advife the king to liften to the propofitions of 
the enemy, nor to feek for peace but tin ough the 
mediation of a vigorous war. This addrefs was 
moved in a hot, a divided, a factious, and in a 
g^ea^ part, difaifeCted lioufe of commons, and it 
was carried ncmine contradicente. 

AMiile that firfi war (which was ill fmotheredby 
the treaty of llyfwiek) flept in the thin aflies of a 
feeming peace, a new conflagration was in its im- 
mediate c:mfes. A frelh and a far greater war was 
in preparation. A year had hardly elapfed when 
arrangenienfs were made for renewing the conteft 
with tenfold fury. The Heps which were taken, 
at that time, to compofc, to reconcile, to unite, 
a»d to difcipline all Europe againflthe growth of 
France, certainly furnifli to a Itatefman the finefl 
and mod interefting part in the hiflory of that 
great period. It formed the mafter-piece of king 
William’s policy, dexterity, and perfeverance. Full 
of the idea of preferving, not only a local civil li-' 
berty united with order, to our country, but to 
embody it in tlie political liberty, the order, and 
the independence of nations united under a natural 
head, tlie king called upon liis parliament to put 
ittelf into a ]jofliire “ to preferve to England the 
“ Tcrigh! and injhtence it at prefenthad on the councils 
“ and aJT/iirs .vb r oa d. It will be requifite Europe 
iboiild ice you will not be wanting to your- 
“ felvcs.” 


Baffled ^ 
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Baffled as that monarch was, and almoft h'^art- 
broken at the difappointment he mot with in the 
mode he firft propofcd for that great end, he liehl 
on hiscourfe. He vras taithful to his obje 61 ; an4 
in councils, as in arms, over and over again re- 
pulfcd, over and over again he returned to tlie 
charge. All the mortifications he had fufTercd 
from the laft parliament, and the greater he had 
to apprehend from that newly chofen, were not 
jcapable of relaxing the vigour of his mind. He 
was in Holland when he combined the vail plan of 
his foreign negotiations. When he came to opbn 
defign to his miniftersin England, even the fo- 
ber firmnofs of Somers, the undaunted refolutioii 
ofShrewlbury, and the adventurous I'pirit of Mon- 
tagu and Orford, wereflaggeretl. Tliey were not 
yet mounted to the elevation of the king. The 
cabinet, then the regency, met on the fubjefel at 
Tunbridge Wells the 28th of Augull, 1698; and 
there. Lord Somers holding the pen, after expref- 
fing doubts on the ftate of the continent,' which 
they ultimately refer to the king, as belt informed, 
they give him a moll difoouraging portrait of the 
fpirit of this nation, So far as relates to F.;ig- 
“ land,” fay thefe minifters, “ it would be want of ' 
“ duty not to give your majelty this clear account, ' 
“ that there is a deadnefs and want offpifit in the na^ . 
“ tion univer/allxf, fo as not to be at all difpofed to • 
entering into a new war. That they feem to be tired ? 

“ out 
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“ out with taxes to a degree beyond what was dlf- 
“ cerned, till it appeared upon occafion of the late 
“ ele^ions. This is the truth of the faft upon 
“ which your majefty will determine whatrefolu- 
“ tion ought to be taken.” 

' His roajefty did determine; and did take and 
purfue his refolution. In all the tottering imbeci- 
lity of a new government, and with parliament to- 
tally unmanageable, he perlevered, Heperfevere^ 
to expel the fears of his people, ’by his fortitude — 
To Heady their ficklenefs, by his conftancy— To 
expand their narrow prudence, by his enlarged wif- 
dom — To fink their faftious temper in his publick 
fpirit. — In fpite of his people he refolved to make 
them great and glorioirs ; to make England in- 
clined to flirink into her narrow felf, the arbitrcfs 
of Europe, the tutelary angel of the human race. 
In fpite of the minifters, who ftaggered under the ’ 
weight that his mind impofed’upon theirs, unfup- 
ported as they felt themfelve's by the popular fpirit, 
heinfufed into them his own foul; he renewed in 
them their ancient heart; he rallied them in the 
fame caufe. 

It required fome time to accomplifli this work. 
The -people were firft gained, and through them 
their diftratted reprefentatives. Under the influ- 
ence of king William, Holland had reje6led the al- 
lurements of every fedu6lion, and had refilled the 
terrours of every menace. With Hannibal at her 
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gates, flie had nobly and magnaniinoufly refufed 
all feparate treaty, or any thing which might for a 
moment appear to divide her affection or her in- 
tereft, or even to diftinguiili her in identity from 
England. Having fettled the great point of the 
confolidation (which he hoped would be eternal) 
of the countries made for a common intercff, and 
common fentintent, the king, in his raeffage to 
both boufes, calls their attention to the affairs of 
the States General. The houfe of lords was per- 
fectly found, and entirely imprefl'ed wi);h the wif- 
dom and dignity of the king’s proceedings. la 
anfwer to the meffage, which you will obferve was 
narrowed to a Cngle point (the danger of the States 
General) after the ufual profelfions of zeal for his 
fervice, the lords opened themfelves at large. They ' 
go far beyond the demands of the melTage. They 
exprefs themfelves as follows : “ We take this oc- 
“ cafion further to aflure yonr majefty, that we are 
" fenfibleof thegm// ayid imminent danger to tohich' 
“ the States General are expofed. And we peife&l^ 

“ agree with them in believing that their fafety and 
ours are fo infeparably united^ that whatfoever is 
“ ruin to the one mujl be fatal to the other. 

“ We humbly defire your majefty will be pleafed, . 
**• not only to make good all the articles of any 
treaties to the States General, but that you 
“■ will enter into a ftriCl league, offenfive and defen- • 
with thero,yer their common prefervationi 
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" and that you will invite into if all princex and Jlales 
** xoho are concerned in the prefent vijible danger , 
**• arijing from the union of France and Spain. 

; “ And we further defire your mnjefty, that you 
“ will be pleafed to enter into Inch alliances with 
“ the empterour, as your ma jefty diall think fit, pur- 
“ fuant to the ends of the treaty of 1689 ; towards 
“ all which we allure your majelly of our hearty 
and fiucere alTifiance ; not doubting, but when- 
“ ever your majelly lhall be obliged to be engaged 
“-for the defence of your allies, and fecuring the ^ 
liberty and quiet of Europe, Almighty God vviU. 
“ protect your facred perfon in fo righteous a caufe. 

“ And that the nnauiuiity, wealth, and courage of 
your fubjefts will carry your majelly with ho- ’ 
“ nour and fuccefs through all the difficulties of a 

JL’ST WAR.” 

- The houfe of commons was more referved; the 
late popular difpofition was Hill in a great degree ' 
prevalent in the reprefentative, after it had been ' 
made to change in the confiituent body. The ‘ 
principle of the grand alliance was not directly re- ' 
ct^nifed in the refolution of the commons, nor tho. 
war announced, though they were well aware tltq ' 
alliance was formed for the war. However, com- 
pelled by the returning fenfe of the people, they 
went fo far as to fix the three great immoveable 
pillars of the fafety and greatnefs of England, as’’ 
they were then, as they are now, and sis they muft 
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ever be to the end of time. They afferted in ge- 
neral terms the neceffity of fupporting Holland ; 
-of keeping united with our allies ; and maintaining 
the liberty of Europe ; though they reftridled their 
vote to the fuccours llipulated by a6lual treaty. 
But now they were fairly embarked ; they were 
obliged to go with the courfe of the velfel ; and the 
whole nation, fplit before into an hundred adverfe 
faftions, with a king at its head evidently declin- 
ing to his 'tomb, the whole nation, lords, com- 
mons, and people, proceeded as one body, inform- 
ed by one foul. Under the Britith union, the 
union of Europe was confolidated ;■ and it long 
held together with a degree of cohefion, firmnefs, 
and fidelity not known before or fmce in any po- 
litical combination of that extent. I 

Juft as the lad hand was given to this immenfo 
and complicated machine, the mafter workman 
died but the work was formed on true mechani- 
cal principles : and it was as truly wrought. It went 
'by the impulfe it had received from the firft mover. 
The man wasdead : but the grand alliance furvived 
in which king William lived and reigned. That 
heartlefs and difpirited people, whom lord Somers 
nad reprefented, about two years before, as dead 
in energy and operation, continued that war to 
which it was fuppofed they were unequal in mind, 
and in means, for near thirteen yeats. 

For what have I entered into all this detail ? To 
Vot. VIII. M what 
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what purpofe have I recalled your view to the end 
of the laft century ? It has been done to Ihew 
that the Britifli nation was then a great people — 
to point out how and by what means they came to 
be exalted above the vulgar level, and to take that 
lead which they affuraed among mankind. To 
qualify us for that pre-eminence, we had then an 
high mind, and a conftancy unconquerable j we 
were then infpired with no flafliy pafljons; but fuch 
as were durable as well as warm ; fuch as corre- 
fponded to the great interefts we had at ftake. This 
force of charaQer was infpired, as all fuch fpirit 
xnull ever be, from above. Government gave the 
impnlfe. As well may we fancy, that, of itfelf the 
fea will fwell, and that without winds the billows 
will infult the adverfe iliore, as that the grofs 
mafs of the people will be moved, and elevated, 
and continue by a Heady and permanent direftion 
to bear upon one point, without the influence of 
fuperiour authority, or fuperiour mind. 

This impulfe ought, in my opinion, to have been 
given in this war; and it ought to have been con- 
tinued to it at every inllant. It is made, if ever war 
was made, to touch all the great fprings of a^ion 
in the human breaft. It ought not to have been a 
war of apology. The minifter had, in this confli^, 
wherewithal to glory in fuccefs ; to be confoled in 
adverfity ; to hold high his principle in all fortunes. 
If it were not given hiqa to fupport the falling 
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•difice, he ought to bury himfelf under the ruins 
of the civilized world. All the art of Greece, and 
all the pride and power of eaftern monarchs, never 
heaped upon their alhes fo grand a monument. 

There were days when his great mind was up to 
the crifis of the world he is called to aft in.* His 
manly eloquence was equal to the elevated wifdom 
of fueh fenthnents. But the little have triumphed 
over the great ; an unnatural (as it fliould feem) not 
an unufual viftory. I am fare you cannbt forget 
with how muchuneafinefs we heard in converfation, 
the language of more than one gentleman at the 
opening of this conteft, “ that he was willing to 
“ try the war for a year or two, and if it did not 
“ fucceed, then to vote for peace.” As if war was 
a matter of experiment ! As if you could take it 
up or lay it down as an idle frolick! As if the dire 
goddefs that prefides over it, with her murderous 
fpear in her hand, and her gorgon at her breaft, 
was a coquette to be flirted with ! We ought 
with reverence to approach that tremendous di- 
vinity, that loves courage, but commands counfel. 
War never leaves, where it found a nation. It is 
never to be entered into without a mature delibe- 
ration ; not a deliberation lengthened out into a 
perplexing indecifion, but a deliberation leading to 
a fure and fixed judgment. When fo taken up, 
it is not to be abandoned without reafon as valid, 
* See the Declaration, 
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Rs fully, andasextenfively coufidered. Peace may 
be made as nnadvifedl y as war. Nothing is fo rafh 
as fear ; and the counfels of pufillanimity very 
rarely put off, whilft they are always fure to ag- 
gravate, the fevds from which they would fly. ' 

In that great war carried On againft Louis the 
XlV'fh, for near eighteen years, government fpared 
no pains to fatisfy the nation, that though they 
were to he animated by a defire of glory, glory 
was not their ultimate object; but that every thing 
dear to them, in religion, in law, in liberty, every 
thing which as freemen, as Engliflimen, and as citi- 
zens of the great commonwealth of Chriftendom, 
they had at heart, was then at flake. This was to 
know the true art of gaining the affeftions and 
confidence of an high-minded people; this was 
to underfland human nature. A danger to avert 
a danger^ — a prefent inconvenience and fuffering 
to prevent a forefeen future, and a worfe calamity 
— thefe are the motives that belong to an animal, 
who, in his conllitution, is at once adventurous 
and provident ; circumfpecl and daring; whom his 
Creator has made, as the poet fays, of large dif- 
“ courfe, looking before and after.” But never 
can a vehement and fuftained fpirit of fortitude 
be kindled in a people by a war of calculation. It 
bas nothing that can keep the mind erefit under 
the gulls of adverfity. Even where men are wil- 
ling, as fometinjes they are, to barter their blood 
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far lucre, to hazard their fafety for the gratifica- 
tion of their avarice, the patfion, which animates 
them to that fort of conflift, like all the fliort- 
lighted paflions, muft fee its objefls ditlint?l and 
near at hand. The palfions of the lower order are 
Jlungry and impatient. Speculative plunder ; con* 
tingent fpoil; future, long adjourned, uncertain 
booty ; pillage which muft enrich a late pofterity, 
and which pofTihly may not reach to pollerity at 
all ; thefe, for any length of time, w ill never fuj>- 
Jiort a mercenary war. The people are in the 
right. The calculation of profit in all fuch wars 
is falfe. On balancing the account of fuch wars, 
ten thoufand hogflieads of fugar are purchafed at 
ten thoufand times their price. The blood of man 
fliould never be thed but to redeem the blood of 
man. It is well died for our family, for our 
friends, for our God, for our country, for our 
kind. The reft is vanit}^ ; the reft is crime. 

In the war of the grand alliance, moft of thefa 
confiderations voluntarily and naturally had their 
part. Some were prefled into the fervice. The 
political intereft eafily went in the track of the 
natural fentiment. In the reverfe courfe the car- 
riage does not follow freely. I am fure the natural 
feeling, as I have juft faid, is a far more predomb 
nant ingredient in this war, than in that of any 
other that ever was waged by this kingdom. 

If the war made to prevent the union of two 
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crowns upon one head was a juft war, this, which 
is made to prevent the tearing all crowns from all 
heads which ought to wear them, and with the 
crowns to fmite ofT the facred heads themfelvCs, 
this is a juft war. 

If a war to prevent Louis the XIVth from im- 
pofing his religion was juft, a war to prevent the 
murderers of Louis the XVIth from impofing their 
irreligion upon us is juft ; a war to prevent the 
operation of a fyftem, which makes life without 
dignity, and death without hope, is a juft war. 

If to preferve political independence and civil 
freedom to nations, was a juft ground of war; a 
war to preferve national independence, property, 
liberty, life, and honour, from certain, univerfal 
havock, is a war juft, neceffary, manly, pious; and 
we are bound to perfevere in it by every principle, 
divine and human, as long as the fyftem which 
menaces them all, and all equally, has an exiftence 
in the world. 

You, who have looked at this matter with as fair 
and impartial an eye as can be united with a feel> 
ing heart, you will not think it an hardy aflertion, 
when I affirm, that it were far better to be con- 
quered by any other nation, than to have this fac- 
tion for a neighbour. Before 1 felt myfelf autho- 
rized to fay this, I confidered the ftate of ail the 
countries in Europe for thefe laft three hundred 
years, which have been obliged to fubmit to a 
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foreign law. In moft of thofe 1 found the condi- 
tion of the annexed countries even better, certainly 
not worfe, than the lot of thofe which were the 
patrimony of the conqueror. They wanted fome 
blelTings — but they were free from many very great 
evils. They were rich and tranquil. Such was 
Artois, Flanders, Lorrain, Alfatia, under the old 
government of France. Such was Silefia under 
the king of Pruflia. They who are to live in the 
vicinity of this new fabrick, are to prepare to live 
in perpetual confpiracies andfeditions; and to end 
at laft, in being conquered, if not to her dominion, 
to her refemblance. But when we talk of conqueft 
by otlier nations, it is only to put a cafe. This is 
the only power in Europe by which it is poJ)ible we 
ihould be conquered. To live under the continual 
dread of fuch immeafurable evils is itfelf a grievous 
calamity. To live without the dread of them is to 
turn the danger into the difafter. The influence of 
fuch a France is equal to a war^ its example, more 
wafting than an hoftile irruption. The hoftility 
with any other power is feparable and accidental j 
this power, by the very condition of its exiftence, 
by its very elTential conftitution, is in a ftate of 
hoftility with us, and with all civilifed people*. 

A government of the nature of that fet up at 
our very door has never been hitherto feen, or even 
im agined, in Europe. What our relation to it will 
* See Declaratioo, Whitehall, QAober 29, 1703. 
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be cannot be judged by other relations. It is a 
ferious thing to have a connexion with a people, 
who live only under pofitive, arbitrary, and change- 
able inftitutionsj and thofenot perfected nor fup- 
plied, nor explained, by any common acknowledged 
rule of moral fcience. I remember that in one of 
my laft converfations with the late lord Camden, 
we were ftruckmuch in the fame manner with the 
abolition in France of the law, as a fcience of me- 
thodifed and artificial equity. France, fmce her 
revolution, is under the fway of a fe6t, whofe lead- 
ers have deliberately, at one ftroke, demolilhed the 
whole body of that jurifprudence which France had 
pretty nearly in common with other civilifed coun- 
tries. In that jurifprudence were contained the 
elements and principles of the law of nations, the 
gl*eat ligament of mankind. With the law they 
have of courfe deftroyed all feminaries in which 
jurifprudence was taught, as well as all the corpo- 
rations efiablillied for its confervation. I have not 
heard of any country, whether in Europe or Afia, 
or even in Africa on this fide of mount Atlas, which 
■ is wholly without fome fuch colleges' and fuch 
corporations, exceptFrance. Noman,in apublick 
or private concern, can divine by whart ruleorpriur 
ciple her judgments are to be direfcted ; nor is tliere 
to be found a profeffor in any univeility, or a prac- 
titioner in any court, who will hazard an opinion of. 
what is or is not law in France, in any cafe 

whatever. 


Digilizea by Googl 



REGICIDE PEACE l£q 

whatever. They have not only annulled all their 
old treaties ; but they have renounced the law of 
nations from whence treaties have their force. With 
a; fixed defign they have outlawed tliemfelves, auid 
to their .power outlawed all other nations. 

Inilead of the religion and the law by which 
they were in a great politick communion with the 
chrifiian world, they have conftrufted their rcpub- 
lick on three bafes, all fundamentally oppofite to 
thofe on which the communities of Europe are 
built. Its foundation is laid in regicide ^ in jaco- 
binifm; and in atheifm ; and it has joined to thofe 
principles, a body of fyftematick manners which 
fecures their operation. 

If L am afised, how I would be underftood in the 
ufe of. thefe terms, regicide, jacobinifin, atheifm, 
and a fylleni of correfponding manners, and their 
eftablifhment, Twill tell you. 

I call a commonwealth regicide, which lays it 
down as a fixed law of nature, and a fundamen* 
tai right of man, that all government, not being, 
a democracy, is an ufurpation*. That all kings, 

’* Nothing could be more folemn than their promulgation of> 
this principle as a preamble to the deftrucUve code of their fa- 
mous articles for the decompofition of fociety, into whatever 
country they Oiould enter. “ La convention nationale, apre* 
avoir entendu le rapport de fes comiti-s de finances, de la 
guerre & diplomatiques T^an\s,{ide\[eau principedefouveruintte 
de peuples qui ne ltd permet pus de reconitoUre auciine infiitution qtii 
y‘porU alteinte,” Sfc. S(c, Decret fur le rapport de Cainbon. 
Dec, IS, 1792, and fee the fubfequeot proclamation. 
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as fuch, are ufui pcrs ; and for being kings, may 
and ought to be put to death, with their wives, fa- 
milies and adherents. The commonwealth which 
afts uniformly upon thofe principles; and which 
after abolidiing every feftival of religion, choofes 
the moll flagrant a6l of a murderous regicide trea- 
fon for a feall of eternal commemoration, and 
which forces all her people to obferve it — This I 
call regicide by ejiablijkment. 

Jacobinifm is the revolt of the enterprifing ta- 
lents of a country againll its property. When 
private men form themfelves into aifociations for 
the purpofe of deftroying the pre-exifting laws and 
inllitutions of their country ; when they fecure to 
themfelves an army by dividing among^ the 
people of no property, the eftates of the ancient and 
lawful proprietors; when a ftate recognifes thofe 
ads; when it does not make confifeations for 
crimes, but makes crimes for conflfcations; when 
it has its principal ftrength, and all its refources in 
fuch a violation of property ; when it Hands chiefly 
upon fuch a violation; maflacring by judgments, 
or otherwife, thofe who make any ftruggle for 
their old legal government, and their legal, heredi- 
tary, or acquired poffelTions — I call ibA& jacobinifm 
by ejlablijhment. 

I calhit atheifm by eftablijkment, when any Hate, 
as fuch, lhall not acknowledge the exiftence of God 
as a moral governour of the world; when it fliall 
olfer to him no religious or moral worfliip; — when 

it' 


Digitized by Google 



REGJCIDK TXAC6. IJl 

it fhaJl abolifh the Chriftian religion by a regular 
decree ; — when it fhall perfecnte with a cold, un- 
releflting, fteady cruelty, by every mode of coqfif- 
cation, imprifonment, exile, and death, all its mi- 
nifters ; — when it ihall generally Ihut up, or pull 
down, churches ; when the few buildings which 
remain of this kind fhall be opened only for the 
purpofe of making a profane apotheofis of mon- 
flers, whofe vices and crimes have no parallel 
amongft men, and whom all other men confider as 
objefts of general deteflation, and the fevered ani- 
madverfion of law. When, in the place of that 
religion of focial benevolence, and of individual 
felf-denial, in mockery of all religion, they inlli- 
tute impious, blafphemous, indecent theatrick rites, 
in honour of their vitiated, perverted reafon, and 
erect altars to the perfonification of their own cor- 
rupted and bloody republick ; — when fchools and 
feminaries are founded at publick expence to poi- 
fon mankind, from generation to generation, with 
the horrible maxims of this impiety ; — when wea- 
ried out with inceflant martyrdom, and the cries 
of a people hungering and thirding for religion, 
they permit it, only as a tolerated evil — I call this 
atheifm by efiablijhment. 

When to thefe eftablifhmcnts of regicide, ofjaco- 
binifin, and of atheifm, you add the correfpondent 
Jyjiem of manners, no doubt dan be left on the mind 
of a thiiiking man, concerning their determined 
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hoftility to the human race. Manners are of 
more importance than laws. Upon them, in a 
great meafure, the laws depend. The law touches 
ns but here and there, and now and then. Man- 
ners are w'hat vex or footh, corrupt or purify, ex- 
alt or debafe, barbarize or refine us, by a conftant, 
Ileady, uniform, infenfible operation, like that of 
the air we breathe in. They give their whole form 
jmd colour to oUr lives. According to their qua- 
lity, they aid morals, they fupply them, or they 
totally deftroy them. Of this the new French legif- 
lators were aware ; therefore, wath the fame me- 
thod, and under the fame authority, they fettled a 
fyflem of manners, the moft licentious, proftitute, 
and abandoned that ever has been known, and at 
the fame time the mofl coarfe, rude, favage, and 
ferocious. Nothing in the revolution, no, not to 
a phrafe or a gefture, not to the falhion of a hat or 
a ftioe, was left to accident. All has been the re- 
fult of defign ; all has been matter of inftitution. 
No mechanical means could be devifed in favour 
of this incredible fyflem of wickednefs and vice, 
that has not been employed. The noblefl paf- 
fioAs, the love of glory, - the love of country, have 
been debauched into means of its prefervation and 
its propagation. All forts of fliews and exhibitions, 
calculated to inflame and vitiate the imagination, 
and pervert the moral fenfe, have been contrived. 
They liave fometimes brought forth five or fix 
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hundred drunken women, calling at the bar of the 
aflembly for the blood of their own children, as 
being royalifts or conftitutionalifts, Somertmos 
they have got a body of wretches, calling thcm- 
felves fathers,, to demand the murder of their fons; 
beading that Rome had but one Brutus, but that 
they could fhew five hundred. There were in- 
ftances, in which they inverted, and retaliated the 
impiety, and produced fons, who called for the 
execution of their parents. The foundation of 
their republick is laid in moral paradoxes. Their 
patrioifni is always prodigy. All thofe indances 
to be found in hidory, whether real or fabulous, of 
a doubtful publick fpirit, at which morality is per- 
plexed, reafon is daggered, and from which af- 
frighted nature recoils, are their chofen, and almod 
foie examples for the indru6tion of their youth. 

The whole drift of their iiiditution is contrary 
to that of the wife legiftatorsof all countries, who 
aimed at improving indindts into morals, and at 
grafting the virtues on the dock of the natural 
affections, i They, on tite contrary, have omitted 
^xo paiiis to eradicate every benevolent and noble 
propenfity in the mind of men. In their culture 
it is a rule always to graft virtues. on vices. They 
think every' thing unworthy of the name of pub- 
lick virtue, unlefs it indicates violence on the pri- 
vate.. All their new inditutions, (and with them 
(syery tUin^ is peyv) drike at the root of our Ibcial 
, . nature. 
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nature. Other legillators, knowing that marriage 
is the origin of all relations, and confequently the 
firll element of all duties, have endeavoured, by 
every art, to make it facred. The Chrillian reli- 
gion, by confining it to the pairs, and by render- 
ing that relation indiffoluble, has, by thefe two 
things, done more towards the peace, happinefs, 
fettlement, and civilifation of the world, than by 
any other part in this whole fcheme of Divine Wif- 
dom. 1 he direct contrary courfe has been taken 
in the fynagogue of antichrift, I mean in that forge 
and manufactory of all evil, the feft which predo- 
minated in the conftituent affembly of 1789. 
Thofe monfters employed the fame, or greater in- 
dullry, to defecrate and degrade that ftafe, which 
other legiflators have ufed to render it holy and 
honourable. By a ftrange, uncalled-for declara- 
tion, they pronounced, that marriage was no better 
than a common, civil contra6l. It w^as one of 
their ordinary tricks, to put their fentiments into 
the mouths of certain perfonated characters, which 
they theatrically exhibited at the bar of what 
ought to be a ferious affembly. One of thefe was 
brought out in the figure of a proftitute, whom 
they called by the affeCted name of “ a mother 
without being a wife.” This creature they made 
to call for a repeal of the incapacities, which in 
civilifed ftates are put upon baflards. The profti- 
tutes of the alfembly gave to this their puppet the 
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fan6tion of their greater impudence. In confe- 
quence of the principles laid down, and the man- 
ners authorized, ballards were not long after put 
on the footing of the iflue of lawful unions. Pro- 
ceeding in the fpirit of the firll authors of their 
conilitution, fucceeding affemblies went the full 
length of the principle, and gave a licence to di- 
vorce at the mere pleafure of either party, and at 
a month’s notice. With them the matrimonial 
connection is brought into fo degraded a (late of 
concubinage, that I believe, none of the wretches 
in London, who keep warehoufes of infamy, 
would give out one of their victims to private cuf- 
tody on fo ihort and infolent a tenure. There 
was indeed a kind of profligate equity in given to 
women the fame licentious power. The reafon 
they afligned was as infamous as the a6tj declar- 
ing that women had been too long under the ty- 
ranny of parents and of hulbands. It is not ne- 
ceffary to obferve upon the horrible confequences 
of taking one half of the fpecies wholly out of the 
guardinnfliip and protedlion of the other. 

The praftice of divorce, though in fome coun- 
tries permitted, has been difcouraged in all. In the 
Eaft, polygamy and divorce are in difcredit; and 
the noanners correft the laws. In Rome, whilft 
Rome was in its integrity, the few caufes allowed 
for divorce amounted in effect to a prohibition. 
They were only three. The arbitrary was totaUy 
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excluded ; and accordingly fome hundreds of years 
pafled, without a fingle example of that kind. 
When manners were corrupted, the laws were re- 
laxed; as the latter always follow the former, 
when they are not able to regulate them, or to 
vanquijli them. Of this circumftance the legifla* 
tors of vice and crime were pleafed to take notice^ 
as an inducement to adopt their regulation;' hold- 
ing out an hope, that the permiffion would as rarely' 
be made ufe of. 1 hey knew the contrary td be 
true; and they had taken good care, -that the laws 
fliould be well fcconded by the nfanhers. Their 
law of divorce, like all their laws, had not for its 
objedl the relief of domeftick unealiuefs, but the 
total corruption of all morals, the total difeon- 
iiexion of focial life. . ' ' 

It is a matter of curiofity to Obferve the opera* 
tion of this encouragement to diforder. I have 
before me tbe Paris paper, oorrefpondent to thb 
tifual regifter of births, marriages, and death;^. 
Divorce, happily, is no regular head of Tegiftrj 
amongft civilifed nations. V\ ith the jacobins it is 
remarkable, that divorce is not only a regular 
head, but it has the poft of honour. It occupies 
the firft place in the lift. In the three firft months 
of the year 1793, the number of divorces in that 
city amounted to 562. The marriages were 1785; 
fo that the proportion of divorces to marriages 
was not much lefe tliaa ene to three ; a thing 
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unexampled, I believe, among mankind. I caufed 
an inquiry to be made at Doctor’s Commons, con- 
cerning the number of divorces; and found, that 
all the divorces, (which, except by fpe'cial acl of par- 
liament, are feparations, and not proper divorces) 
did not amount in all tliofe courts, and in an hun- 
dred years, to much more flian one fifth of thofe 
that pafled, in the fingle city of Paris, in three 
months. I followed up the inquiry relative to 
that city through feveral of the fubfequent months 
until I was tired, and found the proportions ftiil 
the fame. Since then I have heard that they have 
declared for a revifal of thefe laws : but 1 know of 
nothing done. It appears as if the contract that 
renovates the world was under no law at all. 
From this we may take our eftimate of the havock 
that has been made through all the relations of 
life. With the jacobins of France, vague inter- 
courfe is without reproach ; marriage is reduced 
to the vileft concubinage; children are encouraged 
to cut the throats of their parents ; mothers are 
taught that tendernefs is no part of their charac- 
ter ; and to denionflrate their attachment to their 
party, that they ought to make no fcruple to rake 
with their bloody hands in the bowels of thofe 
who came from their own. 

To all this let us join the praciice of canni- 
balifm, with which, in the proper terms, and with 
V01-. Vlll. N ' the 
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the greafeft truth, their feveral faftions accufe each 
other. By caunibalifm, I mean their devouring, 
as a nutriment of tlieir ferocity, fome part of the 
bodies of thofe they have murdered ; their drink- 
ing the blood of their viftiras, and forcing the vic- 
tims themfelves to drink the blood of their kin- 
dred flaughtered before their faces. By canniba- 
lifm, I mean alfo to fignify all their namelefs, un- 
manly, and abominable infults on the bodies of 
thofe they daughter. 

As to thofe w'hom they fuffer to die a natural 
death, they do not permit them to enjoy the laft 
confolations of mankind, or thofe rights of fepul- 
ture, which indicate hope, and which mere nature 
has taught to mankind in all countries, to foothe 
the affliftions, and to cover the infirmity of mor- 
tal condition. They difgrace men in the entry 
into life : they vitiate and enflave them through 
the whole courfe of it ; and they deprive them of 
all comfort at the conclufion of their dilhonoured 
and dt'praved exiftence. Endeavouring to per- 
fuade the people that they are no better than 
beads, the whole body of their inditution tends to 
make them beads of prey, furious and favage. For 
this purpofe tlie attive part of them is difciplined 
into a ferocity which has no parallel. To this fe- 
rocity there is joined not one of the rude, unfa- 
tiiioned virtues, which accompany the vices, where 

the 


Digitized by Google 



RXGlClt>S PEACE. l7j) 

the whole are left to grow up together in the 
ranknefs of uncultivated nature. But nothing is 
left to nature in their fyftems. 

The fame difcipline which hardens their hearts 
relaxes their morals. Whilft courts of juftice 
were thruft out by revolutionary tribunals, and 
filent churches were only the funeral monuments 
of departed religion, there were no fewer than 
nineteen or twenty theatres, great and fmall, mod 
of them kept open at the publick expence, and all 
of them crowded every night. Among the gaunt, 
hagard forms of famine and nakednefs, amidft the 
yells of murder, the tears of affliction, and the cries 
of defpair, the fong, the dance, the mimick fcene, 
the buffoon laughter, went on as regularly as in 
the gay hour of fellive peace. 1 have it from good 
authority, that under the fcaffbld of judicial mur- 
der, and the gaping planks that poured down 
blood on the fpebtators, the fpace was hired out for 
a ffiew of dancing dogs. I think, without con- 
cert, we have made the very fame remark on read- 
. ing fome of their pieces, which being written for 
other purpofes, let us into a view of their focial 
life. It ftruck us that the habits of Paris liad no 
refetnblance to the fmifhed virtues, or to the po- 
liflied vice, and elegant, though not blamelefs lux- 
ury, of the capital of a great empire. Their fociety 
was more like that of a den of outlaws upon a 
doubtful frontier; of a lewd tavern for the revels, 
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and ilcbaiiclips ofbanditti, aflairins, bravos, fmug- 
glc’i's, and tlieir more defpcrate paramours, mixed 
with bombafrick players, tlie refnfe and rejected 
OlTal of Itrolling theatres, puffing out ill-forted 
verfes about virtue, mixed with the licentious and 
blafphemons fongs, proper to the brutal and hard- 
ened eourfe of life belonging to that fort of 
wrettdies. This fy ftein of maimers in itfelf is at 
v>ar with ail orderly and moral fociety, and is in 
its neighboiirliood unfafe. If great bodies of that 
kind were any wliereeitablitlied in a bordering ter- 
ritory, we ihuuld have a right to demand of their 
governments the fup[)re(fion of fueh a nuifance. 
What are we to do if the government and the 
whole community is of the fame defeription? Yet 
that government has thought proper to invite ours 
to lay by its unjult liatred, and to liften to the 
voice of humanity as taught by their example. 

The operation of dangerous and delufive firft 
principles obliges us to have rccourfe to the true 
ones. In the intercourfe between nations, we are 
apt to rely too mucii on the inllrumental part. 
We lay to much weight upon the formality of 
treaties an 1 compacts. W'e do not act much more 
wifi-ly when we truft to the interells of men as 
guarantees of their engagements. I’he interefts 
frequently tour to pieces the engagements: and the 
paifio IS trimide upon l oth. Entirely to truft to 
eitiier, IS to uifregdid our own falety, or not to 
■ know 


Digitized by Google 



R EG rc IDE P EAC E. l8.I 

know mankind. Men are not tied to one another 
by jjapers and feal.>i. They are led to all'ociate by 
refemblances, by conl'unnities, by fvmpathie.s. It 
is witli nations as with individual*?. Nothinujisfo 
ftronijr a tie of amitv between nation and nation 

O * 

as correfpondence in laws, culloins, manners, and 
habits oflife. They have more than the force of 
treaties in themfelves. They are obligations writ- 
ten in the heart. The\' approximate men to men, 
without their knowledge, and fometiines againll 
their intentions, Tlie fecret, unfeen, but irrefra- 
gable bond of habitual intercourfe, holds them 
together, even when their preverfe and liti'jfioiis 
nature fets them to equivocate, fcuflle,. and tight 
about the terms of their written obligations. 

As to w ar, if it be the means of wrong and vio- 
lence, it isthe foie means of jutiice ainongil nations, 
Notliing can banith it from tlie world. Tiiey who ‘ 
fay otherwife, intending to impofe upon u.s, do 
not impofe upon themfelve.s. But it is one of tiie 
greatett objedts of human wifdom to mitigate thot’e 
evils which we are unable to remove. The confor- 
mity and analogy of which I fpeak, incapable like 
every thing elfe, of preferving perfetd; truft and 
tranquillity among men, has aftrong tenrlency to. 
facilitate accommodation, and to produce a gene- 
rous oblivion of the rancour of their quarrels. 
With this fimilitude, peace is more of peace, and 
war is lefs qf war. 1 will go further. There have 
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been periods of time in which communities, appa- 
rently in peace with each other, iiave been more 
perfediy feparated than, in latter times, many na- 
tions in Europe have been in the cotirfeof long 
and bloody wars. Tlie caufe mull be fought in 
the fimilitude throughout Europe of religion, laws» 
and manners. At bottom, thefe are all the fame. 
The writers on publick law have often called this 
aggregate of nations a commonweallli. They ha<^ 
reafon. It is virtually one great Hate having the 
fame bafis of general law; with fome diverfity of 
provincial cnftoms and local eftablifliments. Tlie 
nations of Europe hav’e harl the very fime chriftian 
religion, agreeing in the fundamental parts, vary- 
ing a little in the ceremonies and in the fubordi- 
nale dodrines. The whole of the polity and oeco- 
iiomy of every country in Europe has been derived 
from the fame fources. It was drawn from the ' 
old Germauick or Gothick cuftumary; from the 
feudal inftitutions which mull be confidered as an 
emanation from that cullumary ; and the whole has 
been improved and digefted into lyllem and difci- 
pUne by the Roman law. From hence arofe the 
feveral orders, with or without a monarch (which 
are called Hates) in every European country; the 
llrong traces of which, where monarchy predomi- 
nated, w'ere never wholly extinguillied or merged 
•in defpotifm. In tiie few places where monarchy 
was call off, the fpirit of European monarchy was 
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ftill left. Thofe countries Hill continued countri 'S 
offtates; that is, of elafles, orders, and diftinc- 
tions fuch as had before fubfifted; or nearly fo.- 
Indeed the force and form of the inftitution called 
ftates, continued in greater perfection in thofe re- 
publican communities then under monarchies. 
From all thofe fources arofe a fyftem of manners 
and of education which was nearly fimilar in all 
this quarter of the globe ; and which foftened, 
blended, and harmonized the colours of the whole. 
There was little difference in the form of the uni- * 
verfities for the education of their youth, whether 
with rcgaixl to faculties, to fciences, or to the more 
liberal and elegant kinds of erudition. From 
this refemblance in the modes of intercoorfe, and 
in the whole form and fafhion of life, no citizen 
of Europe Could be altogether an exile in any part 
of it. There was nothing more than a pleafing 
Variety to recreate and inftru6t the mind ; to enr.ch 
the imagination} and to meliorate the heart.' 
When a man travelled or relided for health, plea- 
fure, bufinefs or neceffity, from his own country, 
he never felt himfelf quite abroad. 

The whole body of this new fcheme of manners 
in fupport of the new fcheme of politicks, I con- 
fider as a ftrong and decifive proof of determined 
ambition and fyftematick hoftility. I defy the 
mod refining ingenuity to invent any other caufe 
‘ for the total departure of the jacobin Tepublick 
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fioru every one of 'he irleus and ufages, religious, 
legal, moral, or Ibcial, of this civilized world, and 
for her tearing herfelf from its ccnnmiiuon with 
fucli fuidied violence, bat from a fornied refolution 
of keeping no teniiswith that world. It has not 
been, as has been bilfely and infidioully repre- 
ft nted, that thelb niifcreants had onlv broke with 
their old governmeut. Tliey made a fchifm with 
the whole univerfe ; and tliat fchifm extended to 
alniod every thing great and fmall. For one, I 
with, fince it is gone thus far, t hat the breach had 
been fo complete, as to make all intercourfe im- 
prabiicable ; but partly by accident, partly by de- 
fign, partly from the reliftencc of tlie matter, 
cnougb is left to prei'erve intercourfe, wliilli amity 
is deftroyed or corrupted in its principle. 

This violent breach of the community of Eu- 
rope, we muft conclude to have been made (even 
if they had not exprefsly declared it over and over 
again) either to force mankind into an adoption 
of their fyfteni, or to live in perpetual enmity vvit]^ 
a community the mod potent we have ever known. 
Can ai\v perfon imagine, that in odering to man- 
kmd this defperate alternative, there is no indica- 
tion of a hoftile min<], becaufe meir in podelTion of 
th(^ ruling authority are fuppofed to have a right 
to abt without coercion in their own territories ? 
As to the right of men to aft any where according 
to their pleafure, without any moral tie, no fuch 
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right exifts. Men are never in a ftate of total in- 
dependence of each other. It is not the condition 
of oiir nature : nor is it conceivable hoW any man 
can purfue a confiderable courfe of action without 
its haviii" fome effeft upon others ; or, of courfe, 
without producing fome degree of l efponfibiiity for 
his conduft. ''Vhe Jituations in vvliicli men rela- 
tively (land produce the rules and principles of that 
refponfibility, and afford direflions to prudence in 
exacling it. 

Diftance of place does not extinguli'h the duties 
or the rights of men; but it ofien renders their 
exercife iinprafticable. The fame circnmliance of 
diftance renders the noxious elieclsof an evil fy'f- 
tem in any community lefs pernicious. But there 
are fituations where this difficulty does not occur; 
and in which, therefore, thefe duties are obligatory, 
and thefe rights are to be alferted. It has ever 
been the method of publick junfts to draw a great 
part of the analogies on which they form the law 
of nations, from the principles of law which prevail 
in civil community. Civil laws are not all of them 
merely pofitive. Thofe which are rather conclu- 
fions of legal reafon, than matters of Itatutable 
piovifion, belong to univerfal equity, and are uni- 
verfully applicable. Alrnoft the whole praetorian 
law is fuch. There is a Law of Neighbourhood 
which does not leave a man perl’e^l mafter on his 
own grouad. V.dien a neighbour fees 2i.neu} erection, 
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in the nature of a nuifance, fet up at his door, h* 
has a right to reprefent it to the judge; wl)o, on his 
part, has a right to order the work to be liaid; or if 
eftahl idled, to be removed. On this head the pa- 
rent law is exprefs and clear; and has made many 
wife pi ovifions, which, without dellroying, regulate 
and relirain the right of ownerjhip, bv the right of 
viriiuige. No innovation is permitted that may re- 
dound, even fecondarily, to the prejudice of a 
neiglibonr. The whole do6lrine of that important 
head of prretorian law, “ De novi opens mmeia- 
done" is founded on the principle, that no neio 
nfe Ihould be made of a man’s private liberty of 
operating upon his private property, from whence 
adetrimentmaybejuftly apprehended by his neigh- 
bour This law of denunciation is profpefitive. It 
is to anti( ipate what is called damnum inf eclum, or 
damnum nondum facliim, that is a damagejuftly ap- 
prehended but not aftually done. Even before it 
is clearly known, whetlier the innovation be da- 
mageable or not, the judge is competent to ilTue a 
p.ohibition to innovate, until the point can be de- 
termined. '1 his prompt interference is grounded 
on principles favourable to both parties. It is pre- 
ventive of mifehief difficult to be repaired, and of 
ill blood difficult to be foftened. The rule of law, 
therefore, which comes before the evil, is amongfl 
the very befl parts of equity, and juftifies the 
pi'oroptnefs of the remedy ; becaufe, as it is w ell 
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obferved. Ties damni infcBi cderitatem deftderat K 
pcn'culo/a ejl dilatio. This right of denunciation 
does not hold, when things continue, however in- 
conveniently to the neighbourhood, according to 
the undent mode. For there is a fort of prefnmp- 
tion againft novelty, drawn out of a deep confidc- 
ration of human nature and human affairs; and the 
maxim of jurifprudence is well laid down, Fetujlas 
pro lege femper habetur. 

Such is the law of civil vicinitv. Now where 
there is no conftituted judge, as between indepen- 
dent ftates there is not, the vicinage itfelf is the 
natural judge. It is, preventively, the afifertor of 
its own rights, or remedially, their avenger. Neigii- 
bours are prefumed to take cognifance of each 
others a6ls. “ Vidni,vic\norumfa6laprcfumuniur 
fcirc.” This principle, which, like the reft, is as 
true of nations, as of individual men, has beftowed 
on the grand vicinage of Europe, a duty to know, 
and a right to prevent, any capital innovation ' 
which may amount to the ereftion of a dangerous 
uuifance.* Of the importance of that innovation, 
and the mifehief of that nuifance, they are, to be 

* “ This (late of things cannot exift in France without in- 
“ volving ail the iurrounding powers in one conanion danger, 

“ w ithout giving them the right, without impotlng it on them 
' “ as a duty, to flop die progrefs of an evil w hich attacks the 
“ fundamental principles by which mankind is united in civil 
“ fociety," Declaration, 29th Oft. 1793. j 
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fure, bound to judge not litigioufly: but it is in 
their competence to judge. They have uniformly 
a6ted on thi.s right. What in civil fociety is a 
ground of action, in politick fociety is a ground 
of war. But the exercife of that competent jurif- 
di^dion is a matter of moral prudence. As fuits in 
civil fociety, fo war in the political inuft ever be a 
matter of great deliberation. It is not this or that 
particulai- proceeding, picked out here and there, 
as a fubje6l of quarrel, that will do. I'here mull 
be an aggregate of m ifc hief. There muft be marks 
of deliberation; there mull be traces of defign ; 
there mull be indications of malice; there mull 
be tokens of ambition. There mull be force in 
the body where they exilt ; there mull be energy 
in tlie mind. When all tliefe circumllances com- 
bine, or the important parts of them, the duty of 
the vicinity c ills for the exercife of its competence: 
and the rules of prudence do not reftrain, but de- 
mand it. 

In defcribing the nnifance ereffed by fo peliileii- 
tial a manufaftor}^, by the coullruftion of fo infa- 
mous a brothel, by digging a night-cellar for fuch 
thieves, murderers, and houfe-breakers, as never in- 
fefted the world, 1 am fo far from aggravating, that 
1 have fallen infinitely Ihort of the evil. No man 
w’ho has attended to the particulars of what has 
been done in France, and combined them with 
the principles there allerted, can poffibly doubt it. 

When 
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When I compare with this great caufe of nations, 
the trifling points of honour, the flill more con- 
temptible points of intereft, the light ceremonies, 
the undefmable pimftilios, the d fputes al)out pre- 
cedency, the lowering or the hoiftin g of a fail, the 
dealing in a hundred or two of wild cat-fkins on 
the otlier fide of the globe, vvhidi have often kin- 
dled up the flames of war between nations, I Hand 
aftonifhed at thofe perfons, wlio do not feel a re- 
fentment, not more natural tlian politick, at the 
atrocious infults that this monfirons compound 
offers to the dignity of e\ery nat on, and who 
are not alarmed with what it threatens to their 
fafety. 

I have therefore been decidedly of opinion, with 
our declaration at Wliitehall, in the beginning of 
this war, that the vicinage of Europe had not only 
a right, but an indifpenfable duty, anil an exigent 
interefl:, to denunciate this new work before it had 
produced the danger we have fo forely felt, and 
which we fliall long feel. The example of what is 
done by France is too important not to have a vaft 
andextenfive influence; and that example backed 
with its po« er, muft bear w ith great force on thofe 
who are near it; efpecially on thofe who fliall re- 
cognife the pretended republick on the principle 
upon which it nowfiands. It is not an old Itruc- 
ture which you have found as it is, and are not to 
difpute of the original end and defign with which 
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it had been fo fafliioncd. It is a recent wrong, and 
can plead no prefer! ption. It violates the rights 
upon which not only the community of France, 
but thole on wiiich all communities are founded. 
The ]irinciplf s on v\iiich ti..y proceed are general 
princip'f's, and aiC as true in England as in any 
other coun. ry They who 'though with the pureft 
iiuciilions) reeognif v,he autiiority of thefe regi- 
cides androbbers upon pi inciple, juliify there a61s, 
and eftabiihi them as precedents. It is a queftion 
not between France asid England. It is a quef- 
tioii beween properly and force. The property 
claims ; and its claim has been allowed. I’he pro- 
perly of the nation is the nation. They who maf- 
facre, plunder, and exjjel the body of the propri- 
etary, are murderers, and robbers. The ftute, in 
its effeuce, mull be moral and juft : and it may be 
fo, though a tyrant or ufurper fliould be accident- 
ally at the head of it. Tnis is a thing to be la- 
mented: but this notwitliflanding, the body of the 
commonwealth may remain in all its integrity and 
be perfectly found in its compofition. Tlie prefciit 
cafe is dillerent. It i.s not a revolution in Govern- 
ment. It is not the victory of party over party. 
It is a deftru6lion and decompofition ©f the whole 
focicty ; which never can be made of right by any 
faftion, however powerful, nor without terrible 
confequences to all about it, both in the a6l and in 
the example. This pretended republick is foonded 
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in crimes, andexifts by wron-j ail'll robbery ; and 
wrong and robbery, far from a title to any thing, 
is war with mankind. To b® at peace with rob- 
bery is to be an accomplice with it. 

Mere locality does not conftilute a body poli- 
tick. Had Cade and his gang got polfelfion of 
London, they would not have been the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and common council. 1 he body poli- 
tick of Fi ance exifted in the majelly of its tlirone ; 
in the dignity of its nobility; in the honour of its 
gentry: in the fanttity of its clergy; in the reve- 
rence of its magiftracy; in the weight and coiili- 
^eration due to its landed property in the feveral 
bailliages; in the refpeft due to its moveable fiib- 
ftance reprefented by the corporations of t he king- - 
dom. All thefe particular molecule united, form 
the great mafs of what is truly the body politick 
in all countries. They are fo many depolits and 
receptacles of jullice; becaufe they can only ex'ift 
by juftice. Nation is a moral effence, not a geo- 
graphical arrangement, or a denomination of tlie 
nomenclator. France, though out of her terri. 
torial poflelBon, exifts; becaufe the foie pcflible 
claimant, I mean the proprietary, and the govern- 
ment to which the proprietary adheres, exifts and 
' claims. Cod forbid, that if you were expelled 
from your houfe by ruffians and affaflins, that I 
ihould call the materia! wails, dorirsaud windows 
of-— — — , the ancient and honourable family' of 
,11 — — . Am 1 to transfer to the intrudeis, wno, 

not 
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not ronfont to turn you o«t naked to the world* 
would rob you of your very name, all the efteem 
and rt-r[)p/‘l I owe to y p" ? Fhe regicides in France 
are imt France. I'.ance is out of her bounds, but 
the kingdom is ihe fame. 

To illulirateiny opinions on this iubier*^, let us 
fiippoH? a cafe, which, after 'viiat has happened, we 
cannot think nbfolntely impollible, through the au- 
gury isto be abominated, and the event deprecated 
with our moft ardent prayers. Let us fuppofe then, 
that our gracious fovereign was facrilegiouOy mur- 
dered j his erremplary queen, at the head of thema- 
' tronageof tliisland, murdered in the famemanner ; ' 
that thofe princefl'es whofe beauty and modeft ele- 
. gance are the ornaineuts of the country, and who 
are the leaders and patterns of the ingenuous youth 
of their fex, were put to a cruel and ignominious 
death, with hundreds of others, mother.', and daugh- 
ters, ladies of the firft dillinftion; — that the prince 
of Wales and the dukeof York, princes the hope and 
pride of the nation, with all their brethien, were 
forced to fly from the knives of atfairiiis — that the 
whole body of our excellent clergy were either rnaf- 
facred or robbed of all, and tranfported— the Chrif- 
tian religion, in all its denominations, forbidden 
and perfecutedj thelavv totally, fnndamentally,and 
in all its parts deftroyed — the judges put to death 
by revolutionary tribunals — the peers and commons • 
robbed to the laft acre of their eftates i mallacred 

if 
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exile and in beggary — that the whole landed pro- 
perty Ihould ibare the very fame fate — that every 
military and naval officer of honour and rank, al- 
moft to a man, ffiould be placed in the fame de- 
fcription of confifcation and exile— that the prin- 
cipal merchants and bankers ffiould be drawn out, 
‘as from an hen-coop, for daughter— tliat the citi- 
zens of our greateft and moft flouriffiing cities, 
when the hand and the machinery of the hangman 
were not found fufficient, fliould have been col- 
le6led in the puhlick fquares, and malfacred by 
thonfands with cannon; — if three hundred thou- 
fand others fliould have been doomed to a fituation 
worfe than death in noifome and peftilential pri- 
fons 4 — in inch a cafe, is it in the faction of robbers 
I am to look for my country? Would this be the 
England that yon and I, and even ftrangers, ad- 
mired, honoured, loved, and clieriffied ? Would 
not the exiles of England alone be my government 
and my fellow citizens ? Would not their places of 
refuge be roy temporary country ? W'ould not all 
my duties and all my alfeftions be there and there 
only ? Should 1 confnjer niyfelf as a traitor to my 
country, and deferving of death, if I knocked at the 
door and heart of every potentate in Chriflendom 
to fuccour my friends, and to avenge them on their 
enemies ? Could I, in any way, ffievv myfelf more 
a patriot ? W^hat fliould I think of thofe poten- 
tates who infulted their fuffering brethren ; who 
» • VoE. VIII. O treated 
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treated them as vagrants, or at leaft as mendicants 5 
and could find no allies, no friends, but in regi- 
cide murderers and robbers ? What ouglit I to 
think and feel, if being geographers inftead of 
kings, they recognifed the defolated cities, the 
wafted fields, and the rivers polluted with blood, 
of this geometrical meafureraent, as the honourable 
member of Europe, called England ? In that con- 
dition what thould we think of Sweden, Denmark, 
or Holland, or whatever power afforded us a chur- 
lifh and treacherous hofpitality, if they fiiould in- 
vite us to join the ftandai*d of our king, our laws, 
and our religion, if they ftiould give us a direft 
promife of proteftion — if after all this, taking ad- 
vantage of our deplorable fituation, which left us 
no choice, they were to treat us as the loweft and 
vileft of all mercenaries ? If they were to fend us 
far from the aid of our king, and our fufferitig 
country, to fijuander us away in the moft i>eftilen- 
tial climates for a venal enlargement of their own 
lerritories, for the purpofe of trucking them, when 
obtained, 'With thole very robbers and murderers 
they had called upon us to oppofe with our blood ? 
What w'ould be our fentiments, ifiu that miferable 
fervice we were not to be confidered either as Eng- 
lilh, or as Swedes, Dutch, Danes, but as outcalls 
of the human race? . Whilft we were fighting 
thofe battles of their intereft, andasthdir foldiers^ 
•how lliould we feel if we were to be excluded irom 
* . ... ■. / aU 
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all their cartels ? How muft we feel, if the pride 
and flower of the Engliih nobility and gentry, who 
might efcape the peftilential clime, and the de- 
vouring fword, fliould, if taken prifoners, be de- 
livered over as rebel fubjefts, to be condemned as 
rebels, as traitors, as the vileft of all criminals, by 
tribunals formed of Maroon negro flaves, covered 
over with the blood of their matters, who were made 
free and organized into judges, for their robberies 
and murders ? What Ibould we feel under this 
inhuman, infulting, and barbarious protection of 
Mufcovites, Swedes or Hollanders ? Should we not 
obtett Heaven, and whatever juttice there is yet on 
earth? Oppreflion makes wife men mad; but the 
dittemper is ttill the madnefs of the wife, which is 
, better than the fobriety of fools. Their cry is the 
voiceof facred mifery, exalted, not into wild raving, 
but into the fanCtiCed phrenzy of prophecy and in- 
fpiration — in that bittemefs of foul, in that indig- 
nation of fuffering virtue, in that exaltation of 
defpair, would not perfecuted Engliih loyalty cry 
out, with an awful warningVoice, and denounce 
the deftruClion that waits on monarchs, who con- 
sider fidelity to them as the mott degrading of all 
vices ; who fufier it to be puniflied as the mott abo- 
minable of all crimes; and who have no refpeCt 
but lor rebels, traitors, regicides, and furious negro 
Haves, whole crimes have broke their chains? 
Would not this warm language- of high indigna- 
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tion have more of found reafon in it, more of real 
ade6li6n,' more of true attachment, than all the 
lullabies of flatterers, who would hufli monarcbs 
to fleep in the arms of death? Let them be well 
convinced, that if ever this example fliould prevail 
in its whole extent, it will have its full operation. 
Whilft kings fland firm on their bafe, though under 
that bafe there is a fure-wrought mine, there will 
not be Wanting to their levees a Angle perfon of 
thofe who are attached to their fortune, and not 
to their peribns or caufe: but hereafter none will 
fiipport a tottering throne. Some will fly for fear 
of being cruflied under the ruin; fome will join 
in making it. They will feek in the deArufition 
of royalty, fame, and power, and wealth, and the 
homage of kings, with Reuhel, with Carnot, with 
ReveUiere, and with the Merlins and the Talliens, 
rather than fuffer exil e and beggary with the Cmides, 
or the Broglios, the Cqftries, the D'Avrais, the Ser- 
miA-,the Cazalh, and the long line of loyal, fuf- 
fering patriot nobility, or to be butchered with the 
oracles and the viftiins of the laws, the D'Ormefon», 
the D'E/premenils, and the Malherbes. This ex- 
ample we lhall give, if inftead of adhering to our 
fellows in a caufe which is an honour to us all, we 
abandon the lawful government and lawful coi^ 
porate body of France, to hunt for a fhamcful find 
ruinous fraternity, with this odious ufurpation that 
difgraces civilized fociety and the luiman race. 

And 
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And is then example nothing? It is every thing. 
Example is the fchool ol mankind, and they will 
learn at np .other. , This war is a war agaipft that 
.example. Jt is not a war for Louis the eighteenth, 
.or even for the property, virtue, fidejity of France. 
It is a war for George the third, for Frapcis thp 
fecond, and for all the dignity, property, honour, 
Tirtue, and religion of England, of Germany, and 
.of all nations. 

I know that all I have faid of the fyllematick 
unfociability of this new-invented fpecies of repub- 
lick and the impoOibility of preferving peace, is 
anfwered by afferting that the fcheme of manners, 
morals, and even of maxims and principles pf ftate, 
is of no weight in a queftion of peace or war be- 
tween communities. This do^rine is fupported by 
example. The cafe of Algiers is cited, with an 
hint, as if it were the ftronger cafe. I fliould take 
no notice of this fort of inducement, if I had fonnd 
it only were firft it was. I do not want refpeft 
for thofe from whom I firft heard it — but having 
no controverfy at prefent with them, I only think 
it not amifs to reft on it a little, as I find it adopted 
with much more of the fame kind, by feveral of 
thofe on whom fuch reafoning had formerly made 
no apparent impreflion. If it had no force to pre- 
vent us from fubmitting to this neceffary war, it 
furnilhes no better ground for our making an un- 
neceflary and ruinous peace. 

. o 3 This 
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This analogical argument drawn ftxjm the cafe 
of Algiers would lead us a good way.' The fa6t 
is, we ourfelves with a little cover, others more di- 
reftly, pay a tribute to the republick of Algiers. 
Is it meant to reconcile us to the payment of a 
tribute to the French republick ? That this, with 
other things more ruinous, will be demanded here- 
after, I little doubt; but for the prefent, this will 
not be avowed — though our minds are to be gra- 
dually prepared for it. In truth, the arguments 
■from this cafe are worth little, even to thofe who 
approve the buying an Algerine forbearance of 
piracy. There are mnny things which men do not 
approve, that they mull do to avoid a greater evil. 
To argue from thence, that they are to adt in the 
fame manner in all cafes, is turning neceflity into 
a law. Upon what is matter of prudence, the ar- 
gument concludes the contrary way. Becaufe we 
have done one humiliating net, we ought, w’ith in- 
finite caution, to admit more acts of the'fame na- 
ture, left humiliation' Ihouid become our habitual 
ftate. Matters of prudence are under the domi- 
nion of circumftances, and not of logical analogies. 
It is abfurd to take it otherwife. ' ' ■ 

I, for one, do more than doubt the policy of this 
kind of convention with Algiers. On thofe who 
think as I do, the argument ad hominem can make 
no fort of impreffion. I know fomething of the 
conflitution and compofttion of this very extraordi- 
19 : • ■ nary 
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nary republick. It has a conftitiition, I admit, fimi- 
lar to the prefent tumultuous military tyranny of 
France, b}"- which an handful of obfcure ruffians' 
domineer ov era fertile country, and a brave people. 
For the compolition, too, I admit the Algerine 
community refembles that of France ; being formed 
out of the very fcum, fcandal, difgrace, and peft of’ 
the 'rurkiffi Afia. The grand feignior, to difbur- 
then the country, fuffers the dt^ to recruit, in his 
dominions, the corps ofjanifaries, orafaphs, which 
form the directory and council of elders of the 
African republick one and indivifible. But not- 
vvithflanding this refemblauce, which I allow', I 
never lliall fo far injure the janifarian republick of 
Algiers, as to put it in comparifon for every fort of 
crime, turpitude, and oppreffion with the jacobin 
republick of Paris. There is no quedion with me 
to which of the two I (hould choofe to be a neigh- 
bour or a fubjedk But fitiiated as I am, I am in 
no danger of becoming to Algiers either the one 
or the other. It is not fo in my relatjon to the 
atheiilical fanaticks of France. I am their neigh* 
hour; I may become their fubjedl. Have the gen- ' 
tlemen who borrowed this happy parallel, no idea 
of the dilferent conduft to be held with regai-d to 
the very fame evil at an immenfe diftance, and 
when it is at your door ? when its power is enor- 
mous, as when it is comparatively as feeble as its 
diilance is remote ? when there is a barrier of 
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language and ufages, which prevents corruption 
through certain old correfpondences and habitudes, 
from the contagion of the horrible novelties that 
are introduced into every thing elfe ? I can con- 
template, without dread, a royal or a national tyger 
on the borders of Pegu. I can look at him, with 
an eafy curiofity, prifoner within bars in the 
menagerie of the tower. But if, by habeas corpus, 
or otherwife, he was to come into the lobby of the 
houfe of commons whilft your door was open, any 
of you would be more ftout than wife, who would 
not gladly make your efcape out of the back win- 
dows. I fcertainly Ihould dread more from a wild 
cat in my bed-cbambe.*, than fromall the lions that 
roar in the defarts behind Algiers. But in this pa- 
rallel it is the cat that is at a diiiance, and the lions 
and tygors that are in our anti-chambers and our 
lobbies. ^ Algiers is not near; Algiers is not power- 
ful ;; Algiers is not our neighbour; Algiers is not 
iirfeftiouB. Algiers, whatever it may be, is an old 
creation ; and we have good data to calculate all 
the mifehief to be apprehended from it. When 
I find Algiers transferred to Calais, I will tell you 
what I think of that point. In the mean time, the 
cafe quoted from the Algerine reports, will not 
hpply as authority. We fhall put it out of court j 
and fo far as that goes, let the counfel for the ja- 
cobin peace take nothing by their motion. 

When we voted, as yon and I did, with many 

more 
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more whom you and I refpeft and love, to refift. 
this enemy, we were providing for dangers that 
were dire6l, home, prefling, and not remote, con- 
tingent , uncertain, and formed upon loofe analogies. 
We judged of the danger with which we were 
menaced by jacobin France, from the whole tenour 
of her condiia; not from one or two doubtful or 
detaclied ads or expreflions. I not only concurred 
in the idea of combining with Europe in this warj 
but to the beft of my power even llimulated minif- 
ters to that conjunaion of interefts and of efforts. 
I joined them with all my foul, on the principles 
contained in that manly and mafterly Hate-paper, 
which I have two or three times referred to,* an<jl 
may flill more frequently hereafter. The diploma- 
tick colieaion never was more enriched than with 
this piece. The hiftorick faas juftify every ftroke 
of the mailer. “ Thus painters write their names 
“latCo.” ' 

Various perfons may concur in the fante mea- 
fure on various grounds. They may be various, 
^ without being contrary to, or exclufive of each 
other. I thought the infolent, unprovoked ag- 
greflion of the regicide, upon our ally of Holland, 
a good ground of war. I think his mnnifefl attempt 
to overturn the balance of Europe, a good ground 
of war. As a good ground of war, I confider his 

* PeclsratioD, Whitehall Od. 39 . 1793. 
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declaration of war on his majefty and hjs kintrdom* 
Bnt though I have taken all thefe to my aid, I con- 
fider them as nothing more than as a fort of evi- 
dence to indicate the treafonaI)le mind witliin. 
Long before tlieir at'ils of aggrefliou, and their de- 
claration of wa", thefadlion in France had alTumed 
a' form, had adoptetl a boily of principles and 
maxims, and had regularly and f matically afted 

on them by which flio virtually had put herfelf 
in a pofture, which was in itfelf a declaration of 
war againft mankind. 

- It is faid by the directory in their feveral mani- 
feftoes, that we of the pcojde are tumultuous for 
peace; and that minillers pretend negotiation to 
amufe us. This they have learned from the lan- 
guage of many amongft ourfelvcs, whofe conver- 
fations have been one main caufe of whatever ex- 
tent the opinion for peace with regicide may be. 
But I who think the miiiifters unfortunately to be 
but too ferious in their proceedings, find myfelf 
obliged to fay a little more on this fubject of the 
popular opinion. 

Before our opinions are ([noted againft ourfelves, 
it is proper that, from our ferious deliberation, 
they may be worth ([noting. It is without reafon 
■we praife the wifdom of our conftitution, in put- 
ting under the difcretion of the crown, tlie awful 
ti’uft of war and peace, if the minifters of the crown 
virtually return it again into our hands. The 
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truft was placed there as a facred dcpofit, to fecure 
us againft popular rafhnefs in plunging into wars, 
and againft the eftefts of popular difmay, difguft, 
or laflitude in getting out of them as imprudently 
as we might firlt engage in them. To have no 
other meafure in judging of thofe great objcfts 
than our momentary opinions and defires, is to 
throw us back upon that very democracy which, 
in this part, our conllitution was formed to avoid. 

It is no excufe at all for a minifter, who at our 
defire takes a meafure contrary to our fafety, that 
it is our ovvn aft. He who does not day the hand 
of filicide, is guilty of murder. On our part J fay, 
that to be inftrufted, is not to be degraded or en- 
flaved.- InfoiTnation is an advantage to us ; and 
we have a right to demand it. He that is bound 
to aft in the dark cannot be faid to aft freely. 
"When it appears evident to our governours that 
our deflres and our interefts are at variance, they 
ought not to gratify the former at the expence of 
the latter. Statefmen are placed on an eminence, 
that they may have a larger horizon than we can 
poflibly command. They have a whole before 
them, which we can contemplate only in the parts, 
and often witliout the neceffary relations. Mini- 
' fters are not only our natural rulers but our natu- 
ral guides. Reafon clearly and manfully delivered, 
has in itfelf a mighty force : but reafon in the 

mouth 
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mouth of legal autliority, is, 1 may fairly fay, irre- 
fiflible. .. 

I admjt that reafon of ftate will not, in many 
circumftances, permit the difdofure of the true 
‘ground of a publick proceeding. In that cafe 
ifilence is maiily and it is wife. It is fair to call for 
truft when the principle of reafon itfelf fufpends 
its publick ufe. I take the diftinftion to be this : 
The ground of a particular meafure, making a 
part of a plan, it is rarely proper to divulge ; all 
the broader grounds of policy on which the ge- 
neral plan is to be adopted, ought as rarely to be 
concealed. They who have not the whole caufe 
before them, call them politicians, cdl them peo- 
ple, call theni what you will, are no judges. The 
idifficulties of the cafe, as well as its.fair fide, ought 
to be prefeoted. ' This ought to be done ; jand it Js 
alljU^t can l*e done, Ayhen we have, opr true 
■ iitualjon diftinctly prefepted to us, if then we re- 
■‘folve with a blind and headlong violence, to refifi, 
the admonitions of onr friends, and to call onr- 
felves into the hands of our potent and irrecop- 
cileable foes, then, and not til} then, the mipillers 
Hand acquitted before God aud man, for what- 
ever may come. C . 

Lamenting a.s I do, that the matter has not had 
,1b full and free a difcufiion as it requires, 1 mea,n 
to omit none of the points which feem to ipe 

- . , . neceffary 
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neceflary for confideration, previous to an arrange- 
ment which is for ever to decide the form and the 
fate of Europe. In the courfe, therefore, of what 
I fliall have the honour to addrefs to you, I pro- 
))ofe the following queftions to your ferious 
thoughts: — I. Wiiether the prefent fyftem which 
ftands for a government in France, be fuch as in 
peace and war affects the neighbouring dates in a 
manner different from the internal government 
that formerly prevailed in that country ?— 2. Whe-. 
ther that fyftem, fuppofing its views hoftile t<» 
other nations, poffeffes any means of being hurlfbl 
to them peculiar to itfelf? — 3, Whether there has 
been lately fuch a change in France, as to alter 
the nature of its fyftem, or its effeift upon other 
powers ? — 4, Whether any publick declarations or 
engagements exift, on the [)art of tlie allied powers, 
which ftand in the W’ay of a treaty of peace, whic h 
fuppofes the right and confirms the power of the 
regicide faction in France?— 5. What the time of 
the other powers of Europe will be with rcl'pect to 
each other, and their colonies, on the conclufi<yii 
of a regicide peace ? — G. Whether we are dt iu-ii 
to the abfolute neceflity of making tliat kind of 
peace ? 

Thefe heads of inquiry will enable us to make 
the application of the feveral matters of fact and 
topicks of argument, that occur in this vaft dif-. 
CuiFion, to certain fixed principles. I do not 
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mean to confloe myfelf to the order in which they 
hand. I fhaii difcufs them in fuch a manner as 
fliall appear to me the beft adapted for Viewing 
their mutual bearings and relations. Here then 1 
clofe the publick matter of my letter ; but before 
I have done, let me fay one word in apology for 
myfelf. 

Jn wifliing this nominal peace not to be preci- 
pitated, I am fare no man living is lefs dif|X)fed to 
blame the prefcnt miniflry than I am. Some of 
my oldeft friends, (and I with I could fay it of 
more of them) make a part in that minillry. There 
are fome indeed, “ whom my dim eyes in vain ex- 
“ plore.” In my mind, a greater calamity could not 
have fallen on the publick than the exclufion of 
one of them. But I drive away that, with other 
melancholy thoughts. A great deal ought to be 
fciid uf)on that fubje6t or nothing. A.s to the dif- 
tinguiihed perfons to whom my friends who re- 
main are joined, if benefits, nobly and generoufly 
conferred, ought to procure good wi/lies, they are 
entitled to my beft vows ; and they have them all. 
They have adminiftered to me the only confolation 
I am capable of receiving, which is to know that 
no individual will fufier by my thirty years fervice 
to the publick. If things fliould give us the com- 
parative happinefs of a ftruggle, I ftiall be found, I 
was going to fay fighting, (that would be foolith) 
but dying by the fide of Mr. Pitt., I.muft add, 
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that if any thing defenllve in our domeftick fyftein 
can poffibly fave us fiom the difafters of a regicide ^ 
peace, he is the man to fave us. li the finances in 
fuch a cafe can be repaired, he is the man to repair 
them. If I fliould lament any of his acts, it is only 
when they appear to me to have no rei'emblance 
to a6ls of his. But let him not have a confidence 
in himfelf, which no human abilities can warrant. 
His abilitie.s are fully equal (and that is to fay, 
much for any man) to thofe which are oppofed to 
liim. But if we look to him as our fecnrity 
againft the confequences of a regicide peace, let 
us be aflure<l, that a regicide peace and a confti- 
tutional miniitry are terras that will not agree. 
With a regicide peace the king cannot long have 
a minifter to ferve him, nor tlie minifier a king to 
ferve. If the Great Difpofer, in reward of the royal 
and the private virtues of our fovereign, fliould 
call him from the calamitous fpedlacles, which will 
attend a ftate of amity with regicide, his fucceflbr 
will furely fee them, unlefs the fa ne Providence 
greatly anticipates the courfe of nature. Think- 
ing thus (and not, as I conceive, on light grounds) 

1 dare not flatter the reigning fovereign, nor any 
miniller he has or can have, nor his fucceffor ap- 
parent, nor any of thofe who may be called to 
ferve him, with what appears to me a falfe Hate of 
their fituation. We cannot have them and that 
peace together. 

I do 
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I do not forget that there had been a confident 
able difference between feveral of our friends, 
(with my infignificant felf) and the great man at 
the head of miniftry, in an early llage of thefe dif- 
cufTions. But I am fure there was a period in 
which we agreed better in the danger of a jacobin 
exiflence in France. At one time he and all Eu- 
rope feem to feel it. But why am not I con- 
verted with fo many great powers, and fo many 
great minifters? It is becaufe I am old and flow.— 
I am in this year, 1 796, only where all the powers 
of Europe were in 1793. I cannot move with this 
preceflion of the equinoxes, which is preparing for 
us the return of fome very old, I am afraid no 
golden sera, or the commencement of fome new lera 
that muft be denominated from fome new metal. 
In this crifis I mufl hold my tongue, or I muft fpeak 
with freedom. Falfhood and delufion are allowed 
in no cafe whatever: but, as in theexercife of all 
the virtues, there is an oeconomy of truth. It is a 
fort of temperance, by which a man fpeaks truth 
with meafure that he may fpeak it the longer. But 
as the fame rules do not hold in all cafes — what 
would be right for you, who may prefume on a 
feries of years before you, would have no fenfe for 
me, who cannot, without abfurdity, calculate oa 
fix months of life. What I fay, I fay at once. 
Whatever I write is in its nature teftamentary. It 
jnay have the weakneCs but it has the fmeerity of 

a dying 
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a dying declaration. For the few days I have to 
linger here, I am removed completely from the 
bufy fcene of the world; but I hold myfelf to be 
Hill refponfible for every thin" that I have done 
whim I continued on the place of action. If the 
raweftTyro in politicks has been influenced by the 
authority of my grey hairs, and led by any thing 
in my fpeeches, or my writings, to enter into this 
war, he has a right to call upon me to know why 
I have changed my opinions, or why, whenthofe 
I voted with, have adopted better notions, I per- 
fevere in exploded errour ? 

When I feem not to acquiefce in the afts of 
thofe I refpeft in every degree fhort of fuperftition, 

I am obliged to give my reafons fully. I cannot 
fet my authority againft their -authority. But to 
exert reafon is not to revolt againft authority. 
Reafon and authority do not move in the fame 
parallel. That reafon is an amicus curia who 
fpeaks de piano, not pro tribunali. It is a friend 
who makes an ufeful fuggeftion to the court, with- 
out queflioning its jurifdiction. Whilft he ac- 
knowledges its competence, he promotes its effi- 
ciency. I Ihall purfue the plan 1 have chalked out 
in my letters that follow this. 


VoL. VIU; P 
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ON THE 

Genius and Charailer of the French Revolution 
as it regards other Nations. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I CLOSED my firft letter with ferious matter, 
and I hope it has employed yoijr thoughts. 
The fyftem of peace muft have a reference to- the 
fyltem of the war. On that ground, I muft there- 
fore again recal your mind to our original opi- 
nions, which time and events have not taught me 
to vary. 

My ideas and my principle led me, in this con- 
teft, to encounter France, not as a ftate, but as 
a faction. The vaft territorial extent of that 
country, its immenfe population, its riches of pro- 
duction, its riches of commerce and convention — 
the whole aggregate mafs of wliat, in ordinary 
cafes, conftitutes the force of a ftate, to me were 
but objects of fecoudary confideration. They 
might be balanced; and they have been often more 
than balanced. Great as thefe things are, they 
are not what make the faClion formidable. It is 
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the faftion that makes them truly dreadful. That 
faftion is the evil fpirit that pofleffes the body of 
France; that informs it as a foul; that flamps 
upon its ambition, and upon all its purfuits, a 
characteriftick mark, vrhich ftrongly diflinguilhes 
them from the fame general palTions, and the fame 
general views, in other men and in other commit- ■ 
nities. It is that fpirit which infpires into them, 
a new, a pernicioas, a defolaling aftivity. Con- 
ftituted as France was ten years ago, it was not’ in 
that France to fhake, to fliatter, and to overwhelm 
Europe in the manner that we behold. A fure de- 
ftruclion impends over thofe infatuated princes, 
who, in the conflict with this new and unheard-of 
power, proceed as if they were engaged in a w^ar 
that bore a refemblance to their former contells ; 
or that they can make peace in the fpirit of their 
former arrangements of pacification. Here the 
beaten path is the very reverfe of the fafe road. 

As to me, I was always fteadily of opinion, that 
this diforder was not in its nature intermittent. I 
' conceived that the cont^ once begun, could not 
be laid down again, to be refiimed at our difcre- 
tion ; but that our firfl ftruggle with this evil 
would alfo be our lall, * I never thought we could 
make peace with the fyif^ ; becaufe it was not 
for the fake of an obje6l we purfued in rivalry with 
each other, but with the fyftem itfelf that we were 
at war, A$ I underftood the matter, we were at 

, war 
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war not with its condu6t, but with its exiflence ; 
convinced that its exiftence and its hoftility were' 
the fame. 

The faction is not local or territorial. It is a 
general evil. Where it leafl appears in a6tion, it 
is Hill full of life. . In its deep it recruits its 
llrength, and prepares its exertion. Its fpirit lies 
deep in the corruption of our common nature.' 
The focial order which reftrains it, feeds it. It 
exifts in every countiy in Europe ; and among all 
orders of men in every country, who look up to 
France as to a common head. The centre is there. 
The circumference is the world of Europe where- 
ever the race of Europe may be fettled. Every 
where elfe the faftion is militant ; in France it is 
triumphant. In France is the bank of depofit, and 
the bank of circulation, of all the pernicious prin- 
ciples that are forming in every ftate. It will be a 
folly fcarcely deferving of pity, and too mifchiev- 
ous for contempt, to think of reftraining it in 
any other country whilft it is predominant there. 
W'^ar, inftead of being the caufe of its force, has 
fufpended its operation. It has given a reprieve, 
at lead, to the Chrillian world. , 

The true nature of a jacobin war, in the begin- 
ning, was, by mod of the Chriftian powers, felt, 
acknowledged, and even in the mod precife man- 
ner declared. In the Joint manifedo, publilhed by 
the emperour and the king of Prudia, on the 4th 
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of Auguft 179a, it is exprefled in the cleareft terms, 
and on principles, which could not fail, if they had 
adhered to tliem, of clafTing thofe monarchs with 
the firft benefactors of mankind. This manifefto 
was publifhed, as they themfelves exprefs it, 
“ to lay open to the prefent generation, as well as 
tc pcllerity, their motives, their intentions, and 
“ the dijinterejiednefs of their perfonal views; tak- 
“ ing up arms for the purpofe of preferving focial 
and political order amongll all civilized nations; 
and to fecure to each ftate its religion, happi- 
“ nefs, independence, territories, and real con- 
“ ftitution.” — “ On this ground, they hoped that 
“ all empires, and all flates would be unani- 
mous; and becoming the firm guardians of 
“ the happinefs of mankind, tliat they could not 
“ fail to unite their efforts to refeue a numerous 
nation froni its own fury, to preferve Europe 
y from the return of barbarifm, and the univerfe 
“ from the fubverfion and anarchy with which it 
“ was threatened.” The whole of that noble per- 
formance ought to be read at the firft meeting of 
any cong! efs, which may affemble for the purpofe 
of pacification, In that piece “ thefe powers ex- 
prefsiy renounce all views of perfonal aggran- 
“ dizement,” and confine themfelves to objeds 
worthy of fo generous, fo heroick, and fo perfectly 
wife and politick an enterprife. It was to the prin- 
ciples of this confederation and to no other, that 

we 
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we wifhed our fovereign and our country to ac- 
cede, as a part of the commonwealth of Europe, 
To thefe principles with fome trifling exception!! 
and limitations they did fully accede*. And all 
our friends who took office acceded to the minif- 
try (whether wifely or not) as I always under- 
flood the matter, on the faith and on the princi- 
ples of that declaration. 

As long as thefe powers flattered themfelves that 
the menace of force would produce the efled of 
force, they afted on thofe declarations: but when 
their menaces failed of fuccefs, their efforts took a 
new dire6lion. It did not appear to them that vir- 
tue and heroifm ought to he pnrchafed by millions 
of rix-dollars. It is a dreadful truth, but it is a 
truth that cannot be concealed ; In ability, in dex 
terity, in thediftinftnefsof their views, the jacobins 
*re our fuperiours. They faw the thing ris:ht from 
the very beginning. Whatever were the firft mo- 
tives to the war among politicians, tliey faw that 
in its fpirit, and for its objects, it was a c/e/7 rvar ; 
and as fuch they purfued it. ' It is a warbetw^een 
4;he partifansof the autient, civil, moral, and poli- 
tical order of Europe againfl a feft of fanatical and 
ambitious atheifls which means to change them 
•all. It is not France extending a foreign empire 
over other nations : it is a fe6t aiming at univei-fal 
empire, and beginning with the conqueft of France. 

* Seo Derlaration, Wliilehall, 0£lober29, 1793. 

The 
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The leaders of that fe6l fecured the centre of Eu~ 
rope 5 and that fecured, they knew, that whatever 
might be the event of battles and fieges, their eauje 
was viftorious. Whether its territory had a little 
more or a little lefs peeled from its furface, or ' 
whether an iiland or two was detached from its 
commerce, to them was of little m<»nent. The 
conqueft of France was a glorious acquifition. 
That once well laid as a balls of empire, opportu- 
nities never could be wanting to regain or to re- 
place what had been loft, and dreadfully to avenge 
themfelves on the fa6tion of their adverfaries. 

They faw it was a civil war. It was their bu- 
finefs to perfuade thei( adverfaries that it ought to 
be a foreign war. The jacobins every where fet up 
a cry againft the new crufade ; and they intrigued 
with efte^ in the cabinet, in the field, and in every 
private fociety in Europe. Their talk was not dif- 
ficult. The condition of princes, and fometimes 
of firft minifters too, is to be pitied. The cr«iture» 
of the delk, and the creatures of favour, had no 
relilli for the principles of the manifeftoes. They 
promifed no governments, no regim«its, no reve- 
nues from whence emoluments might arife, by per- 
quifite or by grant. In truth, the tribe of vulgar 
politicians are the loweft of our fpecies. There is no 
trade fo vile and mechanical as goveniment in their 
bands. Virtue is not their habit. They are out of 
themfelves in any courfe of condud recommended 
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only by Confcience and glory. A large, libera! 
and profpeclive view of tlie infercds of itHiOi; 
pafles with them for romance ; and the principles' 
that recommend it for the wanderings of a difor- 
dered imagination. I'he calculators compute them 
out of their fenfes. The jefters and buffoons 
fhame them out of every thing grand and elevated.. 
Littlenefs in objedl and in means, to. them appears 
foundnefs and fobriety. They think there is no* 
tiling worth purfuit, but that which they can 
handle ; which they can meafure with a two-foot 
rule; which they can tell upon ten fingers. 

Without the principles of the jacobins, perhaps 
without any principles at all, they played the game 
of that faction. There was a beaten road before 
tliem. The powers of Europe were armed ; France 
had alwaysappeared dangerous ; the war was ealily 
diverted from France as a faftion, to France as a 
ftate. The princes were eafily taugl;t to Aide back 
into their old habitual courfe of politicks. I'hey 
were ealily led to confider the flames that were 
confuming France, not asawarningto protefttheir 
own buildings (which were without any party 
wall, andlinkedby acontignation into the edifice of 
France) , but as an happy occafion lor pillaging the 
goods, and for carrying off the materials of their 
neighbour’s houfe. Their provident fears were 
changed into avaricious hopes. They carried on 
their new defigns without feeraing to abandon t he 
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principles of tlicir ojd policy. They pretended to 
feek or they flattered themfelves that they fought^ 
in the acccflion of new fortreffes, and new terri- 
tories, a defenjive fecurity. But the fecurity wanted 
was againft a kind of power, wJiich was not fo truly 
dangerous in its fortreffes nor in its territories, as 
in its fpirit and its princii)les. They aimed, or 
preteiided to aim, at defending themfelves againfl 
a danger, from which there can be no fecurity in 
zny defenjive \i\i\n. If armies and fortreffes were a 
defence againft jacobinifm, Louis the Sixteenth 
would this day reign a powerful monarch over an. 
happy people. 

This errour obliged them, even in their offenfive 
operations, to adopt a plan of war, againft the fuc- 
cefs of which there was fometlung little fliort of 
mathematical demonftration. They refufed to> 
take any ftep which miglit ftrike at the heart of 
affairs. They feemedj unwilling to wound the 
enemy in any vital }>art. They afted through the 
whole, as if they really wiflied the confervation of 
the jacobin power ; as what might be more ^vour- 
able than the lawful government to tlie attainment 
of the petty obje61s they looked for. They alw'ays 
kept on the circumference j and the wider and re- 
moter the circle was, the more eagerly tliey chofa 
it as their fphere of action in this centrifugal waiv 
The plan they purfued, in its nature demanded 
great length of time. In its execution, they, who 
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went the neareft way to work, were obliged to 
cover an incredible extent of country. It left to 
the enemy every means of deftroying this extend- 
ed line of weaknefs. 111 fuccefs in any part was 
fore to defeat the effect of the whcJe. Tliis is 
true of Auftria. It is ftill more true of England. 
On this falfe plan, even good fortune, by further 
weakening the viftor, put him but the further off 
from his object 

As long as there was any appearance of fuccefs, 
the fpirit of aggrandizement, and confequently tlte 
fpirit of mutual jealoufy, feized upon all the co- 
alefced powers. Some fought an acceflion of ter-* 
ritory at the expence of France, fome at the ex- ' 
pence of each other; fome at the expence of third 
parties; and whep the viciflitude of difafter took 
its turn, they found common dijtrefs a treacherous 
bond of faith and friendtliip. 

The greateft (kill conducting tlie greateft military 
apperatus has been employed ; but it has been 
worfe than ufelefslv employed, through tlie falfe 
policy of the war. The operations of the field 
fuffered by the errours of the cabinet. If the fame 
fpirit continues when peace is made, the peace will 
fix and perpetuate all the errours of the war; be- 
caufe it will be made upon the fame falfe principle. 
What has been loft in the field, in the field may 
be regained. An arrangement of peace in its na- 
ture is a permanent fettlement ; it is the effect of 
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counfel and deliberation, and not of fortuitonis 
'events. If built upon a bafis fundamentally erro- 
neous, it can only be retrieved by fome of thofe 
unforefeen difpenfations, which the all-wife but 
myfterious Governour of the world, fometimes in- 
terpofes, to fnatch nations from ruin. It would 
not be pious errour, but mad and impious pre- 
fumption for any one to trull in an unknown 
order of difpenfations, in defiance of the rules of 
prudence, which are formed upon the known 
march of the ordinarj' providence of God. 

It was not of that fort of war that I was amonsrlt 
the leaftconfiderablc, but araongll the moll zealous 
advifcrs; and it is not by the fort of peace now 
talked of, that I vvilh it concluded. It would an- 
fwer no great purpofe to enter into the particular 
errours of the war. I'he whole has been but one 
errour. It was but nominally a war of alliance. As 
the combined powers purfuedit, there was nothing 
to hold an alliance together. There could be no 
tie of honour, in a fociety for pillage. There could 
-be no tie of a common interejl were the object did 
not offer fuch a divifion amongfi. the parties, as 
could well give them a warm concern in the gains 
of each other, or could indeed form fuch a body of 
equivalents, as might make one of them willing to 
abandon a feparate objeft of his ambition for the 
•gratification of any other member of the alliance. 
The partition of Poland offered an oh j eft of fpoil in. 
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which the parties might agree. They were circum 
jacent; and each might take a portion convenient 
to his own territory. They might difpute about 
the value of their feveral Ihares, but the contiguity 
to each of the demandants always fumithed the 
means of an adjuftment. Though hereafter the 
world will have caufeto rue this iniquitous meafure, 
and they moft who were moft concerned in it, for 
the moment, there was w'herewithal in the objedl 
to preferve peace amongft confederates in wrong; 
But the fpoil of France did not afford t!ie fume 
facilities for accomodation. What might fati^fy 
the houfe of Auftria in a Flemifh frontier afforded 
no equivalent to tempt the cupidity of the king of 
Pruffia. What might be defired by Great Britain 
in the Weft Indies, muft be coldly and remotely, 
if at all, felt as an intereft at Vienna ; and it would 
be felt as fomething worfe than a negative intereft 
at Madrid. Auftria, long poffeffed with unwife 
and dangerous defigns on Italy, could not be very 
much in earneft about the confervation of the old 
patrimony of the houfe of Savoy : and Sardinia, who 
owed to an Italian force all her means of fluitting 
out France from Italy, of which llie has been fup- 
pofed to hold the key, W'ould not purchafe the ' 
means offtrength upon one fide by yielding it on 
the other. She would not readily give the pof- 
feffion of Novara for the hope of Savoy. No coiv 
tiuental power was willing to lofe any of its con- 
tinental 
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tinental o!>je6ls for the increafe of the naval power 
of Great Britain ; and Great Britain would not 
give up any of the objcfts fhe fought for as the 
means of an increafe to her naval power, to fur- 
ther their aggrandizement. 

The moment this war came to be conlidered as 
a war merely of profit, the actual circumliances 
are fuch, that it never could become really a war 
of alliance. Nor can the peace be a peace of 
alliance, until things are put upon their right 
bottom. 

I don’t find it denied, that when a treaty is en- 
tered into for peace, a demand w'ill be made on the 
regicides to furrender a great part of their con- 
quefts on the continent. Will they, in the pre- 
fent Hate of the war, make that furrender without 
an equivalent ? This continental cellion mull of 
courfe be made in favour of that party in the alli- 
ance, that has fuffered Ioffes. That party has no^ 
thing to furnilh towards an equivalent. What 
equivalent, forinftance, has Holland to offer, who 
has loll her all ? What equivalent can come from 
the Emperour, every part of w'hofe territories con- 
tiguous to France, is already within the pale of the 
regicide dominion ? What equivalent has Sardinia 
to offer for Savoy and for Nice, I may fay for her 
whole being? What has flie taken from the fac- 
tion of Prance ? Ihe has loll very near her all j 
and file has gained nothing. What equivalent ha*. 
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Spain to give ? Alas ! flie has already paid for her 
own ranfom the fund of equivalent, and a dreadful 
equivalent it is, to England and to herfelf. But 1 
put Spain out of the queftion ; fhe is a province 
of the jacobin empire, and the mull make peace or 
war according to the orders die receives from the 
directory of affaflins. In elFeA and fubftance, her 
crown is a fief of regicide. 

Whence then can the compenfation be demand' 
ed? Undoubtedly from that power which alone has 
made fome conquells. That power is England. 
Will the allies then give away their ancient patri- 
mony, that England may keep iflands in the Weft 
Indies ? They never can protraft the war in good 
eameft for that objedt ; nor can they a^t in con- 
cert with us, in our refufal to grant any thing to- 
wards their redemption. In that cafe we are thus 
fituated. Either we muft give Europe, bound 
hand and foot, to France ; or we muft quit the 
Weft Indies without any one objed, great or final!, 
towards indemnity and fecurity. I repeat it with- 
out any advantage whatever : becaufe, fuppofing 
that our conqueft could comprife all that France 
ever poffeffed in the tropical America, it never can 
amount in any fair ellimation to a fair ei^uivalent 
for Holland, for the Auftrian Netherlands, for the 
lower Germany, that is for the whole ancient king- 
dom or circle of Burgundy, now under the yoke 
of regicide, to fay nothing of almoft all Italy under 
' Vol.VIIL Q the 
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the fame barbarous domination. If we treat iii 
the prefent fitiiation of things, we have nothing in 
our hands that can redeem Europe. Nor is the 
emperour, as I have obferved, more rich in the 
fund of equivalents. 

If we look to our ftock in the eaftem world, 
our molt valuable and fyftematick acquifitions are 
made in that quarter. , Is it from France they are 
made ? France has but one or two contemptible 
factories, I’ubfilling by the ofl'al of the private for- 
tunes of Englifli individuals to fupport them, in 
any part of India. I look on the taking of the 
Cape of Good Hope as the fecuring of a pod. of 
great moment. It does honour to thofe who 
planned, and to thofe who executed that enter, - 
pril'e : but I fpeak of it always as comparatively 
good ; as good as any thing can be in a fcheme of 
fWar that repels us from a centre, and employs all 
our forces Avhere nothing can be finally decilive. 
But giving, as I freely give, every pollible credit 
to thefe eallern conquefts, I alk one quellion, on 
whom are they made ? It is evident, that if we can 
keep our eaftern conquefts, we keep them not at 
the expence of France, but at the expence of Hol- 
land our alli/ ; of Holland the immediate. caufe of 
• the war, tlie nation whom we had undertaken to 
V protect, and not of the republick which it was otir 
bufmefs to deftroy. If we return the African and 
the Afiatick conquefts, we put them into the hands 
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of a nominal ftate (to that Holland is reduced) un- 
able to retain them ; and which will virtually leave 
them under the direc tion of France. If we with- 
hold them, Holland declines Hill more as a ftate. 
She lofes fo much carrying trade and that means 
of keeping up the fmall degree of naval power flie 
holds j for which policy alone, and not for any 
commercial gain Ihe maintains the Cape, or any 
fettlement beyond it. In that cafe, refentment, 
faftion, and even neceflity will throw her more 
and more into the power of the new mifchievous 
republick. But on the probable date of Holland, 
I lliall fay more, when in this correfpondence I 
come to talk over with you the date in which any 
fort of jacobin peace will leave all Europe. 

So far as to the Ead Indies. 

As to the Wed Indies, indeed as to either, if we 
look for matter of exchange in order to ranfom 
Europe, it is eafy to dievv that we have taken a 
terrible roundabout road. I cannot conceive, even 
if, for the fake of holding conqueds there, we 
diould refufe to redeem Holland, and the Andrian 
Netherlands, and the hither Germany, that Spain, 
merely as die is Spain (and forgetting that the 
regicide ambadador governs at Madrid) will fee 
with peidecf fatisfa6tion. Great Britain foie midrefs 
of the Ides. In truth it appears to me, that, when 
, we come to balance our account, we diall find in 
' the propofed peace only the pure, fimple, and 
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unendowed charms of jacobin amity. "Weihallhave 
the fatisfaftion of knowing, that no blood or trea- 
fure has been fpared by the allies for fupport of 
the regicide fyftem. We fhall refleft at leifure on 
one great truth, that it was ten times more eafy 
totally to dellroy the fyftem itfelf, than when efta- 
bliftied, it would be to reduce its power, and that 
this republick, moft formidable abroad, was, of all 
things, tlie weakeft at home; that her frontier 
was terrible, her interiour feeble; that it was matter 
of choice to attack her w'here flie is invincible, 
ai\d to fpare her where Ihe w’as ready to diflblve by 
her own internal diforders. Welhall refle6t, that 
our plan was good neither for offence nor defence. 

It would not be at all difficHilt to prove, that an 
army of a hundred thoufand men, horfe, foot, 
and artilleiy, might have been employed againft 
the enemy on the very foil which he has ufurped 
at a far lefs expence than has been fquandered 
away upon tropical adventures. In thefe adven- 
tures it was not an enemy we had to vanquifti, 
but a cemetery to conquer. In carrying on the 
war in the Weft Indies, the hoftile fword is mer- 
ciful; the country in which we engage is the 
dreadful enemy. There the European conqueror 
finds a cruel defeat in the very fruits of his fuc- 
cefs. Every advantage is but a new demand on 
England for recruits to the Weft Indian grave, 
In a Weft India war* the regicides have for their 
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troops, a race of fierce barbarians, to whom the 
poifoned air, in which our youth inhale certain 
death, is falubrity and life. To them the climate 
is the fureft and moft faithful of allies. 

• Had we carried on the war on the fide of France 
which looks tou^ards the channel or the Atlantick, 
we Ihould have attacked our enemy on his weak 
and unarmed fide. We fiiould not have to reckon 
on the lofs of a man, who did not fall in battle. 
Wefhould have an ally in the heart of the coun- 
try, who to our hundred thoufand, u^ould at one 
time have added eighty thoufand men at the leaft, 
and all animated by principle, by enthufiafm and 
by vengeance ; motives which fecured them to the, 
caufe in a very ditferent manner from fome of 
thofe allies whom we fubfidized with" millions. 
This ally (or rather this principle in the war) by 
the confeflion of the regicide himfelf, was more 
formidable to him than all his other foes united. 
Warring there, we ihould have led our arms to 
the capital of Wrong. Defeated, we could not 
fail (proper precautions taken) of a fure retreat. 
Stationary, and only fupportingtheroyalifts,an im- 
penetrable barrier, an impregnable rampart would 
have been formed between the enemy and his 
naval power. We are probably the only nation 
who have declined to act againft an enemy, when 
it might have been done in his own country; and 
who having an armed, a powerful, and a long 
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victorious ally in that country, declined all cffeAuiil 
co-operation, and I’ufFered him to perifli for .want 
offupport. On the plan ofawar in France, every 
advantage that our allies might obtain, would be 
doubled in its cfl'ect. Difafters on the one fide, 
might have a fair chance of being compenfated by 
victories on the other. Had we brought the main 
of our force to bear upon that quarter, all the ope- 
rations of the Britiih and Imperial crowns would 
have been combined. The war would have had 
Iv’ftem, correfpondence, and a certain dire6tion. 
But as the war has been purfued, the operations 
. of the two crowns have not the fmalleft degree of 
mutual bearing or relation. 

Had acquifitions in the Weft Indies been our 
obje6f, on fuccefs in France, every thing reafou- 
abld in thofe remote parts might be demanded 
with decorum, and juftice, and a lure efteff. 
Well might we call for a recompence in America, 
for thofe fervices U) which Europe owed its fafety. 
Having abandoned this obvious policy connected 
with principle, we have feen the regicide power 
taking fhe reverfe courfe, and making real cob- 
quefts in the Weft Indies, to which all our dear- 
bought advantages (if we could hold them) are 
mean and contemptible. The nobleft ifland w'ithiu 
the tropicks, worth all that we poflefs put toge- 
ther, is, by the vafl'al Spaniard, delivered into her 
hands. The ifland of Hi fpaniola (of which we 
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have but one poor comer, by a flippery hold} is 
perhaps equal to England in extent, and in ferti- 
lity is far fuperiour. The part poflefled by Spain, 
of that great ifland, made for the feat and center 
of a tropical empire, was not improved, to be fure, 
as the French divifion had been, before it was fyf- 
tematically deftroyed by the cannibal republick ; 
but it is not only the far larger, but the far more 
falubrious, and more fertile part. 

It was delivered into the hands of the barbarians 
without, as I can find, any publick reclamation on 
our part, not only in contravention to onfe of the 
fundamental treaties that compofe the publick law 
of Europe, but in defiance of the fundamental colo- 
nial policy of Spain herfelf. This part of the treaty ‘ 
of Utrecht was made for great general ends un- 
queftionabiy ; but whilft it provided for thofe ge- 
neral ends, it was in affirmance of that particular 
policy. It w'as not to injure but to fave Spain by 
making a fettlement of her eftate, which prohibited 
her to alienate to France. It is her policy, not to 
fee the balance of Weft Indian power overturned 
by France or by Great Britain. Whilft the monar- 
chies fubfifted, this unprincipled ceffion w’as w hat 
the influence of the elder branch of the houfe of 
Bourbon never dared to attempt on the younger : 
but cannibal terrour has been more pow’erful than 
family influence. The Bourbon monarchy of Spain 
' « 4 is 
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is united to the repubJick of France, by what may 
be truly called the ties of blood. 

By this meafure the balance of power in the 
Weft Indies is totally deftroyed. It has followed 
the balance of power in Europe. It is not alone 
what lhall be left nominally to the aft'aUlns that is 
theirs. Theirs is the whole empire of Spain in 
America. That ftroke finifltes all. I Ihould be 
glad to fee our fuppliant negotiator in the aft of 
putting his feather to the ear of the direftory, to 
make it unclench the fill ; and by his tickling, to 
charm that rich prize out of the iron gripe of rob- 
bery and ambition ! It does not require much fa- 
gacity to difcern, that no power wholly baffled and 
defeated in Europe, can flatter itfelf with conquefts 
in the Weft Indies. In that ftate of things it can. 
neither keep nor hold. No ! It cannot even Jong 
make war if the grand bank and depofit of its 
force is at all in the Weft Indies. But here a Icene 
opens to my view too important to pafs by, perhaps 
too critical to touch. Is it poffible, that it ihould 
not prefent itfelf in all its relations, to a mind ha- 
bituated to conlider either war or peace on a large 
fcale, or as one whole ? . 

Unfortunately other ideas have prevailed. A re- 
mote, an expenlive, a murderous, and in the end, 
an unprodii6tive adventure, carried on upon ideas 
of mercantile knight-errantry, without any of the 
generous wildnefs of Quixotilm, is confidered as 
, found. 
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found, folid fenfe; and a war in a wholefome cli- 
mate, a war at our door, a war directly on the 
enemy, a war in the heart of his country, a war 
in concert with an internal ally, and in combi- 
nation with the external, is regarded as folly and 
romance. 

My dear friend, I hold it impoflible that thefe 
conliderations diould have efcaped the llatefmen 
on both fides of the water, and on both fides of the 
houle of commons. How a queftion of peace can 
be difcufled without having them in view, I can- 
not imagine. If you or others fee a way out of 
thefe difficulties I am happy. 1 fee indeed a fund 
from whence equivalents will be propofed. 1 fee 
it. But I cannot juft now touch it. It is a quef- 
tion of high moment. It opens another Iliad of 
woes to Europe. 

Such is the time propofed for making n'cemmen 
political peace, to which no one circumftance is^ 
propitious. As to the grand principle of the 
peace, it is left, as if by common confent, wholly 
put of the queftion. . 

. Viewing things in this light, I have frequently 
funk into a degree of defpondency and dejection 
hardly to be deferibed ; yet out of the profoundeft 
depths of this defpair, an impulfe which I have in 
’vain endeavoured to refill, has urged me to raife 
one feeble cry againft this unfortunate coalition 
which is formed at home, in order to make a 
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coalition with France, fubverfive of the whole 
ancient order of the world. No difafter of war, no 
calamity of fcafon, could ever llrike me with half 
the horrour which I felt from what is introduced 
to us by this junction of i)arties, under the footh- 
in" name of peace. AVe are apt to fpeak of a low 
and pufillanimous fpirit as the ordinary caufe 
by which dubious wars terminate in humiliatirg 
treatic.®. It is here the direct contrary. I am 
perfectly aftonifhed at the boldnefs of character, at 
the intrepidity of mind, the firmnefs of nerve, in 
thofe who are able with deliberation to face the 
perils of jacobin fraternity. 

This fraternity is indeed fo terrible in its nature, 
and in its manifeft confequences, that there is no 
way of quieting our appcehenfions about it, but 
by totally putting it out of fight, by fubitituting 
for it, through a fort of periphrafis, fomething of 
gu ambiguous quality, and defcribing fuch a con- 
nexion under the terms of “ the vfnal relations of 
“.peace and amih)." By this nieans the propofed 
fraternity is huflled in the crowd of thofe treaties,’ 
which imply no change in thepublick law of Eu- 
rope, and which do not upon fyftem affeX thedn- 
teriour condition of nations. It is confounded with' 
thofe conventions in which matters of difpute 
among fovereign powers are compromifed, by the 
taking off a duty more or lefs, by the furrender of a 
frontier town, or adifputed diftriXon the one fide 
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or the other; by paftions in which the pretenfion? 
of families are fettled, (as by a conA'eyancer, mak- 
ing family fubftitutions and fucceflions) without 
any alterations in the laws, manners, religion, pri- 
vileges and cuftoms of the cities or territories 
which are the fiibjeft of fuch arrangements. 

All this body of old conventions, compofing the 
vail and voluminous collection called the corps di- 
plomatique, forms the code or ftatute law, as the 
methodized reafonings of the great piiblicifts and 
jurifts fonn the digeft and jurifprudence of the 
Chriftian world. In thefe treafures are to be found 
the iifual relations of peace and amity in civilizetl 
Europe; and there the relations of ancient France 
were to be found amongfl the reft. 

The prefent fyftem in France is not the ancient 
France. It is not the ancient France with ordinaiy 
ambition and ordinary means. It is not a ne\r 
power of an old kind. It is a new power of a new 
fpecies. When fuch a queftionable ihape is to be 
admitted for the firft time into the brotherhood of 
Chrifteudom, it is not a mere matter of idle curio- 
fity to confider how far it is in its nature alliablc 
with the reft, or whether “ the relations of peace 
“ and amity” with this new ftate are likely to be 
of the fame nature with the ufual relations of the 
fiates of Europe, 

The revolution in France had the relation of 
France to other nations as one of its principal 

objefts. 
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oF)je(ts. The changes made by that revolution 
vrere not the better to acconiodate her to the 
old and nfuai relations, but to produce new ones. 
I’he revolution was made, not to make France free, 
but to make her formidable ; not to make her a 
neiglibour, but a miftrefs ; not to make her more 
obfervant of laws, but to put her in a condition 
to impofe them. To make France truly formi- 
dable it n^as neceffary that France Ihould be new- 
modelled. They who have not followed the train 
of the late proceedings, have been led by deceitful 
reprefentations (which deceit made a part in the 
plan) to conceive that this totally new model 
of a date in which nothing efcaped a change, 
was; made wdth a view to its internal relations 
only. 

In the Revolution of France tw'o forts of men 
were principally concerned in giving a charafter 
and determination to its pnrfuits; the philofophers 
and the politicians. They took different way.s, 
but they met in the fame end. The philofophers 
had one predominant objeft, w’hich they purfued 
with a fanatical fury, that i.s, the utter extirpation 
of religion. To that every qneftion of empire was 
fubordinate. They had rather domineer in a pa- 
rifh of atheifts, than rule over a chriftian world. 
Their temporal ambition was wholly fubfervient’ 
to their profelytizing fpirk, in which they were 
not exceeded by Mahomet himfolh 

They 
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The)^ who have made but fuperficial ftudies in 
the natural hiftory of the human mind, have been 
taught to look on religious opinions as the only 
caufe of enthufiaftick zeal, and fectai ian propaga- 
tion. But there is no doftrine whatever, on which 
men can warm, that is not capable of the very fame 
effeft. The focial nature of man impels him to 
propagate his principles, as much as phyfical im* 
pulfes urge him to propagate his kind. The paf- 
fions give zeal and vehemence. The underftand- 
ing beftows defign and fyftem. The whole man 
moves under the difcipline of his opinions. Reli- 
gion is among the moll powerful caufes of en- 
thufiafm. When any thing concerning it becomes 
an objeft of much meditation, it cannot be indif- 
ferent to the mind. They who do not love reli- 
gion, hate it. The rebels to God porfedly abhor 
the author of their being. They hate him “ with 
“ all their heart, with all their mind, with all their 
“ foul, and with all their ftrength,” He never 
prefents himfelf to their thoughts, but to menace 
and alarm them. They cannot ftrike the fun out 
of Heaven, but they are able to raife a fmoulder- 
mg fmoke that obfeures him from their own eyes. 
Not being able to revenge themfelves on God, they 
have a delight in vicarioufly defacing, degrading, 
torturing and tearing in pieces his image in man. 
Let no one judge of them by what he has con- 
ceived of them, when they were not incorporated, 
.... . and 
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and had no lead. They were then only paflenger;* 
in a common vehicle. Tliey were then carried 
along with the general motion of religion in the 
community, and without being aware of it, par- 
took of its influence In that fituation, at worll, 
their nature was left free to counterwork their 
principles.' They defpaired of giving any very ge- 
neral currency to their opinions. They confidered 
them as a referred privilege for the chofen few. 

But wh6n the poffibility of dominion, lead, and 
propagation prefented themfelves, and that the am- 
bition, which before had fo often made them hy- 
pocrites, might rather gain than lofe by a daring 
avowal of their fentiments, then the nature of this 
infernal fpirit, which has evil for its good,” ap- 
peared in its full perfection. Nothing indeed but 
the pofleflion of fome power can with any certainty 
difcover, what at the bottom is the true chara6ter 
of any man. Without reading the fpeeches of 
Vergniaud, Fran^ais of Nantz, Ifnard, and fome 
others of that fort, it would not be eafy to con- 
ceive the palRon, rancour, and malice of their 
tongues and hearts. They worked themfelves up 
to a perfe6t frenzy againft religion and all its pro- 
feflbrs. They tore the reputation of the clergy to 
pieces by their infuriated declamations and invec- 
tives, before they lacerated their bodies by their 
maflacres. This fanatical atheifm left out, we omit 
the principal feature in the French revolution, and 
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• principal confideration with regard to the efFedls 
to be expected from a peace witli it. 

The other fort of men were the politicians. To 
therh who had little or not at all refle6ted on the 
fiibjeft, religion was in itfelf no object of love or 
hatred. They dilbelieved it, and that was all. 
Neutral with regard to that obje6l, they took the 
fide which in the prefent Hate of things might bdl 
anfwer their purpofes. They foon found that they 
could not do without the philofophers ; and the 
philofophers foon made them fenfible, that tlie 
dellruftion of religion was to fupply them with 
means of conqueft fu ll at home, and then abroad. 
The philofophers were the a6live internal agitators, 
and fupplied the fpirit and principles : the fecond 
gave the practical direftion. Sometimes the one 
predominated in the compofition, fometimes the 
other. The only difference betw^een them was in 
the neceffity of concealing the general defign for a 
. time, and in their dealing with foreign nations ; the 
fanaticks going llraight forward and openly, the 
politicians by the furer mode of zigzag. In the 
courfeof events this, among other caufes, produced 
fierce and bloody contentious between them. But 
at the bottom they thoroughly agreed in .all the 
objeds of ambition and irreligion, and fubltan- 
tially in all the means of promoting thefe ends. 

Without quellion, to bring about the unexam- 
pled 
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pled event of the French revolution, the concur* 
rence of a very great number of views and paflions 
was neceffary. In that ftupendous work, no one 
principle by which the human mind may have its 
faculties at once invigorated and depraved, was 
left unemployed ; but I can fpeak it to a certainty, 
and fupport it by undoubted proofs, that the rul- 
ing principle of thofe who a^led in the revolution 
as Jtalefmai, had the exterior aggrandizement of 
France as their ultimate end in the mod minute 
part of the internal changes that were made. We, 
who of late years have been drawn from an atten- 
tion to foreign affairs by the importance of our 
dpmeftick difeuflions, cannot eafily form a concep- 
tion of the general eagernefs of the a6tive and ener- 
getick part of the French nation, itfelf the mod ac- 
tive and energetick of all nations, previous to its 
revolution, upon that fubje6l. I am convinced 
that the foreign fpeculators in France, under the 
old government, were twenty to one of the fame 
defeription then or now in England ; and few of 
that defeription there were, who did not emulouffy 
fet forward the revolution. The whole official 
fydem, particularly in the diplomatick part, the re- 
gulars, the irregulars, down to the clerks in office, 
(a corps, without all comparifon, more numerous 
than the fame amongd us) co-operated in it. All 
the intriguers in foreign politicks, all the fpies, all 
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the intelligencers, aO^ually Or late in funftion, all 
the candidates for that fort of employment, afled 
folely upon that principle. 

On that fyftem of aggrandizement there was but 
one mind; but two violent faftions arofe about the 
means. The firft wilbed France, diverted from the 
politicks of the continent, to attend folely to her 
marine, to feed it by an increafe of commerce, and 
tliereby to overpower England on her own element. 
They contended, that if England were difabled, 
the powers on the continent would fall into their 
proper fubordination; that it was England which 
deranged the whole continental fytlem of Europe. 
The others, who were by far the more numerous, 
though not the moll outwardly prevalent at court, 
confidered this plan for France as contrary to her 
genius, her fituation, and her natural means. 
They agreed as to the ultimate object, the reduc- 
tion of the Britidi power, and if poffible, its naval 
power ; but they confidered an afcendancy on the 
continent asa neoeflary preliminary to that under- 
taking. They argued, that the proceedings of 
England herfelf had proved the foundnefs of this 
policy. That her greateft and ablell ftatefmen had 
not confidered the fupport of a continental balance 
againft France as a deviation from the principle of 
her naval power, but as one of the moll elfeftual 
modes of carrying it into elfeft. That fuch had 
been her policy ever fince the revolutionj during 
VoL. Vm, R whicli 
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■which period the naval firength of great Britain 
had gone on increafmg in the dire6t ratio of her, 
interference In the politicks of the continent. 
With nuicli ftronger reafon ought the politicks of 
France to take the fame diredion; as well for pur- 
fuing objeds which her fituation would dictate 
to her, though England had no exiftence, as for 
counterafting the jroliticks of that nation ; to 
France continental politicks are primary; they 
looked on them only of fecondary confideration 
to England, and however neceffary, but as means 
neceflary to an end. 

What is truly aftonilhing, the partifans of thofe 
two oppofite fyliems were at once prevalent, and at 
once employed, and in the very fame tranfaciions, 
the one oftenfiblj^, the other fecretly, during the 
latter part of the reign of Louis XV. Nor was 
there one court in which an ambaffador refided on 
the part of the minifters, in which another as a fpy 
on him did not alfo refide on the part of the king. 
They who purfued the fcheme for keeping peace on 
tlie continent, and particularly with Auftria, ading 
oflicially and publickly, the otiier fadion counter- 
a6ting and oppofing them. 'I'hefe private agents 
■tt'ere continually going from their fundion to the 
Baflile, and from the BaftiJe to employment, and 
favour again. An inextricable cabal was formed, 
fome of perfons of rank, others of fubordinates^ 
But by this means the corps of politicians was 
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augmented in number, and the whole formed a 
body of aQ;ive, adventuring, ambitious, difcon- 
tented people, defpifing the regular minillry, def- 
pifing the courts at which they were employed* 
defpifing the court which employed them. 

I'he unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth * was not 
the firft caufe of the evil by which he futfered. He 

came to it, as to a fort of inheritance, by the falfe 
politicks of his immediate predeceffor. This fyllem 
of dark and perplexed intrigue had come to its per- 
fection before he came to the throne ; and even then 
the revolution ftrongly operated in all its caufes. 

There was no point on which the difcontented 
diplomatick politicians fo bitterly arraigned their 

* It may be right to Jo jullice to Louis XVI. He did what 
he could to deftroy the double diplomacy of France. He had all 
the fccrct correfpondence burnt, except one piece, which wa* 
cii\U:d, Conjti^iuresraijonnecs fur hi Jituationdela I'l ance danslcf^- 
teine 'poUihf iie de V Europe; a work executed by M. Favier, under 
the direction of count Broglie. A fiiigle copy of this was faid to 
have been found in the cabinet of Louis XVI. It was publilheJ 
with fome fubi'equent (late papers of Vergennes, Turgot, and 
’ others, as, “ a new benefit of the revolution;’' and the adver- 
tifement to the publication ends with the following words " II 
fern facile de feconvuincre, <]u‘ y compris meme la kevolutios, 
ert grande panic, o'H trolve datjs ces memoires et ses con- 
jectures LE cerme ue tout ce ou’arriv.v aujourd’hlt, ^ 
ju’on nepeut fans Ics avoir lus, krehien au fait des int^cts, If 
meme des vues nSaelles des diterfes puifunces de V Europe." The 
book is entitled. Politique de tous les Cabinets de V Europe pendant 
les regnes de Louis XV. if Louis XVI. It is altogether very 
curious, and worth reading. 
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cabinet, as for the decay of French influence in all 
others. From quarrelling with the court, they be- 
giin to complain of monarchy itfelf; asafyftem of 
government too variable for any regular plan of 
national aggrandizement. They obferved, that in 
that fort of regimen too much depended on the 
perfonal charader of the prince ; that the vicifli- 
tudes produced by the fucceflion of princes of a 
diflerent charaffter, and even the viciflitudes pro- 
duced in the fame man, by the different views and 
inclinations belonging to youth, manliood, and age, 
difturbed and dnlradled the policy! of a country 
made by nature for extenfive empire, or w'hat was 
Hill more to their tafle, for that fort of general 
over-ruling influence which prepared empire or 
fupplied the place of it. They had continually in 
their hands the obfervations of Machiavd on Livy^ 
They had Mont efquieiC s Grandeur Decadence des 
Jtomains as a manual; and they compared with 
mortification the fyftematick proceedings of a 
Roman fenate with the fiu5( nations of a monarchy. 
They obferved, the very fmall additions of territory 
which all the power of France, aftuated by all the 
ambition of France, had acquired in two centuries^ 
The Romans had frequently acquired more in a 
Angle year. They feverely and in every part of it 
criticifed the reign of Louis the XIV, whofe irregu- 
lar and defultory ambition had more provoked .than 
endangered Europe. Indeed, they who \^ill be at 
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the pains of ferioufly confidering the hiftory of 
that period will fee, that thofe French politicians 
had fome reafon. They who will not take the 
trouble of reviewing it through all its wars and 
all its negotiations, will confult the tliort but judi- 
cious criticifinof the marquis de Montalembert on 
that fubjeft. It may be read feparately from his 
ingenious fyfteiu of fortification and military de- 
fence, on the practical merit of which I am un- 
able to form a Judgement. 

The diplomatick politicians of whom I fpeak, 
and who formed by far the majority in that clafs, 
made difadvantageous comparifons even between 
their more legal and formalifing monarchy, and 
the monarchies of other ftates, as a fyftem of power 
and influence. They obferved, that France not 
only loft ground herfelf, but through the langour 
and unfteadinefs of her purfuits, and from her aim- 
ing through commerce at naval force which flio 
never could attain without lofingmore on one fide 
than llie could gain on the other, three great 
powers, each of them (as military ftates) capable 
of balancing her, had grown up on the continent, 
Ruflia and Prullia had been created almoft within 
memory} and Auflria, though not a new power, 
and even curtailed in territory, was by the very 
collifion in which flieloft that territory, greatly im- 
proved in her military difdipline and force. During 
,thc reign of Maria Thcrefa the interiour tcconomy 
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of the country was made more to correfpond with 
the fiipport of great armies than formerly it had 
been. As to Prufiia, a merely military power, they 
obferved that one v.ar had enriched her with a.s 
coufiderable a conqueli as France had acquired in 
centuries. Ruffia had broken the Turkiili power 
by which Aullria might be, as formerl}' the had 
been, balanced in favour of France. They felt it 
with pain, that the two northern powers of Swe- 
den and Denmark w'ere in general under the fway 
of Ruffia; or that at heft, France kept up a very 
doubtful confli6t, with many fluftuations of for- 
tune, and at an enormous expence in Sweden. In 
Holland, the French party feemed, if not extin- 
guilhed, at lead utterly obfcured, and kept under 
by a ftadtholder, leaning for fupport fometimes on 
Great Britain, fometimes on Pruffia, fometimes on 
both, never on France. Even the fpreading of the 
Bourbon family had become merely a family ac- 
commodation; and had little efi'eft on the national 
politicks. This alliance, they faid, extinguithecl' 
Spain by deftroying all its energy, without adding 
any thing to the real power of France in the ac- 
ceffion of the forces of its great rival. In Italy, the 
fame family accommodation, the fame national in- 
fjgnificance were equally vifible. What cure for 
the radical wcaknefs of the French monarchy, to 
which all the means which wit could devife, or na- 
ture and fortune could beftow, towards univerfal 
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empire, was not of force to give life, or vigour, 
or confiftencv, — but in a republick ? Out the 
word came ; and it never went back. 

Whether they reafoned right or wrong, or that 
there was fome mixture of right and wrong in 
their reafoning,Iam fure,thatiu this manner they 
felt and reafoned. The cUfferent effefts of a great 
military and ambitious republick, and of a mo- 
narchy of the fame defcription were conftantly in 
their mouths. The principle was ready to operate 
when opportunities tliould offer, which few of them 
indeed forefaw in the extent in which they were , 
afterwards prefented ; but thefe opportunities, in 
fome degree or other, they all ardently wifhed for. 

When I was in Paris in 1773, the treaty of 1756, 
between Auftria and Franco was deplored as a na- 
tional calamity; becaufe it united France in friend- 
fliip with a power, at whofe expence alone they 
could hope any continental aggrandizement. When 
the firft partition of Poland was made, in which 
France had no fliare, and which had farther ag- 
gi andized every one of the three powers of which 
they were moft jealous, I found them in a periedl? 
phrenzy of rage and indignation: not that they 
" were hurt at the lliotking and uncoloured violence 
and injuftice of that partition, but at the debility, 
improvidence, and waut of activity in their govern- 
ment, in not preventing it as a means of aggran- 
dizement to their rivals, or in not contriving, by 
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exchanges of fome kind or other, to obtain their 
ihare of advantage from that robbery. 

In that or nearly in that Hate of things and of 
opinions, came the Aultrian match; which promifed 
to draw the knot, as afterwards in efl’eCt it did 
ftill more clofely between the old rival houfes. 
This added exceedingly to their hatred and con- 
tempt of their monarchy. It was for this reafon 
that the late glorious queen, who on all accounts 
was formed to produce general love and admira- 
tion, and whofe life was as mild and beneficent as 
her death was beyond example great and heroick, 
became fo very foon and fo very much the object 
of an implacable rancour, never to be extinguidied 
but in her blood. When I wrote my letter in an- 
fwer to M. de Menonville,in the beginning of Ja- 
nuary 1791, T had good reafon for thinking that 
this defcription of revolutionifts did not fo early 
nor fo fteadily point their murderous deCgns at 
the martyr king as at the royal heroine. It was 
accident, and the momentary depreffion of that 
part ol’ the fadlion, that gave to the hulband the 
happy priority in death. 

From this their relllefs delire of an over-ruling 
influence, they bent a very great part of their de- 
figns and efiorts to revive the old French party, 
which was a democratick party in Holland, and to 
make a revolution there. They were happy at the 
troubles which the Angular imprudence of Jofeph 

the 


Digitized by Googl 



REGICIDE EEACE. 249 

the fecond had ftirred up in the Andrian Nether- 
lands. They rejoiced, w hen they fa".' him irritate 
his fubjefts, profefs pliilofophy, fend away the 
Dutch garrifons, and difraantle his fortifications. 
As to, Holland, they never forgave either the king 
or the minidry, for fudering that objeft, which they 
judly looked on as principal in their dedgn of re- 
ducing the power of England, to efcape out of their 
hands. This was the true fecret of the commer- 
cial treaty, made, on their part, againd all the old 
rules and principles of commerce, with a view of 
diverting the Englilh nation, by a purfuit of im- 
mediate profit, from an attention to the progrefs 
of France in its defigns upon that republick. The 
fyftem of the oeconomids, which led to the general 
opening of commerce, facilitated that treaty, but 
did not produce it. They were in defpair when 
they found that by the vigour of Mr. Pitt, fnp- 
ported in this point by Mr. Fox and the oppofition, 
the objeft, to which they had facrificed their ma- 
nufaftures, w'as lodto their ambition. 

This eager dedre of raiding France from the 
condition into which die had fallen, as they con- 
ceived, from her monarchical imbecility, had been 
the main fpring of their precedent interference in 
that unhappy American quarrel, the bad effe^is of 
W'hich to this nation have not, as yet, fully difcloled 
themfelves. Thefe fentiments had been long lurk- 
ing in their breads, though their views were only 
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difcovered now and then, in heat and as by efcapcs ; 
but on this occafion they exploded fuddenly. They 
, were profefled with oftentation, and propagated 
with zeal. Thefe fentiments were not produced 
as fome think, by their American alliance. The 
American alliance was produced by their republi- 
can principles and republican policy. This new 
relation undoubtedly did much. The difcourfes 
and cabals that it produced, the intercourfe that it 
eflablifhed, and aboveall, the example, which made 
it feem prafticable to eflablilh a republick in a 
great extent of country, finifhed the work, and 
gave to that part of the revolutionary faction a 
degree of ftrength, which required other energies 
than the late king poflefl’ed, to refift, or even to 
rellrain. It fpread every w'here; hut it was no 
where more prevalent than in the heart of the 
court. The palace of Verfailles, by its language, 
feemed a forum of democracy. To have pointed 
out to moft of thofe politicians, from their difpo- 
fitions and movements, what has fmee happened, 
the fall of their own monarchy, of their ow n laws, 
of their own religion, w'ould have been to furnifli a 
motive the more for pulhing forward a fyftem on 
which they confidered all thefe things as incum- 
brances. Such in truth they were. And we have 
feen them fuccced not only in the deftru6tion of 
their monarchy; but in all the obje61s of ambition 
that they propofed from that deftruction. 

When 
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When I contemplate the fcheme on which France 
is formed, and when I compare it with thefe fyf- 
tems, with which it is and evermnft be in conflit’l, 
thofe things which feem as defects in her polity, 
are the very things which make me tremble. The 
flates of the Chriftian world have grown up to their 
prefent magnitude in a great length of time, and 
by a great variety of accidents. They have been 
improved to what we fee them with greater or lefs 
degrees of felicity and (kill. Not one of them has 
been formed upon aregular plan or with any unity 
of defign. As their conftitutions are not fyftema- 
tical, they have not been direfted to any peculiar 
end,eminently diftinguiflied,and fuperfeding every 
other. The objects whici/they embrace are of the 
greateft poflible variety, and have become in a man- 
ner infinite. In all thefe old countries the Hate 
has been made to the people, and not the people 
conformed to the ftate. Every ftate lias purfued, 
not only every fort of focial advantage, but it has 
cultivated the welfare of every individual. His 
wants, his withes, even his taftes have been con- 
fulted. This comprehenfive fcheme, virtually pro- 
duced a degree of perfonal liberty in forms the nioft 
adverfe to it. That liberty was found, under mo- 
narchies tliled abfolute, in a degree unknown to 
the ancient commonwealths. From hence the 
powers of all our modern ftates, meet in all their 
movements, w’ith fome obllruction. It is therefore 
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no wonder that when thefe dates are to he con- 
fidered as machines to operate for foine one great 
end, that this diflipated and balanced force is not 
eafily concentered, or made to bear with the whole 
force of the nation upon one point. 

The liritifli date is, without (juedion, that which 
purfues the greated variety of ends, and is the lead 
difpofedto facrifice any one of them to another, or 
to the whole. It aims at taking in the entire circle 
of human dedres, and fecuriug for them their fair 
enjoyment. Our legidature has been ever clofely 
connefted in its mod efficient part, with individual 
feeling, and individual intered. Perfonal liberty, 
the mod lively of thefe feelings and the mod im- 
portant of thefe intereds, which in other European 
countries has rather arifen from the fydem of man- 
ners and the habitudes of life, than from the laws 
of the date, (in which it flouridied more from neg- 
lect than attention) in England, has been a direft 
object of government. 

On this principle England would be the weaked 
power in the whole fydem. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the great riches of this kingdom arifing from 
a variety of caufes, and the difpofition of the peo- 
ple, which is as great to fpetid as to accumulate, 
has eafily afi'orded a difpofeable furplus that gives a 
mighty momentum to the date. This difficulty, 
with thefe advantages to overcome it, has called 
forth the talents of the Englifli financiers, who, by 
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the furplus of induftry poured out by prodigality, 
have outdone every thing which has been accora- 
plillied in other nations. The prefent minifier has 
outdone hi.s predeceffors; and as a minifier of re- 
venue, is far above my power of praife. But ftill 
there are cafes in which England feels more than 
feveral others, (though they all feel) the perplexity 
of an immenfe body of balanced advantages, and 
of individual demands, and of forae irregularity in 
the whole mafs. 

France differs effentially from all thofe govern-' 
ments which are formed without fyftein, which 
exift by habit, and which are confufed with the 
multitude, and with the complexity of their pur- 
fuits. What now ftands as government in France 
is ftnick out at a heat. The defign is wicked, im ' 
moral, impious, oppreffive; but it is fpirited and 
daring; it is fyftematick; it is fimple in its prin- 
ciple; it has unity and confiftency in perfe6lion. 
In that country entirely to cut off a branch of 
commerce, to extinguifli a manufafture, to defiroy 
the circulation of money, to violate credit, to fuf- 
pend the courfe of agriculture, even to burn a city, 
or to lay wafte a province of their own, does not 
coll them a moment’s anxiety. To them the will,’ 
the wilh, the want, the liberty, the toil, 'the blood of 
individuals is as nothing. Individuality is left out 
of their fcheme of government. The Itate is all 
in all. Every thing is referred to the produftion 
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of force; afterwards, every thing is trufted to the 
life of it. It is military in its principle, in its 
maxims, in its fpirit, and in all its movements. 
The Hate has dominion and conquell I'or its foie 
objedls; dominion over minds by profelytifm, over 
bodies by arms. 

Thus confiituted, with an immenfe body of na- 
tural means which are leflened in their amount 
only to be increafed in their effect, France has, 
fince the accomplifliment of the revolution, a com- 
plete unity in its direction. It hasdeftroyed every 
fefource of the ftate, which depends upon opinion 
and the good-will of individuals. The riches of 
convention difappear. The advantages of nature 

fome meafure remain : eveu thefe, I admit, are 
aftonifhingly leflened; the command over what 
remains is complete and abfolute. We go about 
afking when aflignats w ill expire, and we laugh at 
the laft price of them. But w hat fignifies the fate 
of thofe tickets of defpotifm.? The defpotifm will 
find defpotick means offupply. They have found 
the fliort cut to the produdtions of nature, w hile 
others in purfuit of them, are obliged to wind 
through the labyrinth of a very intricate flate of 
fociety. They feize upon the fruit of the labour, 
they feize upon the labourer himfelf. Were 
France but half of what it is in population, in 
compa&nefs, in applicability of its force, fituated as 
it is, and being what it is, it w'ould be too ftrongfor 
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nioft of the ftates of Europe, conllituted as they 
are, and proceeding as they proceed. AVouldit 
be wife to eftimate what the world of Europe, as 
well as the world of Afia, had to dread from Gen. 
ghiz Khan, upon a contemplation of the refources 
of the cold and barren fpot in the remotell 1 ar- 
tary, from whence firll ifl'ued that fcourge of the 
human race? Ought we to judge from the excife 
and ftamp duties of the rocks, or from the paper, 
circulation of the fands of Arabia, the power by 
which Mahomet and his tribes laid hold at once 
on the two mod powerful empires of the world ; ' 
beat one of them totally to the ground, broke to 
pieces the other, and, in not much longer fpace of 
time than I have lived, overturned governments* 
laws, manners, religion, and extended an empire 
from the Indus to the Pyrenees? 

Material refources never have fupplied, nor ever 
can fupply the want of unity in defign and con-, 
ftancy in purfuit. But unity in defign, and per- 
feverance, and boldnefs in purfuit, have never 
wanted refources and never will. AVe have not 
confidered as we ought the dreadful energy of a 
date, in which the property has nothing to do 
with the government. Reflect, my dear fir, refleo! 
again and again on a government, in which the 
property is in complete fubjeclion, and where no- 
thing rules but the mind of defperate men. The 
condition of a commonw'ealth not governed by its 
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property was a combination of things, which the 
learned and ingenious fpeculator Harrington, who 
has tolled about fociety into all forms, never could 
imagine to be poflible. We have feen it ; the 
world has felt it; and if the world will lliut their 
eyes to this ftate of things, they will feel it more. 
The rulers there have found their refources in 
crimes. The difcovery is dreadful: the mine ex- 
hauftlefs. They have every thing to gain, and 
tliey have nothing to lofe. They have a bound- 
lefs inheritance in hope ; and there is no medium 
for them, betwixt the highell elevation, and death 
with infamy. Never can they who from the mife- 
rable fervitude of the delk have been raifed to em- 
pire, again fubmit to tlie bondage of a ftarving 
bureau, or the profit of copying mufick, or writing 
plaidoyers by the flieet. It has made me often 
fmilc in bitternefs, when I have heard talk of au 
indemnity to fuch men, provided they returned to 
their allegiance. 

From all this, ivhat is my inference? It is, that 
this new fyftem of robbery in France, cannot be 
rendered fafe by any art; that it mvji be deftroyed, 
or that it will deftroy all Europe; ’hat to deftroy 
that enemy, by fome means or other, the force op- 
pofed to it fhould be made to bear fome analogy 
and refemblance to the force and fpirit which that 
fyftem exerts ; that war ought to be made againft 
it, in its vulnerable parts, Thefe are my inferences. 

In 
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fences. In one word, with this republick no*thing 
independent can co-exift. The errours of Louis the 
XVlth were more pardonable to prudence, than 
any of thofe of the fame kind into which the allied 
courts may fall. They have the benefit of his 
dreadful example. 

The unhappy Louis XVI. was a man of the beft 
intentions that probably ever reigned. lie was 
by no means deficient in talents. He had a moll 
laudable delire to fupply by general reading, and 
even by the acquifition of elemental knowledge, 
an education in all points originally defective; but 
nobody told him (and it was no wonder he Ihoiild 
not himfelf divine it) that the world of which he 
read, and the world in which he lived, were no 
longer the fame. Defirous of doing every thing 
for the beft, fearful of cabal, diltrufting his own 
judgment, he fought his minifters of all kinds 
upon publick teftimony. But as courts arc the field 
for caballers, the publick is the tliealrc lor moun- 
'tebaiiks and impollors. The cure for both thofe 
evils is in the difcerninent of the prince. But an 
accurate and penetrating difcerninent is what in a 
young prince could not be looked for. : 

His conduft in its principle was not unwife ; 
but, like molt other of his welbmeant deligns, it 
failed in his hands. It failed partly Iron; inerc ill 
fortune, to which fpeculators are rarely, pleated to 
affign that very large lliare to which flie is jnftly 

VoL. VIII. S cntitleir 


Digitized by Google 


£58 |. 1 !:tters ov a 

‘entitled in all human affairs. The failure, perhaps, 
jn part, was owing to hisfuffering his fyflem to be 
vitiated and difturbed by thofe intrigues which it 
js, humanly fpeaking,impoff]ble wholly to prevent 
in courts, oi--indeed under any form of govern- 
jjient. However, with thefe aberrations, he gave 
himfelf over to a fucceffion of the ftatefmen of 
publick opinion. In other things he thought that 
he might be a king on the terms of his predecef- 
fors. He was confcious of the purity of his heart 
‘and the general good tendency of his government. 
He flattered himfelf, as mofl men in his fituation 
will, that he might confult his eafe without danger 
to his hifety. It is not at all wonderful that both 
he and his minifters, giving way abundantly ;n 
other refpefts to innovation, fliould take up in po- 
licy with the tradition of their monarchy, Under 
his anceftors the monarchy had fuhlifted, and even 
been ftrengthened, by the generation or fupport of 
republicks, Firft, the Svvifs republicks grew under 
the guardian/hip of the French monarchy. The 
Dutch republicks were hatched and cheriflied um 
der the fame incubation, Afterwards, a repub- 
lican conftitution was, under tlie influence of 
France, eftabliflied in the empire againft the pre- 
tenfions of its chief. Even whilft the monarchy 
Of France, by a feries of wars and negotiations, 
and laftly by the treaties of Weftphalia, had ob- 
tained the eftablilhment of the proteliants in. Ger-. 
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many as a law of the empire, the fame monarchy 
under Louis the Xlllth, had force enough to de- 
ftroy the republican fyftem of the protellants at 
home, 

Louis theXVIth was a diligent reader ofhiftory* 
But the very lamp of prudence blinded him. The 
guide of human life led him aftray. A filent re- 
volution in the moral world preceded the political, 
and prepared it. It became of more importance 
than ever what examples were given, and w'hat 
meafures were adopted. Their caufes no longer 
lurked in the receflesof cabinet.s, or in the private 
confpiracies of the factious. They were no longer 
to be controlled by the force and influence of the 
grandees, who formerly had been able to ftir up 
troubles by their difcontents, and to quiet them 
by their corruption. The chain of fubordinatioh 
even in cabal and fedition, was broken in its laofi * 
important links. It was no longer the great and 
the populace. Other interefts were formed, other 
dependencies, other connexions, other communi* 
cations. The middle clafles had fwelled far beyond 
their former proportion. Like whatever is the 
moft effedively rich and great in fociety, thefe 
clafles became the feat of all the active politicks; 
and the preponderating weight to decide on them. 
There were all the energies by which fortune is 
acquired; there the confequence of their fuccefs. 
There were all the talents which aflert their pre- 
s % tenfions^ 
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friendly to liberty, adverfe to that mode of it. He ' 
was’furrounded by a rampart of- monaPcbies, Bftoft 
of them allied to him, and generally under his in- 
fluence. Yet even thus fecured, a republick ere6t* 
ed’ under his aufpices, and dependent- on his po\vei> 
became fatal to his throne. 'Flie very money 
which he had lent to fupport Ibis republick, by ar 
good faith, which to him operated as perfidy, was 
pundlually paid to his enemies, and became a jre- 
fource in the hands of his aflallins. 

With this example before their eyes, do any 
jninifters in England, do any minifters in Auftriai 
really flatter themfelves, that they can ereft, not 
on the remote flio res of the Atlantick, but in their 
view, in their vicinity, in abfolute contaft with 
one of them, not a commercial but a martial re- 
publick — a republick not of firaple hufbandmen 
or fifliermen, but of intriguers and of warriors — 
a republick of a charafter the mofl reftlefs, the moft 
enterprifing, the moft impious, the moft fierce and 
bloody, the moft hypocritical and perfidious, the 
moft bold and daring that ever has been feen, or 
indeed that can be conceived to exift, without 
bringing on their own certain ruin ? 

Such is the republick to which we are going 
to give a place in civilifed fellowfhip: The repub» 
lick, 'which with joint confent we are going to 
eftablifli in the centre of Europe, in a poft that 
N#verlooks and commands evecy other ilate, and 
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tx’hicJi eminently confronts and menaces this king* 
dom. 

You cannot fail to obferv-e, that I fpeak as if the 
allied powers were actually confenting, and not 
compelled by events to the eftabliflimcnt of this 
faftion in France. The words have not efcaped 
me. You will hereafter naturally expedt that I 
fhould make them good. But whether in adopt- 
ing this meafure we are madly a^live, or weakly 
paOive, or pnfillanimbufly panick-ftruck, the ef- 
fe6ts will be the fame. You may call this iad:ion, 
which has eradicated the monarchy, — expelled the 
proprietary, perfocuted religion, and trampled upon 
law,* — yon maycall this France if you plehfe: but 
of the ancient France nothing remains^ but its 
central geography; its iron frontier; it$ fpirit of 
ambition; its audacity of enterprife; its perplexing 
intrigue. These and these alone remain'; and 
they remain heightened in their princijde and aug- 
mented in their means. All the former correc- 
tives, whether of virtue or of weaknefs, which ex- 
illed in the old monarchy, are gone. No fingle new 
correftive is to be found in the whole body of the 
new inflitutions. Howlhould fuch a thing be found 
there, when every thing has been chofen with care 
and feleftion to forward all thofe ambitious deligns 
and difpofitions, not to control them ? The whole 
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is a bodj of ways and means for the fnpply of 
dominion, without one heterogeneous particle 
in it. 

Here 1 fuffer you to breathe, and leave to your 
meditation what has occurred to me on the gt;niiii 
and chara&er of the French revolution. , From 
having this before us, we may be better able to de- 
termine on the firft queftion I pro)>ofed, that is, 
how far nations, called foreign, are likely to be af- 
fe6ied with the fyftem eftablilhed within that ter- 
ritory. I intended to proceed next on the queilion 
of her facilities, from the internal fiate of other na^ 
tionSf and particularly of this, for obtaining her 
ends : but I ought to be aware, that my notiojas 
are controverted. — I mean, therefore, in my next 
letter, to take notice of what, in that way, has been 
recoiQmended to me as the moft deferring of no- 
tice. In the examination of thofe pieces, I lhall 
have opcaiion to difcufs fome others of the topicks 
to which I have called your attention. You know, 
that the letters which I now fend to the prefs, as 
well as a part of what is to follow, have been in 
their fubftance long fince written. A circumftance 
which your partiality alone could make of impor- 
tance to you, but which to the publick is of no 
importance at all, retarded their appearance. The 
late events which prefs upon us obliged me to 
make fome additions { but no fubftantial change 
in the matter. 

s 4 This 
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This dlfcuffion, my friend, will be long. But 
the matter is ferlouS ; mid if ever the fate of the 
world could be truly faid to depend on a particular 
meafure, it is upon this peace. For the prefent, 
farewel. " 
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LEITER III. 


On the Rupture of the Negotiation-, the Terms of 
Peace propofeil and the Refources of the C-ountiy 
for the Continuance of the War. 


©Em SIR, 

I THANK-you for the bundle of ftate-papers, 
which I received yellerday, I have travelled 
through the Negotiation ; and a fad, founderous 
road it is. There is a fort of (landing jeft againft 
my countrymen, that one of them on his journey 
having found apiece of pleafant road, he propofed 
to his companion to go over it again. This pro- 
pofal, with regard to the worthy traveller’s final 
deftination, “was certainly a blunder. It was no 
blunder as to his immediate fatisfaftion : for the 
way was pleafant. In the irkfome journey of the 
regicide negotiations, it is otherwife : our “ paths 
« are not paths of pleafantnefs, nor our ways the 
« ways to pe^e.” All our miftakes (if fuch they 
are) like thofe of our Hibernian traveller, are mif- 
takesof repetition; and they will be full as far 
from bringing us to our place of reft, as his well 
confidered proje^l was from forwarding him to his 
* ' inn. 
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inn. Yet I fee we perfevere. Fatigued with oul* 
former courfe ; too litilcfs to explore a new one; 
kept in aftion by incitnefs ; moving only becaufe 
we have been in motion ; with a fort of plodding 
perfeverance, we refolveto meafnrc back again the 
very famejoylefs, hopelefs, and inglorious track. 
Backward and forward ; ofcillation not progref- 
fion; much going in a fcanty fpace ; the travels of 
a poftillion, miles enough to circle the globe in one 
flioi t Itage; we have been, and we are yet to be 
jolted and rattled over the loofe, mifplaced ftones, 
and the treacherous hollows of this rough, ill kept, 
broken up, treacherous French caufeway ! 

The declaration which brings up the rear of the 
papers laid before parliament, contains a review and 
a reafoned fummary of all our attempts, and all our 
failures; aconcife but corred narrative of the pain- 
ful Heps taken to bring on the ellay of a treaty at 
Paris ; a clear expofure of all the rebuffs we received 
in the progrefs of that experiment ; an houell cen- 
feffion of our departure from all the rules and all 
the principles of political negotiation, and of com- 
mon prudence, in the coudud of it; and to crown 
the whole, a fair account of the atrocious man- 
ner in which the regicide enemies had broken up 
what had been fo inaufpicioufly begun and fo feebly . 
carried on, by finally, and with all fcorn, driving 
our fuppliant ambalfador, out of the limits of their 
ufurpation. 

Even 
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Even after all that I Inve latelj- feen, I was a 
little furprifecl at this expofure. A minute cliiplay 
©fhopes formed without toundation, aiul ol labours 
purfued without fruit, is athing not very flattering 
to felf-eflimation. But truth has its rights, and it 
will alfertthem. The declaration, after doing all 
this with a mortifying candour, concludes the 
whole recapitulation with an engagement llill more 
extriiord inary than all the unufual matter it con- 
tains. It fays, “ That his majefty, who had en- 
“ tered into this negotiation with good faith, who 
“ has fuffered no impediment to prevent his pro- 
“ fecuting it with earnefnefs and fincerity, has now 
“ only to latnent'xts abrupt termination, and to renew 
mtlieface ofallEitrope the f^lemn declaration, that 
“ whenever Ins enemies thall be difpofed to enter 
upon the work of general pacification in a fpirit 
“ of conciliation and equity, nothing fliall be 
" wanting on his part to contribute to the accom- 
pliihment of that great object.” 

If the difgulling detail oftlie accumulated, in- 
fults we have received, in what we have pro- 
perly called our “ felicitation, ” to a gang of felons 
and murderers, had been produced as a proof of the 
utter inefficacy of that mode of proceeding with 
that defeription of perfons, I Ihould have nothing 
at all to objedl to it. It might furniih matter con. 
cluftve m argument, and inftruflive in policy : but 

with 


Digitized by Google 



ifo X.ETTIXS ON A 

with all due fubmidlon to high authority, and 
with all decent deference to fuperior lights, it does 
not feem quite clear to a difceriunent no better 
than mine, that the premifes in that piece conduft 
irsefiftibly to the conclufion. A laboured difplay 
of the ill confequences .which have attended an 
uniform courfe of fubmiffion to every mode of con- 
tumelious infult, with which the defpotifm of a 
proud, capricious, infulting and implacable foe has 
chofen to buffet our patience, does not appear, to 
my poor thoughts, to be properly brought forth as 
a preliminary to juftify a refolution of perfevering 
in the very fame kind of condud towards the very 
fame fort of perfon, and on the very fame prin- 
ciples. We fiate our experience, and then we 
come to the manly refolution of afting in contra- 
diftion to it. All that has paffed at Paris, to the 
moment of our being fliamefully hiffed off that 
ftage, has been nothing but a more folemn repre- 
fentation, on the theatre of the nation, of what 
had been before in rehearfal at Bade. As it is not 
only confeffed by us, but made a matter of charge 
on the enemy, that he had given us no encourage- 
ment to believe there was a change in his difpofition 
or in hispolicy at any timefubfequent to the period 
of his rejefting our firll overtures, there feems to 
have been no affignable motive for fending Lord 
Malmefbury to Paris, except to expofe his humbled 

country 
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country to the woi'ft indignities and the firft of 
the kind, as the declaration very truly obferves^ 
that have been known in the world of negotiation* 

An honeft neighbour of mine is not altogether 
unhappy in the application of an old common ftory 
to a prefent occafion. It may be faid of my friend 
what Horace fays of a neighbour of his, “ garrii 
« anilfs ex re fabeUas," Converiing on tliis ftrange 
fubject, he told me a current ftory of afimple Eng- 
lilh country 'fquire, who wasperfuaded by certain 
dilettanti of his acquaintance to fee the world, 
and to become knowing in men and manners. 

Among other celebrated places, it was recom- 
mended to him to vifit Conftantinople. He took 
their advice. After various adventures, not to our 
p^rpofe to dwell upon, he happily arrived at that 
famous city. As foon as he had a little repofed 
himfelf from his fatigue, he took a walk into the 
ftreets; but he had not gone far, before a “ malig- 
“ nant and aturban’d Turk” had his choler roufed 
by the carelefs and affured air, with which this 
infidel ftrutted about in the metropolis of true 
believers. In this temper he loft no time in doing 
to our traveller the honours of the place. The 
Turk crpffed over the way, and with perfect good- 
will gave him two or three lufty kicks on the feat 
of honour. To refent, or to return the compliment 
in Turkey, was quite out of the queftion. Our 
traveller, fjnce h« could no otherwife acknowledge 

this 
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.this kind of farour, received it with the heft grace 
in the world — he made one of his mod ceremonious 
bows, and begged the kicking muffulman, “ to ac- 
“ cept his perfed alTiirances of high ccnfideration.” 
Our countrvman was too wife to Imitate Othello in 
the ufe of the dagger. He thought it better, as 
better it was, to afl’uage his bruifed dignity with 
^^If a yard fquare of balm^ diplomatick diachylon. 
In the difafters of their friends, people are feldom 
wanting in a laudable patience. When they are 
,fuch as do not threaten to end fatally, they become 
' even matter of pleafantry. The Englilh fellow- 
travellers of our fufTerer, finding him a little out of 
fpirits, entreated him not to take fo flight a bufi- 
nefs fo very ferioufly. They told him it was the 
cuflom of the country; that every count r}' had its 
cuftoms; that the Turkifli manners were a little 
rough; but that in the main the Turks were a 
good-natured people; that what would have been 
a deadly aflVont any vVhere elfe, was only a little 
freedom there ; iii fliort, they told him to think no 
more of the matter, and to try his fortune in ano- 
ther promenade. But the ’fijuire, though a little 
clovvnilh, had feme home-bred feii/’e. What ! have 
I come, at all this expenee and trouble, all the 
wav to Conftantinople only to be kicked r Without 
' going beyond'my own ftable,jny groom, for half- 
a-crown, would have kicked me to my heart’s con- 
tent. I don’t mean to flay in Conflantinople eight 

' • " and 
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atidrfbpty hours, nor ever to retumi to this rough, 
good-wa^red pGO|^)le, that have thdrovpp cultom's. 

, 'dwmy' opinion the fquire was in the right. He 
■ wns'iratisfied with* his'firft ramble and his fiHl in* 
juries.'' But reafdn dt date and common fenfe arte- 
two ‘things.'' If it were not for this difference -it 
might not appear of ablbluteneceflity, after having 
received a certain quantity of bi’ffetings by ad- 
vance, that we fhoujd fend a peer of the realm to 
the fcum of the earth, to collect the debt to the 
'laft farthing'; aVid to receive, with infinite aggrava- 
'tiOn> the fanie fcoms which had been paid to our 
"ftqipliCatiOn through a commoner : but it was pro- 
•pe'r,^i fuppofe, that the whole of our country, in all 
Orders, fliould have' a lhare of the indignity; 
‘and;‘^2ts in reafdn, ''that- the’ higher Wders fiiouFd • 
ettmCh the larger proportion; ^ •' 

^ * 'This bufinefs “was not ended,' becaufe our ’dig- 
-■»dfy.' was wounded, or becaufe our patience whs 
*Wbfu out with itonttimely and' fcom. ' ‘We hdd 
not 'difgorged'ohe particle of the naufeous doles 
with which wd Were fo liberally craiiimed by the 
mountebanks' of Phris,' ih order to' drug and diet 
‘itiR into perfeft'tamenefs. No ; we waited, till the 
morbid ftrength of our bmlimia for their ‘phyfick 
had ' exhaufted the wcll-ftorcd difphnfary of their 
’ empiridfin. It is itnpoffible to guefs at’ the term 
* to which our forbearance would* have extended. 
The regicides 'wiere'h>ore fatigu^ ‘with giving 
i VoL. VIII. T Wow# 
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^ blows than ,|lv§ .eaUous cheek of: Britifliidiplofhacy 
was hurtiiH rcsQeiviftg theftj., • They hadino'.w^ 
.left for getting rid of this mendicant perfeveiance, 
.but by fending for the beadle.' and forcibly, driving 
.,Our embafly ‘of fli reds and patches,; .with all its 

> mumping cant, from the inhofpitable door of can- 
-nibalcaAle — ■ 

“ Where the gaunt maftiff, growling at tlie gate, 

" Affrights the beggar whom he longs to eat.” 

i . . ' ■ 1 . * 

I, think we might have found, before the rode 
..hand of infolent office was on our Ihoulder, aiHl 
, the ftaff' of ufurped autliority brandi^ed over our 

> heads, that contempt of the fuppliant is. not the bell 
forwarder of, a fiiit; that national difgrace is not 
the higli fo^ tn fecurity,,ip^ch lels to power and 
greatnefs. Patience, indeed, Arongly indiqafces tlio 
love of peace : but uiereiloye d^es not always lead 
to enjoyment.,, It is. the.,poyvep: nf vvinoingvtbat 

U^palm which .^fures our wearing it. Virtues Imve 
. their plae^^, and out of th^ir.pjac^ jthey hardly de- 


^I'erye the They pa,fti into-the neighbouring 

. vice. The patiei^ce of ibrtibtde ^id tho endmyance 
^ of pulillaniniily ,^re tilings very ^^ilfarent, as in their 
. principle, fo in their effeOrSf,. -j. ,|;v , j ■,,.u\ 

^ In troth this declaration, containing ^.narrative 
of the iirft traufai^ion of the kind (and 1 hope it 
^will lie the laft)i in tlie int| 5 rpour|[§ of nation^, as>a 
’ conipolition^is atdy^dravYn.g.]^; does to. our 
* / T ".17 T official 
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o 01ci£^l Ay le. The report of .the. fpeech pf the mi- 
.nifter.in a great affembiy, which I have read, is a 
.comment upon the declaration,' Without inquiry 
how far that report is exadt, (infer iour I believe 
it may be to what it would reprefent,) yet flill it 
reads as a moft eloquent and finifhed performance. 
Hardly one galling circumliance of the indignities 
offered by the direftory of regicide to the fuppli* 
cations made to that junto in his majefty’s name, 
has been fpared. Every one of the aggravations 
attendant on thefe ads of outrage is, with wonder- 
ful perfpicuity and order, brought forward in its 
place, and in the manner moll fitted to produce its 
effed. They are turned to every point of view 
in which they can be feen to the bell advantage^ 
All the parts are fo arranged as to point out their 
relation, and to furnilh a true idea of the fpirit of 
the whole trftnfadion. 

■ ■ This fpeech may Hand for a model, Never, for 
the triumphal decoration of any theatre, not fdr 
‘the decoration of thofe of Athens and Rome/ Up 
even of this theatre of Paris, from the embroideries 
of Babylon or from the loom of the Gobelins, lias 
there been fent any hifkwrick tiffue, fo truly drawn, 
fo clofely and fo finely wrought, or in which the 
•forms are brought out in the rich purple of fa<rh 
' glowing and blulhing colours. It puts me hi miifd 
of the piece of tapeftry, with which Vicgflipropofed 
>to adorn the theatre lie was to ered to Auguilus, 
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- «poii iJie of 'die Mmcio, wlio now' hiwies hfM 
J head in 4ris rOedri, and leads ' his ftOw'.atad •lileian- 
choly windings throngh banks wafted by the'bar- 
‘bariaAs of (ianl. , He fuppofes that’tbe Artifice is 
;fiidi, that the figures of the conquered nations in 
his tapeftry are made to play their part/ and ate 
• confounded in the machine ; ■ ■ ' 


" utque , 

Purpurea iutexti tullant aulsea Britanni;” 

; . . ' . . t 

'P‘- as Dryden tranftates it foraewhat paraphrafti- 

i ' * • . i 1 ‘ ? • 

pally, but not lefs in the fpirit of the prophet than 
of the poet, ^ ^ 

Where the prciuil theatres difclofe thefc'etle. 

Which, interwoven, Britons feem to raife, 

: . . ‘ . And iliew the triumph which their ihame-difpUyt^ 

, It is fomething tvonderful, that the fegacity 
• thow n in the declaration and the fpeech (and, fo 
*:far. as.it goes, greater was never ihown) ihould have 
; failed to difcover to the writer and to thefpeaker, 
..the,i«feparable relatioai between the pAfties to this 
. trttnfa&ion ; and that nothing can be faid to dif- 
' play the imperious arrogance’ of a bafe enemy, 
does not .defcribe with equal force and equal 
j truith'the contemptible figure of an abje€l embafiy 
i to. that imperious power. , 

It^is no Jtolsi ihikingi that the fame obvious 
, j reflexion 
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reflexion (liould not occur to tliofe gentlemen who 
conduced the oppofition to government. But ’ 
their thoughts were turned another way. , They.c 
feem to have been fo entirely occupictl with thei 
defence of the French direftory, fo very eager in, 
finding recriminatory precedents to jultify every- 
act of its intolerable iufolence, fo animated in their 
accufatious of miniftry for not having, at the very 
outfet, made conceflions proportioned to the dig- 
nity of the great victorious power we had offended, 
that every thing concerning the facrifice in this 
bufinefs of national honour, ami of the moft fun- 
damental principles m tlie policy of negotiation, 
feemed wholly to luve efcaped them. To’ this 
fatal hour, the conleiition in parliament appeared’ 
in another form, and was animated by another fpi- 
rit. For three hundred yeans and more, we have 
had wars with what flood as government in France, 
In all that period the language of minifters, whe- 
ther of boafl or of apology, was, that they had left 
nothing undone for the afl’ertion of the national 
honour ; the oppofition, whether patriotically or 
fafilioufly, contending, that the minifters had been 
oblivious of the national glory, and had made im- 
proper facrifices of that publick interefl, which 
they were bound not only to preferve, but by all 
fair methods to augment. This total change of 
tone on both fides of your houfe, forms itfelf no 
inconfiderable revolution; and I am afraid it 

T 3 prognofticates 
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prognofticates others of ftill greatef importance/ 
Them ill iftersexhaufted thelloresof their eloquence 
in demonftrating, that they had quitted the fafe, 
beaten high-way of treaty between independent 
powers; that to pacify the enemy they had made 
every facrifice of the national dignity; and that 
they had offered to immolate at the fame fhrine 
the moft valuable of the national acquifitions. The 
oppofition infilled, that the vidtims were not fat 
nor fair enough to be offered on the altars of blaf- 
phemed regicide; and it was inferred from thence, 
that the facrifical minifters, (who were a fort of in- 
truders in the worlhip of the new divinity) in their 
fchifmatical devotion had difeovered more of hypo- 
crify than aeal. ' They ohargetl them with a con- 
cealed refolution to perfevere in what thefe gentle- 
men have (in perfect confiftency, indeed, with 
themfelves, but moft irreconcileably with fadl and 
reafon) called an unJuft and impolitick war. 

That day was, I fear, the fatal term of local pa- 
triotifm. On that day, I fear, there was an end of 
that narrow fcheme of relations called our country, 
with all its pride, its prejudices, and its partial af- 
fections. All the little quiet rivulets, that water- 
ed an humble, a contracted, but not an unfruitful 
field, are to be loft in thewafte expanfe, andbound- 
lefs, barren ocean of the homicide philanthropy of 
France. It is no longer an obje6t of terrour, the 
aggrandizement of anew power, which teaches as 
i6 aprofeffor 
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a profeffor that philanthropy in the chair; whilft 
it propagates by arras, and eftabliflies by conqneft, 
the comprehenfive fyftem of univerfal fraternity- 
In what light is all this viewed in a great affem- 
bly ? The party which takes the lead there has no 
longer any apprehenfions, except thofe that arife 
fronj not being a^itted to the clofeft and mod 
confidential connexions with the metropolis of that 
fraternity. That reigning party no longer touches 
on its fevourite fubjeft, the difplay of thofe hor- 
rours, that muft attend the exiftence of a power, 
with fuch difpofitions and principles, feated in the 
heart of Europe. It is fatisBed to find fome loofe • 
ambiguous expreflions in its former declarations, 
which may fet it free from its profeflions and en- 
\ gagements. It always fpeaks of peace with the re- 
gicides as a great and an undoubted bleffing ; and 
fuch a bleffing as, if obtained, promifes, as much 
as any human difpofition of things can promife, 
fecurity and permanence. It holds out nothing at 
all definite towards this fecurity. It only feeks, 
by a reftoration, to fome of their former owners, ' 
of fome fragments of the general wreck of Europe, • 
to find a plaufible plea for a prefent retreat from 
an embaraffing pofition. As to the future, that 
party is content to leave it, covered in a night of 
the mofl palpable obfcurity. It never once has * 
entered into a particle of detail of what our own 
fituation, or that of other power? muft be, under 

T 4 the 
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the bleffiogB of the peace -we fepk. This defeft, 
to ray power, I raean to fupply ; that if arvy per- 
fons fliould ftill continue to think an atterapt at 
foi efight is any part of the duty of a ftate,l‘raan, I • 
may contribute my trifle to the-raaterials ofjhij . 
fpecuiation. 

As to tlie other party, the minority of to-day, • 
pofflbly the majority of to-morrow, fraall in num- 
ber but full of talents and every fpocies of energy, 
wtvch, upon the avowed ground of being , nwre 
acceptable to France, is a catididate for the htJm 
of this kingdom, it has never changed from the 
beginning. It has prefcrved a perennial conflft- 
ency. This would be a never-failing fource of 
true glory, if fpringing fromjult and right; but 
it is truly dreadful ifjt be an arm of Styx, which 
fprings out of the profoundcft depths of a poifoued 
foil. The French maxims were by thefe gentle- 
xnen at no time condemned, I fpeak of their lan- 
guage in the moll moderate terms. i .There arc- 
many who think tliat they have gone much fur- 
ther ; that they .have always magnified and extol- 
led the French maxims; that not in the leaft dif- 
gulled or difcouraged by the monfirous evils, which, 
have attended thefe maxims from the moment, of 
their adoption, both at home and abroad, they ftill , 
continue to predift, that in due time they mufi 
produce the greatell good to the poor human rpco. 
They, oblUnately perfill in Hating t^ofe evils as^ 

1 r mattej- 




Digitized by Google 


REGICIDE PEACE. a8l 

'tnatfer of accident; as things wholly, collateral to' 
the fyllein. 

It is obfervedj that this party has never fpoken 
©fan ally of Great Britain with the fmalleft degree 
of refpe6t or regard ; on the contrary, it has gene- 
rally mentioneditbem under opprobrious appella- 
tiottSi and in fuch terms of contempt or execra- 
tion, as never bad been heard before, becaufe no 
fuch would have fonnerly been permitted in our 
publickaflemblies. The moment, however, that any 
of thofe allies quitted this obnoxious connexiou, 
the party has inftantly pa,ffed an act of indemnity 
and oblivion in their favour. After this, no fort of 
cenfure on their conduA ; no imputation on their 
character,! < From, that moment their pardon was 
fealed in a reverential and myfterious filence. With . 
the gentlemen of this minority, there is no ally, 
from one end of, Europe to>the other, with whom 
we ought not to be alharaed to aft. The whole 
college of the dates of Europe is no better than a 
gang of tyrants. With, them all our connexions 
were broken off at once. ’ We ought to have cul 
tivated France, and France alone, from the mo- 
laeut of her; revolution. On tliat happy change, 
all our dread of that nation as a power was to ceafe. 
She became in an infiant dear to our affeftious, 
and one with our interdls. All other nations we 
ought tq, have commanded not to trouble her fa- 
cred throe$. vvhilff in labour to bring into an happy, 
: birth 
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birth her abundant litter of conftitutions. W« J 
ought to have afted under her aufpices, in extend- ' 
ing her falutary influence upon every fide. From 
thatmoment England and France were become na- ^ 
tural allies, and all the other ftates natural enemies. 
The whole face of the world was changed. * What 
was it to us if Ihe acquired Holland and the Auf- 
trian Netherlands ? By her conquefts fhe only 
enlarged the fphere of her beneficence ; flie only 
extended the bleffings of liberty ta fo many more 
foolilhly reluftant nations. ' What was it to Eng^ 
land, if by adding thefe, among the richeil and 
moft peopled countries of the world to her territo- 
ries, flie thereby left no poflible link of communi- 
cation between us and any other power with whom 
we could a6l againfther? On this new fjrftem of 
optimifm, it is fo much the better; — fo much the 
further are we removed’from the conta6t with in- 
fectious defpotifm. No longer a thought of a bar- 
rier in the Netherlands to Holland againft France. 
All that is obfolete policy. It is fit that Franc-e 
fliould have both Holland and the Auftrian Nether- 
lands too, as a barrier to her againft the attacks of 
defpotifm. She cannot multiply her fecurities too 
milch; and as to ourfecurity, it is to be found in 
her’s. Had we cherifhed her from the beginning, 
and felt for her when attacked, flie poor good fold, 
would never have invaded any foreign nation; never 
murdered her fovereign and his family; never 

proferibed. 
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profcrib^, never exiled, never imprifonetl, never 
been guilty of extrajudicial maffacre, or of lega| 
murder. All would have been a golden age, full of 
peace, order, and liberty ! and philofophy, raying 
out from Europe, would have warmed and enlight-* 
enedtheuniverfe: but unluckily, irritable philofo- 
phy, the moft irritable of all things, was put into a 
paflion, and provoked into ambition abroad and ty- 
ranny at home. They find all this very natural and 
very juftifiable. They chnfe to forget, that other 
nations llrugglingfor freedom.have been attacked 
by their neighbours; or that their neighbours have 
' otherwife interfered in their affairs. Often have 
neighbours interfered in favour of princes againft 
their rebellious fubjefts ; and often in favour of fub- 
jecls againft their prince. Such cafes fill half the 
pages of hiftory, yet never were they ufed as an 
apology, much lefs as. a jullification, for atrocious 
cruelty in princes, or for general maflacre and con« 
fifcation on the part of revolted fubjedts ; never as 
a politick caufe for fuffering' any fuch powers to 
aggrandize themfelves without limit and without 
meafure. A thoufand times have we feen it af- 
ferted in publick prints and pamphlets, that if the 
nobility and priefthood of France bad ftaid at 
home, their property never would have been con- 
fifcated. One would think that none of the clergy 
had been robbed previous to their deportation, 
or that their deportation had, on their part, been 
a voliwitary aft. One would think that the 

nobility 
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nobility and gentry, and merchants and bankers, 
nho fiaid at home, had enjoyed their property 
in fecnrify and repofe. The affertors of thefe 
pofitions well know, that the lot of thonfands who 
remained at home was far more terrible ; that the 
inoft cruel imprifonment w'as only a harbinger of 
n cruel and ignominious death ; and that in this 
mother country of freedom, there were no lefs than, 
Three Hundred Thoujhnd at one time in prifon, I 
go no further. I inftance only thefe reprefenta. 
tions of the party as llaring indications of partiality 
to that left, to whofe dominion they would have 
left this country nothing to oppofe but her own 
naked force, and confequently fuhjedted us, on 
cverv reverfe of fortune, to the imminent danger 
of falling under thofe very evils in that very fyfteni, 
which are attrihntetl, not to its ovvn nature, but to 
the perverfenel's of others. Tluire is nothing in the 
world fo difticult as to put men in a flate of ju- 
dicial neutrality. A leaning tlu rc muff ever be, 
and it is of the tlrft iniporUince to any nation to 
obferve to what lide ti»at leaning indiiies — whe. 
ther to our own community, or to one with wJtich 
U is in a ftate of hoftility. 

Men are rarely without fome fynipathy in the 
fufTerings of otlitTs; but in the immenfeand diycr- 
fified mafs of human mifery, which may be pitied, 
but cannot be relieved, in the grofs, the mind 
muft make a choice. Our fympathy is always more 
forcibly attradted towards themifortmies oicertain 
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'perfons, and in certain defcriptionsrand this fvin- 
pathetick attraction difcovers, beyond a poflibiity 
of millake.our mental aflinities, and elective affec- 
tions. It is a much liircr proof, than the ftrongeft 
‘declaratioii, of a real connexion and of an over- 
ruling bias in the mind. I am told that riie active 
'fympathies of this party have been chief]}', if not 
wholly; attraifted to the fufferings of the patriarchal 
rebels, who were amongft the promulgators of the 
maxims 'of the French revolution, and who hav^ 
fufrered,*ftx>m their apt and forward fcholars, feme 
■ part of the evils, which they had themfelves fo li- 
berally diftribmted to all the other parts ofthe com- 
munity. Some of • thefe ' men, flying from the 
knivesWhich they had iharpened againft their coun- 
try = and its laws, rebelling againft the very power- 
they Iiad foWover themfelves by their rebellion 
agatnft their fovereign, given up by tlrofe very ar- 
mies to wbofe faithful attachment they trufled for 
Ibeir fafety and fupport, after they had completely 
debauched all military fidelity in its fource; fome 
of thefe men, I fay, had fallen into the bands of 
-the head of that family, the moil iUuftrious perfon 
which they had three times cruelly imprifoned, 
and delivered in that Hate of captivity to thofe 
-hands from which they were able to relieve nei- 
ther her, nor their own neared and mod venerable 
'kindred. ‘ One of thefe men, connected witli tliis 
^’oountry by no oircumdahee of birth ; not related 
« - to 
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to any diliinguiflied families here; recommended 
by no fervice; endeared to this nation by no aft or 
•ven expreffion of kindnefs; comprehended in no 
league or common caufe ; embraced by ho laws pf 
publick hofpitality ; this man was the only one to 
be found in Europe, in whofe favour the Britilh 
nation, palTing judgment, without hearing, on its 
alnioft only ally, was to force (and that not by 
foothing interpofition, but with every r^roach for 
inhumanity, cruelty, and breach of thel aws of war) 
from prifon. "'>V^e wereto .releafe;him.;frtHn tlt^t 
prifou out of which, in abufe of the lenity of go- 
vernment amidfl its rigour, and ini violation of 
at lead an under'tood parole, he had attentpted 
an efcape; an efcape excufeable if you will* but 
naturally produftive of drift and.vig(dant confine- 
ment. The earnednefs, of gentlemen tp.free thjs 
perfon was the more extraordinary, becAufe.ther.e 
was full as little in him to t^aife admiration, from 
any eminent qualities he ppfl'effed, a$ thepe .was^ 
excite an intered, from aOy that were amiable. - 
perfon, not only, of no real civil or literary taler^, 
but of no fpeciou.s appearance of either ; and m 
his military profedion, not marked .aa.a leader m 
any one aft of able or diccefsful emo’pf iljB-t-runlcfo 
his leading on (or his following)lthe allied army pf 
Amazonian and male cannibal Parifiaps. to Vef- 
' failles, on the famous dlth ofOftober, 
make his glory Any^ other exylpit of 

. general* 
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■ general, I never heard of. But the triumph of gene- 
ral f?aterriit^j was but the more fignalized by the 
total want of particular claims, in that cafe ; and by 
.poftponing all fuch claims, in a cafe' Where they 
imally exilled, where they Aood emboffed, and ki a 

manner forced themfelves on the view of common 
Ihortdiglited benevolence. Whilft, for its improve- 
ment, the humanity of thofe gentlemen was thus 
on its travels, and had got as far off as Olmutz, 
they never thought of a place and a perfon much 
nearer to them, or of moving an iiiftru^tion to Lord 
I Malmelbury in favour of their own fulFering coun- 
tryman, Sir Sydney Smith, ' •• 

\ nThis officer, having attempted, with great gal- 
? l^try, to cut out a vefl'el from* one of the enemy’s 
' harbours, was taken after an obllinate refiftance; 

' fuch as obtained him the marked rei^e6b of thofe 
1 who were witneffes of llis valour, and knew the. 

■ circumilances in which it was difplayed. Upon 
vhis arrival at Paris, he was inftantly thrown into 

prifbn ; where the nature of his fituation will beft 
^ be underftood, by knowing, that amongft its miti- 
. gallons, was the permiffion to walk occafionally in 
the court, and to enjoy the privilege of fliaving 
• himfelC On the old fyftem of feelings and prin- 
- ciples, his fufferings might have been entitled to 
, confideration, and even in a comparifon with thofe 
of cititen la Fayette, to a priority in the order of 
> compaffion. If tlie miniilers had negle^ed to 
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take any fteps in his favour, a declaration of' the 
fenfe of the hotife of commons would have llimtt* 
laled them to their duty. If tih«^;had caufed.a 
reprefentation to be made, 'fuch a proceeding 
would have added force to it. If reprifal fhonld 
,be thought advifeable, the addtefs.of the houfe 
would have given. an additional fanfliion to a'mea^ 
fure which would have been, indeed, juftifiable 
^without any other fan^ion than it.^ own reafon. 
But no. Nothing at all like it;. In fa^, the merit 
of Sir Sydney Smith, andhia claim on Britidi com- 
paflion, was pf a. kind altogether different ifrofn 
that which interefted lb deeply the authors of the 
motion, in favour'.of citizen la Fayette. Jn'my 
^humble opinion,. Captain Sir Sydney Smith. hits 
another fprt ofmbrit with the Britith iiatitm, and 
/onaetliing of a higher claim on 'Britilh hunuiniity 
. than citizen la Fayette.# Faithful, zedous, .and 
,ard®t in the fervice of his king and country ;, ifiill 
i^of fpirit; full of refources; going out of the beaten 
road, but going right, becaufe his uncommon cn- 
terprife was not conducted by ayulgar judgment ; 
— in his profeffion. Sir Sydney Smith might'be 
confidered as a diftinguilhed perfon, if any perfon 
could well be'diftinguilhed in a fervice in which 
fcarce a commmider can be named without put- 
ting you in mind of fome a6tion pf intrepidity, 
(kill, and vigilance, tliat has given them a fair title 
to contend with any men and in any age. .But I 
• • will 
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will fay nothing farther of the merits of Sir Sydney 
Smith: the mortal animofity of the regicide enemy 
fuperfedes all other panegyrick. I'lieir hatred is a 
judgment in his favour without appeal. At pre- 
fent he is lodged in the tower of the I'emple, the 
laft prifon of Louis the Sixteenth, and the laft but 
one of Maria Antonietta of Auftria; the prifon of 
Louis the Seventeenth; the prifon of Elizabeth of 
Bourbon. There he lies, unpitied by the grand 
philanthropy, to meditate upon the fate of thofe 
who are faithful to their king and country. Whilft 
this prifoner, fecluded from intercourfe, was in- 
dulging in thefe cheering reflexions, he might 
poflibly have had the further confolation of learn- 
ing (by means of the infolent exultation of his 
guards) that there was an Englilh ambaflador at 
Paris; he might hav^e had the proud conilbrt of 
hearing, that this ambaflador had the honour of 
palling his mornings in refpeXful attendance at 
the oflice of a regicide pettifogger; and that in 
the evening he relaxed in the airmfements of 
the opera, and in the fpeXacle of an audience 
totally new; an audience in which he had the 
pleafure of feeing about him not a fingle face that 
he could formerly have known in Paris; but in the 
place of that company, one indeed more than equal 
to it in difplay of gaiety, fplendour and luxury; a 
fet of abandoned wretches, fquandering in infolent 
Vou VIII. U riot 
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ilot the fpoils of their blep<ling country. A 
fiibjeft of profoiinH rcfleftioa both to the prifoner 
and to the ambaffador, 

"Wliethcr all the matter npon which I have 
grounded my opinion of this lafi party be fuliv 
authenticated or not, mull be left to thofe who 
liave had the opportunity of a nearer view of its 
conduct, and who have been more attentive in 
their perufal of the writings, which have appeared 
in its favour. But for my part, I have never 
heard the grofs facSs on which I ground my idea 
of their marked partiality to the reigning tyranny 
in France, in any part, denied. I am not fur- 
prifed at alt this. Opinions, as they fometimes 
follow, fo the3'^ frequently guide and dire6l the 
affeclions; and men may become mare attached 
to the country of their principles, than to the 
country of their birth. What I have ftated here 
is only to mark the fpirit which feems to me, 
though in fomewhat different ways, to ai'^tuate our 
great party-leaders; and to trace this firft pattern 
of a negotiation to its true fource. 

Such is the ])refent fiale of our publick counfels. 
Well might I be alhamed of "what feems to be a 
cenfure of tw'^o great factions, with the two moft 
eloquent men, w hich this country ever faw, at the 
head of them, if I had found that either of them 
could fupport their conduft by an}^ example in the 
hiftory of their country. I tliould very much prefer 
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their judgment to my own, if I were not obliged, 
by an infinitely overbalancing weight of authority, 
to prefer the collefiled wifdom of ages to the abili- 
ties of any two men living, I return to the de- 
claration, with which the hillory of the abortion 
of a treaty with the regicides is clofed. 

After fuch an elaborate difplay had been made 
of the injullice and. infolence of an enemy, who 
feems to have been irritated by every one of the 
means, which had been commonly ufed with effeft 
to foothe the rage of intemperate power, the na- 
tural refult would be, that the fcabbard, in which 
we in vain attempted to plunge our fword, tliould 
have been thrown away with foorn. It would have 
been natural, that, rifing in the fulnefs of their 
might, infulted majefty, defpifed dignity, violated 
juliice, rejefted fupplication, patience goaded into 
fury, would have poured out all the length of the 
reins upon all the wrath which they had fo long 
reftrained. It might have been expeded, that 
emulous of the glory of the youthful hero * in 
alliance with him, touched by the example of what 
one man well formed and well placed, may do in 
the moll defperate flate of affairs, convinced there 
, is a courage of the cabinet full as powerful and 
far lefs vulgar than that of the field, our miniller 
\rould have changed the whole line of that unlel^ 

•I 

* The Archduke Charles of Aullria. 
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profperous prutlence, which hitherto had produced 
all the efTecls of the blincieft temerity. If he” 
found liis lituatioa full of . danger, (and 1 do not 
<leuy that it is perilous in the extreme) he niuft 
feel that it is alfo full of glory; and that he is 
placed on a fiage, than which no mufe of fire 
tliat had afccnded the higheit heaven of inven- 
tion, could imagine any thing more awful and 
auguft. It was hoped, that in this fwelling fcene 
in which he moved with fome of the firll poten- 
tates of Europe for his fellow actors, and with 
fo many of the relt for the anxious fpeitators of 
a part, which, as he plays it, determines for ever 
their dcliiny and Ins own, like Ulyfles in the un- 
ravelling point of the epick llory, he would have 
thrown otlliis patience and his rags together; and 
,fu'i|)pcd of unworthy difguifes, he would have 
Hood Ibrth in the form, and in the attitude of an 
hero. On that day, it was thought he would have 
alYumed the port of Mars ; tliat he wonld bid to 
be b!'oiight forth from their hideous ■kennel (where 
his fcrupulous tendernefs had too long immured 
them ) thofe impatient dogs of war, whofe fierce 
regards affright even the minifter of vengeance 
that feeds them ; that he would let them loofe, in 
famine, fever, plagues, and death, upon a guilty 
race, to whofe frame, and to all whofe habit, order, 
peace, religion, and virtue are alien and abhorrent. 
It was expected that he would at lall have thought 
' ' of 
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of aftive and effeftual war; that he would no 
lonsrer ainufe the Britidi lion in the chace of mice 
and rats ; that he would no longer employ the 
whole naval j>ower of Great Britain, once the ter- 
rour of the w orld, to j)rey uj)on the miferable re- 
mains of a peddling commerce, which the enemy 
did not regard, and from w'hieh none (;ould profit. 
It was expefted that he would have re-afierted the 
jnftice of his caufe; that he W’ould have re-ani- 
mated whatever remained to him of his allies, and 
endeavoured to recover thofe whom their fears 

had led aftrav ; that he would have re-kindled the 

•/ ^ 

martial ardour of his citizens; that he would have 
held out to them the example of their ancefiry, 
the aflfertor of Europe, and the feourge of French 
ambition; that he would have reminded them of a 
polierity, which if this nefarious robbery, under 
the fraudulent name and falfe colour of a govern, 
ment, diould in full power be feated in the heart 
of Europe, mull for ever be configned to vice, im- 
piety, barbarifm, and the moft ignominiousflavery 
of body and mind. In fo holy a caufe it was pre- 
fumed, that he would (as in the beginning of the 
war he did) have opened all the temples ; and with 
prayer, with fading, and with fupplication (bettor 
direfled than to the grim Moloch of regicide in 
France), have called upon us to raife that united 
cry, which has fo often llormed Heaven, and with 
a pious violence forced dowm bleffings upon a 
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repentant people. It was hoped that when he had 
invoked upon his endeavours the favourable regard 
of the Protestor of the human race, it would be 
feen that his menaces to the enemy, and his prayers 
to the Almighty, were, not followed, but accom- 
panied, with correfpondent afction. It was hoped 
that his Ihrilling trumpet fliould be heard, not to 
announce a lliew, but to found a charge. 

Such a conclufion to fuch a declaration and fuch 
a fpeech, would have been a thing of courfe j fo 
much a thing of courfe, that I will be bold to fay, 
if in any ancient hiftory, the Roman for inftance, 
(fuppofing that in Rome the matter of fuch a de- 
tail could have been furniflied) a conful had gone 
through fuch a long train of proceedings, and 
that there was a chafm in the manufcripts by 
which we had loft the conclufion of the fpeech and 
the fubfequent part of the narrative, all cri ticks 
would agree, that a Frcin/hemitis would have been 
thought to have managed the fupplementary bu- 
finefs of a continuator moft untkilfully, and to 
have fupplied the hiatus moft improbably, if he 
had not filled up the gaping fpace, in a manner 
foraewhat fimilar (though better executed) to 
what I have imagined. But too often difl’erent is 
rational conjecture from melancholy faCt. This 
exordium, as contrary to all the rules of rhetorick, 
as to thofe more efl’ential rules of policy which our 
fituatiou would di6late,is intended as a prelude to a 
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deadening and diflieartening propofition; as if 
all that a minifter had to fear in a war of his own 
conducing, was, that the peojile fliould purfue it 
with too ardent a zeal. Such a tone, as I guefl'ed 
the minifter would have taken, I am very fure, is 
the true, unfuborned, imfophifticated language of 
genuine natural feeling under thefinart of patience 
exhaufted and abufed. Such a condu*^ as the 
fatSs ftated in the declaration gave room to expert, 
is that .which true wifdom would have dictated 
under the impreflion of thofe genuine feelings. 
Never was there a jar or difcord, between genuine 
fentiment and found policy. Never, no, never 
did nature fay one thing and wifdom fay another. 
Nor are fentiments of elevation in themfelves tur- 
gid and unnatural. Nature is never more truly 
herfelf, than in her grandeft forms. The Apollo 
of Belvedere (if the univerfal robber has yet left 
him at Belvedere) is as much in nature, as any figure 
from the pencil of Rembrandt, or any clown in 
the ruftick revels of Teniers. Indeed it is when a 
great nation is in great difficulties, that minds 
muft exalt themfelves to the occafion, or all is loft. 
Strong paffion under the direttion of a feeble rea- 
fon feeds a low fever, which ferves only to deftroy 
the body that entertains it. But vehement paffion 
does not always indicate an infirm judgment. It 
often accompanie.s, and aftuates, and is even auxi- 
liary to a powerful underftanding ; and when they 
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both confpire and aft harmonioufly, their force is 
great to deftroy diforder within, and to repel in- 
jury from abroad. If ever there was a time that 
calls on us for no vulgar conception of things, and 
for exertions in no vulgar drain, it is the awful 
hour that Providence has now appointed to this 
nation. Every little meafure is a great errour; 
and every great errour will bring on no fmall ruin. 
Nothing can be direfled above the mark that we 
mud aim at: Every thing below it is abfolutely 
thrown away. 

Except with the addition of the unheard-of in- 
fult offered to our ambalfador by his rude cxpul- 
fion, we are never to forget that the point on which 
the negotiation with De la Croix broke off, was 
exaftly that which had difled in its cradle the 
negotiation we had attempted with Barlhelemy. 
Each of thefe tran faff ions, concluded with a ma- 
nifedo upon our part : but the lad of our manifef- 
toes materially differed from the fird. The 
did declaration dated, that “ nothing U'as left but 
“ to profecutc a v;ar equalbjjnji and necejfary . ” In 
the fccond, the judice and neceflity of the war is 
dropped : the lentence importing that nothing 
was left but the proi'eention of fuch a war, difap- 
pears alfo. Indead of this refolution to profecute 
tlie war, we link into a whining lamentation on 
tlie abrupt termination of the treaty. We have no- 
tiling left but the lad refource of female weaknefs, 
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of helplefs infancy, of doting decrepitude, — 
wailing and lamentation. We cannot , even utter 
a fentiment of vigour — “ his majefty has only to 
“ lament.” A poor pofieflion, to be left to a great 
monarch! Mark the effeft produced on our coun- 
cils by continued infolence, and inveterate hofti- 
lity! We grow more malleable under their blows. 
In reverential filence, we fmother the caufe and 
origin of the war. On that fundamental article of 
faith, we leave every one to abound in his own 
fenfe. In the minifter’s fpeech, glofling on the 
declaration, it is indeed mentioned; but very fee- 
bly. The lines are fo faintly drawn as hardly to be 
traced. They only make a part of our confolalion 
in the circumftances which we fo dolefully lament. 
We reft our merits on the humility, the earneft- 
nefs of felicitation, and the perfect good faith ot 
thofe fubmiflions, which have been ufed to per-, 
fuade our regicide enemies to grant us feme fort 
of peace. Not a word is faid, which might not 
have been full as well faid, and much better too, if 
the Britifli nation had appeared in the fimple cha- 
rafter of a penitent convinced of his errours and 
offences, and offering, by ]:)enances, by pilgrimages, 
and by all the modes of expiauon ever devifed by 
anxious, reftlefs guilt, to make all the atonement 
in his miferable power. 

The declaration ends as I have before quoted it, 
with a folemn voluntary pledge, the moll full and 
the moft folemn that ever was given, of our 
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refoliition (iffo it maybe called) to enter again into 
tlie very fame courfe. It requires nothing more of 
the regicides, than to furnina fome fort of excufe, 
fome fort of coloura!)le pretext, for our renewing 
the fupplications of innocence at the feet of guilt. 
It leaves the moment of negotiation a moft impor- 
tant moment, to the clioice of the enemy. He is 
to regulate it according to the convenience of his 
affairs. He is to bring it foru'ard at that time 
when it may beft ferve to ellablifli his authority 
at home, and to extend his power abroad. A dan- 
gerous affurance for this nation to give, whether 
it is broken or whether it is kept. As all treaty 
was broken off, and broken off in the manner we 
have feen, the field of future condu6t ought to be 
referved free and unincumbered to our future dif- 
cretion. As to the fort of condition prefixed to 
the pledge, namely, “ that the enemy fiiould be 
“ difpofed to enter into the work of general paci- 
fication wdth the fpirit of reconciliation and 
“ equity,” this phrafeology cannot poffibly be con- 
fidered otherwife, than as fo many words thrown 
in to fill the fentence, and to round it to the ear." 
We prefixed the fame plaufible conditions to any 
renewal of the negotiation, in our manifefto on the 
rejeftion of our propofals'at Bafle. We did not 
confider thofe conditions as binding. We opened 
a much more ferious negotiation without any fort 
of regard to them ; and there is no new negotiation, 
which we can poffibly open upon fewer indications 
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of conciliation and equity, than were to be dif- 
covered, when we entered into our laft at Paris. 
Any of the flighted pretences, any of the mod 
loofe, formal equivocating expreffions, would juf- 
tify us under the peroration of this piece, in again 
fending the lad, onfome other Lord Malmefbury 
to Paris. 

I hope I mifnnderdand this pledge ; or that we 
lhall ihew no more regard to it, than we have done 
to all the faith, that we have plighted to vigour and 
refolutionin our former declaration. If lam to 
underdand the concluflon of the declaration to be 
what unfortunately it feems to me, we make an 
engagement with the enemy, without any corref- 
pondent engagement on his fide. We feem to 
have cutourfelves off from any benefit which an 
intermediate date of things might furnifli to 
enable us totally to overturn that power, fo little 
connefted with moderation and judice. By hold- 
ing out no hope, either to the jufily difcomented 
in France, or to any foreign power, and leaving the 
re-commencement of all treaty to this identical 
junto of aflaflins, we do in efl’ect aflurc and gua- 
rantee to them, the full poflelfion of the rich fruits 
of their confifcations, of their murders of men^ 
women, and children, and of all tlie multiplied, 
endlefs, namelefs iniquities by which they have 
obtained their power. We gurantee to them the 
poflelfion of a country, fuch and fo fituated as 

France 
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France, round, entire, inimenfely perhaps aug- 
menterl. 

Well ! tome will fay, in this cafe we have only 
fubmitted to the nature of things. I he nature of 
things is, I admit, a fturdy adverfary. This might 
he alleged as a plea for our attempt at a treaty. 
But what plea of that kind can be alk dged, after" 
the treaty was dead and gone, in favour of this 
pofihumous declaration ? No neceflity has driven 
us to that pledge. It is without a counterpart 
even in expeflation. And what can be ftated to 
obviate the evil which that folitary engagement 
muft produce on the underftanding or the fears of 
njen r 1 alk, what have the regicides promifed you 
in return, in'cafe^^ozi lliould Ihew what thqj would 
calldifpofitionsto conciliationand equity,whilftyou 
are giving that pledge from the throne, and engag- 
ing parliamentto counter-fecure it ? It is an awful > 
confidcration. It was on the very day of the date 
of this wonderful pledge*, in which we aflumed 
the directorial government as lawful, and in which 
we engaged ourfelvcs to treat with them when 
ever they pleafed ;it was on that very day the re- 
gicide fleet was weighing anchor from one of your 
harbours, where it had remained four days in per- 
fect quiet. Thefe harbours of the Britifli dominions 
are the ports of France. They are of no ufe but to 
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protecl an enemy from our bell allies, the ftorms 
of Heaven, ami his own rallmefs. Had the Wejl 
of Ireland been an unportuoiis coall, the French 
naval power would have been undone. The ene- 
my ufes the moment for hoftility, without the leaft 
regard to your future difpofition of equity and con- 
ciliation. They go out of what were once your 
harbours, and they return to them at their pleafure. 
Eleven days 'they had the full ufe of Bantry Baj% 
and at length their fleet returns from their har- 
bour of Bantry to their harbour of Breft, Whilil 
you are invoking the propitious fpirit of regicide 
equity and conciliation, they anfwer you with an 
attack. They turn out the pacifiek bearer of 
your “ how do you does,” Lord Malmelburyj 
and they return your vifit, and their “ thanks 
for your obliging inquiries,” by their old practifed 
alfaffin Hoche. They come to attack — What ? 
A town, a fort, a naval ftation ? They come 
to attack your king, your conllitution, and the 
very being of that parliament, which was holding 
out to them thefe pledges, together with the en- 
tirenefs of the empire, the laws, liberties, and pro- 
perties of all the people. We know that they me- 
ditated the very fame invafion, and for the very 
fame purpofes, upon' this kingdom; and had the 
coaft been as opportune, would have eftected it. 

Whilft you are in vain torturing your invention 
to affure them of your fincerity and good faith, they 
^ ‘ have 


Digitized by Google 



LETTERS ON A 


302 

have left no doubt concerning their good faith, 
and their fincerity towards tliofe to whom they 
have engaged their honour. To their power they 
have been true to the only pledge they have ever 
yet given to you, or to any of yours, I mean tlie 
foleinn engagement which they entered into with 
the deputation of traitors who appeared at their 
bar, from England and from Ireland, in 1792. 
They have been true and faithful to the engage- 
ment w'hich they had made more largely ; that is 
their engagement to give effectual aid to infurrec- 
tion and treafon, wherever they might appear in 
the world. We have feen the Britifli declaration. 
'I'his is the coiuiter-declaration of the directory. 
'I'liis is the reciprocal pledge which regicide amity 
gives to the concilitory pledges of kings! But, 
thank God, fuch pledges cannot exift fingle. 
They have no counterpart ; and if they had, the 
enemy’s conduct cancels fuch declarations ; and I 
truft, along with them, cancels every tiling of mif- 
chief and dillionour that they contain. 

There is one thing in this bufmefs which ap- 
pears to be wholly unaccountable, or accountable, 
on a fuppofition I dare not entertain for a moment. 
I cannot helj) afking. Why all this ptiins, to clear 
the Britilh nation of ambition, perfidy, and the in- 
fatiate thirft of war ? At what period of time w'as 
it that our country has deferred that load of infamy, 
of which rtothing but preternatural humiliation in 
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language and conduct can ferve to clear us? If 
we have deferved this kind of evil fame from any 
thing we have done in a (late of profperity, I am 
fure that it is not an ahjetl conduft in adverfity 
that can clear onr reputation. Well is it known 
that ambition can creep as well as foar. The pride 
of no perfon in a flourilhing condition is more 
juftly to be dreaded than that of him who is mean 
and cringing under a doubtful and unprofperous 
fortune. But it feems it was thought necelTary to 
give fome out-of-the-way proofs of our fmeerity, 
as well as of onr freedom from ambition. Is then 
fraud and falfehood become the diftindlive charac- 
ter of Englilhmeu? Whenever your enemy choofes 
to accufe you ofEj'ierfidy and ill faith, will you put 
it into his power -to throw you into the purgatory 
of felf-humiliation? Is his charge equal to the 
finding of the grand jury of Europe, and fuflicient 
to put you upon your trial? But on that trial I 
will defend the Engl ifli miniftry. I am forry that 
on fome points I have, on the principles I have al- 
ways oppofed, fo good a defence to make. They 
were not the firft to begin the war. They did not 
excite the general confederacy in Europe, which . 
was fo properly formed on the alarm given by the 
jacobinifm of France. They did not begin with 
an hoftile aggreffion on the regicides or any of their 
allies. Thefe parricides of their own country, dit 
ciplining themfelves for foreign by domeftick , 
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violence. H ere thefirftto attack a [lOwer that was our 
ally, by nature, by habit, and by the fanftion of 
multiplied treaties. Is it not true, that they were 
the firft to declare war upon tln.s kingdom? Is 
evervword in the declaration from Downinu-flreet, 
concerning their conduct, and concerning ours and 
that of our allies, I’o obvioully falfe that it is necef- 
fary to give fome new invented proofs of our good 
faith in order to expunge the memory of all this 
perfidy ? 

We know that over-labouring a point of this 
kiiitl, has the direct contrary eifeft from what we 
with. We know that there is a legal prefumption 
againft men quando fc nimis purgitant j and if a 
charge of ambition is not refuted by an affected 
humility, certainly the charafter of fraud and per- 
fidy is (till lefs to be watlied away by indications of 
meannefs. Fraud and prevarication are fervile 
vices. They fometimes grow out of the neceffities, 
always out of the habits of llavilh and degenerate 
fpirits: and on the theatre of the world, it is not 
by affuming the mafk of a Davus or a Geta that an 
aftor will obtain credit for manly fimplicity and a 
liberal openiiefs of proceeding. It is an ereft coun- 
tenance ; it is a firm adherence to principle ; it is a 
power of refilling falfe lliame and frivolous fear, 
that affert our good faith and honour, and affure to 
us the confidence of mankind. Therefore all thefe 
negotiations, and all the declarations with which 

the/ 
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they were preceded and followed, can only ferve 
to raife prefumptions againft that good faith and 
publick integrity, the fame oF which to preferve in- 
violate is fo much the intereft and duty of every 
nation. ' ' 

1 The pledge is an engagement “ to all Europe.** 
This is the more extraordinary, becaufe *it is a 
pledge,' which no power in Europe, whom I have 
yet heard of, has thought proper to require at our 
hands. I am not in the fecrets of office ; and 
therefore I may be excufed for proceeding uport 
' probabilities and exterior indications. ‘ I have fur- 
veyed all Europe from the eaft to the weft, from 
4he north to the fouth,” in fearch of this call upon 
us to ptirge ourfelves of “ fubtle duplicity and a 
punick ftyle” in our proceedings. I have not heanl 
that his excellency the Ottoman ambalfador has 
exprefled his doubts of the Britifti fmcerity in our 
negotiation with the moft unchriftian republick 
lately fet up at our door. AV'hat fympathy, in that 
quarter, may have introduced a remonftrance upon 
the want of faith in this nation, I cannot pofitively 
fay. If it exifts, it is in Turkifh or Arabick, and 
poffibly is not yet tranflated. But none of the na- 
tions which compofe the old Chriftian world have 
I yet heard as calling upon us for thofe judicial 
.purgations and ordeals, by fire ai»d water, which 
we have chofen to go through ; — ^for the ot her great 
.proof, by battle, we feem to decline^ 
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For Mliofe ufe, entertain metit, or inftru<5^ion, 
are all tliofe overftralned arxl over -laboured pnor 
qeedings in coinicil, in nepfotiation, and in fpeecheg 
in parliament, intended r What royal cabinet ia 
to be enriclied with thefe high-finiflied pictures of 
the arrogance of the fwoj’n enemies of kings, and 
the naeek patience of a Britifli adminiftration ? 
In what heart is it intended to 'kindle pity towards 
our multiplied mortifications and difgraces? At 
befl it is fuperfluous. What natipn is unacquainted 
with tlie haughty difpofition of tlie common enemy 
of all .nations ? It has been more than feen, it faa# 
been felt ; not only by thofe who have been the 
vi€timsof theirimperious rapacity, but, in adegree, 
by thofe very powers who have confented to eftabf 
lifli this robbery, that they mfght he able to copy 
it, with the impunity to make new ufurpations of 
their own. The king of PrufTia has hypothecated 
in truft to the regicides his rich and fertile terri- 
tories on the Rhine, as a pledge of bis zeal and af- 
fcftion to the caufe of liberty and equality. He 
has feen them robbed with unbounded liberty, and 
with the moft levelling equality. The w'oods. 
wafted ; the country is ravaged ; property, is con<- 
fifcated; and the people are put. to bear a double- 
yoke, in the esa^Uons of a tyrannical government 
and in the contributions of an hoftile irruption, If 
it to fatisfy the court of Berlin, that the court of 
London is to give the fame fort of pledge ^of its 
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finccrity and good faith to the French diredory? 

It is not that heart full of fenfibility, — it is not 
Lucchefini, the minifter of his Pruflian Majefty, 
the late ally of England, and the prefent ally of its 
enemy, who has demanded this pledge of our fin- 
ceritj', as the price of renewal of the long leafe 
of his fmcere friendihip to this kingdom. 

It is not to our enemy, the now faithful ally ot 
regicide, late the faithful ally of Great Britain, the 
Catholick king, that we addrefs our doleful lamen- 
tation ; it is not to the Prince of Peace, whofe de- 
claration of war was one of the firfl aufpicious 
omens of general tranquillity, which our dove-like 
ambaflador, with the olive-branch in his beak, w'as 
faluted with at his entrance into the ark of clean 
birds at Paris. 

Surely it is not to the Tetrarch of Sardinia, now 
the faithful ally of a power who has feized upon all 
his fortrefles, and confifcated the oldeft dominions 
of his houfe ; it is not to this once powerful, once 
refpeded, and once cherilhed ally of Great Britain, 
that we mean to prove the lincerity of the peace 
‘ which we offered to make at his expence. Or is it 
to him we are to prove the arrogance of the power 
who, under the name of friend, opprefles him, and 
the poor remains of his fubje6ts, with all the fe- 
rocity of the moft cruel enemy ? 

It is not to Holland, under the name of an ally, 
laid under a permanent military contribution, filled 

X z wit^ 


Digitized by Google 



JoS LETTERS ON A 

.with their donhle garrifon of barbarous jacobin 
troops, anrt ten times more barbarous jacobin clubs 
and afTemblics, tliat we find ourfelves obliged to 
give this pledge. ' 

Is it to Genoa, that •we make this kind promife; 
a ftate which the regicides were to defend in a fa- 
vourable neutrality, but whofe neutrality has been, 
by the gentle influence ofjacobin authority, forced 
into the trammels of an alliance ; whofe alliance 
has been fecured by the admifllon of French gar- 
rifons; and w'hofe peace has been for ever ratified 
by a forced declaration of war againft ourfelves ? 

It is not the grand duke of Tufcany who claims ^ 
this declaration ; not the grand duke, who for his 
early fincerity, for his love of peace, and for his 
entire confidence in the amity of the aflaflins of his 
houfe, has been complimented in the Britiih par- 
liament with the name of “ the wifeji fcvereign in 
“ Europe -'' — It is not thi.s pacifick Solomon, or his 
philofophick cudgelled ininifiry, cudgelled by Eng- 
lifli and by French, whofe wifilom and philofophy 
between them, have placed Leghorn in the hands 
of the enemy of the Auftrian family, and driven 
the only profitable commerce of Tufcany from its 
only port. It is not this fovereign, a far more able 
ftatefman than any of the Medici in whofe chair he 
fits: it is not the philofopher Carletti, more ably 
fpeculative than Galileo, more profoundly politick 
, than Machiavd, that call upon us fo loudly to give 
, the 
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the fame happ}’ proofs of the fome good faith to 
the repiiblick, always the fatne, always one and in- 
divifible. 

It is not Venice, whofeprincipal cities theenemy 
has appropriated to himfelf, and fcomfully defired 
the ilate to indemnify itfelf from the emperonr, 
that we wifli to convince of the pride and the def- 
'P'jtifmof an enemy^ who loads us with his 
feoffs and buffets. 

It is not for his holinefs we int'^nd this confo- 
latory declaration of oiir own weaknefs, and of the 
tyrannous ten' per of his grand enemy. That prince 
has known both the one “and the other from the 
beginning. Tlie arlills of the French revolution, 
had given their very firfi; effays and fkelches of rob- 
bery and defolaiion agaiiui Ills territories, in afar 
more cruel “ murdering piece” than had ever enter- 
ed into the imagination of [lainter or poet. With- 
out ceremony they tore from his cherifliing arms, 
the poffelfions which he held for five hundred years, 
unditturbed by all the ambition of all the ambi- 
tious monarchs who, during that period, have, 
reigned in France. Is it to him, in vvhofe wrong 
we have in our late negotiation ceded his now un- 
happy countries near the Rlione, lately amongft the 
moll flourifhing (perhaps the nioft flourilhing for 
their extent) of all the countries upon earth, that 
we are to prove the fincerity of our refolution t<> 
make peace with the republick of barbarifin? That ' 
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venerable potentate and pontiff, is funk deep into 
the vale of years ; he is half difarmed by his peaceful . 
charafter j his dominions are more than half dif- 
armed by a peace of two hundred years, defended 
as they were, not by force but by reverence ; yet 
in all thefe ftraits, we fee him difplay, amidff the 
recent ruins and the new defacements of his plun-^ 
dered capital, along with the mild and decorated 
piety of the modern, all the fpirit and magnanimity 
of antient Rome ! Does he, who, though himfelf 
unable to defend them, nobly refufed to receive pe- 
cuniary compenfations for the protection he owed 
to his people of Avignon, Carpentras, a*id the Ve- 
naifin; — does he want proofs of our good difpo- 
fition to deliver over that people without any fe- 
curity for them, or any compenfatioii to tlieir fo- 
vereign, to this cruel enemy ? Does he want to 
be fatisfied of the fmcerity of our humiliation to 
France, who has feen his free, fertile and happy 
city and ftate of Bologna, the cradle of regenerated 
law, the feat of fciences and of arts, fo hideoufly me- 
tamorphofed, whilft he was crying to Great Britain 
for aid, and offering to purchafe that aid at any 
price? Is it him, who fees that chofen fpot of 
plenty and delight converted into a jacobin fe- 
rocious republick, dependent on the homicides of 
France ? Is it him, who, from the miracles of his 
beneficent indullry, has done a work which defied 
♦he power of the Roman emperors, though with an 
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enthralled world to labour for them ; is it him, 
who has drained and cultivated the Pontine Marjhesy 
that we are to fatisfy of our cordial fpirit of con- 
ciliation, with thofe who, in their equity, are reftor- 
iug Hollandagain to the feasjwhofe maxims poifon 
rtiore than the exhalations of tlie moft deadly fens, 
and who turn all the fertilities of nature aad of 
art, into an howling defn t? Is it to him, that we 
are to deinonftrate the good faith of our fubmilTions 
to the cannibal republick; to him who is com* 
manded to deliver into their hands Ancona and 
Cl vita, Vecchia, feats of commerce, raifed by the 
wife and liberal labours and expences of the pre» 
fent and late pout id’s; ports not more belong’uig to 
the Ecclefiaftical State then to the commerce of 
Great Britain ; thus wrefting from his hands the 
power of the keys oi'the centre of Italy, as before 
they had taken poIfetRon of the keys of the nor- 
thern part, from the hands of the unhappy king of 
Sardinia, the natural ally of England J Is it to him 
we are to prove our good faith in the peace which 
we are foliciting to receive from the hands of his 
and our robbers, the enemies of all arts, all feiences^ 
all civilization, and all commerce ? 

Is it to the Cifpadane or to tlie Tranrpadane re- 
publicks, which have been forced to bow under thi^ 
galling yoke of French liberty, that we addrefs all 
thefe pledges of our fmcer ity and love of peace with 
their unnatural parents ? 

- X4. Are 
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Are we by this declaration to fatisfy the king of. 
Naples whom we have left to ftruggle as he can, 
after our abdication of Corfica, and t]ie fliglit of 
the whole naval foi"ce of England out of the whole 
circuitof the Mediterranean, abandoningourallies, 
our commerce, and the hononr of a nation, once 
the ’proteitrefs of all other nations, becaufe ftrength^ 
ejied by the iiulependence, and enriched by the 
commerce of them all ? By the exprefs provifions 
of a recent treaty, we had engaged with the king 
of Naples to keep a naval force in the Mediter- 
ranean. But, good God ! was a treaty at all ne- 
eeftary for this ? The uniform policy of this king- 
dom as a ftate, and eminently fo as a commercial 
ftate, has at a)l times led us to keep a powerful 
fquadron and a commodious naval llation in that 
central fea, which borders upon, and which con- 
nefls, a far grejtter number and variety of ftates, 
European, Afiatick, and African, than any other, 
A\'^ithout fuch a naval force France muft become 
defpotick raillrefs of that fea, and of all the coun- 
tries whole thores it wadies. Our commerce muft 
become vaflal on her and dependent on her will. 
Since we are come no longer to truft to our force 
in arms, but to our dexterity in negotiation, and 
l^cgin to pay ,a defperate court to a proud and coy 
ufurpation,and have finally fent an apibadador to 
the. Bourbon regicides at Paris j the king of Naples, , 
>yho faw, that no reliance was .to be placed on our 
, , . ^ , engagements^ 
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enga moments, or on any pledge of our adherence 
to our iieareit a id deareft intcrefts, has been^ 
obliged to lend his ambaffador alfo to join the reft 
of the fqualid tribe of the reprefentatives of de- 
graded kings. Tliis monarch, furely, does not want 
any proof of the fincerity of our amicable difpofi- 
tions to that amicable republic k, into whofe arm* 
he has been given by our defertion of him. 

To look to the powers of the north, it is not to 
the Danifh ambalTador, iufoleiitly treated, in Ids 
own character and in ours, that we are to give 
proofs of the regicide arrogance, and of our dif- 
polition to fubmit to it. 

With regard to Sweden, I cannot fay much. 
The French influence is ftruggling with her inde- 
pendence ; and they who confider the manner in 
which the ambtiflador of that power was treated not 
long fince at Paris, and the manner in which the 
father of the prefeut king of Sweden (hirofelf tlie 
victim of regicide principles and paflions) would 
have looked on the prefent aftaftins of France, will 
not be very prompt to believe that the young king 
of Sweden has made this kind of requifition to the 
king of Great Britain, and has given this kind of 
aufpice of his new government. 

1 fpeak laft of the moft important of all. It cer- 
tainly was not the laft emprefs of Ruftia at whofe in- 
ftance we have gi ven this pledge. It is not the new 
emperour, thfe itilicritor of fo much glory, and 
|)l^ed in aiituatioa of fo much delicacy, and diffi. 
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culty fof the prefer ationofthat. i, beritance, wh« 
calls on England, tlie natural ally of liis doiuinions,. 
to deprive lierlelf of her power of action, and to 
bind herfelf to France. France at no time, and in 
none of its laljiions, leali of all in its lull, has been 
ever looked upon as the friend either of lluliia or of 
Great Britain. Every thing good, 1 trull, isto beex* 
peeled h'om this prince ; whatever may be without 
authority, given out of an influence over his mind 
pofTeffed by that only potentate, from whom he has 
any thing to apprehend, or with whom he ha^ 
much even to difcufs. 

Thisfovereigu knows, I have no doubt, and leels^ 
on what fort of bottom is to be laid the ibundation 
of a Kullian throne. He knows what a rock of 
native granite is to form the pedefial of his liatue, 
who is to emulate Peter the Great. His renown 
will be in continuing with eafe and fafety, what 
his predeceffor was obliged to achieve through 
mighty ftruggleji. He is fenlible, that his buhuefs 
is not to innovate, but to fccure and to eflabliih 
that reformations at tliis day are attempts at beft of 
ambiguous utility. He will revere his father with 
the piety of a fou ; but in his government he will 
imitate the policy of his mother. His failier, with 
many excellent qualities, had a fhoit reign ^ be. 
caufe, being a native Kullian, he was unfortunately 
advifedtoal^tiutlie fpirit of a foreigner. Hismotber 
reigned over Kulfia three aiul thirty years with' 

the greateft glory ; becauiey with the difadvahtage; 
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of being a foreigner born, • ilie mask; lierfelf « • 
Ruffian. A wife prince like the prefent will im- 
prove his country; but it will be cautioufly and 
progrelfively, upon its own native ground-work of 
religion, manners, hal)itude.s, and alliances. If I 
prognofticate righ^ it is not the emperour of Ruffijt 
that ever will call for extravagant proofs of ow 
defire to reconcile oui felves tp the irreconcileable , 
enemy of all thrones. 

I do not know why I ffiould not include Ame- 
rica among the European powers, becaufe Ihe is of 
European origin; and lias not yet, like France, de- 
ftroyed all traces of manners, laws, opinions, and 
ufages which Ihe drew from Europe. As long as 
that Europe fiiall have any pofieffions either in the 
fouthern or the northern parts of that America, 
even feparated as it is by the <x;ean, it muft be con- 
fidered as a part of the European fyftem. It is 
not America, menaced with internal iiiin fi-om the 
attempts to plant jacobinifm inftead of liberty in 
that country ; it is not America, whofe independ- 
ence is direftly attacked by the French, the ene- 
mies of the independence of all nations, that calls 
upon us to give fecurity by difarming ourfelves in 
a, treacherous peace. By fuch a peace, we fhall 
deliver the Americans, their liberty, and their or- ‘ 
der, witliout refource, to the mercy of their impe- 
rious allies, who w ill have peace or neutrality with • 

uo 
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'fto ilate, wKkh is not ready to join her in war 
againft England. 

Having run round the v. liole circle of the Euro- 
pean fyftem wherever it afts, I muft affirm, that 
all the foreign powers who are not leagued with 
France for the utter deftniction of all balance 
through Europe and throughout the world, de- 
mand other aifnrances from this kingdom than are 
given in that declaration. They require aflTurances, 
not ofthefincerity of our good difpofitions towards 
the ufurpation in France, but of our affeftion to- 
wards the college of the ancient ilates of Europe, 
and pledges of our conflancy, our fidelity, and of 
our fortitude in refifiing to the laftthe power that 
menaces them all. The apprehenfion from which 
they wifh to be delivered cannot be from any thing 
they dread in the ambition of England, Our power 
muft be their ftrength. They ho|>e more from us 
than they fear. I am fiire the only ground of their 
hope, and of our hope, is in the greatnefs of mind 
hitherto fliewn by the people of this nation, and its 
adherence to the unalterable principles of its an- 
cient policy, whatever government may finally pre- 
vail in France. I have entered into this detail of 
the withes and expeftations of the European pow- 
ers, in order to point out more dearly, not fo much 
what their difpofition, as (a confideration of far 
greater importance) what their fttuation demands, 

according 
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according as that fituation is related to the regicide 
republick and to this kingdom. , 

Then if it is not to fatisfy the foreign powers we* 
make this afifii ranee, to what power at home is it 
that we pay all this humiliating court ? Not to the 
old whigs or to the ancient toi ies of this kingdom; 
if-any memory, of fuch ancient divifions ftill exifts 
amongft us. To which of the principles of thefe 
parties is this a/Turance agreeable ? Is it to the 
whigs are to recommend the aggrandizement of 
France, and the fubverfion of the balance of power? 
Is it to the tories we are to recommend our. eager- 
,nefs to cement ourfelves with tlie enemies of roy- 
alty and religion? But if thefe parties,' which by 
their diflentions have fo often diftracted the king- 
dom, which by their union have once faved it/and 
which by their collifion and mutual refillance, have 
prefefved the variety of this coiiftitutionjin Us uni- 
ty, be (as I believe they are) nearly extinfit liy the 
grovyth of new ones, which have their roots in tlie 
prefent circumftances of the times — I will i to know, 

• to which of thefe new deferiptions this declaration 
is addreffed ? It can hardly be to tbofe perfons, 
who, in the new diftribution of parties, confider 
the confervation in England of the ancient order of 
things, as neceflary to preferve order. every where 
elfe, and who regard the general confervation of 
order in other countries, as reciprocally neceflary 
to preferve the fame ftate of things in thefe illandf. 

, ” That 
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That party never can with to fee Great Britara 
pledge herfelf to give the lead and the ground of 
advantage and fuperiority to the France of to-day, 
in any treaty which is to fettle Europe. I infift 
npon it, that fo far from expeSing fuch an engage- 
ment, they are generally ftupefied and confomided 
with it. Tliat the otlier party which demands 
great changes here, and is fo pleaferl to fee them 
every where elfe, which party I call jacobin, that 
this faction does from the bottom of its heart, ap- 
prove the declaration, and does ere/^ its croft upon 
the engagement, there can be little doubt. To 
them it may be addreffetf with propriety, for it 
•nfwers their purpofes in every point. 

The party in oppofition W'ithin the houfe of lords 
and commons, it is irreverent, and half a breach of 
privilege (far from my thoughts) to confider as ja- 
cobin. This party has always denied the exiftence 
of fuch afa^on; and has treated the machinations 
ofthofe,' whom you and I call jacobins, as fo many 
forgeries and fictions of the minifter and his adhe- 
rents, to find a pretext for deftroying freedom, and 
fetting up an arbitrary power in tins kingdom. 
However, whether this minority has a leaning to- 
wards the French fyftem, or only a charitable tole- 
ration of thofe who lean that way, it is certain, 
that they have always attacked the fifncerity of the 
'minifter in the fame modes, and on the very fame 
grounds, an<i nearly iir the fame terms, with the 

direftoiy. 
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direftory. It maft, therefore, be at the tribunal 
of the minority, (from the whole tenour of the 
fpeech) that the minilter appeared to confider liim-. 
felf obliged to purge himfelf of duplicity. It 
at their bar that he held up his hand. It was on 
their fellette he feemed to anfwer interroga- 
toriesi it was on their principles that he defended 
Jiis whole conduct I’hey certainly take what the 
French call tlje haute du pav^. They have loudly 
called for the negotiation. It was* accorded to 
them- They engaged their fupport of the war 
with vigour, in cafe peace was not granted on ho- 
nourable terms. Peace was not granted on any 
terms, honourable or lhameful. Whether thefe 
judges, few in number but powerful injurifdiftion, 
are fatisfied; whether they to whom this new 
pledge is hypothecated, have redeemed their own ; 
whether they have given one particle more of their 
fupport to miniftry, or even favoured them with 
their good opinion, or their candid conftru6lion, 
I leave it to thofe who recolle6l that memorable 
debate, to determine.' 

The faft is, that neither this declaration, nor the 
negotiation which is its futyeft, could ferve any 
one good purpofe, foreign or domeftick j it could 
conduce to no end either with regard to allies or 
neutrals. It tends neither to bring back the mif- 
jed; nor to give cpurage to the fearful j nor to 

* * ’ ^ . t . 
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animate and confirm tbofe, who are hearty and 
zealous in the caufe. , 

I hear it has been faid (though I can fcarcely be- 
lieve it) by a diftinguifhed perfonin an affenibly, 
•where if there be lefs of the torrent and tempeft of 
eloquence, more guarded expreflion is to be ex- 
pected, that, indeed, there was no juft ground of 
hope in this bufinefs from the beginning. 

It is plain, that this noble perfon, however con- 
verfant in negotiation, having been eni])loyed in 
no lefs than four embaflies, and in tM'o hemi- 
fpheres, and in one of thofe negotiations having 
fully experienced what it was to proceed to treaty 
without previous encouragement, was not at all 
confulted in this experiment. For his majefty’s 
principal minifter declared, on the very fame day, 
in another houfe, “ his majefty’s deep and hncere 
“ regret at its unfortunate and abrupt tenniaa.ion, 
“ fo different from the wiflies and hopes that were 
“ entertained — and in other parts of the fpeech 
(peaks of this abrupt termination as a great difap* 
pointment, and as a fall from fincere endeavours 
and fanguine expectation. Here are, indeed, fen- 
timents diametrically oppofite, as to the hopes 
with which the negotiation was commenced anc^ 
carried on, and what is curious is, the grounds ,of 
the hopes on the one fide, and the defjiair oh. the 
other, are exaCtly the fame. The logical conclu- 
fion from the common premifes, is indeed in favour 

of 
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of the noble lord, for they are agreed that the 
enemy was far from giving the leaft degree of 
countenance to any fuch hopes ; and that lliey 
proceeded, in fpite of every difcouragement which 
the enemy had thrown in their way. But there is 
another material point in which they do not feem 
to differ; that is to fay, the refult of the defjierate 
experiment of the noble lord, and of the promifiug 
attempt of the great minifter, in fatisfying the 
people of England, and in caufing difcontent to 
the people of France ; or, as the minifter exprelfes 
it, " in uniting England and in dividing France.’' 
For my own part, though I perfedtiy agreed 
with the noble lord, that the attempt was defperate, 
fo defperate indeed, as to deferve his name of aa 
experiment, yet no fair man can pofTibly doubt, 
that the minifter was perfectly fincere in his pro- 
ceeding, and that, from his ardent withes-for. peace 
with the regicides, he was led to conceive hopes 
whieh were founded rather in his vehement defires 
than in any rational ground of political fp^cula*" 
tion. Convinced as I am of this, it had been 
better, in my humble opinion, that perfons of great 
name and authority had abftained from thofe to- 
picks which had been ufed to call the minifter’s 
C«cerity into doubt, and had not adopted the feti- 
traients of the direftory upon thefubje^ofall our 
negotiation’s; for the noblp lord exprefsly fays, 
that the experiment wasn^adelbr the fatisfaftion 

'VoL.vm. y ©f 
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of the (iountry. The directory (ays exa6ily the 
lame thing. Upon granting, in confequence of 
our fupplications, the paffport to lord Malmef* 
bury, in order to remove all fort of hope from- its 
fuccefs, they charged all our previous fteps, even 
to that moment of fubmilfive demand to be ad- 
mitted to their prefence, on duplicity and per- 
fidy; and alTumed, that the objeft of all the Heps 
we had taken, was that “ of juftifying the conti- 
nuance of the war in the eyes of the Englifh 
“ nation, and of throwing all the odium of it upon 
“ the French “ The Englilh nation (faid they) 
fupports impatiently the continuance of the war, 
“ and a reply inujl be made to its complaints and its. 
“ reproaches-, the parliament is about to be opened, 
“ and the mouths of the orators who wiH declaim 
“ agavnjl the tear mujl be Jkut-, the demands for new 
" taxes mujt be juftified ; and to obtain theje refults,^ 
“ it is necejfary to be able to advance, that the French 
governmait refufes every reafonable pre^fitionfor , 
peace." I am'forry that the language of the. 
friends to minillry and the enemies to mankind. 
Ihonld be fo^mqch in unilbn. 

4 * ■ 

As to the fa€l in which thefe parties are fo well 
agreed, that the experiment ought to have been 
made for the fatisfaftion of tliis countiy, (meaiuig , 
the country of England) it were W'ell to be wilhei^ ; 
that perfons of eminence would ceafe to na^e, 
themfelvesreprefentatives of the people of England ^ 

without 
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without a letter of attorney, or any other aQ; of 
procuration. In legal conftruftion, the fenfe of 
the people of England is to be colle6ted from the 
houfe of commons; and, though I do not deny the 
poflibility of an abufe of this trull as well as any 
other, yet I think, that without the mod weighty 
reafons, and in the moll urgent exigencies, it is 
highly dangerous to fuppofe that the houfe fpeaks 
any thing contrary to the fenfe of the people, or 
that the reprefentative is filent when the fenfe of 
the conftituent ftrongly, decidedly, and upon long 
deliberation, fpeaks audibly upon any topick of 
moment.^ If there is adoubt, whether the houfe of 
commons reprefents perfeftly the whole commons 
of Great Britain, (I think there is none) there can 
be no queftion but that the lords and the com- 
mons together reprefent the fenfe of the whole 
people to the crown, and to the world. Thus it 
is, when we fpeak legally and conftitutibnally. In 
a great tneafure, it is equally true, when we fpeak 
prudentially ; but I do not pretend to alfert, that 
there are no other principles to guide diferetion 
than thofe which are or can be fixed by fume law, 
or fome couftitution ; yet before the legally pre- 
fumed fenfe of the people ihould be fuperfeded by 
a fuppofition of one more real (as in all cafes, 
where a legal’ prefumption is to be afeertained) 
fome ftrong proofs ought to exift of a 'Contrary drf- 
pofition in the people at krge^ and fome deciilvo 
• t indiicatioos 
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indications of their defire upon this fubjeft. There 
can be no queftion, that previoufly to a dire^l 
nieflage from the crown neither houfe of parlia- 
ment did indicate any thing like a wifii for fuch 
' advances as we have made, or fuch negotiations as 
we have carried on. Tlie parliament has alTented 
to minirtry ; it is not miniftry that has obeyed the 
impulfe of parliament. The people at large have 
their organs through which they can fpeak to par- 
liament and to the crown by a refpeftful petition, 
and, though not with abfolute authority, yet with 
weight, they can inllruft their reprefentatives. 
The freeholders and other electors . in this king- 
dom have anotlier, and a furer mode of expreffiug^ 
t^cir fentiments concerning the condu^ which is 
held by members of parliament. In the middde of 
thefe tranfaftions, this, laft opportunity has been 
held out to them. In all thefe points of view, I 
pofitively affert, that the people have no where, and 
in no w^ay, expreflied their wifli,of throwii|g theih- 
lelves and ,their fovereign at the feet of a wicked 
and rancorous foe, to fupplicate mercy, which," 
from the nature of that foe, and from the circum-, 
fiances of affairs, we had no fort of ground to e^c- 
p^. It is undoubtedly the bufinefs of miaillera 
very piuch to confult the inclinations of the peo- 
ple^ butjthey ought to t^e great care that they 
do not receivp that inclination from the few per- 
fons who may happen to approach them. The 

petty 
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petty interefts of fuch gentlemen, their low con- 
ceptions of things, their fears anting from the dan- 
ger to which the yery arduous and criticid irtuatioh 
of publick affairs may expofe tlieir places; their 
apprehenfions from the hazards to which the dif- 
contents of a few popular men at eleftions may 
expofe their feats in parliament ; all thefe caufes 
trouble and confufe the reprefentations which they ' 
make to miniliers of the real temper of the nation. 
If minifters, inllead of following the great indica- 
tions of the conftitution, proceed on fuch reports, 
they will take the whifpe'rs of a cabal for the voice 
of the people, and the counfels of imprudent timi- 
dity for the wifdom of a nation, 

I well remember, that when the fortune of the 
war began, and it began pretty early, to turn, as it 
is common and natural, we were dejefted by the 
lolfes that had been fuftained, and with the doubt- 
ful itfue of the contefts that were forefeen. But 
not a word was uttered that fuppofed peace upon 
any proper terms, w^as in our power, or therefore 
that it tliould be in our defire. As ufual, with or 
without reafon, we criticifed the conduct of the 
war, and compared ourfortunes with our meafures. 
The mafs of the nation went no further. For I 
fuppofe that you always underftood meas fpeaking 
of that very preponderating part of the nation, 
which had always been equally adverfc to the 
French principles, and to the general progrefs of 

V 3 their 
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their revolution throughout Europe j confidering 
the final fuccefs of their arms and the triumph of 
their principles as one and the fame thing. 

Tiie firft means that were ufed, by any one pro- 
fefling our principles, to change the minds of this 
party upon that fubjeft, appeared in a fmall pam- 
phlet circulated with confiderable induftry. It 
was commonly given to the noble perfon himfelf, 
who has paiTed judgment u])on all hopes from ne- 
gotiation, and jullified our late abortive attempt 
only as jvn experiment made to fatisfy the country; 
and yet that pamphlet led the way in endeavour- 
ing to diflatisfy that very country with the conti- 
nuance of the war, and to raife in the people the 
moft fanguiue expectations from fame fuch courfe 
of negotiation as has been fatally purfued. This 
leads me to fuppofe (and I am glad to have reafon 
for fuppofing) that there was no foundation for 
ntU'ibuting the performance in queftion to that 
author; but without mentioning his name in the 
title-page, it palled for his, and does Hill pafs un- 
contradifted. It was entitled “ Remarks on the 
appuirent Circumftauces of the War in the fourth 
Week of October, ? 795.” 

This fanguiue little king’s-filher (not prefeient 
of theftorm, as by his infiincl be ought to be) ap- 
pearing at that uncertain feafon, before the riggs 
‘of old Michaelmas were yet well compofed, and 
the inclement, fiorms of winter were 

- approaching; 
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approaching, began toflicker over the feas, and was 
bufy in building its halcyon neft, as if the angry 
ocean had been foothed by the genial breath of 
May. Very unfortunately this aufpice was in- 
ftantly followed by a fpeech from the throne, in 
the very fpirit and principles of that pamphlet. 

I fay nothing of the newfpapers. Which are un- 
doubtedly in the intereft, and which are fappofed 
by fome to be directly or indireftly under the in- 
fluence of minifters, and which, with lefs authority 
than the pamphlet I fpeak of, had indeed for fome 
time before held a flmilar language, in direft con- 
tradiction to their more early tone : in fo much, 
that I can fpeak it with a certain alTurance, that 
very many who wifhed to adminiftration as well as 
you and I do, thought that in giving tlieir opinion 
in favour of this peace, they followed the opinion 
of miniftry — they were confeibus that they did not 
lead it. My inference therefore is tliis, that the 
negotiation whatever its merits may be, in the ge- 
neral principle and policy of undertaking it, is, 
what every political meafure in general ought to 
be, the foie work of adminiftration ; and that if it 
was an experiment to fatisfy ari v body, it was to 
fatisfy thofe, whom the minifters were in the daily 
habit of condemning, and by whom they were 
daily condemned ; I mean, the leaders of the op~ 
pojition in parliament. I am certain that the mi- 
uifters were then, and are now, invefted with the 
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fulleft confidence of the m^or part of the nation, 
to purfue fuch meafures of peace or war as the 
nature of things lhall fuggeft as moft adapted to the 
pubiick fafety. It is in this light therefore as a 
ineafure which ought to have been avoided^ and 
ought not to be repeated, that I take the liberty of 
difeuifing the merits of this fyllem of regicide ne- 
gotiations. It is not a matter of light experiment 
that leaves us where it found us. Peace or war 
are the great hinges upon which the very being of 
nations turns. Negotiations are the means of 
making peace or preventing war, and are therefore 
of more ferious importance than almoft any Angle 
event of war can pollibly be. 

At the very outfet I dp not hefitatetoaffirni, that 
this country in particular, and the publick law in 
general, have fuffered more by this negotiation of 
experiment, than by all the battles together that we 
have loll from the commencement of this century 
to this time, when it touches fo nearly to its clofe. 
I therefore have the misfortune not to coincide in 
opinion with the great llatefman who fet on foot 
a negotiation, as he faid, “ in fpite of the conftant 
oppofition he had met with from France.” He 
.admits, “ that the difticulty in tliis negotiation be- 
“ came moft ferioully increafed indeed, by the 
“ fituation in which we were placed, and the man- 
” nt-r in which alone the enemy would admit of a 
“ negotiation.” Thh lituation fo deferibed, and 
' . , fo 
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fo truly defcribed, rendered our folicitation not 
only degrading, but from the very outlet evidently 
hopelefs. 

I find it afferted, and even a merit taken for it, 
“ that this, country furmounted every difficulty of 

form and etiquette which the enemy had thrown 
" in our way.” Ah odd way of furmounting a 
difficulty by cowering under it ! I find it afferted 
that ail heroick refolution had been taken, and 
avowed in parliament, previous to this negotiation, 
“ that no confideration of etiquette Ihould Hand 
“ in the way of it.” 

Etiquette, if I underftand rightly the term, 
which in any extent is of modern ufage, had its 
original application to thofe ceremonial and formal 
.obfervances praStifed at courts, which had been 
eftablillied by long ufage, in order to preferve the 
fovereign power from the rude intrufion of licen- 
tious familiarity, as well as to preferve majefty itfelf 
from a difpofition to confult its eafe at the expence 
of its dignity. The term came afterwards to have 
a greater latitude, and to be employed to fignify 
certain formal methods ufed in the tranfadions be- 
tween fovereign llates. 

In the more limited as well as in the larger fenfe 
of the term, without knowing what the etiquette 
is, it is impoffible to determine whether it is a 
vain and captious pun6tilio, or a form neceffary t6 
llreferve decorum in' charader and order in bufi- 
■ ' nefs. 
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iiefs. I reaiKly admit, that nothing tends to facHi- 
tate the itTue of all publick tranfadions more than 
a mutual difpoHtion in the parties treating, to wave 
all ceremony. But the ufe of this temporary fuf- 
penfion of the recognifed modes of refpeft cohfifts 
in its being mutual, and in the l^irit of conciliation 
in which ail ceremony is laid afide. On the con- 
trary, when one of the parties to a treaty intrenches 
bimfelf up to the chin in thefe ceremonies, and 
will not, on his fide, abate a fingle pun6tilio, and 
that all the concelfions are upon one fide only, the 
party fo conceding does by this aft place himfelf in 
a relation of inferiority, and thereby fundamentally 
fubverts that equality which is of the very eflence 
of all treaty. 

After this formal aft of degradation, it was but a 
matter of courfe, that grofs infult fiiould be offer- 
ed to our amhaffador, and that he ihouM tamely 
fubnut to it. He found himfelf provoked to com- 
plain of the atrocious libels againil his . publick 
charafter and his perfon, which appeared in a pa- 
per under the avowed patronage of that govern- 
ment. The regicide direftory, on this complaint, 
did not recognife the paper ; and that was all. 
They did not punifh, they did not difmifs, they 
did not even reprimand the writer. As to our am- 
baffador, this total want of reparation for the injury 
,yras paffed by under the pretence of defpifing it. 

. In this, but too ferious bufinefis, it is not poffibl^ 
. . hero 


Digitized by Google 



REGICIDE PEACE. 


33J 

here to avoid a finile. Contempt is not a thing 
to be defpifed. It may be borne with a calm au 4 
equal mind, but no man by lifting his head high can 
pretend that he does not perceive the fcorns that 
are poured down upon him from above. All thefe 
fudden complaints of injury, and all thefe deli- 
berate fubmiflions to it, are the inevitable cohfe- 
quences of the fituation in which we had placed 
ourfelves; a fituation wherein the infults were fuch 
as nature would not enable us to bear, and circum- 
liances would not permit us to refent. 

It was not long, however, after this contempt of 
contempt upon the part of our ambaflador (who by 
the way reprefentedhisfovereign) thatanewobje6l 
'was furnifhed for difpla}'ing fentiments of the fame 
kind, thot.gh the cafe was infinitely aggravated. 
Not the an baflador, but the king himfelf was li- 
belled and infulted; libelled, not by a creature of 
the direftory, but by the diretlory itfelf. At leaft 
fo lord Malmefbury underftood it, and fo he an^ 
fwered it in his note of the 12th December, 1796, 
in which he fays, “ With regard to the offenjivc 
“ contained in 

“ that paper, and which are only calculated to throw 
“ new obftacles in the way of that accommodation, 
“ which the French government profefe to defire, 
« THE KING HAS DEEMED IT FAR BE- 
« NEATH HIS DIGNITY to permit nn anfwer 
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to be made to them on his part, in any manner 
** whatfoever.” 

i am of opinion, that if his majefty had kept 
aloof from that wafh and olf-fcouring of every 
thing that is low and barbarous in the world, it 
might be well thought unworthy of his dignity to 
take notice of fuch fcurrilities. They muft be 
confidcred as much the natural expreffion of that 
kind of animal, as it is the expreffion of the feel- 
ings of a^dog to bark ; but when the king had been 
advifed to recognife not only the monftrons com- 
pofition as a fovereign power, but, in conduft, to 
arhnit fomething in it like a fuperiorityj when 
the bench of regicide was made, at leaft, co-ordi- 
nate with his throne, and raifed upon a platform 
full as elevated, this treatment could not bepafled 
by under the appearance of defpifing it. It would 
not, indeed, have been proper to keep up a war of 
the fame kind, but an immediate, manly, and de- 
cided refentment ought to have been the confe- 
quence. We ought not to have wait^ for the 
difgraceful difmiflal of our ambaffador. There are 
cafes in which we may pretend to deep : but the 
wittol rule has fomefenfe in it. Non omnibus dormio. 
We might, however, havefeemod ignorant of the 
affront: but what was the fa6t? Did we diffemble 
or pafs it by in filence? When dignity is talked 
of, a language' which I did 'hot expert to hear in 
fuch a tranfa6lion, 1 muft fay what the W'orld 
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mull feci, that it was not for the king’s dignity to. 
notice this infult, and not to refent it. This mode 
of proceeding is formed on new ideas of the cor- 
refpondence between fovereign powers. 

This was far from the only ill elfedt of the policy 
of degradation. The ftate of inferiority in which 
we were placed in this vain attempt at treaty, drove 
us headlong from errour into errour, and led . us 
to wander far away, not only from the old paths 
which have been beaten in the old conrfe of poli- 
tical ooramunication between mankind, but out of 

I 

the ways even of the moft common prudence. 
Againft all rules, after we had met nothing but 
rebuffs in return to all our propofals, we made two 
co7tfidentifllcom?nimit:(itions to thofe in whom we had 
no confidence, and who repofed no confidence in 
■us. What was worfe, we were fully awa^'e of tlie 
madnefs of the Hep we were taking. Ambafladors' 
are not fent to a hoftile power, perfevering in fen- 
timen(s of hollility, to make candid, confidential, 
and amicable communications. Hitherto the world 

t 1 > I .• 

has cenfidered it as the duty of an ambafiador in 
fuchafituationto be cautious, guarded, dexterous, 
and circumfpeft. It is true tliat mutual confidence 
and common intpeft difpenfe with all rules, fmoptli 
the rugged way, remove every obllacle, and make 
all things plain and level. When, in the,lafi cen- 
tury, Temple and De Wilt negotiated the/amous 
triple alliance, their candour^ tlicir freedom, and 

the 
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the moft confidential difclofures, were the refult of 
true policy. Accordingly, in fpite of all the di- 
latory forms of the complex government of the 
United Provinces, the treaty was concluded in three 
days. It did not take a much longer time to bring 
the fame Hate (that of Holland) through a ftill 
more complicated tranfadtion, that of the Grand 
Alliance. But in the prefent cafe, this unparalleled 
candour, this unpardonable want of referve, pro- 
duced what might have been expected from it, the 
moft ferious evils. It inftrufted the enemy in the 
whole plan of our demands and conceflions. It 
made the moft fatal difcoveries. ‘ ‘ 

And firft, it induced us to lay down the bafis of 
a treaty which itfelfhad nothing to reft upon j it 
feems, we thought we had gained a great point in 
getting this bafis admitted — that is, a bafis of mu- 
tual compenfation and exchange of conqueft.s. If 
a difpofition to peace, and with any reafonable af- 
furance, had been previoufly indicated, fuch a plan 
of arrangement might with propriety and fafety be 
propofed, becaufe thefe arrangements were not, in 
effeft, to make the bafis, but a part of the fuper- 
ftrudlure of the fabrick of pacification. The order 
of things would thus be reverfed. The mutual 
difpofition to pCace, would form the reafonable 
bafe upon which thefcheme of compenfation, upon 
one fide or the other, might be conftrufted. Thistru- 
ly fundamental bafe being once laid, all differences 
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arifing from the fpirit of huckftering and bar- 
ter might be eafily adjufted. If the reftoration of 
peace, with a view to the eftablifhment of a fair ba- 
lance of power in Europe, had been made the real 
bafis of the treaty, the reciprocal value of the com- 
penfationscould not be eftimated according to their 
proportion to each other, but according to their 
proportionate relation to that end : to that great 
end the whole would be fubfervient. The effedl of 
the treaty would be in a manner fecured before the 
detail of particulars was begun, and for a plain 
reafon, becaufe the hoftile fpirit on both fides had 
been conjured down ; but if in the full fury, and- 
unappeafed rancour of war, a little traffick is at- 
tempted, it is eafy to divine what mud be the con- 
fcquence to thofe who endeavour to open that kind 
of petty commerce. 

To illuflrate what I have faid, I go back no fur- 
ther than to the two laft treaties of Paris, and to' 
the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which preceded the 
firft of thefe two treaties of Paris by about fourteen ' 
or fifteen years. I do not meaYi here to criticife- 
any of them. My opinions upon fome particulars 
of the treaty of Paris in 1763, are publiflied in a 
pamphlet,* which, your recolledlion will readily 
bring into your view. I recur to them only to (hew 
that their bafis had not been, and never could have 
been a mere dealing of truck and barter, but that 

\ 

* Obfcrrations on a late date of the nation. 
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the parties being willing, from common fatigue or 
common fuffering, to put an end to a war, the firft 
object of which had either been obtained or de- 
fpaired of, the leffer obje6ls were not thought wortli 
the price of further conteft. The parties under- 
ftanding one another, fo much was given away 
without confidering from whofe budget it came, 
not as the value of the objects, but as the value 
of peace to the parties might require. At the 
laft treaty of Paris the fubjugatidn of America 
being dcfpaired of on the part of Great Britain, 
and the independence of Anierica being looked 
upon' as fecure on the part of France, the main 
caufe of the war was removed ; and the conqudts 
which France had made upon us (for tve had 
made none of importance upon her) were fiirren-. 
dered with fufficient facility. Peace was reftoredj 
as peace, hv Amenica the parties Hood as they 
• were poffeflbd. A limit was to be fettled, but 
fettled as a limit to fecure that peace, and not at 
all on a fyftem of equivalents, for which, as We tlren 
ftood with the United States, there were little or> 
no materials. 

At the preceding treaty of-Pui'is, I mean that of 
1763, there was nothing at all on whidi to a 
bafis of compenfation from' reciprocal cefiion of 
conquells. They were all on one fide, Thequef- 
tion with us was not what we were to receive, and 
on what confidetation, but what we were to keep 
for indemnity, or to cede for peace. Accordingly 

no 
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no place being left for barter, facrifices were made 
on our fide to peace ; and we furrendered to the 
French their mod valuable pofieflions in the Weft 
Indies without any equivalent. The reft of Europe 
tell foon after into its ancient order; and the Ger- 
man war ended exactly where it had begun. 

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was built upon a 
fimilar bafis. All the conquefts in Europe had 
been made by France. She had fubdued the Auf- 
trian Netherlands, and broken open the gates of 
Holland. We had taken nofhing in the W'eft 
Indies, and Cape Breton was a trilling bufinefs in- 
deed. France gave up all for peace. The allies had 
given up all that was ceded at Utrecht. Louis the 
fourteenth made all, or nearly all, the celfions at 
Ryfwick, and at Nimeguen. In all tho’fe treaties, 
and in all the preceding, as well as in the others 
which intervened, the queftion never had been that 
of barter. The balance of power had been ever 
alTumed as the known common law of Europe at 
all times, and by all powers: theqtieftign had only 
been (as it mull happen) on the Ir.ore or lefs incli- 
nation of that balance. 

This geheral balance was regarded in four princii ' 
pal points of view: — the orsat middle balance,i 
which comprehended Great Britain, France, and 
Spain; the balance of the north; the balance, 
external and mternal, of Germany; and the ba- 
LANCF. OF Italy. In all thof© fyftems of balance, 
Vo L. VIII. Z England 
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England was the power to whofe cuftody it was 
thought it might be moft fafely committed. 

France, as the happened to ftand, fecured the 
balance, or endangered it. Without queftion Ihe 
had been long the fecurity for the balance of Ger- 
many, and under her aufpices, the fyftem, if not 

formed, had been at leatl [)erfc6ted. She was fo 

\ 

in fome meafure with regard to Italy, more than 
occalionally. She had a clear interell in the ba- 
lance of the north, and had endeavoured to pre-, 
ferve it. But when we began to treat with the 
prefent France, or more properly to proftrate our- 
^ felves to her, and to try if we tliould be admitted 
to ranfom our allies, upon a fyftem of mutual con- 
ceflion and compenfation, we had not one of the 
ufnal facilities. For firft, we had not the fmalleft 
indication of a defire for peace on the part of the 
enemy j but rather the direct contrary. Men do 
not make facrifices to obtain what they do not de- 
fire : and as for the balance of power, it was fo far 
from being admitted by France either on the ge- 
neral fyftem, or with regard to the particular fyf- 
tems that I have mentioned, that in the whole body 
of their authorized or encouraged reports and dif- 
culFions upon the theory of the diplomatick fyftem, 

. they conftantly re efted the very idea of the balance 
of power, and treated it as the true caufe of all the 
wars and calamities that had afflicted Europe : and 
their pradice was correfpondent to the dogmatick 
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politions tliey had laid down. The Empire 
and the Papacy it was their great object to deftroy, 
and this now openly avowed and ftedfafily acted 
upon, might have been difcerned with very little 
acntenefs of fight, from the very firft dawnings of 
the revolution, to be the main drift of their policy. 
For they profelfed a refolution to deftroy every 
thing which can hold fiates together by the tie of 
opinion. 

Exploding, therefore, all forts of balances, they 
avow their defign to erect themfelves into a new 
defeription of empire, which is not grounded on 
any balance, but forms a fort of impious hierarchy, 
of which France is to be the head and the guardian. 
The law of this their empire is any thing rather 
than the publick law of Europe, the ancient con- 
ventions of its feveral ftates, or tlie ancient opinions 
which aflign to them fuperiority or pre-eminence 
of any fort, or any other kind of conne6tion in vir- 
tue of ancient relations. They permit, and that is 
all, the temporary exiftence of fomeof the old com- 
munities; but whilft they give to thefe tolerated 
fiates this temporary refpite in order to fecure them 
in a condition of real dependence on themfelves, 
they inveft them on every fide by a body of repub- 
licks, formed on the model, and dependent often- 
fibly, as well as fubftantially, on the will of the 
mother republick, to yvhich they owe their origin. 
Thefe are to be fo many garrifons to check and 
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control the Hates, which are to be permitted ta, 
remain on the old model, until they are ripe fpr a 
change. It is in this manner, that France, on her 
new fyftem, means to form an univerfal em- 
pire, by producing an nniverfal revolution. By 
this means, forming a new code of communities 
according to what Ihe calls the natural rights of 
man and of Hates, the pretends to fecure eternal 
peace to the world, guaranteed by her generofity 
and juHice, which are to grow with the extent of 
her power. To talk of the balance of j)0wer to the 
governours of fuch a country, was a jargon which 
they could not underhand even through an inter- 
j)reter. Before men can tranfacl any afl'air, they 
muH have a common language to fpeak, and fome 
common recognifed principles on which they can 
argue, otherwife all is crofs-purpofe and confufion. 
It was, therefore, an eflential preliminary to the 
whole proceeding, to fix, whether the balance of 
power, the liberties and laws of the empire, and the 
treaties ofdifferent belligerent powers in paft times, 
when they put an end to hoftilities, w'ere to be con- 
fidered as the bafis of the prefent negotiation. 

The whole of the enemy’s plan was known when 
Lord Malmelbnry was fent with his ferap of equi- 
valents to Paris. Yet, in this unfortxmate attempt 
at negotiation, inHead of fixing thefe points, and 
affuming the balance of pow'er and the peace of 
Europe as the bafis to which all ceflions on all fides 
1 7 were 


Digitized by Google 


RfiGICIDE pea'ce. 

were to be fubfervient, our folicitor for peace was 
direfted t'o reverfe that order. He was direfted to 
make mutual conceflious, on a mere comparifoti 
of their marketable value, thebafe of treaty. The 
balance ofpower was to be thrown in as an induce- 
ment, and a fort of make-weight, to fiipply- the 
manifeft deficiency which muft ftate him and the 
world in the face, between thofe objefts which he 
was to require the enemy to fflrrender, and iliofe 
which he had to offer as'afair er^uiralenf. 

To giv^e any force to this inducemciif, and to 
make it anfwer even a fecondary purpofe of eqtia- 
lizirig equivalents having in themfelves ho natural 
proportionate value, it fuppbfed, that the enemy^ 
contrary to the moft notorious fa6t, did admit this 
balance of power to be of foine value, great or 
fmall; whereas it is plain, that in the enemy’s efti- 
mate of things, the confideration of the balance of 
power, as we have faid before, was fofarfrom going 
in diminution of the value of what the directory ' 
Was defired to furrender, orofgiving an additional 
price' to our objects offered in exchange, that the 
hope of theutter deftmftion of that balance, be- 
came a new motive to the junto of regicide’s for 
preferving, as a means for redlHihg that liopC, what 
we wifhed them to abandon. 

Thus flood the bafis of the treaty oh laying the 
ifTrft flone of the foundation. At the very befl, 
upon our fide, the queftion flood upon a mere 
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naked bargain and fale. Unthinking people here 
triumphed when they thought they had obtained it 
•whereas when obtained as a balis of treaty, it was 
juft the worft we could poflibly have chofen. As 
to our offer to cede a moft unprofitable, and, in- 
deed, beggarly, chargeable counting-houfe or two 
in the Eaft Indies, we ought not to prefume that 
they could confider this as any thing elfi? than a 
mockery. As to any thing of real value, we had 
nothing under Heaven to olfer (for which we were 
not ourfelves in a very dubious ftruggle) except 
the iffand of Martinico only. When this objedl 
•was to be weighed againft thes direftorial conquefts, 
merely as an ohjedl of a value at market, the prin- 
ciple of barter became perfectly ridiculous ; a fingle 
quarter in the fingle city of Amfterdam, was worth 
ten Martinicos ; and would have fohl for many 
more years purchafe in an}- market overt in Europe. 
How w’as this grofs and glaring defeat in the ob- 
Je6ls of exchange to be fupplied ? — It was to be 
made up by argument. And what -kvas that argu- 
ment ? — The extreme utility of pofleflions in the 
Weft Ind ies to' the augmentation of the naval 
power of France. A very curious topick of argu- 
ment to be propofed and infilled on by an am- 
baffador of Great Britain. It is direftly and plainly 
this — “ Come, weknovv that of all things you vviffi 
a naval power, and it is natural you Ihould, who 
wiftj to deftroy the very fourcesof tlie Brififli great- 
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nefs, to overpower our marine, to deftroy our com- 
merce, to eradicate our foreign influence, and to 
lay us open to an invafion, which, at one ftroke, 
may complete our fervitiide and ruin, and expunge 
us from among the nations of the earth. Here I 
have it in my budget, the infallible arcanum for 
that purpofe. You are but novices in the art of 
naval refources. Let you have the We'ft Indies 
back, and your maritime preponderance is fecured, 
for which you would do well to be moderate in 
your demands upon the Aullrian Netherlands.” 
Under any circumftances, this is a moll extra- 
ordinary topick of argument; but it is rendered by 
much the more unaccountable, when we are told,^ 
that if the war has been diverted from the great ob- 
je6t of eftabliihing focicty and good order in Eu- 
rope by dellroying tbe idiirpation in France; this 
diverfion was made to increafe the naval refources 
and power of Great Britain, and to lower, if not 
annihilate, thofe of the marine of France. I leave 
all this to the very ferious reflection of every Eng- 
liflimen. 

• This bafis was no fooner admitted, than the re-‘ 
jeftion of a treaty upon that foie foundation was a 
thing of courfe. The enemy did not think it wor- 
thy of a difeuflion, as in truth it was not ; and im- 
mediately as ufual, they began, in the moft oppro- 
brious, and moft infolent manner, to queftion our 
fincerity and good faith. AVhereas, in truth, there 
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Was no one fympton wanting of opennefs and fair- 
dealing. Wljatcould be more fair than to lay open 
to ail enemy all that you wilbed to obtain, and the 
price you meant to pay for it, and to defire him to 
imitate youringenuous proceeding, and in the fame 
manner to open his honeft heart to you? Here 
was no want of fair dealing, but there was too evi- 
dently^ a fault of another kind; there was much 
wtaknefs — there was an eager and impotent defire, 
of aflocialing with this unfocial power, and o£a,t~ 
tempting the connection by any means, howevei;- 
maniftfiiy feeble and ineffectual. The event was 
committed to chance ; tliat is, to fpch a mauifef- 
t;uion ol the delire of France for peace, as would; 
hnince the directory to forget the advantages, theyt 
had ui the fyfteni of barter. Accordingly tlie» ge- 
neral defire for fuch a peace was triumphantly re- 
^jorted from the moment that Lord Malmetbury* 
had fet his foot on Ihore at Calais. 

It has been faid,that the directory was compelled, 
againlt its will to accept the bafis of barter (as if 
that had tended to accelerate the work of pacifi-. 
cation !) by the voice of all France. Had this beem 
the cafe, the directors would have continued to 
lillen to that voice to which it feems they were fo 
obedient ; they would have proceeded with the 
negotiation upon that bafis. But the faCt is, that, 
they inftantly broke up the negotiation, as foon as 
they had obliged our ambaffador to violate all the 
• • ^ principles 
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principles of treaty, and weakly, raflily, and un- 
guardedly, to expofe, without any coimter-propo- 
htion, the whole of our prqjeft with regard to our- 
feivesand our allies, and without holding out the 
hnaUeft hope that they would adfuit the fmalieft 
part of our pretenfions. 

When they had thus drawn from us all that tbe]^ 
could draw out, they expelled Lord Malmelbury* 
and they appealed for the propriety of their con- 
dlu^t, to.that very France which, we thought pro- 
per to fuppofe, had driven them to this fine con- 
ceffion ; and I do not find that in either divifion of 
the family of thieves, the younger branch, or the; 
elder, or in any other body whatfoever, there was. 

indignation excited; or any tumult raifcd;or 
any> thing like the virulence of oppufition which 
was fiiewn to the king’s rainifterahere, on account 
of that tranfaotiou. 

Notwithftanding all this, it feems a hope is ftilL 
entertained, that the diretlory will have that ten- 
dernefs for the carcafe of tlieir country, by wholb 
very dillemper, and on.wbolb fefteriug wounds, 
like vermin, they are fed; that thefe pious patriots? 
will of themfelvea come into a more moderate and- 
reafonable way of thinking and adting. In the 
itame of wonder, what has infpired our minillry/ 
with tbiE hope any D .ore Uian witli tbed former.- 
expeftations ? 

Do'’ 
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Do thefe hopes only arife from continual dif- 
appointment ? Do they grow out of the ufual 
grounds of defpair ? What is there to encourage 
them, in the conduct, or even in the declarations 
of tlie ruling powers in France, from the firft for- 
mation of their mifchievous repuhlick to the hour 
in which I write ? Is not the direftory compofed of 
the fame junto? Are they not the identical men, 
who, from the bafe and fordid vices which belonged 
to tbeir original place and fituation, afpired to the 
dignity of crimes; and from the dirtied, lowed, 
moft fraudulent, and moft knavidi of chicaners, 
afcended in the fcale of robbery, focrilege, and af- 
fadination in all its forms, till atlaft they had im- 
brued tbeir impious hands in the blood of thei^ 
fovereign ? Is it from thefe men that we are to 
hope for tliis paternal tendernefs to their country, 
and this facred regard for the peace and happinefs' 
of all nations ! 

- But it fcems there is ftill another lurking hope* 
akin to that which duped us fo egregioufly before, 
W'hen our delightful bafis was accepted ; we ftill 
flatter ourfelves that the publick voice of France 
will compel this diredory to more moderation. 
Whence does this hope arife ? What publick 
voice is there in France? There are, indeed, fome 
writers, who, fince this-monfter of a diredory has 
obtained a great regular military force to guard 
them, are indulged in a fuflicient liberty of writing, 

and. 
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and fome of them write well undoubtedly. 
But, the work! knows that in .France there is no 
publick, that the country is compofed but of two 
defcriptions; audacious tyrants and trembling 
tlaves. The contells between the tyrants is the 
only vital principle tliat can be difcerned in 
France. The only thing which there appears like 
fpirit, is amongft their late aflbciates, and fafteft 
friends of the direftory, the more furious and un- 
tameable part of the jacobins. This difconteiited 
member of the fadlion does almoft balance the 
reigning divifions; and it threatens every moment 
to predominate. For the prefent, however, the 
dread of their fury forms fome fort of fecurity to 
their fellows, who now oxercife a more regular, 
and therefore a fomewhat lefs ferocious tyranny. 
Moll of the flaves choofe a quiet, however reluc- 
tant fubmilTion to thofe who are fomewhat fa- 
tiated with blood, and who, like wolves, are a 
little more tame from being a little lefs hungry, 
in preference to an irruption of the familhed de 
vourers, who are prowling and howling about the 
fold. 

This circumftance affures fome degree of -per- 
manence to the power of thofe, whom we know 
to be permanently our rancorous and implacable 
enemies. But to thofe very enemies, who have 
fworn our deflruclion, w’e have ourfelves given a 
further aad for better fecurity by rendering tJie 
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caafe of the royal ids defperate. Thofe brave and 
virtuous, but unfortunate adherents tothe anciertt 
eonflitution of their country, after the miferable 
daughters Mhich have been' made in tliat body, 
after all their Ioffes by emigration, are llill nume- 
rous, but unable to exert themfelves againft the 
force of the ufurpation, evidently coilntenanced 
and upheld by thofe very princes who had called 
them to arm for the fupport of the legal monarchy. 
"Where tlien, after chacing thefe fleeting hopes 
of ours from point to point of the political' hori- 
zon, are they at lad really found? Not where, 
under Providence, the hopes of Englifhmen ufed 
to be placed, in our own courage- and in our 
own virtues, but in the moderation and virtue of 
the mod atrocious menders that have ever dif- 
graced and plagued mankind. 

Tlie only excufe to be made for all our mendi- 
cant diplomacy is the fame as in the cafe of all 
other mendicancy; — namely, that it has been 
founded on abfolute neceffity. This deferves 
confideration. Neceffity, as it has no law, fo' it 
lias no fhame; but moral neceffity is not like me- 
taphyfical, or even phyfical. In that categor\', it 
is a word of loofe fignification, and conveys difo 
forent ideas to different minds. To the low- 
minded, the flighted neceffity becomes an invin- 
cible neteffity. “ The flothful man faith. There 
is a lion in the way, and I fliall be devoured in 
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“ the ftreets.” But when the neceffitjr pleaded 
ii» not in the nature of things, but in the vices of 
him who alleges it, the whining tones of cora- 
nion-place beggarly rhetorick, produce nothing 
but indignation ; becaufe they indicate a defire of 
keeping up a difhonourable exiftence, without uti- 
lity to others, and without dignity to itfelf ; be- 
caufe they aim at obtaining the dues of labour 
without indullry; and by frauds would draw from 
the compaflion of others, what men ought to owe- 
to their own fpirit and their own exertions. > 
I am thoroughly fatisfied tliat if we degrade 
ourfelves, it is the degradation which will fubje6t 
us to the yoke of neceffity, and not that it is ne- 
ceffity, which has brought on our degradation. In 
this fame chaos, where light and darknefs are 
ftrnggling together, the open fubfcription of laft 
year, with all its circumftances, muft have given 
us no little glimmering of hope; not (as I have 
heard, it was vainly difcourfed) that the loan could 
prove a crutch to a lame negotiation abroad ; and 
that the whiff and wind of it mull at once have 
difpofed the enemies of all tranquillity to a defire 
for peace. Judging on the face of ffuSs, if on 
them it had any effect at all, it had the direct con- 
trary effect ; for very fooa after the loan becmne 
publick at Paris, the negotiation ended, and oup 
^baffador was ignominioufly expelled. My view 
of this was different : 1 liked the loan, not fror^ 
. . the 
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the influence which it might have on the enemy, 
but on account of the temj>er which it indicated 
in our own people. This alone is a confideration- 
of any importance; becaufe, all calculation formed 
upon a fuppofed relation of tlie habitudes of 
others to our own, under the prefent circiim- 
flances, is weak and fallacious. The adverfary 
mull be judged, not by what we are, or by v\hat 
we wifli him to be, but by what we mull know he 
aftually is ; unlefs we choofe to fliut our eyes and 
onr ears to the uniform tenour of all his difeourfes, 
and to hi^ uniform courfe in all his aelions. We 
may be deluded; but we cannot pretend that we 
have been difappointed. The old rule of, Ne te qiue- 
Jiveris extra, is a precept as available in policy as it 
is in morals. Let us leave off fpeculating upon 
the difpofition and the wants of the enemy. Let 
us defeend into our own bofoms ; let us alk our- 
felves what are our duties and what are our means 
of difeharging them. In what heart are yon at 
home? How far may an Englifh minifter confide 
in the afleftions, in the confidence, in the force 
of an Englifli people ? What does he find us when 
he puts us to the proof of what Englifli intereft 
and Englifh honour demand ? It is, as furnifliing 
an anfwer to thefe queftions that I confider the cir- 
cumftancesof the loan. The effeft on the enemy 
is not in what he may fpeculate on our refonrees, 
but in what he fliall feel from our arms. 
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The circiunftanr.es of the loan have proved be- 
yond a doubt three capital points, which, if they 
are properly ufed, may be advantageous to the 
future liberty and happinefs of mankind. In llie 
firft place, the loan demonftrates, in regard to in- 
ftrumental refources, the competency of this king- 
dom to the aflertion of the common caufe, and to 
the maintenance and fuperintendance of that, 
which it is its duty, and its glory to hold, and to 
watch over — the balance of power throughout the 
ehriftian world. Secondly, it brings to light what, 
under the moft difcouraging appearances, I always 
reckoned on; that with its ancient phyfical force, 
not only unimpaired, but augmented, its ancient 
fpirit is ftill alive in the Britidi nation. It proves, 
that for their application there is a fpirit equal to 
the refources, for its energy above them. It proves 
that there exifts though not always vifible, a fpirit 
which never fails to come forth whenever it is 
ritually invoked ; a fpirit which will give no equi- 
vocal refponfe, but fuch as will hearten the timi- 
dity, and fix the irrefolution of hefitating pru- 
dence ; a fpirit which will be ready to perform all 
the talks that lhall beimpofed upon it by publick 
honour. Thirdly, the loan difplays an abundant 
confidence in his Majefty’s government, as ad- 
minillered by his prefent fervant.s, in the profecu- 
tion of a war which the people confider, not as a 
war made on the fuggeftion of minifters, and to 
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anfiver the purpofes of the ambition or pride of 
ftatefman, but as a war of their own, and in defence 
of that vcny property which they expend for it* 
fnpport ; a war for that order of things, from which 
every thing valuable that they poflefs is derived, 
and in which order alone it can poflibly be main-* 
tained. 

I hear in derogation of the value of the fad:, 
from which I draw inferences fo favourable to the 
fpirit of the people and to its juft expe6tation from 
minifters, that the eighteen million loan is to be 
confidered in no other light, than as taking advan- 
tage of a very lucrative bargain held out to the 
fubferibers. I do not in truth believe it. All the 
circumftances which attended the fubfeription 
ftrongly fpoke a different language. Be it, how- 
ever, as thefe detractors fay. This with me dero- 
gates little, or rather nothing at all, from the poli- 
tical value Imd importance of the fact. I fhould 
be very forry if the tranfadion was not fuch a bar- 
gain, otherwife it would not have been a fair one; 
A corrupt and improvident loan, like every thing 
elfe corrupt or prodigal, cannot be too much con- 
demned ; but there is a fliort-fighted parfimony- 
ftill more fatal than an unforefeeiug expence. The 
value of money mull be judged like every thing 
elfe from its rate at market.' To force that mar- 
ket, or any market, is of all things the mod dan- 
gerous, For a finall temporary benefit, the fpring 
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of all piiblick credit might be relaxed for ever. 
The monied men have a right to look to advan- 
tage in the inveftment of their property. To ad- 
vance their money, they rifk it; and the rilk is to 
be included in'the price. If tliey were to incur a 
lofs, that lofs would amount to a tax on that pecu- 
liar fpecies of property. In effect, it would be the 
moll unjufl and impolitick of all things, unequal 
taxation. It would throw upon one defcription 
of perfons in the community, that burden which 
ought by fair and equitable dillribution to reft 
upon tlie whole. None on account of their dig- 
nity. Ihcnhl be exempt; none (preferring due 
proportion) oh account of the fcantinefs of their 
means.’ The moment a man is exem]»ted from 
thetmnintenance of the community, he is in a 
fort fejjarated from it. He lofes the jilace of a 
citizen.: ' . 

. So it is in all luxation-, but in a bargain, w’hen 
terms of lofs are looked for by the borrower from 
tiie lender, compullion, or what virtually is com- 
pulfion, introduces itfelf into the place of treaty. 
When compulfion may be at all ufed by a ftate 
in borrowing, the occalion inufl determine. But 
the compulfion ought to be known, and well de- 
fined, and well dillinguilhed: for otherwife treaty 
only weakens the energy of compulfion, while 
compulfion deftroys the freedom of a bargain. 
The advantage of both is loft by the confufion 
"VoL. VTII, A A of 
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of things in their nature utterly unfociable. It 
would be to intro'duce compulfion into that in 
which freedom and exiftence are the fame ; I 
mean credit. The moment that fliame, or fear, or 
force, are directly or indire6ily applied to a loan, 
credit perilhes. 

There mull be fome impulfe befides publick 
fpirit, to put private intereftinto motion along with 
it. Monied men ought to be allowed to fet a 
value on their money; if they did not, there could 
be no monied men. This defire of accumulation, 
is a principle without which the m^ns of their 
fervice to the Hate could not exill. The love of 
lucre, though fometimes carried to a ridiculous, 
fometimes to a vicious excefs, is the grand caufe 
of profperity to all Hates. In this natural, this 
reafonable, this powerful, this prolifick principle, 
it is for the fatyrift to expofe the ridiculous; it i» 
forthemoralill tocenfure the vicious ; it is for the 
fyrapathctick heart to reprobate the hard and 
cruel ; it is for the judge to animadvert bn the 
fraud, the extortion, and the oppreflion ; but it i» 
for the ftatefman to employ it as he finds it, with 
ail its concomitant excellencies, with all its imper- 
feblions on its head. It is his part, in this cafe, as 
it is in all other cafes, where he is to make ufe of 
the general energies of nature, to take them as he 
finds^them. 

Alter all, it is a great njiftaketo imagine, as tro 
17 “ ■ commonlyj 
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Commonly, almoft indeed generally, it is imagined, 
that the piiblick borrower and the private lender 
are two adverfe parties with diflerent and contend- 
ing intereils ; and that what is given to the one, is 
wholly taken from the other, Conftituted as our 
fyftem of finance and taxation is, the interefts of 
the contracting parties cannot well be feparated, 
tv’hatever they may reciprocally intend* He who 
is the hard lender of to-day^ to-morrow is the 
generous contributor to his own payment* Fdl?' 
examjjlc, the lad loan is raifed on publick taxes, 
which are defigned to produce annually two mU- 
lions flerling. At fi.fl view, this is dn annuity of 
two millions dead charge upon the pnblickin fe- 
vour of certain monied men : but in'pedt the thii ig ' 
more nearly, follow the ftream in its ineandcrsi 
and you will lind that there is a good deal of fal- 
liiev in this (late of things. 

I take it, that whoever confiders any man’s ex- 
penditure of his income, old or new (I fpeak of 
certain clalTes in hfe)j vviii find a full third of it go 
in taxes, direct or indirect. If fo, this new-creat- 
ed income of two millions will probably turnilh 
665,000/. (I avoid broken numbers) tow.ards the 
j>ayment of its own intereft, or to the linking of 
its owmi capital. So it is with the whole of the 
publick debt. Suppofe it any given fiim, it is a 
faliacions eftimate of the affairs of a nation to con- 
fider it as a mere burthen; to a degree it is fo 

A A 2 without 



LETTERS ON A 


356 

without queftion, but not wholly fo, nor any thing 
like it. If the income from the intereft be fpent, 
the above proportion returns again into the publick 
flock: infomuch, that taking the intereft of the 
whole debt to be twelve millions three hundred 
thoufand pound, (it is fomething more) not lefs 
than a fum of four million one hundred thoufa^^ 
pound comes back again to the publick through 
the channel of impofition. If the whole, or any 
part, of that income be faved, fo much new capital 
is generated ; the infallible operation of which is to 
lower the value of money, and confequently to con- 
duce towards the improvement of publick credit. 

I take the expenditure of the capitalijl, not the 
value of the capital, as my ftandard ; becaufe it is 
the ftandard upon which amongft us, property as 
an objeft of taxation, is rated. In this country, 
land and offices only excepted, we raife no faculty 
tax. We preferve the faculty from the expence. 
Our taxes, for the far greater portion, fly over the 
heads of the loweft clafles. They efcape too who, 
with better ability, voluntarily fubje6l themfelves 
to the harfli difcipline of a rigid neceffity. "With 
us, labour and frugality, the parents of riches, are 
fpread, and wifely too. Tlie moment men ceafe 
to augment the common ftock, the moment they 
no longer enrich it by their induftry or their felf- 
denial, their luxury and even their eafe are obliged 
to pay contribution to the publick j not becaufe 
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they are vicious principles, but becaufe they are 
unproductive. If, in fa6t, the intereft paid by the 
publick had not thus revolved again into its own 
fund ; if this fecretion had not again been abforbed 
into the mafsof blood, it would have been impof- 
fible for the nation to haveexifted to this time un- 
der fuch a debt.’ But under tiie debt it doesexift 
and flourith; and this flourilliing date of exiftence 
in no fmall degree is owing to the contribution 
from the debt to the payment. Whatever, there- 
fore, is taken from that capital by too clofe a bar- 
gain, is but a delnfive advantage, it is fo much loft 
to the pul)lick in another way. This matter can- 
noton the one fide or the other, be metaphyfically 
purfued to the extreme, but it is a confideration of 
which, in all difcuftK'ns of this kind, we ought 
never wholly to lofe fight. 

It is never, therefore, wife to quarrel with the 
interefted views of men, whilft they are combined 
with the publick intereft and promote it; it is our 
bufinefs to tie the knot, if poffible, clofer. Refour- 
ces that are derived from extraordinary virtues, as 
fuch virtues are rare, fo they muft be unproductive. 
It is a good thing for a monied man to pledge his 
property on the welfare of his country; he thews 
that he places his treafure where his heart is ; and, 
revolving in this circle, we know that “ wherever 
“ a man’s treafure is, there his heart will be alfo.” 
For thclie reafons and on thefe principles, I have 
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been forry to fee the attempts which have been 
made, with more good meanijigthan foreligUt and 
conh J"" •'■ion, towards raifing the annual interell 
of this 1. ... by private contributions. ^\'herever 
a regular revenue is eftablilhed, there voluntaiy 
contribution can anftV^Bopurpofe, but todiforder 
and difturb it in its courfe, To recur to fuch aids 
is, for fq much to diffolve the conimunity, and tp 
return to a ftate of unconneded nature. And even 
if fuch a fupply ihoiild be prodpftive, in a degree 
commenfurate to its oI>je6t, it muft alfo be pro- 
du6tive of much vexation,, and much opprefiion, 
F-ither the citizen.s, by the propofed duties, pay 
their proportion according to fome rate made by 
publick authority, or they do not. If the law be 
well made, and the contributions founded on jult , 
proportions, every thing fuperadded by fomething 
that is not as regular as law, and as uniform in its 
operation, will become more or lefs out of pro- 
portion. If, on the contrary, the law be not made 
upon proper calculation, it is a difgracs to the pub- 
Jick wifdom, which fails in fkill to afTefs the citizen 
pi juft meafure, and according tp his means. But 
the hand of authority is not always the moll heavy 
hand, It is obvious, that men may be opprelled 
by many ways, befidesthofe which take their courfe 
from the fnpreme power of the ftate. Suppofe the 
payment to be wholly difcretjonaiy. Whatever 
has its origin in caprice, is fure not to improve ia 
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its progrefs, nor to end in reafon. It is im{K>(nble 
for each private individual to have any meafure 
conformable to the particular condition of each of 
liisfellow-citiaens, or to the general exigencies 
liis country, 'Tis a random Ihot at bell. 

When men proceed in this irregular mode, the 
firft contributor is apt to grow peevilh with his 
neighbours. He is but too well difpofed to meafure 
their uje-ans by his own envy, and not by the real 
ftate of their fortunes, which iip cun rarely know, 
and Av’hich it may in them be an atr of tlie groffeft 
imprudence to reveal. Hence the odium and laf- 
litude, with which people will look upon a provi- 
fion for the puhlick, wliich is bought by difcord at 
the expem e of focial quiet,. Hence the bitter heart- 
turnings, and the war of tongues which is fo often 
the prelude to other wars. Nor is it every contri- 
bution, called voluntary, which is according to the 
free will of the giver. A ialfe llianK , or a falfe 
glory, againft his feelings, and his judgment, may 
tax an individual to the detriment of his family, and 
in wrong of his creditors. A pretence of puhlick 
fpirit may difable him from the performance of liis 
private duties. It may difable him even from pay- 
ing the legitimate contributions which he is to 
furniih according to the prefcript of Jaw ; but 
what is the moll dangerous of all is, that malignant 
difpofition to which this mode of contribution evi- 
dently tends, and which at Ithigth leaves the com- 
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paratii’'ely~indigpnt, to judge of the wealth, and to 
prefcribe^o'ithe opuJcnt*,' or thofe wliom they con- 
ceive to btt ludb/'the ufe'they.are to make of their 
'Ibrfttnc'Sc >Fi^m thenefeMt >i but one ftep to the 
fubveiTion of ctH propert y. ' 
o.'iEaf’/'.Tery far *anrili from fuppofmg that fuch 
thin^ enter into the pur^jdfes of thofe excellent 
perfbns whofe zeal has led them to this kind of 
meaftife 5 but the meafure itfelf will lead them be- 
yond their intention, and what is begun with the 
'belldefigns, bad men will perverfely improve to the 
word of their purpofes. An ill-founded plaulibility 
in great affairs is a real evil. In France we have 
feeu the wickedetl and moll foolilh of men, the 
conftitution-mongers of 1789, purfuing this very 
courfe, and ending in this very event. Thefe pro*- 
je6lorsof deception fetonfoot two modes of volun- 
tary contribution to the ftate. The firft they called 
patriotick gifts. Thefe, for the greater part were 
not more ridiculous in the mode, than contemptible 
in the project. The other, which they called the 
patriotick contribution, was expetted to amount to 
a fourth of the fortunes of individuals, but at their 
own will and on their own eftimate ; but this con- 
tribution threatening to fall infinitely Ihort of their 
hopes, they foon made it compulfory both in the 
rate and in the levy, beginning in fraud and end- 
ing as all the frauds of power end, in plain violence. 
All thefe devices to produce an involuntary will, 
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were under tlie pretext of relieving the more indi- 
gent clafles, but the principle of voluntary contri- 
bution, however delufive, being once eftabiillied, 
thefe louver clafles firft, and then all claflTes, were 
encouraged to throw olf the regular methodical 
payments to the ftate as fo many badges of flavery 
Thus all regular revenue tailing, thefe impoftors 
raifing the fuperftrufiure on the fame cheats with 
which the}”^ had laid the foundation of their great- 
nefs, and not content with a portion of the poiTef- 
fions of the rich, confifcated the whole, and to pre- 
vent them from reclaiming their rights, murdered 
the proprietors. The wdiole of the procefs has 
pafled before our eyes, and been conducted indeed 
with a 'greater degree' of rapidity,' than could be 
■eicpefted. ", 

" My opinion then is, t?!i#it: pnbliek contributions 
ought'only to be raifed 'by th^'pnblick will. ' By 
the judicious form of oilr euitftifutiOn, thepi^dick 
contribution is in its name'liihMubllance a grant; 
In its origin it is truly voluiitarv; not voluntary 
according to the irregular, niYfteady, capricious 
will of individuals, but according to the will and 
vvifdom of the whole popular mats, in tl>e only way 
in which will and wifdom can go together. This 
voluntary grant obtaining in its progrefs the force 
of a law, a general necelfity w hich takes away all 
merit, and coiifequently all jealonfy from indivi- 
duals, compreffes, equalizes, and fatisfies the whole; 
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fufiering no man to judge of his neighbour, or to 
arrogate any thing to himfelf. If their will com- 
plies with their obligation, the great end is an- 
fwered in theliappieft mode; if the will refills the 
burthen, every one lofes a great part of his ow« 
will as a common lot. After all, perhaps contri- 
butions raifed by a charge on luxury, or that de- 
gree of convenience which approaches fo near as 
to be confounded with luxury, is the only mode 
of contribution which may be with truth termed 
voluntary, 

I might reft here, and take the loan I fpeak of 
as leading to a folution of tltat queftion, which I 
propofed in my firft letter ; “ Whether the in* 
ability of the country to profecute the war, did 
neceflitate a fubmiftion to the indignities and the 
calamitiesof apeace with the regicide power?” But 
give me leave to purfue this point a little further* 

1 know that it has been a cry ufual on this 00- 
cafion, as it has been upon occafions wherb fuch a 
cry could havelefs apparent juftification, that great 
diftrefs and mifery have been the confequence of 
this war, by the burthens brought and laid upon 
the people. But to know where the burthen really 
lies and where it preffes, we muft divide the peo- 
ple. As to the common people, their ftock is in 
their perfons and in their earnings. I deny that the 
ftock of their perfons is diminiflied in a greater pro- 
portion than the common fqurces of populoufnefs 
I abundantly 
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abundantly fill up ; I mean conftant employ- 
ment ; proportioned pay according to the produce 
of the foil, and where the foil fails, according to 
the operation of the general capital} plentiful nou- 
rilliment to vigorous labour } comfortable provL- 
fion to decrepid age, to orphan infancy, and to 
ticcidental malady. I fay nothing to the policy of 
the provifion for the poor, in all the variety of 
faces under which it prefents itfelf. This is the 
matter of another inquiry. I only juft fpeak cwfit 
as of a fact, taken with others to fupport me in 
my denial, that hitherto any one of the ordinary 
fources of the increafe of mankind is dried up by 
this war. I affirm what I can well prove, that 
the wafte has been lefs tlian the fiipply. To fay 
that in war no man muft be killed, is to fay that 
there ought tu he no war. This they may fay, 
wl.'o with to talk idly, and who would difplay their 
hunjanity at tlie expence of their honefU", or their 
imdcrftanding. If more lives are loll in tliis war 
than neceffity recpiires, they are loft by mifcoiKludl 
pr miftake, but if the hofldity be juft, the errour is 
to be coi reeled: the war is not to be abandoned. 

That the ftock of the common people, in num- 
bers, is not leffened, any more than the caules are 
impaired, is manifeft, without being at the pains of 
an a^ual numeration. An improved and improv- 
ing agriculture, which implies a great augmen- 
tation of labour, has not yet foujid itfelf at a ftand, 

po. 


Digitized by Google 



364 LETTERS ON A 

HO, not for a Tingle moment, for want of the necef- 
fary hatuls, eitlier in the fettled progrefs of huf- 
bandry, or in the occafional prefliire of harveft. I 
have even reafon to believe that there has been a 
much fmaller importation, or the demand of it, 
from a neiglibouring kingdom than in former 
times, when agriculture was more limited in its 
extent and its means, and when the time was a 
feafon of profound peace. On the contrary the 
prolifick fertility of country life has poured its 
fuperfluity of population into the canals, and into 
other publick works, which of late years have" 
been undertaken to fo amazing an extent, and 
which have not only not been difcontinued, but 
beyond all expeftation pufhed on with redoubled 
rigour, in a war that calls for fo many of our men, 
and fo much of our riches. An increafing capital 
calls for labour : and an increafing population an- 
fwers to the call. Our manufactures, augmented 
both for the fupply of foreign and domeftick con- 
fumption, reproducing wilh the means of life, the 
multitudes which they ufe and wafte, (and which 
many of them devour much more furely and 
much more largely than the war) have always 
found the lalwrions hand ready for the liberal pay\ 
That the price of the foldier is highly raifed is 
true. In part this rife may be owing to fome 
meafures not fo well confidered in the beginning 
of this war j but the grand caufe has been the 
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relu6lance of that clafs of people from whom the 
foldiery is taken, to enter into a military life, not 
that but once entered into, it has its conve- 
niences, and even its pleafures. I have feldom 
known a foldier who, at the intercellion of his 
friends, and at their no final! charge, had been re- 
deemed from that difcipline, that in a diort time, 
was not eager to return to it again. But the true 
reafon is the ahumlant occupation, and the aug- 
mented ftipend found in towns, and villages, and 
farms, which leaves a fmaller number of perfons to 
be difpofed of. The price of men for new and 
untried ways of life, muft bear a proportion to tlie 
profits of that mode of exiftence from whence they 
are to be bought. 

So far as to the dock of the common people as 
it confifts in their perfons. As to the other part, 
which confifts in their earnings, I have to fay, that; 
tlie rates of wages are very greatly augmented al- 
moft through the kingdom. In the parifti wherej 
I live, it has been raifed from feven to nine ftiil-> 
lings in the week for the fame labourer, perform- 
ing the fame talk and no greater. Except forae- 
thing in the malt taxes, and the duties upon fugars, 
I do not know any one tax impofed for verymany 
years paft which alTefts the labourer in any degree 
whatfoever ; while on the other hand, the tax upon 
houfes not having more than feven windows {that 
is, upon cottages) was repealed the very year be-, 
fore the commencement of the prefent war. On 

the 
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the whole, I am fatisfied that the humbleft clafs, 
and tliat clafs which touches the moft nearly on 
thelovveft, out of which it is continually emerging, 
and to which it is continually falling, receives far 
more from publick impofitions than it pa3's. That 
dafs receives two millions fterling annually from 
the clafles above it. It pays to no fuch amount 
towards any publick contribution. 

I hope it is not neceflaiy for me to take notice 
of that language, fo ill fuited to the perfons ta 
whom it has been attributed, and fo unbecoming 
the place in which it is faid to have been uttered, 
concerning the prefent war as the caufe of the 
high price of provifions during the greater part of 
the year 1 796. I prefume it is only to be aferibed 
to the intolerable liceilce with which the newfpapers 
break not ojily the rules of decorum, in real life, 
but even the dramatick decorum, when they per- 
fonate great men, and, like bad poets, make the" 
heroes of the piece. talk more like us Grub-ftreet 
Ibribblers, than in a ftyle confonant to perfons of 
gravity and importance in the Hate. It was eafy 
to demonllrate the caufe, and the foie caufe, of 
that rife in the grand article and firft neceflary of 
life. It would appear that it had no more con-< 
nexion with the war, than the moderate price to 
whieh all forts of grain were reduced, foon after 
the returh of Lord Malmelbury, had with the ftate 
of politicks and the fate of his Lordlliip’s treaty. I 
have quite as good reafon (that is, no reafon at all) 

to 
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to attribute thi:> aloundance to the longer conti- 
nuance of the war, as the gentlemen who perfonate 
leading members of parliament, have had for giv- 
ing the enhanced price to that war, at a more 
early period of its duration. Oh, the folly of us 
poor creatures, who, in the midfl of our diftrefles, 
or our efcapes, are ready to claw or carefs one 
another, upon matters that fo feldom depend on 
our wifdom or our weaknefs, on our good or evil 
condu6t towards each other. 

An untimely fhower, or an unfeafonable 
drought ; a froft too long continued, or too fud- 
denly broken 'up, with rain and tempell; the 
blight of the fpring, or the frnut of the harveft ; 
will do more to caufe the diftrefe of the belly, 
than all the contrivances of all ftatefmen can do 
to relieve it. Let government prote6t and encou- 
rage indullry, fecure property, reprefs violence, 
and difcountenance fraud, it is all that they have 
to do. In otlier refpe6ts, the lefs they meddle in 
thefe affairs the better j the reft is in the bands of 
our Matter and theirs. We are in a conftitution 
of things wherein — “ Modofol nimiuSy modo corripit 
“ imber." But 1 will pulh this matter nofiirti^. 
As I have faid a good deal npon it at various 
times during my publick fervice, and have lately 
written fomething on it, which may yet fee the 
light, I fhall content myfelf now with obferving, 
that the vigorous and laborious eiafs of life has 

lately 
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Jately got from the bok ton of the humanity of thi^‘ 
day, the name of the “• labouring poor." We have 
heard many plans for the relief of the “ labouring 
poor." This puling jargon is 'not as innocent 
as it is foolifli. In meddling with great aflairs 
weaknefs is never innoxious. Hitherto the name 
of poor (in the fenfe in which it is ufed to excite 
companion) has not been ufed for thofe who can, 
but for thofe who cannot labour — for the fick and 
infirm ; for orphan infancy ; for languifliing and 
decrepid age : but when we afFeft to pity as poor, 
thofe who muft labour or the world cannot exift, 
we are trifling with the condition of mankind. It 
is the common doom of man that he muft eat his 
bread by the fweat of his brow, that is, by the 
fvveat of his body, or the fweat of liis mind. If this 
toil was inflifted as a curfe, it is as might be expect- 
ed from the curfes of the Father of all Blelfings — 
it is tempered with many alleviations, many com- 
forts. Every attempt to fly from it, and to refufe 
the very terms of our exiftence, becomes much 
more truly a curfe, and heavier pains and penalties 
fall upon thofe who would elude the talks which 
are put upon them by the great Mailer Workman 
of the World, who in his dealings with his crea- 
tures fympathizes with their weaknefs, and fpeak- 
ing of a creation wrought by mere will out of no- 
thing, fpeaks of fix days of labour and one of rcjl. 

I do not call a healthy young man, chearful in his 
•; ..{ mind. 
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mind, and vigorous in his arms, I cannot call fuch 
a man, poor j 1 cannot pity my kind as a kind, 
merely becaufe they are men. This afFeded pity, 
only tends to diffatisfy them with their condition, 
and to teach them to feek refources where no re- 
fources are to be found, in fomething elfe than 
their own induftry, and frugality, and fobriety. 
Whatever may be the intention (which, becaufe I 
do not know, I cannot difpute) of thofe who would 
difcontent mankind by tbis ftrange pity, they aft 
towards us in the confequences, as if they were 
our word enemies 

In tummg our view from the lower to the 
higher claffes, it will not be necelfary for me to 
Ihew at any length that the dock of the latter, as 
it confills in their numbers, has not yet differed 
‘ any material diminution. I have not feen or heard 
it afferted : I have no reafon to believe it : there is 
no want of officers, that I have ever underdood, 
for the new fhips which we commillion, or the new 
regiments which we raife. In the nature of things 
it is not with their perfons, that the higher claffes 
principally pay their contingent to the demands of 
.war. There is another, and not lefs important, 

■ part which reds with almod exclufive weight upon 
- them. They furnifh the means, 

" How war may beft upheld. 

Move by liervtwo main nerves,. iron android, 
la all her equipage.” 

V0L.VIII. Bb Not 
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Not that they are exempt from contributing alfo 
l)y their perfonal fervice in the fleets and armies ol 
their country. They do contribute, and in their 
full and fair proportion, according to the relative 
proportion of their numbers in tlie community. 
They contribute all the mind that aftuates the 
whole machine. The fortitude required of them, 
is very (liflerent from the unthinking alacrity of 
the common foldier, or common failor, in the face 
of danger and death ; it is not a paflion, it is not 
an impulfe, it is not a fentiment; it is a cool. 
Heady, deliberate principle, always prefen t, alw.ays 
. equable ; having no connexion with imger ; tern, 
pering honour with prudence; incited, invigorat- 
ed, and fuftained by a generous love of fame; in- 
formed, moderated and direfted by an enlarged 
knowledge of its own great publick ends ; flowing 
in one blended ftream from the oppofite fources 
of the heart and the head; carrying in itfelf its 
own commiflion, and proving its title to every 
other command, by the fidl and moil difficult com- 
mand, that of the bofom in which it refides: it is 
a fortitude, which unites with the courage of the 
lield the more exalted and refined courage of the 
council; which knows, as well to retreat as to ad- 
vance; which can conquer as well by delay, as by 
the rapidity of a march, or the impetuofity, of an 
attack; which can be, with Fabius, the black cloud 
that lowers on the tops of the mountains, or with 
Scipio, the thunderbolt of war; which undifmayed 

' ■ by 
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by fjJfe fhatne, can patiently endure the fevered 
trial that a gallant fpirit can undergo, in the taunts 
and provocations of the enemy, the fufpicions, the 
cold refpeft, and “ mouth-honour” of thofe, from 
whom it Ihould meet a cheerful obedience; which 
undidurbed by falfe humanity, can calmly alTume 
that mod awful moral refponfibility of deciding, 
when viftory may be too dearly purchafed by the 
lofs of a dngle life, and when the fafety and glory 
of their country may demand the certain facrifice 
of thoufand.s. Different dations of command may 
call for different modifications of this fortitude, but 
'the charafter ought to be the fame in all. And 
never, in the mod palmy date” of our martial re- 
nown, did it fhine with brighter ludre, than in the 
prefent fanguinary and ferocious hodilities, where- 
ever the Britifh arms have been carried. But, in 
this mod arduous, and momentous condi^l, which 
from its nature Ihould have roufed us to new and 
unexampled efforts, I know not how it has been, 
that we have never put forth half the drength, 
which we have exerted in ordinary wars. In the 
- fatal battles, which have drenched the continent 
with blood, and fliaken the fydem of Europe to 
pieces, we have never had any confideroble army 
of a magnitude to be compared to the lead of thofb 
• by which, in former times, we fo glorioufly affert- 
•cd our place as prote6tors, not oppreffors, at the 
. head of the great commonwealth of Europe. We 
: / ' t SB» have 
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liave never man'fijtty met the darrger in froi’itrnnd 
the enemy, "refigning to ds oor nator^al' do- 
minion of the'occani and abandoning tiie defence 
of liis diftant pofleflioris to the Infernal energy of 
file dellroyihg principles, which he hdd 'planted 
there for the fubverfion of tlie neighbouring colo- 
nies, drove fortli by one fweeping Tiw of unprece- 
dented defp'otifin, his armed multitudes on every 
fide,^to overwhelm the countries ahd ftaites, which 
had for centuries flood the firm barriers againft flie 
ambition of France ; we drew hadk thearin of our 
military force, which had never been more than 
'half railed to oppofe him.’ 'From that time We 
have been combating only wlth the other arm of 
■“our naval power; the right ’arm 'of England I ad- 
mit; blit which ftriick altfioft tmrefified, with 
'bldvvs, tbat'cOuld never fedchthe heart of thehof- 
'tile nnfcliief. From that ifime, "without a fm^e 
beffoft to rfcgain thofe outworks, "Which' ever till now 
we fo ftiienuoutly maintainefi , as tlie ftrong'frontier 
of our own dignity and' lafety, no lefs than the li- 
'b'ertles of Europe; with'but one feeblfe attempt to 
^ifuCCoUr' thofe brave, faithful; and minlero'us al- 
' lies, whbm for the firft time finbe the days of our 
' Edwards and Henrys, we noiv’have in the bofom 
- of France itfelf; -we have bebn ’intrenching, and 
• ifbhsifyitig, and gUrrifonirig ourfelves . at hom'e : 
c We have been fedoubfing fecurity on fecority, to 
j iirotdi^ Ottvfeltes’ froHi hmfion, Whicliliasj nOw frft 
i V become 
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become to us a ferious object of alarm aud tcrcour.> 
Alas 1 the few of us, who have protracted life in 
any meafure near to the extreme limits of our diorl 
period, have been condemned to fee ftraiige things; 
new fyllems of policy, new principles, and not only, 
new men, but what might appear a new fpecies of 
men. I believe that any perfbn who was of age; 
to t^e a pact in publick affairs forty X'ears ago (if 
the intermediate fpace of time were expunged from; 
his memory) would hardly credit his fenfes, whea 
tie thouJd hear from tlie highell authority, that an. 
army of two hundred thoufand men was kept upt 
in this iflgud, and tliat in t^e neighbouring ifland 
there were at leafl fourfcore thoufand more. But 
when he h^ recovered from his furprife on being 
told of this army, wliich has not its parallel, what 
muft be his a£onifhment to be told again, that this 
mighty force was kept up for the mere purpofe of 
an inert and paflive defence, and tlixt, in its far 
greater part, it was difabled by it? conftitntion aud 
very elTence, from defending us againft an enemy 
by any one preventive flroke, or any one o|3eratioa 
of active hoflility ? What mull his reflections be, 
on learning further, .that a fleet of five hundred . 
men of war, the beft appointed, and to the. full as - 
ably commanded as this country ever had upon 
the liaa, was for the greater part employed in caj> 
rying on the fame fyftem of unenterprifmg det 
fenced Wh|it miift be the fentiments and feelings 
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of one who remembers the former energy, of Eng-‘ 
land, ‘when he is given to underfiand, that thefe 
two iflands, with their extenfive, and every where 
vulnerable coaft, Ihould be confidered as a garri- , 
foned fea-town ; what would fuch a man, what 
would any man think, if the garrifon of fo llrange 
a fortrefs fhould be fuch, and fo feebly command- 
ed, as never to make a fally ; and that, contrary to 
all which has hitherto been feen in war, an infi- 
nitely inferiour army, with the fhattered relicks of 
an almoU annihilated navy, ill found, and ill man-> 
ned, may withfafety befiegethis fuperiour garrifon, 
and without hazarding the life of a man, ruin the 
place, merely by the menaces and falfe appear- 
ances of an attack? Indeed, indeed, my dear 
friend, I look upon this matter of our defenfive 
fyftem as much the moft important of all confide- 
rations at this moment. It has oppreffe^ me with 
many anxious thoughts, which, more than any 
bodily diftemper, have funk me to the condition, 
in which yon know that 1 am. Should it pleafe 
Providence to' reftore to roe, even the late w'eak re- 
mains of my ftrength, I propofe to make this mat- 
ter the fubjett of a particular difcuflion. I only 
mean here to argue, that the mode of conducting 
the war on oiu* part, be it good or bad, has pre- 
vented even the common havock of war in our 
population, and efpecially among thpt clafs, whofe 
duty and privilege of fuperiority it is, to lead the 

way 
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way amidft the perils and daughter of the field of. 
battle. 

The other caufes, which fometimes affedt the 
numbers of the lower clafles, but which I have 
Ihewn not to have exilied to any fuch degree dur- 
ing this war, — penury, cold, hunger, nakednefs, — 
do not eafily reach the higher orders of fociety. I 
do not dread for them the flighted tafte of thefe 
calamities from the diftrefs and prefTure of the war. 
They have much more to dread in that way from 
the confifcations, the rapines, the burnings, and 
the maflacres that may follow in the train of a 
peace, which fliall ellablifli the devaftatingand de- 
populating principles and example of the French 
regicides, in fecurity, and triumph and dominion. 
In the ordinary courfe of human affairs any check 
to population among men in eafe and opulence, is 
lets to be apprehended from what they may fuffer, 
than from what they enjoy. Peace is more likely 
to be injurious to them in that refpedl than war. 
The excefles of delicacy, repofe, and fatiety, are as 
unfavourable as the extremes of hardflnp, toil, and 
want, to the increafe and multiplication of our kind. 
Indeed, the abufe of the bounties of nature, much 
more furely than any partial privation of them, 
tends to intercept that precious boon of a fecond 
and dearer life in our progeny, which Was bellow- 
ed in thp firft great command to man from the All- 
gracipus^Giver of all, whofe name be blefled, whe- 
B * 4 ther 
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ther he gives or takes away. His hand, in every 
page of his book, has written the leflbn of modera- 
tion. Our phyfical well-being, our moral worth, 
our focial happinefs, our political tranquillity, all 
depend oh that control of all our appetites and 
paffions, which the ancients defigned by the cardi- 
nal virtueof temperance. 

The only real queftion to our prefent purpdfe, 
with regard to the higher clafles, is, how hands the 
account of their ftock, as it confifls in wealth of 
every defcription ? Have the burthens of the war 
compelled them to curtail any part of their former 
expenditure ; which I have before obferv'ed, affoMs 
the only handard of eftirhating property ^ an ob- 
jm of taxation ^ Do they enjoy all the fame con- 
veniencies, the fame comforts, the fame elegancies, 
the luxuries, in the fame, or ih as many different 
modes as they did before the war ? 

Inthe laft eleven years, there have been no lefs 
than three folemn inquiries into the finances of 
the kingdom, by three diflerent committees of your 
hoiife. The firft was in the year 1786. On that 
occafion, I remember, the report of the committee 
was examined, and fifled and bolted To the bran,' 
by a'gentleman whofe keen and powerful talents 1 
have ever admired. He thought there was not fuf- 
ficreut evidence to warrant the pteafirig reprefen'tS- 
tion, which the committee had made, of our na- 
tional' profperity. He did riot believe that our 

publick 
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pulilick revenue could continxie to be foproduc- 
live, as they had aflumed. He even wetit the 
length of recording his ovrn inferencez of doubt, 
in a fet of refolutions, which now ftand upon your 
journals. And perhaps the retrofpeft, on "Which 
the report proceeded, did not go far enougii back, ' 
to allow any fure and fatisfaftory average for a 
ground of folid calculation. But what was the 
event? When the next comftiittee fate in 1791, 
they found, that, on an average of the laft four 
3'ears, their predeceflbrs had fallen Ihort in their 
‘ eftimate of the permanent taxes, by more than 
three hundred and forty thoufaivd pounds a year. 
Surely then if I can Ihow, that in the produce of 
thofe fame taxes, and more particularly of fuch as 
affieA articles of luxurious uCe and confumption, 
the four years of the war have equalled thofe four" 
years of peace, flonrifhing, as they were, beyond 
the moll fanguine fpeculations, I may expert to 
bear no more of the dillrefs occafioned by the war. 

The additional burden.s whicli have been laid oa 
fortie of thofe fame articles, might reafonably claim 
fome allowance to be made. Every new advance 
of the price to the confumer, is a new incentive to 
him to retrench the quantity of his confumption ; 
and if, upon the whole, he pays the fame, his pro- 
perty computed by tl»e flandard of what he volun- 
tarily pays, muft remain the fame. But I am wil- 
ling 
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)iogi to forego that fair -advantage in the inquii^’’. 
I am willing that the receipts of the permanent 
taxes which exifted before January 1793, Ihould 
be compared during the war, and during the pe- 
riod-of peace which I have mentioned. I will go 
farther. Complete accounts of the year 1791 were 
feparately laid before your houf^. I am ready to 
ftand by a com pari fon of the produce of four years 
pp to the beginning of the year 1792, with that of 
the war. Of the year immediately previous to 
hoRilities, I have not been able to obtain any per- 
fect documents} but I have feen enough to fatisfy 
me, that although a comparifon, including that 
year, might be lefs favourable, yet it w’ould not 
eflentially injure my argument. 

You will always bear in mind, my dear fir, that 
I am not confidering whether, if the common ene- 
my of the quiet of Europe had not forced us to 
take up arms in our own defence, the fpring-tide of 
our profperity might not have flowed higher than 
the mark at which it now (lands. That confide- 
ration is connected with the queftion of the juftice 
and the necelfity of the war. It is a queftion which’ 
I have long fince difeuffed. 1 am now endeavour- 
ing to afeertain whether there exifts, in (aft, any 
ftich necelfity as we hear every day aflerted, to fur- 
nifli a miferable pretext for connfelling us to fur- 
render, at diferetion, our conquefts, our honour . 

our 
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our dignity, our very independence, and, with it, 
all that is dear to man. It will be more than fuf- 
ficient for that purpofe, if I can make it appear 
that we have been ftationary during the war. What 
then will be faid, if, in reality, it (hall be proved 
that there is every indication of increafed and in- 
creafing wealth, not only poured into the grand re- 
fervoir of the national capital, but difiufed through 
all the channels of all the higher claffes, and giving 
life and aftivity, as it paffes, to the agriculture, the 
manufactures, the commerce, and the navigation 
of the country ? 

The finance committee, which has been appoint<^ 
ed in this felfion, has already made two reports. 
Every conclufion that I had before drawn, as you 
know, from my own obfervation, I have the fatis- 
fadion of feeing there confirmed by that great pub- 
lick authority. Large as was the fum, by which the 
committee of 1791 found the eftimate of 1786 to 
have been exceeded in the adual produce of four 
years of peace, tlieir own eftimate has been ex- 
ceeded, during the war, by a fum more than oner 
third larger. The fame taxes have yielded more 
than half a million beyond their calculation. They 
yielded this, notwitliftanding the ftoppage of the 
diftilleries, againft which, you may remember, I 
privately remouftrated. Witli an allowance for 
that defalcation, they have yielded fixty thoufand 
pounds annually above the adual average of the 

preceding 
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preceding four years of peace. I believe this to 
have been without parallel iri all foriner wars. If 
regard tie had to the’great and unavoidable bur-' 
tbens of the prefent war, I am confident of the 
feft. ' ' • ; ■ ■ ' , 

But let us defcend to particulars. ' The taxes,- 
tvhichgo by the general name of alTefled taxes,’ 
comprehendfhe whole, or nearly the whiile domef- 
tick eftablifhment of the rich. They inc^ide fome 
things, w-hich belong to the middling, ahd even to 
all, but the very loweft, clafles. They now- confiflf 
of the duties on houfes and w-indows, on male fer- 
Vants, hdrfes, and carriages. They did alfo ex- 
tend to cottages, to female fervants, waggons, and 
carts ufed in hulbandry, previous to the year 1 792; 
■when, with more enlightened pol icy, at the moment 
that the potfibility of war could not be out of the 
contemplation of any liatefman.the wifdom of par- 
liament confined them to their prefent objefts. I ‘ 
/hall give the grofs ailelTment for five years, as I 
find it in the appendix to the fecond report ofyoiw 
committee. 

<£' 1.706,334 
11585,291 
1,597,623 
i ,6 o8 )1 q6 
1,625,874 

Here will be feen a gradual increafe during the 

wKoift 
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nvhote progrefs of the war ; and if 1 am correftJj 
iaforrtied, the rife in the laft year, after every de- 
tlaftton that can be made, affords the moft con- 
fbl ing and encouraging profpeft. It is enormouily 
ont of a 3 l proportion. 

I'here are fome other taxes, ^viiich feem to ha\ e 
a reference to the fame general "head. Tiie pre- 
fent minifter, many yeahi ago^ fubjefted bricks and 
tiles to a duty under the excife. It is of little coh- 
feqiience to our prefentconfuleratlon, whether thefe 
materials have Ijeen employed in building more 
commodious, more elegant, and more magnificent 
habitations, or in enlarging, decorating, and re- 
modelling thofe, which fufficed for our plainer an- 
ceftors. During the firlt two years of the war, 
they paid fo largely to the publick revenue, that 
in 1 794 a new duty was laid upon them," which w^as 
equal to one half of the old, and 'which has- pro- 
educed upwards of 165,000/. -in the laft threeyeai-s. 
Yet notwithftandingthe preffure of this additional 
weight*, thei:e has been an actual augmentation 

in 
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in the confumption. The only two other articles ' 
which come under this defcription, are, the ftamp- 
iduty on gold and filver plate, and the cuftoms on 
glafs plates. This latter is now, I believe, the fmgle 

inflant'e 
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1787 £. 04,521 S 1793 .£.122,075 

178* 96,278 1754 106,811 

1789 91,773 ° 1795 83,804 

1790 104,409 C ,-j6 94,668 

' ■ Increafe 10179* 

£. 386,081 £. 408,258 £. 31,277 

^ • Increafe 101791 

* 79 * " 115,3824^15.101791 .f. 407,843 £’.416 


■ PL^^TE. 

*787 £■ 22,707 b 1793 £. 25,020 

17*8 23,295 P ,794 23,637 

17*9 22,453 o .795 25,607 

1790 18,483 ^ 1796 28,513 

* — — Increafe toiff* 

£’.86,888 ^.103,677 .£.16,789 

; , Increafe 101791 

* 79 * “ 31,523 4 Vrs. to 1791 £. 95,754 £’.7,923 


GLASS PLATES. 


1787 £*• s 1793 £’• 5,655 

1788 5,496 f 1794 5,456 

1789 4,686 ° J795 .5,839 

»7Jo ^ 6,008 1796 8,871 

£. 16,190 .£.25,821 

Iffi - 7,880 4 Yrt to 1791 £’.24,070 


Increafe to 1791. 
£.l,Jfl ^ 
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inftance of coftly furniture to be found in the cata- 
logue of our imports. If it where wholly to vauilh, 
I fliould not think we were ruined. Both the du- 
ties have rifen, during the war, very confiderably 
in proportion to the total of their produce. 

We have no tax among us on the moft ne- 
celfary articles of food. The receipts of our 
Cudom-houfe, under the head.s of groceries, af- 
ford us, however, fome means of calculating our 
luxuries of the table. The articles of tea, coffee, 
and cocoa-nuts, I would propole to omit, and to 
take them in Head from the excifc, as bed lliewing 
what is confumed at home. Upon this principle, 
adding them all together (with the exception of 
fugar, for a reafon which I fliall afterwards men- 
tion) I find that they have produced, in one mode 
of comparifon, upwards of 272,000/., and in tlie 
other mode, upwards of 165,000/. more during the 
war than in peace*. An additional duty w’as alfo 

laid 


* GROCERIES. 


5i 1787 -f- ^ 67,389 

I 17*8 i33»J9‘ 

*5 1789 142,8,71 

i 1790 156,311 


i; 

•S 

u 


1793 £. 124,655 

1794 195,840 

2793 208,242 

2796 159,826 


Increafeto 179» 

£. 599,762 £. 688,563 £. 88,801 

Increafeto 2792 

179* 236,727 4 Yr«. to 2791 of. 669,100 0^.19,463 


TEA 
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laid in 1 79*;, on tea, another on cofFee, and a third 
.«n raifins; an article, together witli currants, of 
nkich more extenfive ufe, than wojild readily be 
imagined. The balance in fax'our of our argument 
-w ould have been much enhanced, if our coffee and 
• fniit fliips from the Mediterranean had arrived, lafl 
year, at their ufual I’eafou. They do not appear 
in thefe accounts. This was one confcquence 

arifing 


T 


TEA. 


■ fe‘ 

1787 

£• 424,1 44 

. rt 
£ 

J788 

426,660 

0 

1789 

539,.‘>75 

’ •» 

.1790 

417,036 


J . 

^ 1,808,115 


^ 1793 477 >644 

t 1794 407-132 

° >795 5 07 ».SlS 

^ I79S 52^1-307 

£. 1,078,601 


1791 “ 448,7094 Y« to 1791 .f. 1,8,-^ -2 ,680 


rncreafetoi 79<5 

£. 170,4<S». 

Increafe 101791 

£. 145,^1 


The additional duty inipofed in 1795, produedd in that 
year '.£.137,656, and in 1796 £. 200,107. 


COITEE and cocoa nuts. 


i 

0 

1787 £. 17,006 

U 

n 

1793 £. 36,846 

3 

17** 30,217 

? 

1794 49,177 

0 

,789 34,784 


» 79 S 27,913 

c' 

* 79 ° 38,647 

'A 

u 

<* 

1796 19,711 


i’. 1-20,654 133,647 o£. 12,093 

— . ■ Decreateto I79t 

1791 - 41)194 4 Y11. to 1791 c£. 144,842 .£.11,195 


Tlie additional duty of 1 795 in that j’5»r.gaTe £. 1^,775, 
and in 1796 £. 15,319- 
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arifmg (would to God, that none more afflifting to 
Italy, to Europe, and the whole civilized world had 
arifen!) from our impolitick and precipitate defer- 
tion of that important maritime llation. As to 
fugar,* I have excluded it from the groceries, be- 
caufe the account of the cuftoms is not a perfect 
criterion of the confumption, much having been 
re-exported to the north of Europe, which ufed to 
be fupplied by France; and is the official papers 
which 1 have followed, there are no materials to 
furnilh grounds for computing this re-exportation. 
The increafe on the face of our entries is immenfe 
during the four years of war, little Ihort of thirteen 
hundred thoufnnd pounds. 

The increafe of the duties on beer has been re- 
gularly progreffive, or nearly fo, to a very large 


* SUGAR. 

S 17I7 i!.i, *65,109 J ,793 i*. 1,473,139 

£ «7M 1,184,458 ,794 1,392,965 

•s 1789 1,095,106 o 1755 i>338»246 

C 1790 ?, 069,108 ^ 1796 1,474,899 

^ ' Increafs 101790 

441 3.781 £. 5.679.249*^-i.2<55,4d8 

-■■■ — Increa<etoi79( 

if . - 1,044.053 4 Yrs. 101791^.4,392.725 ^.1,286,524 


There was a new duty on Sugar in 1791, which produced in 
i 794 .C'- 23 ^ 2 « 2 , •“ 1795 .206,932. and in 1796 £. 2^,024. 

It is not clear from the report of the Committee, whether tb« 
additional duty is included in the account given above. 

VoL VIII. C-C ftmoiintj 
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It is a goad deal above a million, and 
is more than eqnal to one-eighth of the whole pro- 
duce. Under this general head, fofne other liquors 
are included, — cyder, perry, and mead, as well as 
vinegar, and verjuice; but thefe are of very trifling 
cpnfideration. The excife duties on wine, having 
funk a little during the two firft years of the war, 

' were 


A. 


* BEER, &c. 

n 1793 •£. 2,043,002 

2 , 082,053 


179 + 

17)5 

1796 


1 , 031,101 
' 2 , 294,377 


17*7 <£.1,761,420 
I78«, 1,705,199 

1789 1,742,514 

1790 1,858,043 

=£.7,067,185 

c Z i»>crcaieto.i79i 

J791 - i,o 8 o, 4784 Yi-s.toi 79 i<£'. 7 , 186 234^.1,165,109 

— — — ' t 

WINE. 


Iocreafefoi7go 

^• 8 , 351-433 o£. 2 84,248 

Iiicrea(etoi79i 


17*7 

<£. 219,934 ^ 

1793 =£.222,887 

1788 

2 15, .^78 ^ 

1794 

283,644 

1789 

,252,649 ° 

308,624 ^ 

•795 

3 1-7,07-2 

1790 

1796 

187,818 


-£■ 096,785, 

.£. 

IncreafefnT*?^ 

1,011,421 £. 14,638. 

Decreafr 101791 

1791 

“ 33^^5-19 4YJS, toi79 ot. 

t, 113,490 =£. 101,979, 


i QUA.NTITY, LMPOirrm 


V 

ft 

1787 Tons 

29,978 

, 1’.. '793 
' 794 , 

Tons 22,788 

C' 

a. 

1788 

25 , 44 -i 

27,868 

<«.« 

c 

1-789 

27414 

° '795 

32,033 

C 

1790 

29,182 

1796 

19,079 


The additional duty of 1795 produced that year £. 730,871, 
- ' . <iud 
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Were rapid!}' recovering their level again. In 1795. 
a heavy additional duty was impofed upon them, 
and a fecond in the following year ; yet being com* 
pared with four years of peace to 1790, they aftu- 
ally exhibit a fmall gain to the revenue. And low 
as the importation may feem in 1796, when con- 
fralled with any year fince the French treaty in 
1787, it is ftill more than 3000 tons above the ave- 
rage importation for three years previous to that 
period. I have added fweets, from which our fac- 
titious wines are made; and I would have added' 
fpirits, but that the total alteration of the duties 
in 1789, and the recent interruption of our dillil- 
leries, rendered any comparifon imprafticable. 


and in 1796 .394,686. A fecond additional duty which pro- 
duced .1^.98,165 wais laid in 1796. 


SWEETS. 


«> 

1787 

£. 11,167 

U 

c 3 

►> 

»793 

0 

Cu 

1788 

7,375 

> 

'794 

0 

1789 

7,202 

0 

'795 

E 

1790 

4^953 
£• 30,697 

E 

1796 


£. 11,016 
10,612 

15,050 

£. 49,990 


1791 “ 13,282 4 Yrj. to 1791 .if*. 32,812 


Increafe to I79« 

£. 19,302. 

Increafe to 179I 

£. 17,178. 


■In 1795 an additional duty was laid on this article, which 
produced that year ,^.5,679 and in 1796^.9443 and in 1796 
a fecond to commence on the 20th of June ; its produce in that 
year was 8,325. 
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The andent llaple of our ifland, in which w« 
are clothed, is very imperfedly to be traced on tlie 
books of the cuftom>houfe : but I know, that our 
woollen manufaftures floiirifli. I recoiled to have 


feen that fad very fully eftabliflied, laft year, from 
the regifters kept in the Weft-Riding of Yorklhire. 
This year, in the weft of England, I received a 
fimilar account, on the authority of a refpedable 
clothier, in that quarter, whofe teftimony can lefs 
be queftioned, becaufe, in his political opinions, he 
is adverfe, as I underhand, to the continuance of 


the war. The principal articles of female drefs, 
for fome time paft, have bt'en inuflins and calli- 
coes.* Thefe elegant fabricks of our own looms 
in the eaft, which ferve for tlie remittance of our 


own revenues, have lately been imitated at home> 
with improving fuccefs, by the ingenious and en- 
terpriling manufadurers of Manchefter, Paiflev'^, 
and Glafgow. At the fame time the importa- 


* MUSLINS AND CAlLICOES. 

S 17I8 <£. 129,20^ Ji ^753 £. 173,050 

S . 17S9 138,660 p ,754 104,902 

*0 1790 126,267 179s 103,856 

2 ,79, 128,364 C 1796 272,544 

— ' ■ ' Increarctoi7^i 

X 522,588 «f-654,353 of>i3U764* 

Th i.s table begins with 1788. The net prodace of the pre> 
ceding year is not in the report whence the table is takm. 

tiou 
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tion from Bengal has kept pace with the exten- 
fion of our own dexterity and indullry ; while the 
fale of our * printed goods, of both kinds, has been 
with equal fteadinefs advanced, by the tafle and 
execution of our defignersandartifts. Our woollens 
and cottons, it is true, are not all for the home mar- 
ket. They do not diftinftly prove what is my pre- 
fent point, our own wealth by our own expence. 
I admit it; we export them in great and growing 
quantities; and they, <who croak themfelveshoarfe 
about the decay of our trade, may put as much of 
this account, as they chufe, to the creditor fide of 
money received from other countries in payment 
for Britifli fkill and labour. They may fettle the 
items to their own liking, where all goes to demon- 
ftrate our riches. I fliall be contented here, with 
whatever they will have the goodnefs to leave me. 


♦PRINTED GOODS. 


s 


pH 


17S7 cf* i4-)UOO 
i7gg i54>4Sd 

1789 15>203 

1790 

£. 616,844 


1791 of. 191,489 


« 1793 of. 191,566 
C '794 i 9°>554 

° 1795 197,416 

1796 230,530 

*— ■ Increnfeto 1790 

o£'. 8 1 0,066 of., 1 93,2 2 2 . 
Increaieto 1791 

4Vrs.toi79i pf- 666,333 -f - t 43 > 733 - 


Tliefe duties for 1787, arc blended with fevcral others. The 
propertion of printed goods to otlier aiticles for four years was 
folmd to be oiic-fourth. The proportion is here taken. 
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and pafs to another entry, which is lefs ambiguous; 
I mean that of filk .* The manufaftoiy itfelf is a 
forced plant. We have been obliged to guard it 
from foreign competition by very ftridt prohibitory 
laws. What we import, is the raw and prepared 
material, which is worked up in various ways, and 
worn in various fliapes by both fexes. After what 
we have juft feen, you will probably be furprifed 
to learn, that the quantity offilk, imported during 
the war, has been much greater, than it was pre- 
vioufly in peace ; and yet we mnft all remember to 
our mortification, that feveral of our filk diips fell g 
prey to citizen admiral Ricliery. You will hardly 
expect me to go through the tape and thread, and 
all the other fmall wares of haberdathery and mil- 
linery to be gleaned up among our imports. But 
I Ihall make one obfervation, and with great fatil- 
faftion, refpedling them. They gradually dimi- 
nifli, as our manufaftures of the fame defeription 
fpread into their places; while the account of orna- 


♦ SILK. 


•5 

a 


17*7 

£. 159,912 

1788 

123,998 

1789 

157.730 

1790 

212,522 


i:. 654,162 

1791 

£. 379,128 


I 1793 209,915 

Z >794 221,306 

° 179 S 210,725 

^ ,796 221,007 

Increafe 101790 

803,955 £■ 208,793. 

Increafe to 1 79 * 

4Yrs.to 1791 773-378 £. 89,577. 
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fnfcntal articles which our country does hot pro- 
duce, and we cannot willi it to produce, continued, 
upon tlie whole, to rife, in fpite of all the caprices 
of fancy and faihion. Of this kind are the different 
furs* ufed fot muffs, trimminstsand linings, whichj 
as the chief of the kind, I lhall particularize. You 
will find them below. '• * 

The diverfions of the higher claffes form another, 
and the only remaining head of inquiry into theit 
expences. I mean thofe diverfions which diftin- 
guilh the country and the town life? which are 
vifible and tangible to the ftfttermaii; Avhich have 
fume ptiblick meafure and frandard. And here 
when I look to the report of your committee, I 
for the firfttime, perceive a failure. It is clearly 
fo. Whichever way I reckon the four years of 
peace, the old tax on the fports of the field has 


* FURS. 


6 

o 

vs 

17S7 3 ? 4 d 3 ^ 

«79J 

£. 2,829 


:u 

,788 2,057 

>79+ 

3.3 =i3 


o 

1789 1,151 ° 

>795 

3,266 

Z 

(A 

u 

*> 

>79° 3 > 32 '^ ^ 

1796 

6,138 

r- 



£. 15,586 
^’..13,167 

Increafe to 1790 

£. 4,687. 

Increale la 1791 

£. 10,809 

179106. 5)7.3^ 4 Yrs. to 


>79> 

£. 2,419. 


The (kins hero felefted from the cuftom-houfe accounts are, 
liluck Dear, Ordinary Fox, Marten, Mink, Mufquajh, Otter, Ra~ 
coon, and Wolf. 

c c 4 certainly 
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certainly proved deficient fince the war. The fame 
money, however, or nearly the fame, has been 
paid to government ; though the fame number of 
individuals have not contributed to the payment. 
An additional tax was laid in 1791, and, during 
the war, has produced upwards of 61,000/.; which 
is about 4,000 /. more than the decreafe of the old 
tax, in onefchemeofcomparifon ; andabout 4,000/. 
lefs, in the other fcheme. I might remark that 
the amount of the new tax, in the feveral years of 
the war, by no means bears the proportion, which 
it ought, to the old. There feems to be fome 
great irregularity, or other, in the receipt : but I do 
not think it worth while to examine into the argix- 
ment. I am willing to fuppofe, that many, who, 
in the idlenefs of peace, made war upon partridges, 
hares, and pheafants, may now carry more noble 
arras againft the enemies of their country. Our po- 
litical adverfaries may do, what they pleafe, with 
that conceffron. They are welcome to make the 
moll of it. I am fure of a very handfome fet-off in 
the other branch of expence; the amufeinents of a 
town-life. 

There is much gaiety, and diffipation, and pro- 
fufion, which mull efcape and'difappoint, all the 
arithmetick of political ceconomy. But thetlieatres 
are a prominent feature. They are ellabliflied 
through every part of the kingdom, at a coft un- 
known till our daysi There is hardly a provincial 
1 8 capital. 


Digitized by Google 



RBGICIDR PEACE. 3^ 

capital, which tioes not poffefs, or which does not 
afpire to poffefs, a theatre-royal. Mod of them 
engage, for a fliort time at a vaft price, every a6tor 
or a6lrefs of name in the metropolis ; a didindion, 
which, in the reign of my old friend Cilarrick, was 
confined to very few. The dreffes, tlie feenes, 
the decorations of every kind, I am told, are in a 
new dyle of fplendour, and magnificence ; whether 
to the advantage of our draniatick tade, upon the 
whole, I very much doubt. It is a ihow and a 
fpefclacle, not a play, that is exhibited. This is 
undoubtedly in the genuine manner of the Au- 
gudan age, but in a manner, which was cenfured 
by one of the bed poets and criticks of that or any 
age ; 

— — migravjt ab aure voluptas 
Omnis ad incertos oculos, & guadia vana; 

Quatuor aut plueis aulcea premunfur in boras. 

Bum tugiunc equitam turiaa?, pediturnque caienrae-.- 

I mud interrupt the paffage, mod fervently to de- 
precate and abominate the feejuel, 

Mox trahitur manibus regum fortuna retortis. 

I hope, that no French fraternization, which the 
relations of peace and amity with fydematifed re- 
gicide, would affuredly, fooner or later, draw after 
them, even if it fliould overturn our happy condi- 

tutioi^ 
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tution itfelf, could fo change the hearts of Englrlh- 
men, as to make them delight in reprefentations 
and proccfiions, which have no other tnerit than 
that of degrading and infulting the name of roy- 
alty. But good tafte, manners, morals, religion, 
all fly, wherever the principles of jacobinifm enter :* 
and vve have no fafety againll them but in arms. 

Tl:te proprietors, whether in this they follow or 
lead what is called the town, to furnifh out thefe 
gaudy and pompous entertainments, muft collets 
fo much more from the- publick. It was but juft 
before tlie breaking out of lioftilities, that they 
levied for themfclves the very tax, which, at the 
clofeof tlie American war, they reprefented to lord 
North, as certain ruin to their affairs to demand 
for the flaic. The example has fmce been imitated 
by the managers of ouiTtalian opera. Once during 
the war, if not twice (I would not willingly mif- 
tate- any thing, but I am not very accurate, on 
thefe fubjefts) they have raifcd the price of their 
fubrcri{>tion. Yet I have never heard, that any 
lafting dilfatisfaftion has been mauifefted, or that 
tiieir houfes have been unufually and conftantlv 
thin. On the contrary, all the three theatres have 
been repeatedly altered, and refitted, and enlarged, 
to make them capacious of the crowds, that nightly 
flock to them; and one of tliofe huge and lofty 
]*iles, wliich lifts its broad fhoulders in gigantick 
pride, almoft emulous of the temples of God, has 

been 
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been rearcfl from tlie foumlatioii at a diarge of 
more than tourfeore thoiifand pounds, aud yet rer 
mains a naked, rough, unfightly heap. 

I am afraid, my dear fir, that I have tired you 
with thefe dull though important details. But we 
are upon a fubjedl, which, like fome of a higher na- 
ture, refufes ornament, and is contented with con- 
veying inftruction. I know, too, the obftinacy of 
unbelief, in thofe perverted minds, which have no 
delight, but in contemplati.ig tiie fuppofed diftrefs, 
and predicting the immediate ruin, of their coun- 
try. I hefo birds of evil prefage, at all times, have 
gralt^l our ears with their melancholy fong; and 
^ by lome flrange fatality or other, it has generally 
happened, thai they have poured forth tlieir londeft 
and deepeft lamentations, at the periods of our 
moll abundant profpeiity. Very early in ray pub- 
lick life, I liatl occafion to make myfelf a little ac- 
quainted with their uatnial lidtoiy. My firft po- 
litical tract in the collection, which a friend has 
made of my publications, is an anfvver to a very 
gloomy pi, lUre of the liale of the nation, which 
was thought to have been drawn by a itatefniau of 
fome eminence in his time 1 hat was no more 
than the common fpleen of difairjiointed ambition : 
hi the prefent day, 1 fear, that too many are uc- 
tuated by a more malignant and dangerous fpirit. 
They hope, by deprefiing our minds with a tlefpair 
of our means and refources, to drive us, trembling 
^jad uarqfilting, into the toils of our enemies, with 

whom 
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whom, from the beginning of the revolution in 
France, they have ever moved in ftrift concert and 
co-operation. If with the report of your finance 
committee in their hands, they can ftill affeft to 
defpond, and can ftill fucceed, as they do, in fpread- 
ing the contagion of their pretended fears, among 
well-difpofed, though weak men ; there is no way 
of countera6ling them, but by fixing them down 
to particulars. Nor muft we forget, that they are 
unw’earied agitators, bold aflertors, dexterous foi 
phifters. Proof muft be accumulated upon proof, 
to filence them. With this view I fiiall now di- 
ve6t our attention to fome other ftriking and un- 
erring indications of our flourithing condition ; and 
they will, in general, be derived from other fources, 
but equally authentick ; from other reports and 
proceedings of both houfes ofparliament, all which 
unite with wonderful force of confent in the fame 
general refult. Hitherto we have feen the fuper- 
tluity of our capital difcovering itfelf only in pro- 
curing fupeifluous accommodation and enjoyment, 
in our houfes, in our furniture, in our eftablifti- 
ments, in our eating and drinking, our clothing, 
and our puhlick diveiiions: we fhall now fee it 
more beneficially employed in improving our ter- 
ritory itfelf: we lhall fee part of our prefent opu- 
lence, with provident care, put out to ufury for 
pofterity. 

To what ultimate extent, it may be wife or 
pra<5ticable, to pulli inclofures of common and 

wafte 
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wafie lands, may be a queftion of doubt, in fome 
points of view : but no perfon thinks them already 
carried to excefs j and the relative magnitude of 
the fums, laid out upon them, gives us a ftandard 
of eftimatingthe comparative fituation of the land- 
ed intereft. Your houfe, this feffion, appointed a 
committee on wafte lands, and they have made a 
report by their chairman, an honourable baronet, 
for whom the minifter the other day, (with very 
good intentions, I believe, but with little real profit 
to the publick) thought fit to ere6t a board of agri- 
culture. The account, as it fiands there, appears 
fufficiently favourable. The greateft number of 
inclofmg bills, pafled in any one year of the lall 
peace, does not equal the fmalleft annual number 
in the war ; and thofe of the lall year exceed, by 
more than one half, the higheft year of peace. But 
what was my furprife, on looking into the late re- 
port of the fecret committee of the lords, to find 
a lift of thefe bills during the war, differing in 
every year, and * larger on the whole, by nearly 

* Report of the Lords’ Committee of Secrecy, ordered to be 
printed, 28th April 1797, Appendix 44. 

INCLOSURE BILLS. 
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one third ! I have checked this account by the fta- 
tute-book, and fiad it to be correct. What ne%v* 
brilliancy then does it throw over the profpedl, 
bright as it was before ! The number during the' 
laft four years, has more than doubled that of the 
four years immediately preceding; it has furpafl’ed 
the five years of peace, beyond which the lords- 
committees have not gone; it has e\'en furpa'ffed' 
(I have verified the faft) the whole ten years of 
peace. I cannot Hop here. I cannot advance a 
Angle llcp in this inquiry, w ithout being obliged' 
to caft my eyes back to the period when !■ firll 
knew the country. Thefe bills, which had begun' 
in the reign of queen Anne, had pafl’ed every year 
in greater or lefs numbers from the year i yz j ; yet' 
in all that fpace of time, thej' had not reached the 
amount of any two years during the prefont war; 
and though foon after that time they rapidly in- 
cieafed. Hill at the acceffion of his prefont majdty, . 
they were far fiiort of the number paffed in the" 
f6ur years of hoftilities. 

In my firll letter I mentioned the Hate of our in- 
land navigation, neglected as it had been from tlie 
reign of king William to the time of my obferva-* 
tion. It was not till the prefent reign, that the 
duke of Bridgewater’s canal firll excited a fpirit of 
fpeculation-and adventure in this way. This fpirit 
llievved itfelf, but neceflarily made no great pr«M 
grefs; in the .'American war. When peace was re- 

ftoredj 
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ftored, it began of courfe to work with moi-e fen- 
fible eft’e6l ; yet in ten years from that event, th« 
bills pafled on that fubjeft were not fo many aa 
from the year 1793 to the prefent feflion of par* 
b’ament. From what I can trace on the ftatute* 
book, I am confident that all the capital expended 
in thefe prqjefts during the peace, bore no degree 
of proportion, (Idoubt on very grave confideration 
whether all that was ever fo expended was equal) 
to the money which has been raifed for the fame 
purpofes, fince the war.* I know, that in the laft 
four years of peace, when they rofe regularly, and 
rapidly, the fums fpecilied in the a6ts were not near 
one-tlrird of the fubfequent amount. In the latk 
feflion of parliament, the grand junftion company 
as it is called, having funk half a million, (of w hich 
I feel the good efleiils at my own door) applied t» 
your houfe, for perraifiion to fubferibe half as much 
more among themfelves. This grand junflion is 
an inofculation of the grand tcunk: and in the 
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prefent feffion, the latter company has obtained 
the authority of parliament, to float two hundred 
acres of lan<l, for the purpofe of forming a refer* 
voir, thirty feet deep, two hundred yards wide at 
the bead, and two miles in length ; a lake which 
may almoft vie with that which once fed the now 
obliterated canal of Languedock. 

The prefent war is, above all others, (of which 
we have heard or read) a war againll landed pro- 
perty. That defcription of property is in its nature 
the firm bafe of every liable government ; and has 
been fo confidered, by all the wifell writers of the 
old philofophy, from the time of the Stagyrite, who 
obferves that the agricultural clafs of all others is 
the lead inclined to fedition. We find it to have 
"been fo regarded, in the praftical politicks of an- 
tiquity, where they are brought more diredily home 
to ourunderftandings and bofoms in the hiftory of 
Rome, and above all, in the writings of Cicero. 
The country tribes were always thought more re- 
fpeftable, than thofe of the city. And if in our 
own hiftory, there is any onecircumftanceto which, 
under God, are to be attributed the fteady refin- 
ance, the fortunate ifliie, and fober fettlement, of 
all our ftruggles for liberty, it is, that while the 
landed intereft, inllead of forming a feparate body, 
as in other countries, has, at all times, been in clofe 
connection and union with the other great interefts 

of the country, it has been fpontaneoufly allowed 

to 
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to lead and direft, and moderate all the reft. I 
cannot, therefore, but fee with Angular gratifica- 
tion, that during a w'ar which has been eminently 
■made for the deftruClion of the landed proprietors, 
'as well as of priefts and kings, as much has been 
'done, by publick works, for the permanent benefit 
of their ftake in this country, as in all the reft of 
the current century, which now touches to its 
clofe. Perhaps, after this, it may not be neceffary 
to refer to private obfervation; but I am fatisfied, 
that in general, the rents of lands have been confi- 
derabiy increafed : they are increafed very confix- 
derably indeed, if I may draw any conclufion from 
my own little property of that kind. 1 am not 
ignorant, however, where our pubiick burdens are 
moft galling. But all of this clafs will ’ confider, 
who they are that are principally menaced; hoUv 
little the men of their defcription in other coun- 
tries, where this revolutionary fury has buttouch- 
edj have been found equal to their own proteftion ; 
how tardy, and unprovided, and full of anguifh 
is their flight, chained down as they are by every 
tie to the foil ; how helplefs they are, above all 
other men, in exile, in poverty, in need, in all the 
varieties of wretchednefs ; and then let them well 
weigh, what are the burdens, to which they ought 
not to fubmit for theh own falvation. 

= Many of the authorities, whidi I have already 
adduced, or to which I have referred, may convey 
' VoL. VIII. Dd a competent 
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competent notion of fome of our principal mana> 
fa6lures. Their general Hate will be clear froip 
that ojf our external and internal commerce, through 
which they circulate, ^ndpf which they are at ouce, 
the caufe and.ejfect. But the communication of 
the feveral parts of the kingdom with each other, 
and with foreign countries, has always been regard- 
ed as one of the moll certain tefts to evince the 
profperous or adverfe Hate, of our trade ;n all its 
branches. Recourle,has,ufually been had to tlie 
revenue of the poft-office with, this view. ,1 lhall 
include the produ<5l of the tax which was laid ia 
the laft wax, and which, will make the evidence 
more cpacluhve, if it lhall aiford the fame, infe- 
r^ce:—l allude to the poft-horfe duty, which 
Ihews the perfonal intercourfe wm thin the kingdom, 
as the poll-office lliews tli« intercourfe by letters, 
both within and without. The firll pf tbele llaud- 
ards, tiien, exhibits an increafe, according-to my 
former fchemes of compairifoii, from, an eleventh tp 
a.twcntietli part of the,|^i whole duty. . The pott- 
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office, gives ftill lefs confolation to thofe who are 
niiferable, in proportion as the country feels no mi- 
fery . F rom the commencement of the war , to the 
month of April, 1796, tfie grofs produce had in- 
creafed by nearly one fixth of the whole fum, 
which the date now derives from that fund. I 
- find that the year ending f^th of April, 1793, gave 
627, 592, andtheyear ending at the fame quarter, 
*79^> 750*^37> ® deduction having 

been made for the alteration (which, you know, 
on grounds of policy I never approved) in your 
privilege of franking. I have feen no formal do- 
cument fubfequent to that period, but I have been 
credibly informed, there is very good ground to 
believe, that the revenue of the * poll-office ftill 

continues 


• The above accountis taken from a paper which was ordered 
by the Houfe of Commons to be printed, 8th December, 1796. 

' Fromthegrofsproduceoftheyearendingsth April, 1796, there 

has been deducted in that ftatement the fum of £. 36,666, in 
confequence of the regulation on franking, which took place on 
thesthMay, 1795, and wascomputed at,f .4o,ooopcrann. To 
fhew an equal number of years, both of peace and war, the ac- 
counts of two preceding year* are given in the following table, 
from a Report made fmee M r. Burke’s death by a committee of 
the Houfe of Commons appointed to confider the claims of Mr. 
Palmer, the late ComptrollerGeneral ; and for ftill greater fatis- 
fa6lion,the numberof letters, inwards and outwards,have been 
added, except for the year 1790- 1791. The letter-book for that 
y^r is pot to be found. 
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continues to be regularly and largely upon the- 
fife. 

What is the true inference to be drawn from the 
annual number of bankruptcies, has been the occa- 
fion of much difpute. On one fide, it has been 
confidently urged as a fare fymptom of a decaying 
trade: on the other fide, it has been infilled, that 
it is a circumftance attendant upon a thriving 
trade; for that the greater is the whole quantity 
of trade, the greater of courfe muft be the pofitive 
niimber of failures, while the aggregate fuccefs is 
■ftill in the fame proportion. In truth, the increafe 
of the number may arife' from either of thofe 
caufes. But all muft agree' in one conclusion, 
that, if the number diininifhes, and at the fame 
time, every other fort of evidence tends to fhew an 
augmentation of trade, there can be no better in- 

POST OFFICE. 

Grofs Revenue. .. . 
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1791 - 1791 - - . s 8 / s >432 " 
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From thelaft mentioaed Report it appears that the accounts 
have not been completely and authentically made up, for the 
years ending 5 th April, 1796 and i797» baton the Receiver- 
General’s book there is an increafe of the latter year over the 
former, equal to fomething more than 5 p®r cent. 
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dication. We have already had very ample means 
of gathering, that the year 1 796 was a very favour- 
able year of trade, and in that year the number of, 
bankruptcies was at lead one fifth below the ufual 
av^erage. I take this from * the declaration of the 
lord chancellor in the houfe of lords. He profelT- 
ed to fpeak from the records of chancery ; and he 
added another very ftriking fa6l, that on the pro- 
perty' actually paid into his court (a very fmall 
part, indeed, of the whole property of the king- 
dom) there had accrued in that year a net furplus 
of eight hundred thoufand pounds, w’hich was fo 
jnuch new capital. 

But the real fituation of our trade, during the, 
whole of this war, deferves more minute invefliga- 
tion. I fJiall begin with that, which, though the 
lead in confequeuce, makes perhaps the inod im- 
preflion on our femes, becaufe it meets our eyes 
in our daily walks; — I mean our retail trade. The 
exuberant difplay of wealth in our diops was the 
fight, which mod amazed a learned foreigner of 
didin^tion, who lately refided among us: his ex- 
predion, I remember, was, that “ //reyy 2 re??ierf to be 
burjling with opulence into the Jtreets” The do- 
cuments, which throw light op tlii* fubjeft, are not 

* In a debate, 30th December, 1796,0a the return of Lord 
Malpiefbury — See Woodfall’s Parliamentary Debates, 70I. xiii. 
|»?ge 591. 
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many ; but they all meet in the fame point ; all 
concur in exhibiting an increafe. The mod ma* 
terial are the general licences * which the law re- 
quires to be taken out by all dealers in excifeable 
-commodities. Thefe feem to be fubjeft to con- 
liderable flu6iuations. They have not been fo low 
in any year of the war, as in the years 1788 and 
1 789, nor ever fo high in peace, as in the firft year 
of the war. I fliould next date the licences to deal- 
ers in fpirits and wine, but the change in them 
which took place in 1789 would give an unfair ad- 
vantage to my argument. I fhall therefore con- 
tent myfelf with remarking, that from the date of 
that change the fpirit licences kept nearly the fame 
level till the doppage of the didilleries in 1 795. 
If they dropped a little, and it was but little, the 
wine licences during the fame time, more than 
countervailed that lofs to the revenue ; and it is re- 
markable with regard to the latter, that in the year 
1796, wh;ch was the lowed in the excife duties on 
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wine itfelf, as well as in the quantity imported, 
more dealers in wine appear to have been licenfed, 
than in any former year, excepting the firft year 
of the war. This faft may raife fome doubt, whe- 
ther the confumption has been lelfened fo much as, 
I believe, is commonly imagined. The only other 
retail-traders, whom I found fo entered as to admit 
of being feleCted, are tea-dealers, and fellers of 
gold and filver plate j both of whom feem to have 
multiplied very much in proportion to their aggre- 
gate number.* I have kept apart one fet of licenfed 
fellers, becaufe 1 am aware, that our antagonills 
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may be inclined to triumph a little, when I name 
auftioneers and auction?. They may be difpofed to 
confider it as a fort of trade, which thrives by the 
dillrefs of others. But if they will look at it a little 
more attentively, they will find their gloomy 
comfort vanifli. The publick income from thefe 
licences, has rifen with very great regularity, 
through a feries of years, which all muft admit tp 
have been years of profperity. It is remarkable 
too, that -in the year 1793, which was the great 
year of bankruptcies, thefe * duties op auftiqneers 
and audriops, fell below the mark of 1791 ; and 
ia 1 796, which year had one fifth lefs than the ac- 
cuftomed average of bankruptcies, they mounted 
at once beyond all former examples. In conclud- 
ing this general head, will you permit me, my deaf 
Sir, to bring to your notice an humble, but induf- 
trious and laborious fet of chapmen, againft whom 
the vengeance of your houfe has fometiraes been 

♦AUCTIONS AND AUCTIONEERS. ^ ’ 
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Welled, with what policy I need not ftay to in- 
quire, as they have efcaped without miuh injury. 
* The hawkers and pedlere, I am affurer^, are ftill 
doing well, though from feme new arrargements 
refpe6ting them made in 1789, it would be diffi- 
cult to trace their proceedings in any fatisfa£lory 
manner. 

When fuch is the vigour of our traffick in its 
minuteft ramifications, we may be perfuaded that 
the root and the trunk are found. When we 
fee the life-blood of the ftate circulate fo freely 
through the capillary velfels of the fyfiem, we 
fcarcely need inquire, if the heart performs its func- 
tions aright. Hut let us approach it; let us lay it 
bare, and watch the lyftole and diaftole, as it now 
receives, and now pours forth the vital ftreain 

* Since Mf. Burke’s death, a fourth Reportof the Committee 
of Financfhas radicle jts appearance. An account is there given 
from the Stamp-oiKce ofthe grof* produce of duties on Hawkers 
and Pedlersfor foui yearsol'peaccandfourofwar. Itisthere- 
fore add^ in the manner of the other tables. 
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through all the members. The port of London 
has always fupplied the main evidence of the ftate 
of our commerce. I know, that amidft all the 
difficulties and embaraffments of the year 1793,' 
from caufes unconnefted w'ith, and prior to the 
war, the tonnage of lliips in the Thames aftually 
rofe. But I fliall not go through a detail of of- 
ficial papers on this point. There is evidence 
which has appeared this very feflion before your 
hoiife, infinitely more forcible and impreflive to 
my apprehenfion, than all the journals and ledgers 
of all the infpeftors general from the days of Da- 
venant. It is fuch as cannot carry with it any fort 
of fallacy. It comes, not from one fet, but from 
many oppofite fets of witnefles, who all agree in 
nothing elfe; witnefles of the gravefl. and moft un- 
exceptionablecharafter, and whoconfirm what they 
fay, in the fureft manner, by their conduct. Two 
different bills have been brought in for improving 
the port of London. I have it from very good in- 
telligence, that when the project was firff fuggefled 
from neceflity, there were no lefs than eight dif- 
ferent plans, fupported by eight different bodies of 
fubfcribers. The coft of the leall was eftimated at 
two hundred thoufand pounds, and of the moft 
extenfive, at twelve hundred thoufand. The two, 
between which the conteft now lies, fubftantially 
agree (as all the otiters muft have done) in the mo- 
tives and reafons of the preamble: but I ihall 

coni^e 
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confine myself to that bill which is pi opofed on the*" 
part of the mayor, aldermen, and common coimcil, 
becaufe I regard them as the bell authority, and 
their language in itfelf is fuller and more precife^ 
I certainly feelhem complain ofthe “ great delays, 
“ accidents, damages, Ioffes, and extraordinary ex- 
“ pences, which are almoft continua ly fnflaed, 
“ to the hindrance and difcouragement of com- 
“ merce, and the great injury of the piibfick reve- 
“ nne.” Butwhatarethecanfestowhichthey attri- 
bute their complaints ? The firftls," That from 
“ THE VERY GREAT AND PROGRESSIVE IN- 
“ CREASE OF THE NUMBER and SIZE op 

“ SHIPS AND OTHER VESSELS TRADING TO THE 

“ PORT OF LONDON } the rivcr Thames is, in ge- 
“ neral, fo much crowded, that the navigation of a 
“ confiderabie part of the I'iver is rendered tedious 
“ and dangerous ; and there is niu< h want of room 
“ for the fafe and convenient mooring of veffels, 
“ and conftant accefs to them.” The lecond is of 
the fame nature. It is the want of regulations and 
arrangements, never before found neceffary, for ex- 
pedition and facility. The third is of another kind, 
but to the fameeffe6l;“ that the legal quays are too 
confined, and there is not fufiicient accomoda- 
tion for the landing and (hipping of cargoes.’* 
And tHe fourth andlaft is ftill different ; they de- 
feribe “ the avenues to the legal quays,” (which 
little more than a century fince, the great fire of 

London 
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London opened and dilated beyond the n)eafure of 
our then circiimftances) to be now “ niueh too 
“ narrow and incommodious, for the great con- 
“ courfeof carts and other carriages ufually palling 
“ and repafiingthere.” 'J'hus, our trade has grown 
too big for the ancient limits of art and nature. 
Our ftrects, our lanes, our Ihores, the river itfelf, 
which has fo long been our pride, are impeded, 
and obftrufled, and choakerl up by onr riches, 
They are like our Ihops, “ burlling with opulence.” 
To thefe misfortunes, to thefe diftrefles and griev- 
ances alone, we arc told it is to be imputed that ftill 
more of our capital has not been pulhed into the 
channel of our commerce, to roll back in its reflu.x 
ftill more abundant capital,andfru6tify the national 
treafury in its courfe. Indeed, my dear fir, when I 
have before my eyes this confentient teftimony of 
the corporation of the city of London, the Weft 
India merchants, and all the other merchants who 
promoted the other plans, ftruggling and contend-r 
ing which of them tliall be permitted to lay out 
their money in confonance with their teftimonyj I 
cannot turn afide to examine what one or two vio- 
lent petitions, tumultuoufly voted by real or pre- 
tended liverymen of I>ondon, may have faid of the 
utter deltru6tion and annihilation of trade. 

This opens a fubje^t, on wliich every true lover 
of his country, and at this crifis, every friend to the' 
liberties of Kurope, and of focial order in every 

country* 
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country, muft dwell and expatiate with delight. I 
mean to wind up all my proofs of our aftomlliing 
and almoft incredible profperity, with the valuable 
information given to the fecret committee of the 
Lords by the infpe6tor-general. And here I am 
happ3' that I can adminilter an antidote to all de- 
fpondence, from tiie fame dlfpenfary from which 
the firft dole of poifon was fuppofed to have come. 
The report of that committee is generally believed 
to have derived much benefit from the labours 
of the fume noble Lord, who was faid, as the au- 
thor of the pamphlet in 1795, to have led the 
way in teaching us to place all our hope on that 
very experiment, which he afterwards declared in 
his place to have been from the beginning utterly 
without hope. We have now his authority to fay,' 
that as far as our refources were concerned, the ex- 
periment was equally without necelfity, 

“ It appears,” as the committee has very juftly 
and fatisfaftorily obferved, “ by the accounts of 
“ the value of the imports and exports for the laft 
“ twenty years, produced by Mr. Irving, that thede- 
“ mand for calli to be fent abroad” (which by the 
way, including the loan to the emperor, wasnearly 
one third lefs fent to the continent of Europe than 
in the feven years war) “ was greatly compen fated 
“ by a very large balance of commerce in favour of 
“ this kingdom; greater than was ever known in 
“ any preceding period. The value of the exports 

“ of 
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of the last year amounted, according to the va- 
“ luatlon on which the accounts of the infpeftor 
“ general are founded, 1030,424,184 /. ; which is 
“ more than double what it was in any year of the 
“ American war, and one third more than it was 
“ on an average during the laft peace, previous to 
“ the year 1-92 ; and though the value of the im- 
** ports to this country- has, during the fame peace, 

greatly increafed, the excefs of the value of the 
“ exports above that of the imports, which confti- 
“ tutes the balance of trarle, has augmented even 
“ in a greater proportion.” Thefe obfervations 
might perhaps be branched out into other points of 
view, but I fliall leave them to your own a^ive and 
ingenious mind. There is another and ftill more 
important light in which the infpector general’s in- 
formation may be feen ; and that is, as affording a 
comparifon of fome circumftances in this war, with 
the commercial hiftory of all our other wars in the 
prefent century. 

In all former hoftilities, our exports gradually 
declined in value, and then (with one fmgle ex- 
ception) afccnded again, till they reached and pafled 
the level of the preceding peace. But this was a 
work of time, fometimes more, fometimss lefs flow. 
In queen Anne’s war, wliich began in 1 702, it 
was an interval of ten years, before this was ef- 
fefted. Nine years only were neceffary in the war 
of 1 739> for the fame operation. The feven years 
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war faw the period much thortened : hoftilities be- 
gan in 1 755 j and in 1758, the fourth year of the 
war, the exports mounted above the peace-mark. 
There was, however, a diftinguifhing feature of that 
war, that our tonnage, to the very laft moment, 
was in a Hate of great depreflion, while our com- 
merce was chiefly carried on by foreign veflels. 
The American war was darkened with fingularand 
peculiar adverfity. Our exports never came near 
to their peaceful elevation, and our tonnage con- 
tinued with very little fluctuation, to fubfide lowejr 
and lower,* ,On the other hand, the prelent vvar, 
with regard to our commerce, has the white mark 
of as lingular felicity. If from internal cauies, 
well as the confequence of hoftilities, the tide 
abbed in 1 793, it rulhed back agaip with a bore in 
the following year; and from that time has con- 
tinued to fwell, and run, every fucceflive year, 
higher and higher into all our ports. The value 
of our exports laft year above the year 1792 (the 
mere increafe of our commerce during the war) 
is equal to the average value of all the exports 
during the wars of William and Anne. 

It has been already pointed out, that our imports 
have not kept pace with our exports ; of courfe, 

•'This account is extra£led from different parts of Mr. Chal- 
mers’ efiimate. It is but jull to mention, that in Mr. Chalmers* 
edimate, the fums are uniformly lower than thofe of the lame 

-year in Mr. Irving’s account. 

# 
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on the face of the account, the balance of trade, 
botli pofitively and comparatively confidered, mull 
have been much more than ever in our favour. In 
that early little traft of mine, to which I have 
'already more than once referred, I made many ob- 
Tervations on the ufual method of computing ihat 
balance, as well as the ufual objection to it, that the 
entries at the cuftom-houfe were not always true. 
Asyou probably remember them I fliall not repeat 
them here. On the one hand, I am not furprifed 
that the fame trite objeftion is perpetually renewed 
'by tl le detraftors of our national atflnence; and on 
the other hand I am gratified in perceiving that the 
balance of trade feems to be now computed in a 
manner much clearer, than it ufed to be,from thofe 
errours which I formerly noticed. ■The infpeftor- 
general appears to have made his eflimate with 
every poflible guard and caution. His opinion is 
entitled to the greateft refpeft. It vya:i. in fubi 
tiance, (I lhall again ufe the words of the Re- 
port, as much better than ,my own) “ That the 
“ true balance of our trade, amounted, on a me 
“ diumofthe four years preceding January 1796, 
to upwards of 6, 500,000!. per aliniini, exclnfive 
“ of the profits arifing from our Elaft and M’eft 
“ India trade, which he eftimates at upwards of 
4,000,000!. per annum; exclufive of the profits 
derived from our fifheries.” So that including 
the filheries, and making amoderate allowance for 
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the exceedings, whicn Mr. Irving himfelf fuppofes, 
beyond his calculation, without reckoning, what 
the pubiick creditors themfelves pay to themfelves 
and without taking one {billing from the (lock of 
the landed intereft; our colonies, our oriental pof- 
felTions, our (kill and induftry, our commerce, and 
navigation, at the commencement of thisyear, were 
pouring a new annual capital into the kingdom ; 
hardly half a million fliort of the whole intered of 
that tremendous debt, from which we are taught 
to {brink in difmay, as from an overwhelming and 
intolerable oppreffion. 

If then the real date of this nation is fuch as I 
have deferibed, and I am only' apprehenfive, that 
you may think, I have taken too much pains to 
exclude all doubt on this queftion; if no clafs is 
lelTened in its numbers, or in its dock, or in its 
conveniencies, or even its luxuries j if they build as 
many habitations, and as elegant and as commo- 
dious as ever, and furnilh them with every charge- 
able decoration, and every prodigality of ingenious 
invention, that can be thought of by thofe who 
even encumber their necelTities with fuperfluons ac- 
commodation; if they are as niimeroufly attended; 
if their equipages are as fplendid; if they regale at 
table MUth as much or more variety of plenty than 
ever; if they are clad in as expenfiveand change- 
ful a diverfity according to their taftes and modes ; 
if they are not deterred from the pleafures of the 
* VoL. VIII. E E • , field 
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field by the charges, which government has wifely 
turned from the culture to the fpoits of the field; 
if the theatres are as rich and as well filled and 
greater, and at a higher price than ever; (and, 
w hat is more important than all) if it is plain from 
the treafuros which are fpread over the foil, or 
confided to the winds and the feas, that tlijCre are 
as many who are indulgent to their propenfities of 
parfimony, as others to their voluptuoiis defires, 
and that the pecuniary capital grows inftead of 
diminifliing; on what ground are we authorifed 
to fay, that a nation,, gamboling in an ocean of 
fuperfluity, is undone by want? With what dace 
can we pretend, that they who have not denied 
any one gratification to any one appetite, have a 
right to plead poverty in order to famifli their vir- 
tues, and to put their duties on fhort allowance? 
That they are to take the law from an imperious 
enemy, and can contribute no longer to the ho- 
nour of their king, to the fupport of the independ- 
ence of their country, to the falvation of that Eu- 
rope, which, if it falls, mull crulli them wdth its 
gigantick ruins? How can they affect to fweat, 
and ftagger, and groan under their burthens, to 
whom the mines of Newfoundland, richer than 
thofc of Mexico and Peru, are now thrown in as a 
make-w’eight in the fcale of their exorbitant opu- 
lence? What excufe can they have to faint, and 
creep, and cringe, and proftrate themfelves at the 
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footftool of ambition and crime, who, during a fliort 
though violent flruggle, which they have never 
fupported wdth the energy of men, have amalTed 
more to their annual accumulation, than all the 
well-hufbandcd capita), that enabled their ancef- 
tors, by long, and doubtful, and obllinate conflifts, 
to defend, and liberate, and vindicate the civilifed 
W'orld ? But I do not accufe the people of Eng- 
land. As to the great majority of the nation, they 
have done whatever in theirfeveral ranks, and con- 
ditions, and defcriptions, was required of them by 
their relative fituations in ftx^iety ; and from thofe 
the great mafs of mankind cannot depart, without 
the fubverfion of all publick order. They look up 
to that government, which they obey that they 
may be protected. They afk to be led and di- 
rected by thofe rulers, whom providence and the 
laws of their country have fet over them, and under 
their guidance to ivalk in the ways of fafety and 
honour. 1 hey have again delegated the greatefl. 
trull, which they have to bellow, to thofe faithful 
reprefentatives who made their true voice heard 
againll the difturbers and deftroyers of Europe. 
They fuffered, withunapproving acquiefcence,foli- 
citations, which they had in no diajK^ defired, to an 
unjulland ufurping power, whom they had never 
provoked, and whofe hoftile menaces tlK^y did not 
dread. When the exigencies of the publick fer- 
vice could only be met by their voluntary zeal 
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they ftarted forth with an ardour, w'hich outftrip- 
ped the wifliesof thofe.who had injured them by 
doubting, whether it might not be neceflary to have 
recourfe to compulfion. They have, in all things, 
repofed an enduring, but not an mireflefting con- 
fidence. That confidence demands a full return ; 
and fixes a refporifibility on the minillers entire 
and undivided. The people llands acquitted if the 
war is not carried on in a manner iuited to its ob- 
jefts. If the publick honour is tarnifhed ; if the 
publick fafety fuffers any detriment; the minifters, 
not the people, are to anfvver it, and they alone. 
Its armies, its navies, are given to them without 
flint or rellricfion. Its treafures are poured out at 
their feet. Its conllancy is ready to fecond all their 
efforts. They are not to fear a refponfibility for 
afts of manly adventure. The refponfibility which 
they are to dread, is, left they Ihould fhew them- 
felves unequal to the expeftation of a brave people. 
The more doubtful may be the conftitutional and 
OBconomical queftions, upon which they have re- 
ceived fo marked a fupport, the more loudly they 
are called upon to fupport this great war, for the 
fuccefs of which their country is willing to fuper- 
fede confiderationsofnollight importance. Where 
I fpeak of refponfibility, I do not mean to exclude 
that fpecies of it, which the legal powers of the 
country have a right finally to exaft from thofe 
who abttfe a publick trull ; but high as this is, 

there 
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there is a refponfibility which attaches on them, 
from which the whole legitimate power of this 
kingdom cannot abfolve them ; there is a refpon- 
iibility to confcience and to glory ; a refponfibi- 
lity to the exifting world, and to that pollerity, 
which men of their eminence cannot avoid for 
glory or for lhame ; a refponfibility to a tribunal, 
at which, not only minifters, bat kings and parlia- 
ments, but even nations themfelves, muft one day 
anfwer. 


FINIS. 
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